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[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 3355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
TNrpRODUCF,D .TUNE 29, 1.981 

By Senator A. RUSSO 

Referred to Committee on Law, Puhlic Safp-ty and Defense 

AN ACT to amend and supplement the "Criminal Injuries Compen­

sation Act of 1971," approved October 4,1971 (P. L. 1971, c. 31'7). 

1. ~E IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey:
 

1 +[1. Section 2 of P. L. 1971, c. 317 (C. 52:4B-2) is amended to
 

2 read as follows:
 

3 2. As used in this act:
 

4 "Child" means an unmarried person who is under 21 years of age
 

5 and includes a stepchild or an adopted child;
. 
6 "Senior citizen" means a person 60 years o'r older; 

7 "Board" means the Violent Crimes Compensation Board estah­

8 lished by this act; 

9 "Dependents" means such relatives of a deceased victim as were 

10 whol1y or partially dependent upon his income at the time of his 

11 death and shall include the child of such victim born after his death; 

12 "Personal injury" means actual bodily harm and includes preg­

13 nancy and mental or uervous shock; 

1.4 "Relative" 01 allY perSall means his spouse, parent, grandparent,
 

15 brother, half sister, or spouse's llarents;
 

16 "Family relationship group" of any person means:
 

17 (1) any person related to such person within the third degree
 

18 of cOllsangui nty or affinity,
 

19 (2) any persoll living in the same household as such person, or
 

20 (3) any perSOll maintaining' a sexual relationship, whether illicit
 

21 or not, with such person or with any member of the family of such
 

22 person;
 

23 "Victim" means a person who is injured or killed by allY aet or
 

24 omission of any other person which is within tho description of any
 

25 of the offenses specified in section 11 of this act.]'"'
 

1. *[2.]'" -1.* Section 3 of P. L. 1971, c. 317 (C. 52:4B-3) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 
ExPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thud in the above bill 

i8 not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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3 3. There is hereby established lJ1 the Executive Branch of the 

4 State Government a Violent Crimes Compensation Board which 

5 shall be composed of [3] 5 citizens, to be appointed by the Gov­

6 ernor, with the advice and ('Ollsent of the Senate. one of whom shall 

7 be designated chairman hy, mld serve as such at the pleasun' of, the 

1:5 Governor. Not more than [two] th'ree of the me III hers of the boanl 

9 shall be weillbel's of the same political party. At least [two] th-ree 

10 members of the board shall be attorneys admitted to the practice of 

11 law in the State of New Jersey. E'or the lJurposes of complying 

12 with the Constitution (Article V, Section IV, paragraph 1) the 

13 board is allocated to the Department of Law and Public Safety but, 

14 notwithstanding said allocation, the hoard shall he independent of 

15 any sup<H'visioll or control by the department or the Attol'lley 

16 General or any other officer of the department. 

1 ~'[3.T' ~'2.* (New section) The initial term of one of the additional 

:2 members to he appointed pursuant to this amelldatol"Y and supplp­

:~ mentary act shall expire on December 6, 1984 and the initial terJu 

4 of the second memller shall expire December 6, ] 985. Each member, 

S however, shall serVe until his successor is duly appointed awl 

6 qualified. 

1 *[4.]* *3.* (New section) The board shall *[cI'f~ate]*~undei'­

2 take* a special senior citizens *[unit to handle the Hpeciflc problems 

3 of senior citizen claimants. rehe unit shall: 

4 a. Undertake a]';) public awareness program to make brochures 

5 and applications for claim forms availahle to senior citizells~'[; and 

G h. Provide direct assistance to senior citizen claimants in compil­

7 ing necessary information, in completing forms, and in verifying 

8 losses]*. 

1 *4. (New section) Any mp,rnber of the board who shall have served 

2 for 10 yea7's successively and shall be in h·is third te1'1n, shall have 

3 tenure in office during good behav·ior'.* 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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OJ shall be cOll1posed of [3] 5 citizells, to ue appointeJ by the Go\"­

6 eruOl', with the advice allel COH::,ellt uf the SPllate, OlltJ of whUlu shall 

7 ue desigwttc·<l ehail'luuu by, and serve as suell at tlw pleasure 0[, the 

~ GOVl~l'lLOr. ~ot more thUll [two] three of the lllPm1Jers of the 1loanl 

9 ~fmll be memhers of tll(-' SHIIlI' political party..\t least [two] three 

10 Illelllhel's of the board shall he attorneys arullittNI to the practice of 

11 law ill the State of New Jen;ey. 1"01" the puqloses of complying 

12 with the COllstitutioll (Artide V, SectiOll IV, paragraph 1) the 

13 board is allocated to the Departllleut of Law and Puhlic Safety but, 

14 uotwithstuudiug said allocatiou, the board shall be iudependellt of 

15 allY supervisioll or control by the department or the Att()J:ney 

16 General or any other officer of the dE'partment. 

1 ;~. (New section) 1'he illitial tertII of one of the additional mem~ 

2 hers to be appointed pursuant to this amendatory and supple~ 

3 melltary act shall expire on Decemher 6, 1984 and the illitial term 

4 of the second member shall expire Decemher 6, 1985. Each member, 

5 however, shall serve until his suct.'essor is duly appointed allel 

6 qualified. 

