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ASSEMBLY JUDICIARYt LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STN:PEMI~N'l' 'TO 

SENATE, No. 1511 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 ------_..­

DATED: APRIL 27, 1981 

Under the criminal code, certain offenses (assault, sexual assault, 

burglary, robbery) carry higher penalties if committed with a "deadly 

weapon." Senate Bill No. 1511 would broaden the definition of the 

tenn "deadly weapon" to include objects such as toy guns which, be­

cause of the way in which they are fashioned, would lead a victim rea­

sonably to believe that the object is capable of producing death or 

serious bodily injury. 

A technical arnendment illljJrovillg the bill grammatically was 

adopted by the committee. 

Senate Rill No. 1511 is supported by the Division of Criminal Justice. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1511 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 11, 1980 

Under the criminal code, certain offenses (assault, sexual assault, 

burglary, robbery) carry higher penalties if committed with a "deadly 

weapon". 8-1511 would broaden the definition of the term "deadly 

weapon" to include objects such as toy guns which, because of the way 

in which they are fashioned, would lead a victim reasonably to believe 

that the object is capable of producing' death or serious bodily injury. 

A tedmical amendment improving the bill grammatically was adopted 

by the committee. 

8-1511 is supported hy the Division of Criminal Justice. 



SENATE, No. 1511
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED OCTOBER 6, 1980 

By Senator GREGORIO 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN ACT concerning certain weapons and amending N. J. S. 2C :11-1. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 2C :11-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2C :11-1. Definitions. In chapters 11 through 15, unless a different 

3 meaning plainly is required: 

4 a. "Bodily injury" means physical pain, illness or any impair­

5 ment of physical conditions; 

6 b. "Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury which creates 

7 a substantial risk of death or which causes serious, permanent 

8 disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function 

9 of any bodily member or organ; 

10 c. "Deadly weapon" means any firearm or other weapon, device, 

11 instrument, material or substance, whether animate or inanimate, 

12 which in the manner it is used or is intended to be used, is known, 

13 or in the manner it is fashioned would lead the victim to reasonably 

14 believe it, to be capable of producing death or serious bodily injury. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

Under the former criminal law, a person who committed an 

assault, robbery, larceny, burglary or breaking and entering with 

the use of a weapon was subject to an additional sentence of im­

prisonment. This was so even though the weapon was toy or 

imitation or could have been mistaken for a weapon. 

The New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice, effective September 1, 

1979, provided, generally, increased penalties for certain crimes 

committed with a "deadly weapon." "Deadly weapon" is defined 

as a weapon which is known to be capable of producing death or 

serious bodily injury. 

This bill would broaden that definition to include weapons, 

because of the way in which they are fashioned, which the victim 

believes to be ca,pable of producing death or serious bodily injury. 



FRO!·! TIlE OFF leE OF 'U1E COVf.f{:'!Ol~ 

FOR 1~'L\IEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHEr. INFormATION 

JA:WARY l,) 1982 KATHRYN For~SYTH 

Governor Brendan Byrne today'signed the following bills: 

A-3426, sponsored by i\ssemblY\.IOl'lan J3arbarcl Kalik (D-B,:rl.ington), permits 

a] 1 state empll))'ces to direct th~ State 'I'rc;lslIry Dcp<lrtm~nt to cle::>posit thcir 

bi-weekly paychecks dircctly in a cleslgn:ltcd banking institut:i:on. Direct deposit is 

now used by the Federal Government for retireQent, salary and Social Security checks 

and by the State for pension checks. The bill provides that for institutions 

anticipating multiple deposi.t~ of St.] te employee's checks, the deposits could be l':lade 

electronically,.. by. computer,. or by one check for the total amount of the salary 

deposits. 

S-106l, sponsored by Senator Donald DiFrancesco (R-Union») permits 

municipalities to provide tenure to' lImunicipal superintendents of public lo:orks lt after 

five consecutive YCrtrs. This bill would primarly affect smaller muncipalities tllat 

hav~ not adopted Civil Scrvic:e. 

S-15l1. sponsored by Senator John Gregorio (D-Union») clarifies that '~caclly 

w~apons" used i.n .the commission of certain crimes will include such items as toy guns 

and other objects which can be reasonably mistaken as a Udeadly weapon". The bill 

Io/Ould, in effect, incr~ase th,~ sC';('rity of .1 crim.inal <.lct cor.nnitted "lith toy guns, or 

such items, under the new Penal Gode. 

l!f/tlll if (; /.1 til! 
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SENATE, No. 1511 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED OCTOBER 6, 1980 

By Senator GREGORIO 

Referred to Committee Oll .Judiciary 

AN ACT concerning certain weapons and amending N. J. S. 2C :11-1. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Geneml Assembly of the State 

2 of New .Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 2C :11-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2C :11-1. Definitions. In chapters 11 through 15, unless a different 

3 meaning plainly is required: 

4 a. "Bodily injury" means physical pain, illness or any impair­

5 ment of physical conditions; 

G b. "Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury which creates 

7 a substantial risk of death or which causes serious, permanent 

8 disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function 

9 of any bodily member or organ; 

10 c. "Deadly weapon" means any firearm or other weapon, device, 

11 instrument, material or substance, whether animate or inanimate, 

12 which in the manner it is used or is intended to be used, is known, 

13 *[01' in the manner it is fashioned would lend the victim to reason­

14 ably believe it,]'" to be capable of producing death or serious bodily 

15 injury ·01' which in the manner it -is fashioned 1JJo'/.tld lead the 

16 victim reasonably to believe -it to be caz)able of producing death 

17 or serious bodily inj1l1·y"'. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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