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[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1352 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED MARCH 13', 1980 

By	 Assemblymen VILLANE, McMANIMON, SAXTON, CARDIN­

ALE, Assemblywoman GLUCK, Assemblymen BENNETT, 

CODEY and SNEDEKER 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT providing for the purchase of optical scanners for use by 

the blind and visually impaired, supplementing chapter 74 of 

Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes, and making an appro­

priation therefor. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The Commissioner of Education "'after consu'uation with the 

2 Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired'" sLall purchase 

3 and provide to "'[each designated area library]'" "'designated area 

4 libraries or other public !ar:ilities accessible to the blind or visually 

5 impaired that may be appropr'iate" an optical scanner, wldch con­

6 verts printed materials into synthetic speech for the benefit of the 

7 blind and visually impaired. The commissioner shall provide for 

8 the training of *[Jibrary]* personnel in the proper use of these 

9 devices. 

1 2. There is appropriated to the Department of Education the 

2 sum of*[$550,OOO.OO]'" "'$160,000.00* or so much thereof as is 

3 necessary, to carry out the provisions of this act. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
ExPL4NATlON-Matter	 enclosed In bold·laeed brackets [thus] in the abo"e bill 

is not enacted and ill intended to be ondtted in the law. 



ASSEMBL Y, No. 1352
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 13-, 1980 

By	 Assemblymen VILLANE, McMANIMON, SAXTON, CARDIN­

ALE, Assemblywoman GLUCK, Assemblymen BENNETT, 

CODEY and SNEDEKER 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT providing for the purchase of optical scanners for use by 

the blind and visually impaired, supplementing chapter 74 of 

Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes, and making an appro­

priation therefor. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The Commissioner of Education shall purchase and provide 

2 to each designated area library an optical scanner, which converts 

3 printed materials into synthetic speech for the benefit of the blind 

4 and visually impaired. The commissioner shall provide for the 

5 training of library personnel in the proper use of these devices. 

1 2. There is appropriated to the Department of Education the 

2 sum of $550,000.00 or so much thereof as is necessary, to carry out 

3 the provisions of this act. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill, similar to one recently enacted in the state of New 

York, provides for the placement of optical scanners in each of the 

26 currently designated area libraries in the State. The optical 

scanner, which translates written word into spoken word, provides 

for improved access to educational and recreational reading ma­

terials for thousands of our visually handicapped citizens. 

Although this bill appropriates the sum of $550,000.00 it should 

be noted that this amount includes the cost of training and in­

stallation as well as actual purchase. The cost per machine is 

expected to decrease substantially due to current increased produc­

tion of this relatively new design and by negotiation through bulk 

order. The need for a somewhat lesser amount than the original 

appropriation will likely result. 



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1352 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DA'.rED: JUNE 30, 1980 

PROVISIONS: 

The Assembly Education Committee favorably reports Assembly 

Bill No. 1352 which requires the Commissioner of Education to purchase 

and provide an optical scanner for each area library. $550,000.00 is 

appropriated for the purchase of such scanners. 

BACKGROUND: 

The optical scanner converts printed material into synthetic speech. 

By placing optical scanners in the 26 regional libraries information 

from printed materials will be available to blind individuals without 

having to depend upon volunteer readers, or converting the materials 

into hraille or talking books. The 26 regional libraries, known as 

"Area" Libraries, are located so that no person desiring to use an 

optical scanner will have to travel more than 30 minutes. 

]'ISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are 26 area libraries in the State. One of the libraries has 

already purchased a scanner, and another is considering the purchase 

of one. The scanners cost approximately $23,000.00. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1352 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 24, 1980 

The bill provides for the purchase of optical scanners and their 

installation in 26 area libraries throughout the State. The optical 

scanner translates written word to spoken word for the benefit of the 

visually impaired. The bill appropriates $550,000.00. 



LAW UBRARY COpy 
00 NOT REMOVE 

SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE
 

ASSElVIBL Y, No. 1352 
-- . -. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
])~\.:TED: JANUARY 22, 1981 

_\ssembly Bill Number 1352 appropriates $550,000.00 to the Depart­

ment of Education to provide each arc-a lilJrary in tlle State with 

an Dptical semmel' which benefits the blind. The Commissioner of 

Education is also charged with the responsibility for training library 

personnel in the proper use of the scanners. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

June 15, 1981 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1352 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 1, paragraph 14(b) of the Constitution, 

herewith return Assembly Bill No. 1352 with my l"jections for reconsideration. 