1 4. (New section) The board shall create a special senior citizens 

2 unit to halldle the specific prohlellls of senior citizell claimants. The 

3 unit shall : 

4 a. Undertake a public awareness program to make brochures and 

5 applieatiolls faT claim forllls ;wailable to senior citizens; and 

6 b. Provide uirect assistance to senior citizen claimants in compil­

7 iug llecessary illforlllatioll, ill completing forIlls, and in verifying 

8 losses. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

S'PA'l'1<~MEN'l' 

'Phis hill provides for an expansion of VCCB membership from 

three to five members and for the creatioll of a specia.l Ullit to 

hall(lle the specific problems of senior citizell claimants. 'rhe vur­

pose of establishillg a special sellior citizeus unit is to provide 

immediate assistn1lC'e to elderly victims in order to ellsure all ex­

peditious cOllclusioll of their claim:'>, The expansion of boal'u melll­

hership will perwit the hoal'll to schedule hearings ill various 

counties as part of all outreach program for the elderly. This will 

preclude the ueed for the elderly victim to travel to present boanl 

facilities in ~ewal'k and Trentoll over great distances and at sub~ 

btantial cost to the eluimunt. ~rolleys generated 1Ulder sectioll 2 

of P. L. 1979, c. 396 (C. 2C :43-3.1) should provide the fuuding for 

the additional costs. 



SENATE AME::\J)~[]<~KTS TO 

SENATE, No. 3355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
ADOPT'ED DEGEJ.MBEH 14, 1981 

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 1-25, omit. 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 1, omit "2.", insert "1.". 
Amend page 2, section 3, line 1, omit "3.", insert "2.". 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 1, omit "4.", insert "3."; omit "create", 

insert "undertake". 

Amend page 2, section 4, lines 2 and 3, omit. 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 4, omit "a. Undertake a", 

Amend,page 2, section 4, lines 5-8, after "citizens", omit" ; and" on line 

5 anc1lines 6 and 7 in their entirety and "losses" on line 8. 

Amend page 2, section 5, line 1, omit "5.", insert "4.". 

STATE)[EKr [, 

These amendmeuts eliminate the cost of a special "senior citizens 

unit" and leave the Violent Crimes Compensation Board with a mandate 

to undertake a public awareness program for tIle elderly. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE 
COMMITTEE 

STA1'EM~~NT TO 

SENATE, No. 3355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DA'rJl~D: DECEMBER 7, 1981 

'rhis bill provides for an expansion of the Violent Crimes Compensa­

tion Board membership from three to five members and for the creation 

of a special unit to handle the specific problems of senior citizen 

claimants. The purpose of establishing a special senior citizens unit is 

to provide immediate assistance to elderly victims in order to ensure an 

expeditious conclusion of' their claims. The expansion of board mem­

bership will permit the board to schedule hearings in various counties 

as part of an outreach program for the elderly. This will preclude the 

need for the elderly victim to travel to present board facilities in Newark 

and Trenton over great distances and at substantial cost to the claimant. 

:Moneys generated under section 2 of P. L. 1979, c. 396 (C. 2C :43-3.1) 

should provide the funding for the additional costs. 

Fiscal estimates by the Department of Law and Public Safety in­

dicate that program will increase State expenditures by $170,358.00 

in fiscal year 1981-1982; $296,072.00 in fiscal year 1982-1983; and 

$318,195.00 in fiscal year 1983-1984. 

The committee released the bill with the understanding that further 

appropriate reference conmlittee consideration should be given regard­

ing the fiscal implications of the measure. 

. "" 

LAW UBRARY Co.py 
DO NOT REMOVE 



FISCAL NOTE TO 

SENATE, No. 3355 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVEMBER 9, 1981 

Senate Bill No. 3355, of 1981, increases the membership of the Vio­

lent Crimes Compensation Board, creates a special unit to handle the 

specific problems of senior citizen claimants. 

The Department of Law and Public Safety estimates enactment of 

this legislation would increase State expenditures by $170,358.00 in fis-· 

cal year 1981-1982; $296,072.00 in fiscal year HI82-1983; and $318,195.00 

in fiscal year 1983-1984. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby submitted 

a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1980, c. 67. 
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FROH THE OFFICE OF TilE GOVER.NOR 

FOR IMHEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFO~lATION
 

JA."iUARy 7, 1982 DAVID DE }LUO
 

Governor Brend~n Byrne signed the following bills late yesterday afternoon. 

5-3397, sponsored by Senator Carmen Orechio (D-Essex) exempting property brought 

into'New Jersey after January 1, 1977 from taxation under the Business Personal 

Property Tax Act. Under current law, property purchased after January 1, 1971 is 

exempt from the tax, but, property purchased outside the s~ate and brought into the 

~tate following that date is not exempt. 

5-3524, sponsored by Senator Joseph P. Merlino (~~ercer). provides that sewer 

facility grants made by the state to municipalities after July 1. ,1982 be treated 

as loans to be repayed where the sewer facilities are inoperable because of the 

failure, on the part of the local authorities, to construct complimentary facilities' 

The bill clarifies the law under which municipalities are currently receiving 

. -' these state payments. The hill also appropriates $85.,000 in sewer facility. paym~nts 

to Pennington and'Hopewell. 

8-3523, sponsored by·.SenatorCharles B. Yates (D-Burlington) appropriating 

$420,000 to the city of Camden to help the city balance its 1981 budget. The city 

had constructed its budget anticipated $880,000 in revenue from the sale of land to 

the state. The actual sale result in revenues half ~at amount. 

This appropriation will be treated as an advance on $2.5 million in state
 

in-lieu-of-..taxes payments that will go to the city for the State Prison to be built
 

. there.
 
. .. ~ 

8-3502', sponsored by Senator Joseph A. z.taressa '(D-Gloucester) permitting the sale 

of the Defense Departmenes 2.5-acreA~ory to t.he City of Camden. Legislative 

ratification of such proposed sales is mandated by state law. 

5-3355, sponsored by Senator Anthony E. Russo (~y!nlon). in~~easing thp. memtlersldl 

of the Violent Crimes Compensation Board from three to five members. The biil also 

instructs the Board to undertake a specials~nior citizen public awareness campaign 

of the compensation program. - ...... ­
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