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ASSE1\iBLY, No. 2338
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED DlilCEMBER 8, 1980 

By Assemblyman LliJSNIAK 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

A SUPPLEMENT to the "Spill Compensation and Control Act," ap­

proved January G, 1977 (P. L. 1976, e. 141; C. 58 :10-23.11 et 

seq.), establishing a Hazarclous 'Waste lIealth Care Task Force, 

and appropriating- $250,000.00 from the New Jersey Spill Com­

pensation Fund. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the 8enrde and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The J..Iegislatnre finds and declares that the incidence of haz­

2 ardous waste discharges into the environment is increasing at an 

3 alarming rate; that puhlic concern on~r tl1P potential adverse health 

4 effects of exposure to 81lrh waste is growing: that estimation. of 

5 risk to a community of exposure to toxic chemicals amI the deter­

6 mination of any health consequences that may resnlt from thf~ 

7 exposure requires sophisticated and costly biomedical and epidemi­

8 ological investigation; that there is currently no Federal, State, 

9 or local program that provides the medical or financial assistance 

10 required to protect potential victims; and that a State program 

11 to conduct diagnostic examination of Yictims of exposure, 6'"alnate 

12 the potential adverse health effects on affected communities of th(~ 

13 exposure, and plan to reduce the risk of environmental eontamina­

14 tion in areas with high potential for hazardous discharges is there­

15 fore necessary and appropriate. 

1 2. There is established within the Division of Epidemiology and 

2 Disease Control ill the Department of Health a Hazardous Waste 

3 Health Care Task Force. It shall be the duty of this task force to 

4 develop and implement a program to classify and evaluate the 

5 threats to health posed by exposure to hazardous discharges, to 

6 determine those at greatest risk, to conduct such initial diagllostic 

7 testing as may be necessary or appropriate to identify potential 

8 victims of any hazardous discharge, and to plan to reduce the 

9 dangers to communities at high risk. 



2 

1 3. The Commissioner of Health shall, within 45 days of the ef­

2 fective date of this supplementary act and in accordance with the 

3 provisions of the "Administrative Procedure Act" (P. L. 1968, 

4, c; 4ilO; G. 52 :14B-1 et seq.) adopt rules and regulations necessary 

5 to carry out the purposes of this supplementary act. 

1 4. There is appropriated to the Department of Health from the 

2 New Jersey Spill Compensation Fund the sum of $250,000.00 to 

3 carry out the provisions of this supplementary act. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STA'rEMENT 

With the continuing identification of new potentially toxic agents
 

in the environment and the illcreasing incidence of discharges of
 

hazardous substances into the air and water as a result of illegal
 

or unsafe storage and disposal of hazardous wastes, public concern
 

about the adverse health effects of exposure to such substances is
 

growing. Evaluation of such effects is a sophisticated and costly
 

process, beyond the financial resources of most citizens. This bill
 

. responds to this concern by establishing in the Department of
 

Health a Hazardous Waste Health Care 'rask Force to conduct
 

initial testing of those exposed to hazardous discharges to deter­


mine potentially adverse health consequences, recommend further
 
fmedical attention, evaluate risks to communities where such dis­


charges take place, and undertake such planning as it deems ap­
 ,
propriate to reduce the dangers in areas where potential for en­


vironmental contamination is especially high. It appropriates
 

$250,000.00 to the Department of Health from the New Jersey Spill
 

Compensation Fund to carry out this program.
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1 3. The Commissioner of Health shall, within 45 days of the ef­

2 fective date of this supplementary act and in accordance with the 

3 provisions of the "Administrative Procedure Act" (P. L. 1968, 

4 fl. 410; C. 52:l4B-1 et seq.) adopt rules and regulati011s necessary 

5 to carry out the purposes of this supplementary act. 