This bill requires the Commissioner of Education to providp in each of the 

State's 26 designated area libraries an optical scanner, which converts printed 

materials into synthetic speech for the benefit of the blind and visually im­

paired. Library personnel are to be trained in the proper use of the device. 

The bill appropriates $550,000 to the Department of Education for this purpose. 

While I support a program of providing optical scanners throughout the 

State, we do not have sufficient State revenues, in light of other demands, to 

fund the full amount of this supplemental appropriation. I recommend that we 

start with an appropriation of $160,000. That sum should enable purchase of 

about seven such machines which I am advised is the minimum number necessary for 

a meaningful initiation of such a progrqrn. In addition, I would like to see 

more flexibility in fixing the location of such equipment and to require 

consultation with the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired in order to 

assure that the optical scanners are put in the most useful locations. 

Accordingly, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 1352 for reconsideration 

and recommend that it be amended as follows: 

Page 1, Section 1, line 1: After "Education" insert "after 
consultation with the Commission for 
the Bl,ind, and, VisuaUy Irnpaired,." 

Page 1, Section 1, line 2: Delete "each designated area library" 
and insert "designated area libraries 
or other public facilities accessible to 
the blind or visually impaired that may 
be appropriate." 

Page 1, Section 1, line 5: Delete "library" 

Respectfully, 

lsi Brendan Byrne 

GOVERNOR 

[seal] 

Attest: 

lsi Harold L. Hodes 

Chief of Staff, Secretary 



FROML~E OFFICE OF Y~E GOV£fu~OR 

FOR I~~DLATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER I~?OP~L~TION 

JULY 27, 1981 Y.ATHRYN FORSYTIi 

Governor Brendan Byrne today signed a bill requiring th~ 

installation of optical scanne:rs ~- mach:5.nes which convert printed 

materials into' synthetic speech to aid.the blind and visually 

impaired ~~ in designated area libraries or other appropriate 

p~blic facilities accessible to visually impaired people •. 

1he bill, A-1352, was sponsored. by Assemhl}~ ~~thony 

Vi.llane (D-Monmouth). The Governor signed the bill in a public 

ceremony in his office. 

The bill appropriates $160~OOO whic~.should allow tbe 

Department of Education to purchase seven machines. and train.1Lbra~/ 

persor~el in their proper use. 

Governor Byrne conditionally vetoed the original measure 

Fhidl appropriated $550 pOOO. on June 15~ saying that 'YThilehe supported 

the pr.ogram and the concept, the state did llnot have sufficient revenu.es;;, 

in light of: ether demands, to fund the full amount:· of the supplemental 

appropriation." 

He said the $160 i 000 should be sufficient to purch2.se eno·'.1gh 
. 

machines "for a meaningful initiai.:ion of such a program. H 

The Legislature concurred Hiththe Governor-Is reccrr:mendations. 

New Jersey currently has four optical scanne~::s~ purchased 

wi til federal funds p at Ramapo College, the Ocean County Libr:a~.1,. the 

Picatinuy Arsenal and the Offices of the New Jersey Con~ssion for 

the Blind and the Visually Impaired in Newark. 
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Together With Other Valuable Materials
 

From the Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary
 

201st SESSION -1978 

Laws of the Regular-;- Second--a-n~ Third 
Extr~ordin~;r.:y S~~ions ; 

Chapters '('fQ6' to'" 793 
• '.' <":, .4. 

-- .. 

202nd SESSION -1979 

Laws to Recess of the Regular Session 

Chapters I to 726 

B T. 1'.a. v ro, XI ••• 

WEST PUBLISHING 00. 



Ch.659 LAWS OF NEW YORK 

The creation of a commission on alcohol and substance abme preven­
tion and education can provide enhanced efforts to stem the rising tide 
of drug and alcohol abuse, both separately and in conjunction with one 
another, with particular emphasis on children and youth. 

§ 2. Paragraph two of subdivision (a) of section 19.07 of snch law as 
added by chapter nine hundred seventy-eight of the laws of nineteen 
hundred seventy-seven, is amended to read as follows: 

2. survey and analyze the state's needs and, with the advice of the ad­
visory council on alcoholism, and in accordance with the requirements 
of subdivision (b) of section 5.07 and article forty-one of thill chapter,l 
formulate a compreheDllive plan for long range development, through 
utilization of a network of federal, state, local and private :resources, of 
adequate services and facilities for the prevention and control of alco­
holism and alcohol abuse, and from time to time revise such plan, ensur­
ing that any alcoholism programs so funded have as part of their pro­
gram mission the delivery of services to women; 

