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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST

(Prescription drug program--State plan--
NJSA 52:14-17.29% ' extend to certain State police retirees)

LAWS 1981 ‘CHAPTER 304

Bill No. Sle54

Sponsor{s) Dumont

Date Introduced Jan. 13, 1981

Committee: Assembly State Govt., Federal £ Interstate Relations § Veterans Affairs

Senate Institutions, Health & Welfare
Amended during passage Yes Ma Amendments during passage
denoted by asterisks
Date of Passage: Assembly June 29, 1981
Senate Feb. 26, 1981 P =7
Date of approval Nov., 11, 1981 o _ ;
Following statements are attached if available: ‘ﬁ;;, .  :;
Sponser statement Yes Nax (Below) .;(v | "\i
Committee Statement: Assembly Yo No - <
Senate Yes Moo :
Fiscal Note Yo No o Y
Veto Message | Y No '1 e qu
Message on signing (:; Yo Hex X 3
Following were printed: ’-
Reports ¥ox No iﬁ l Lt
Hearings Yo No ~ ’:

Sponsor's statement:

This bill authorizes the State by contract to extend the coverage of the
employee drug prescription program to include employees retiring after 25 or
more years of service and who have an illness characterized as terminal.
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[OFFICIAL. COPY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 1654
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED JANUARY 13, 1981

Byv Senator DUMONT
Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare

A Sveernvent to the “New Jersey State Health Benefits Program
Aet,” approved June 3, 1961 (P. [ 1961, e, 49, C. 52:14-17.25

et seq.), as said short title was amended by P. 1. 1972, c. 75.

Br 1 nnactio by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

1

2 of NewdJerscy:

1 1. The State !lealth Benefits Cornmission shall undertake by an
2 amendatory or supplenientary contract to extend the coverage of
3 the employee drug preseription *[and other health care benefits}*
4 prograni, authorized pursuant to subsection (F') of seetion 5 of
5 P. L. 1961, c. 49 (C. 52:14-17.29), to State employees retiring *or
6 who have retired on ov after January 1, 1980* under *[a State
7 administered retirement system}* *the State Police Retirement
8 System™® after 25 or more years of service *and* who *[at}* *as of*
84 the time of their retirement are “or shall be* medically certified
8B to be suffering from an illness characterized as terminal by two
9 or more physicians licensed in the practice of medicine and surgery
10 in this State.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above hill



SENATE, No. 1654

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED JANUARY 13, 1981
By Senator DUMONT
Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare

A SvprLemeNT to the “New Jersey State Health Benefits Program
Aet,” approved June 3, 1961 (P. L. 1961, c. 49, C. 52:14-17.25
et seq.), as said short title was amended by P. I.. 1972, c. 75.

B 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The State 1fealth Benefits Commission shall undertake by an
amendatory or supplementary contract to extend the coverage of
the emplovee drug preseription and other health care beuefits
program, authorized pursnant to subsection (F') of section 5 of
P. L. 1961, ¢. 49 (C. 52:14-17.29), to State employvees retiring under
a State administered retirement system after 25 or more vears
of service who at the time of their retirement are medically certified
to be suffering from an illness characterized as terminal by two
or more physicians licensed in the practice of medicine and surgery
in this State.

2. This act shall take effect timmediately.

STATEMENT
This bill authorizes the State by contract to extend the coverage
of the employee drug prescription program to include employees
retiring after 25 or more years of service and who have an illness

characterized as terminal.




SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1654

with Senate conmiittee ainendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 9, 1981

As amended by committee, this bill permits members of the State
Police Retirement System who retired on or after January 1, 1980 with
25 or nmiore years of service and who are certified as being terminally
ill as of the time of retirement, to participate in the employee drug
preseription prograni.

The committee amendments clarify the intent of the sponsor to limit
the bill to terminally ill State Police who retired on or after January
1, 1980.



1 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERIOR
FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE. ) FOR FURTHER IHFORMATIGN
NOVEMSER 12, 1981 S ’ C T T U KATHRYN FORSYTH T

- Governor Brendan Byrne today signed the following bills: — -

'5—1295_'Sponsored'ﬁy Senator tatthew Feldman (D~Bergen‘; which ‘expands
the scope of the eVIdenta1ry pr1v11eges resPect1ng conf1dentaa1 conuunicafions
betﬁeen a priest and a penitent or between apsycho]og1st:and a c11ene..

ThepSycho]og}stc]lent pr1y1]egethn1ch stands on the same basis;asm_;

the attorney-client privilege, is expanded to cover communicatiens involving a .

group or fami]y_receivihg therapy.;.

T Under the existing priest-penitent privilege, a cTergyman may not be
compelled to disclose confessions or other confidential communications made ta

him "in his professional characfer or as a spiritual advisor.™

Th1s b111 expands that pr1v1]ege ta include: “re1at10ns and communwcatlons5

7,between and among h1m and 1nd1V1duals, coupTes fam111es or groups w}th respect -

~ to the exercise of his profess1ona1 counseling role."

S 1654 sponsored by Senator dayne Dumont (R—Warren), wq]ch aULhOrxzes -

Ta

the State to.extend the.coverage of the emp]oyee.drug pPeSCPIPLTOG program to

include term1na11y i1l emp]oyees who retxred.under the State P011ce Ree1rement

,System on or after January 1, 1980, w1th at ]east 25 years of serv1cev
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