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[SEJCOXD OFFICIAJ~ COpy RLDPRINrrl 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3285 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTHODUCED MARCH 26, 1981 

By Assemblyman DOYLE 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary, Law, Public Safety
 

and Defense
 

AN ACT to amend the title of "An act authorizing the conducting, 

operating and playing of certain amusement games, whether of 

chance or skill, or both, where the prizes or awards to be given 

shall be of merchandise only, of a retail value not in excess of 

$15.00, and the charge for the privilege of playing shall not 

exceed $0.25; providing for the licensing, regulation and control 

by a commissioner, of the conducting and operating of such 

games; providing restrictions as to the places where such games 

may be conducted and operated; providing that certain playing 

for money or other valuable things is not authorized; providing 

for the operation and inoperation of the act in any municipality 

when so determined by referendum vote therein; and providing 

for the submission of this act to the legal voters of the State for 

their approval or rejection before the same shall become opera­

tive within this State," approved June 16, 1959 (P. L. 1959, c. 

109), so that the same shall read: 

"AN ACT authorizing the conducting, operating and playing of cer­

tain amusement games, whether of chance or skill, or both, where 

the prizes or awards to be given shall be of merchandise only, 

of a **[retail]** value to be determined by "[a commissioner]"" 

"the Amusement Garnes Control Commissioner", and the charge 

for the privilege of playing shall be determined by "[a]" "the" 

commissioner; providing for the licensing, regulation and con­

trol by *[a]* ""the* conmiissioner, of the conducting and operat­

ing of such games; providing restrictions as to the places where 

such games may be conducted and operated; providing that 

certain playing for money or other valuable things is not autho­

rized; providing for the operation and inoperation of the act in 

any municipality when so determined by referendum vote therein; 

and providing for the submission of this act to the legal voters of 

ExPLANATION-Mauel' enclosed in bold-faced brackets [lhus] in the aboye bill 
is not enaeted and 'is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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the State for their approval or rejection before the same shall 

become operative within this State," amending the body of said 

act, and providing for the submission of this act to the legal 

voters of the Stolte for their approval or rujectiou before the 

same shall become operative within this State. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The title of P. L. 1959, c. 109 is amended to read as follows: 

2 ~..A~N ACT authorizing the conducting, operating and playing of cer­

3 tain amusement games, whether of chance or skill, or both, where 

4 the prizes or awards to be given shall be of merchandise only, 

5 of a **[retail]** value [not in excess of $15.00] to be determined 

6 by "'[a commissioner]''' "the Amusement Games Control Com­

7 missioner" and the charge for the privilege of playing shall 

8 [not exceed $0.25] be determined by *[a]* "'the'" commissioner; 

9 providing for the licensing, regulation and control by "'[ar "the" 

10 commissioner, of the conducting and operating of such games; 

11 providing restrictions as to the places where such games may be 

12 conducted and operated; providing that certain playing for money 

13 or other valuable things is not authorized; providing for the 

14 operation and inoperation of the act in any municipality when so 

15 determined by referendum vote therein; and providing for the 

16 submission of this act to the legal voters of the State for their 

17 approval or rejection before the same shall become operative 

18 within this State. 

1 2. Section 8 of P. L. 1959, c. 109 (C. 5 :8-107) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 8. [No more than $0.25] The "'[commissioner]* "Armisemeni 

4 Games Control Commissioner" shall determine the **[maximum]** 

5 amount for any 1 game which shall be charged or accepted by any 

6 licensee from any 1 player or participant as an entry fee or 

6A payment for the privilege of participating therein. No prize or 

7 prizes shall be offered or given in any single game except of 

8 merchandise and the U[maxi'l'num]** amount of the **[retail]*';;' 

o value of the merchandise prize or prizes so to be offered and given 

10 in any such game shall [not exceed in the aggregate sum of $15.00 

11 of retail value] be determined by the commissioner and all winners 

12 shall be determined and all prizes shall be awarded in any game 

13 forthwith upon the completion of the game and before making or 

14 accepting any charge for participation in any subsequent game. 

15 The commissioner shall make his determination pursuant to this 

16 section after a public hearing has been held thereon uand subject 

17 to the provisions of P. L. 1981, c. 27 (C. 52:14B-4.1 et seq.T'", 
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1 3. For the purpose of complying with the provisions of the State
 

2 Constitution, this act shall be submitted to the people for their
 

3 approval or rejection at the next general election to be held 45 or
 

4 more days following the date of its enactment.
 

1 4. There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at
 

2 such election the following:
 

3 If you favor making the act described below operative within the
 

4 State, make a cross (X), plus (+) or check (V) in the square
 

5 opposite the word "Yes."
 

6 If you are opposed to making the act described below so opera­


7 tive, make a cross (X), plus (+) or check (V) in the square
 

8 opposite the word "No."
 

DETERMINATION OF **[ENTRY FEES]*'" 

**Participant's Fee'" AND VALUES OF 

PRIZES FOR AMUSEMENT GAMES 

**[Shall chapter of the laws of 
1981 authorizing the State Amusement 
Games Control Commissioner to set the 
maximum fee to be charged a player as 
an entry or participant fee for an amuse­

Yes. ment game and the maximum retail value 
of any prize offered or given in an amuse­
ment game, after a public hearing has 
been held thereon, be approved and be­
come operative 7]** 

**Shall chapter """" of the laws of 
1981 compelling the State Amusement 
Games Control Commissioner to set the 
participant's fee and the value of any 
prize offered or given in an amusement 
game, after a public hearing has been 
held thereon and subject to the provi­
sions of P. L. 1981, c. 27 (C. 52:14B-4.1 
et seq.), be approved and become opera­
tive? 