1 4. There is appropriated to the Department of Health from the 

2 New Jersey Spill Compensation Fund the sum of $250,000.00 to 

3 carry out the provisions of this supplementary act. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STArrEMEwr 

With the continuing identification of new potentially toxic agents 

in the environment and the increasing incidence of discharges of 

hazardous substances into the air and water as a result of illegal 

or unsafe storage and disposal of hazardous wastes, public concern 

about the adverse health effects of exposure to such substances is 

growing. Evaluation of such effects is a sophisticated and costly 

process, beyond the financial resources of most citizens. This bill 

responds to this concern by establishing in the Department of 

Health a Hazardous \Vaste Health Care ,:rask Force to conduct 

initial testing of those exposed to hazardous discharges to deter­

mine potentially adverse health consequences, recommend further 

medical attention, evaluate risks to communities where such dis­

charges take place, and undertake such planning as it deems ap­

propriate to reduce the dangers in areas where potential for en­

vironmental contamination is especially high. n appropriates 

$250,000.00 to the Department of Health from the New Jersey Spill 

Compensation Fund to carry out this program. 
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ASSEMBLY INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND W/ELFARE
 
COlVIlVIITTEE 

STATEMEXT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2338 

STATE OF NEW J'ERSEY
 

DATED: FillBRUARY19, 1981 

This bill establishes no Hazardous '\Taste Health Care Task Force 

within the Division of Epidemiology and DiseasB Control in the State 

Department of Health. It would conduct illitial testing of' those indi.,..i­

duals exposed to hazardou~ discharges to determine health conseqnences, 

recommend further medi.cal attention, if warranted, evaluat.., risks to 

communities where discharges occur and und8rtake appropriation pbn­

ning to rednce dangers in those areas where environmental contamina.­

tion may be high. 

The bill appropriates $2f)O,OOO.OO to the department from the Spill 

Compensation Fund. This is a non-lapsing, revolving fund in the 

Department of the Treasury established pursuant to the" Spill Com­

pensation and Control Act," P. L. 197fl, c. 141 (C. 58:10-2:1.11 et seq.). 

The committee agrees with the purpose of this legislation and released 

the bill without amendment. 
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SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMIITEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2338 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DAT:FJD: ,JUNhJ 29, 1981 

Assemhly Bill :Ko. 23:38 ef'tahlisheR ill the Department of Health a 

Hazardous v\Taste Health Carp Task ForrE' to ronduct initial testing of 

those exposerl to hazardous disr~harges to determine potentially adverse 

health consequences, recommend further medica] attention, evaluate 

risks to communities where such discharges take place, and undertake 

such planning as it deems appropriate to reduce the dangers in areas 

where potential for environmental contamination is especially high. It 

appropriates $250,000.00 to the Department of Health from the New 

Jersey Spill Compensation Fund to carry out this program. 
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The second ,bin "A-.2338. al so sponsc!"ed by l\ssemblYli1J.n Lesniak, estJ.b1 ishes 

a Hazurdous ~!aste HeaHh'Cal'e l2.s!, r.DI'C? vlitiri'n Ule DepJI'"tment of Health's Division 

Df Epi'demiology ar.d Disease Cont"o1. 

The_.bi 11 approp,iatesS250~aOO from the Spill Compensation and Control Fund 

'to ·the':.Department:df-Hea'1th~,;and lTlailda-tes -th':ltthe Co~missioner adopt all ru1es 
. 

necessary for pu'ttin.9 the Task Force oj;, place \',itflin 45 days after 'enactment~.. 
: 

,:Underthe 'bi 11 ,the Tas-k -Forc..e .wi.11 ~,e.va 1uatethe health effects of exposure 

~~toxic-wastedischaT:Se.s,andpre5entrecommendationsfor inreducing the dangers 

~htgh-orisk ·coltuumrlftes-. 

Hnifa:ddi:t.i:on,the:Iask -::[or:c.e ..Hill .:conduct diagnostic tests to identify potential· 
.. 

Ni-t.-tims<t-df;i:lazamnus·-d-rscnar.ges. '~The ,-:t.ests ~\~:tTl.:;examine {both acute -exposure~ causedin' 

<:mal}yctns.i:anceS ·.bY-ie~rQsions:and fires..,~and longer-term~ 1.m'l-leve1 exposure .. 

f 
I-.~: ,cAssemblyman ~Lesniak ',said .thel~giSla'i:ion \'Jas necessary becausetheeva1uation 

of health ;problems,,·caused-by~toxic\'Ias..te-s "isUoften a sophisticated and costly process 

beyor.1i ,the fina-nclal-r:esaur..se.s.:.of'nlos:t ~citizens.1I 
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