1 Mental Hygiene La.w } 41.01 et seq. 

§ 3. Subdivision (a) of section 19.07 of such law is amended byadd­
ing a new paragraph twenty-a to read as follows: 

20-a. to provide for the development of svstem'i and programs 
through which individua.ls in the state's public and private work force 
who are afflicted with the illness of. alcoholism, are identified and :re­
ferred for assistance, ensurin~ that these systems and pl"@rRmS provide 
emphasis upon the special needs of working women who are affected by 
alcoholism; 

§ 4. Such law is amended by adding a new section 19.08 to read as 
follows: 

§ 19.08 Reports with respect to alcoholism among women 
The division shall on or before the first day of April in each year file 

a written report with the goovernor, the temporary president of the 
senate and the speaker of the assembly summarizing the results of ~ 

~cial system or program directed at the special needs or women af­
fected by alcoholism. Such report shall include but not be limited to a 
statistical analysis of the effectiveness of snchprograms initiated bv the 
division together ",ith suggested legislation deemed necessarr or proper 
for the implementation of new programs or future success and develop­
ment of existing programs. 

§ 5. This net shall take effect thirty days after the date on which 
it shall have become a law. 

Purchase of Optical Scanners for Library Systems­

Use by Blind and Visually Handicapped
 

CHAPTER 660
 
An Act to provide for the purchase of certa.in type" of opticai 3Canners. 

for use by the blind and vt"uaJly handicapped. by a library sys­
tem and making an appropriation therefor. 

Approved and effective July 11, 1979. 

The People 0/ the State 0/ New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as /oUows: 

Section 1. The commissioner of education in the education depart­
ment is hereby authorized and directed within such amounts appropriated 

1262 Chang•• or addU/ena In text are Indlcattd by underline 



1979 REGULAR SESSION Ch.661 
therefor, to allocate to each of the twenty-two library systems within this 
state such amounts as will enable each libraly liystem to purchase an 
optical scanner as hereinafter provided. Each library system, within 
such amounts as may be allocated therefor and as may otherwise be 
available for use by such library system, shall contract for, and pur­
chase, a mini-eomputer which has an optical scanner which converts 
written words to synthetic speech used as a reading device for the blind 
and visually handicapped. Upon purchase, each library system shall 
place such optical scanner in a library located within such system which 
is most accessible to the blind and visually handicapped population of 
such library system. . 

§ 2. The sum of five hundred fifty thousand dollars ($550,000), or 
so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state 
purposes fund, not otherwise appropriated, and made immediately avail­
able to the commissioner of education for allocation pursuant to the 
provisions of section one of this act. No moneys shall be allocated and 
paid to any library system by the commissioner until the commissioner 
has approved the purchase contract for such optical scanner by a library 
system pursuant to section one of this act. If such purchase contracts 
are approved and duly executed, such money shall be payable on the 
audit and warrant of the comptroller on vouchers certified or ap­
proved by the commissioner in the manner prescribed by law. 

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Children's Camps-Regulation 

CHAPTER 661 
An Act to amend the public health law, In relation to regulation of 

advertising and solicitation practices performed within the state 
by certain camps and limiting the payment of fees upon filing of 
disclosure statements. 

Approved and effective .July 11. 1979. 

The People of the State of New York, represtnted in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as foUows: 

Section L Section fourteen hundred two of the public health law, as 
added by chapter eight hundred ninety-eight of the laws of nineteen 
hundred seventy-seven, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1402. Delivery of disclosUre sta.tement to puent 
1. ~ litef'fttQf'e, 88lieitftti8ft IMfttcfiftl, cftf'8111Ml!f1t 8f)Jlli llftti9R ~ 
~ CRF9!11f1CRt e&~l'aet ~ ~ eF lIeli...eF8E1 4;e ft ~~ 
iBg ~ tfie 6tft.te f&f' flt!Ffl811eEi ef A copy of the short form disclosure 
statement shall be mailed or delivered by the owner, director or other 
person soliciting- the enrollment of a child residing within the state for 
any children's camp located without the state eIHMl ee ft1l1l81f1}'llMlieli ~ 
8 ~ ef tfie ~ feF.m EliselesQFe statclflcftt to the parent or guardi2.n 
of such child. Ruch disclosure statement may accompany any literature 
or solicitation material mailed or delivered to such parent or guardian, 
but in no event, shall such disclosure statement be mailed or delivered 
to such parent or guardian later than the mailing or delivery of en­
rollment application forms and/or enrollment contract forms. 

2. No advertisement, or other solicitation material, or enrollment 
application form or enrollment contract or short form, shall contain 

detettons by st,lIte811h 1263 
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