Interpretative Statement 

This question, if approved by the pub­
lic, would make possible the first change 
m. the "Amusement Games Licensing

No. Law," P. L. 1959, c. 109 (C. 5 :8-100 et 
seq.) since its inception in 1959. Such 
changes would respond to the public's 
desire for larger and better prizes as 
well as any needed changes in fees to 
correspond with such prizes as well as 
inflation. Such changes could only be 
done after a public hearing and legisla­
tive review." 

9 The chapter number assigned to this act shall be inserted in the 

10 appropriate place in the foregoing question. 
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11 In any election district in which voting machines are used the 

12 question shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used upon the 

13 voting machines with the foregoing instructions to the voters but 

14 with instructions to vote "Yes" or "No" by the use of such machines 

15 without marking as aforesaid. 

1 5. If at such election a majority of all the votes cast both for and 

2 against the approval of this act shall be cast in favor of the 

3 approval thereof, then all of its provisions shall forthwith take 

4 effect throughout the State. 

1 6. This section and .sections 3, 4, and 5 of this act shall take effect 

.2 immediately and the remainder of this act shall take effect as 

3 hereinbefore provided. 
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1 4. There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at
 

2 such election the following:
 

3 If you favor making the act described below operative within the
 

4 State, make a cross (X), plus (+) or check (V) in the square
 

5 opposite the word "Yes."
 

6 If you are opposed to making the act described below so opera­


7 tive, make a cross (X), plus (+) or check (V) in the square
 

8 opposite the word "No."
 

DETERMINATION OF ENTRY FEES AND 
VALUES OF PRIZES FOR AMUSEMENT 

Yes. GAMES 

Shall chapter of the laws of 1981 
authorizing the State Amusement Games 
Control Commissioner to set the maxi­
mum fee to be charged a player as an 
entry or participant fee for an amuse­
ment game and the maximum retail value 

No. of any prize offered or given in an amuse­
ment game, after a public hearing has 
been held thereon, be approved and be­
come operative l 

I 

9 The chapter number assigned to this act shall be inserted in the 

10 appropriate place in the foregoing question. 

11 In any election district in which voting machines are used the 

12 question shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used upon the 

13 voting machines with the foregoing instructions to the voters but 

14 with instructions to vote "Yes" or "No" by the use of such machines 

15 without marking as aforesaid. 

1 5. If at such election a majority of all the votes cast both for and 

2 against the approval of this act shall be cast in favor of the 

3 approval thereof, then all of its provisions shall forthwith take 

4 effect throughout the State. 

1 6. This section and sections 3, 4, and 5 of this act shall take effect 

2 immediately and the remainder of this act shall take effect as 

3 hereinbefore provided. 

STATEMENT 

In 1959 the "Amusement Games Licensing Law," P. L. 1959, c. 

109 (C. 5:8-100 et seq.) established limits on the entry or partici ­

pant fee for amusement games and on the retail value of prizes 

offered in such games. These limits have never been revised. In 

order to meet the changing times and demands of participants this 

bill would give the Amusement Games Control Commissioner the 

fJ 32 ¥S ( I 'I f / ) 
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flexibility to change the amounts which maybe wagered by and the 

retail value of prizes offered to participants in these games. 

For the purposes of complying with the provisions of the State 

Constitution the bill contains provisions for its submission to the 

people for their approval or rejection. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEJJIBLY, No. 3285 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATlj~D: MAY 14, 198] 

Tn E)3!1 HlP "Amusement Garnes Licensing Law," P. L. ]959, c. 109 

(C. 5 :8-100 et seq.) established limits on the entry or participant fee 

for amusement games and on the retail value of prizes offered in such 

games. These limits have uever been revised despite the changing times 

and demands of participants. The Amusement Games Control Com­

missioner would have Ilexibilitv 10 change the amounts which may be 

wagered by and the retail value of prizes offered to participants in 

these games. 

For the purposes of complying with the provisions of the State Con­

stitutiou the bill contains provisions for its submission to the people 

for their approval or rejection. 

The bill, as amended, makes several technical clarifying changes. 
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S,,:?T013ER 2/+, 1981 

by As s er ib Lyman John Paul Doyle (Ds-Oce an) , at a p ub Lic c e r eraon y in, rLO:23 Li'Jer. 

Th~ bill place' a question Or'. the Novcmb e r b2110t author i.z Lng ASUS:',,-lent 

Games Con t ro L Comnds s Lonc r Joseph Lerner to set max imun charg2sfor p Lay i.ng 

amusement games and raaximum price values on 3.Llus2::J.entprizes 0 

Maximum charges for amusement games are currently set at 25-cen~s and 

nax;ml~ prize values at $15000. Neither has been chiliiged since 1959. 

Ltapproved by the voters, &~y proposed changes in amUS20ent g~e fees or 

prize values will be subj ect to public hearing, no t Lce and other reqci:reUe!Tt3 cf 

the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Two similar ballot questions uere defeated. TIle first, in 1976, sought to 

increase maximum allowable fees from 25-cents to 50-cents aQd prize values frG3 

$15 'to $100. The second, in 1980, "(.;ou.1..d have amended the State. Constitution arui 

authorized the Legislature to '!'egulate amusement g::wes ~ fees and prize "'la1.u:'3s. 

-'(if 1( if
" 
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