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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST

NJSA 39:4-34 - 39:4-36 (Pedestrians - right of way within crosswalks
at intersections)

LAWS 1981 ‘CHAPTER 220

Bill No._ A1399  (A593)

Sponsor(s) Weidel

Date Introduced April 14, 198Q

Committee:

Assembly Judiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense

Senate

Law, Public Safety and Defense

Amended during passage

Yes "&§

according to Governor's recommendations:

Date of Passage:

Senate

Date of approval

Assembly

Dec. 8, 1980

March 23, 1981

July 20, 1981

Following statements are attached if available:

Sponser statement Yes Na (Below)
Committee Statement: Assembly ke No

Senate Yes Na
Fiscal Note ¥es No
Veto Message Yes Mo
Message on signing Yax No
Following were printed:
Reports R No
Hearings Yo No
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Amendments denoted by asterisks
Re-enact 6-11-81
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This bill provides that pedestrians crossing intersections within crosswalks,

whether marked or unmarked, shall have the right-of-way.

In addition, this bill directs

the O0ffice of Highway Safety to conduct a public information campaign and a study to
determine the most effective manner of implementation of the bill.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

.

INTRODUCIED APRIL 14, 1980

By Asscwblyman WEIDEL

Referred to Committee on Judiciary, Liaw, Public Safety and Defense
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Ax Acr concerning the right-of-way of pedestrians, amending
sections 39:4-34, 39:4-35, and 39:4-36 of the Revised Statutes,
and directing the Office of Highway Safety to conduct a public
information campaign and a study to determine the most effective

manner of implementation of this act.

Be 1t evacrep by the Senate and (General Assembly of the Statc
of New Jersey:

1. R. S. 39:4-34 is amended to vead as follows:

39:4-34. Where traffic is not controlled and directed either hy a
police officer or a traffic control signal, pedestrians shall eross the
roadway within a crosswalk or, in the absence of a crosswalk, and
where not otherwise prolibited, at right angles to the roadwayﬁz,
and when erossing at a point other than at a crosswalk shall yield the
right-of-way to all vehicles on the roadway(. It shall be unlawful
for a pedestrian to cross any highway having roadways separated
by a medial barrier, except where provision is made for pedestrian
crossing. On all highways where there are no sidewalks or paths
provided for pedestrian use, pedestrians shall, when practicahle,
walk only on the extreme left side of the roadway or its shoulder
facing approaching trafiic.

‘Where sidewalks are provided it shall be unlawful for any pedes-
trian to wallk along and upon an adjacent roadway.

2. R, S. 39:4-35 is amended to read as follows:

39:4-35. No operator of a vehicle shall fail to give the wvht of-
way to a pedestrian at a crosswalk, whether marked oy unmarked,
where the pedestrian having started to cross with the proper
signal finds himself still within the intersection when the signal
changes.

3. R. S. 39:4-36 is amended to read as follows:

EXPTANATION—Maiter enclosed in bold-fneed brackets [l}wg] in the above bBill
is ot enacted and is intended to he omitted in the law.
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SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFEDSE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT 70

ASSEMBLY, No. 1399

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: YEBRUARY 19, 1951

Tz bhill provides that pedesirians crossing intersections within
eroxowalks, whether marvked or unmarked, shall have the right-of-way.
I aqddition, this bill diveels the Office of Highway Safety to conduct
a public information campaign und a study to determine the most effee-
tive manner of implementation of the bill.

Testimony from the Oilice of Ilighway Safety at the comitice
meeting wdicated that appreximately 300 pedestrians are killed
annually in New Jersey and thousands are imjured. New Jersey has a
heher percentage of pedestrinn deaths than the uational average. The
l

reasons why are not clear. Thevefore, the Division of Moeotor Vehieles

cndorses the bill



STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Execurivie DEPARTMENT

June 8, 1981

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1399

To the Ceneral Assembly:

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14(b) of the Constitution,
I am returning Assembly Bill No. 1399, with my objections for rveconsideration.

This bill provides that pedestrians crossing intersections within
crosswalks, whether marked or unmarked, shall have the right-of-way. In
addition, this bill directs the Office of Highway Safety to couduct a public
information campaign and a study to determine the most effective manner of
implementation of the bill. Under present law, only pedestrians in marked
crosswalks have the right~of-way.

Certain aspects of drivers and pedestrians responsibilities remain
unclear in this bill.

Accordingly, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 1399 for reconsidera-—
tion and recommend that it be amended as follows:

Page 2, Section 3, Line 10: After "yield.' imsert

"Nothing contained herein shall relieve a pedestrian from
using due care for his safetry.”

Page 2, Section 3, After Line 14: Add two new paragraghs
P

"Every pedestrian upon a roadway at any point other than
within a marked crosswalk or within an unumarked crosswalk at
an intersection shall yield the right—~of-way to all vehicles
upon the roadway.

"Nothing contained herein shall relieve a driver from the
duty to exercise due care for the safety of any pedestrian upon
a roadway."

Respectfully,

/s/ Brendan Byrne

GOVERNOR

[seal]
Attest:

/s/ Yarold L. Hodes

CHIEF OF STAFF, SECRETARY
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