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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 

(Prescription drug program--State plan-­
NJSA 52:14-17.29a extend to certain State police retirees) 

LAWS 1981 304 ---------- 'CHAPTER;...-.---------­
Bill No. S1654 

Sponsor(s) Dumont 

Jan. 13, 1981Date Introduced-----.;.------­
Committee: Assembly State Govt., Federal & Interstate Relations & Veterans Affairs 

Senate 
--=~;...;.;;:.=.;:..;,;;.;;~==-;;,;,;;....;;...~;;;.;:.;;;;;;..;;------------

Amended during passage Yes ~~ Amendments during passage 
denoted by asterisks 

Date of Passage: Assembly June 29, 1981 
-~...;;;;.-'-.-.,;~..;;;;,;;..;..;~----

Senate Feb. 26, 1981 
o --1 .

--....;;..;;.;;.,..;;-..;;;.~.....;;;.;~----
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Date of approval Nov. 11, 1981 ~''';'' 

" 

---------'-------~-------- .C: 
Following statements are attached if available: ,'" 

Sponsor statement Yes 1lb (Below) 

Committee Statement: Assembly No 
-If••. 

.,Senate Yes .. 
Fiscal Note No 

Veto Message No 

Message on signing 

Following were printed: , 
" 

Reports No 
( \ 
.i._f... 

Hearings No 

Sponsor's statement: 

This bill authorizes the State by contract to extend the coverage of the
 
employee drug prescription program to include employees retiring after 25 or
 
more years of service and who have an illness characterized as terminal.
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SENATE, No. 1654 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
fNTRODUCED .JANUARY 13, ]981 

By Senator DUMONT 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

A BUPPLE1\,JENT til the "New JpT;';{'Y Rtate Hea1th BeJ)enb; Prop;ram 

_let," :lllJH'OVf>,!l .Tulle 3, 1961 (P. L. 1961, e, 49, C. 52 :14--17.25 

(~t seq.), as said short title was allwnded by P. L. 1972, c. 75. 
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Bg IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gwneral Assembly of the State 

of Il/ew Jersey: 

]. 'rh(, State! !{>,aJth Benefits Cornmjssioll shall undertake by an 

amendatory or supplementary contract to extend the coverage of 

the employee drug prescription «<[and other health care benefits]" 

program, authorized pursuant to subsection (F) of section 5 of 

P. L. 1961, c. 49 (C. 52:14-17.29), to State employees retiring *or 

who have 'retired O'ri o'r after Jalluwry 1, 1980· under "'[a State 

administered retirement system]* *the State Police Retirement 

System'" after 25 or more years of service "'and· who "'[at]* "'as of" 

8A the time of their retirement are "or shall be· medically certified 

8B to be suffering from an illness characterized as terminal by two 

!J or more physicians licensed in the practice of medicine and surgery 

10 in this State. 

1 2. 'Phis act shaH take effect inunediately. 

ExPLANATION-Matter ene10eed in bold-faeed brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended 10 be omilled in lbe law. 



SENATE, No. 1654 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
INTRODUCED JAKUAIiY 13, 1981 

By Senator DUMONT 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and \Velfare 

A SUPPLT~l\IENT to the "Ke'.\' Jersey State HeaHh Benefits Program
 

Act," approved June 3, 1961 (P. L. 1961, c. 49, C. 52:14-17.25
 

et seq.), as said short title was amended by P. L. 1972, c. 75.
 

1 BE IT ENACTE~) by the Senate and Geneml Asse1nbly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey:
 

1 1. The State Health Benefits Commission shall undertalm by an
 

2 amendatory or supplementary contract to extend the coverage of
 

3 the employee dTUg" prescription and other health care bellefits
 

4 pror;ram, authOl ized pnrsnant to subsection (F) of section 5 of
 

5 P. L.. 1961. e. 49 (C. 52:14.-17.29), to State employees retiring nuder
 

6 a State administered retirement system atter 25 or 1110re years
 

7 of service who at the time of their retirement are medically certified
 

8 to be suffering hom an illness characterized as terminal by two
 

9 or more physicians licensed in the practice of medicine and surgery
 

10 in this State. 

1 2. This act shall take effect illunediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill authorizes the State by contract to extend the coverage
 

of the employee drug prescription program to inclnde employees
 

retiring after 25 or more years of service and who have an illness
 

characterized as terminal.
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SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1654 
with Senate conilllittee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATJ;jD: FEBRUARY 9, 1981 

As amended by conilllittee, this bill permits members of the State 

Police Retirement System who retired on or after .January 1,1980 with 

25 or more years of serviee and who are certified as being' terminally 

ill as of the time of retirement, to participate ill the employee drug' 

prescription program. 

The committee amendments clarify the intent of the sponsor to limit 

the bill to terminally ill State Police who retired on or after January 

1, 1980. 



FRO~ THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURrHC:R INFORi'lATIml 

0."NOVEMBER 12~ 1981 KATHRYN FQrtSYTH 

" Governor Brendan Byrne"tod3'y signed the follmring bills: 

. - S-1295~-sponsored 'oy Senator Natthe\'1 Feldl:lan (O-Bergen)"~ \'Jhiche~p~nds 

the scope of the evidentairy privileges respecting confidential" communications 

behseen a priest and a penitent or bebJeen a psychologist and a client.. 

Thepsychologlst-cli.ent priyil~ge~."J'lhicb" s~ands on tne same basis -a.s "_ 
. . 

the attorney-client privilege~ is expanded to cover communications involving a
 

group or family r~ceiving therapy." .
 

Under the existing priest-penitent privilege; a clergyman may not be"
 
" " 

compelled to disclose confessions or other confidential communications made. to 

him "in his professional character or as a spiritual advisor-." 

. This bill expands tha-t privil€"ge to include "relations and communications" 

. between and among him and ·jndividuals~ cotiples~ families or groups. \'1ith respect 

to the exercise- of his professional counseling role. II ": 
". . .. ~ .. -_..... - --- _ - . ­

S-1654, sponsoY'ed by Senator \'!ayne Dumont (R-Warren), \'lhi ch au thoriz.es .. 
the State to.extend the ..coverage of the employee drug·: prescr5ptioIJ program ·to 
include termina1ly i"ll.employees ·vshoretired under -th·e "State Police Retirement 

System on or after January l~ 1980, vsith at least- 25 years of service•. 

J:." .# D_ it" 
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