
--

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST
 

MJSA .3_9_:~4~-_3~4~-~3~9~:4~-_3~6~ (Pedestrians - right of way within crosswalks 
at intersections) 
'CHAPTER 220 

Sponsor(s} Weidel---==------------------------­
_~~;';"'-=-:'.;l."".;~;"::: -

Date Introduced April 14, 1980 _ 

Committee: Assembly	 Judiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense 

Law, Public Safety and DefenseSenate__-=;;.;..;.,l....;;;'-'O~.......-.~.;..;;.'__=~===.,;;.....	 _
 

Amended during passage Yes . 'NGl Amendments denoted by asterisks 
according to Governor's recommendations: 

Date of Passage: Assembly Dec. 8, 1980 Re-enact~ 6-.ll-81 .. - "'.-e ."1 
I 

-"" A • 

"";';';;;;';;";;;~;;";"'il...,;;;;";;";'~  

Senate__ March 23, 1981 _ Re-enact~ 6~2,-2l 

-...~ 

~.,.Date of approval-	 July 20, 1981 _~;;...::.::4-.:;.;;"..:!....;;:;.;;;.;;;.;;;... C) 
Following statements are attached if available:	 

~. 

--:C' 
Sponsor statement	 Yes (Below) " "j....,. ...........,...... 

Committee Statement: Assembly 'Kes No (-.. 

•
Senate Yes	 t\ 

., y,­

Fiscal Note	 No _...,. ., 

\. .~ ~ """" 
Veto Message Yes 

.- ..,' 

Message on signing No 

Following were printed: 

Reports No 

Hearings No 

Sponsor's statement: 

This bill provides that pedestrians crossing intersections within crosswalks, 
whether marked or unmarked, shall have the right-of-way. In addition, this bill directs 
the Office of Highway Safety to conduct a public information campaign and a study to 
determine the most effective manner of implementation of the bill. 

" ' 

6/~/81 , " 



[O.B'11'ICIJ\L COpy In~pB.JN'J'] 

ASSEIY1}BI~Y, l)J ~~ 1399 

ST/\TE i~~ E\fV J E·RSf::V
 --------_.­
IN'i'HODUC]!}D APIUIj 14, 1980 

By Assonblyman WEIDEL 

Referred to Committee all Judici.ary, Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN A.cT concerning tue right-of-'way of pedestrians, amending 

sections 39 :4--34, 39 :4-35, and 39 :4-36 of the Revised Statutes, 

and directing the Office of Highway Safety to conduct a pul)lic 

information campaign and a study to determine the most effective 

manner of implementation of this act. 

1 BE IT ENAC'l'ED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New .Jersey: 

1 1. 11. S. 39 :4:-34 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 39 :4:-34. Where traffic is not controlled and directed either by a
 

3 police officer or a traffic control sig-ml1, pedestrians shall cross the
 

4 roadway within a crosswalk or, in the absence of a crosswalk, and
 

5 where not otherwise proltibited, at right angles to the roadway[,
 

6 and when crossing at a point other than at a crosswalk shnll yield the
 

7 right-of-way to all vehicles on the roadway]. It shall be unlawful
 

8 for a pedestrian to cross any Jlighway baving roadways separated
 

9 by a medial barrier, except where provision is made for pedestrian
 

10 crossing. On all highways where there are no sidewalks or paths
 

11 provided for pedestrian usc, pedestrians sha11, wlten practical)le,
 

12 walk only on the extreme left side of the roadway or its shoulder
 

13 facing approaching traffic.
 

14 'Vhere sidewalks are provi.ded it shall be unlawful for any pedes­

15 trian to walk along and upon an adjacent roadway.
 

1 2. R. S. 39 :4-35 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 39 :4:-35. No operator of a vellicle shall fail to give the rigl1t-of­

3 way to a pedestrian at a crosswalk, whether marked or l.lnmar7c~d,
 

4 where the pedestrian lulVing started to crOSR with the proper
 

5 signal finds himself 8t111 wit11in the intersection \vhen the signal
 

G changes.
 

1 :3. R S. 39 :4-3G it, amcmc1pd to rN'I\1 ;\s follows: 
I~x.PJ..AT'iAT~Ol'i'-MI'!l"r eJldo~..,.J in hoM-fM".l hrl\c!wtl\ [tlH'~] in !h.~ :tbo".. I,m 

is not erHlrl.-,d "nil iR j"t.,,,,l..,! to ho omiu.,<l in tho law. 



SENATE LA\"\I, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEf'El:"J3E
 
CO:f.'AMITTEE
 

ASSEPdBLY, No .. 1399 

S,'fATE OF l'JEVV JERSEY
 

DArl'11~J): YI'~BlnJ.\U Y 19, 1~)81 

,:"._:, I)ill In"ovide~ tll<lt Ilf'(.1e3Iritws erm;sing illtc~rscdiolls within 

(TU:: --nilk", whether lllcu·h·c! OJ' 1lIllwukt~d, skdl. lta\,f' the rig'ht-of--way, 

11~ ;,i·1Jitiolt, this bill eli red:,; the Ortiee of Higlnvay Safety to culltluet 

a lJ1;hljc infortJlatioll CillllU<ltgn hnd il ;,;tudy to detUl'lllillf' t.he JtlOi'lt efr(~c­

tive lnUJl1lcr of i]jl}J1cll((~lllationor tIIU bil1. 

'J'esti!1I011)' hOll! tlt(> Onice 01' J lighway Sal'et~' at lht, (~UlllllliU.ec 

lllt3eti!Jg illdj('uted thnt tljl/Ji'oXllllatd:-' ;300 I)(~,-h~:strians Hrc killod 

anrHally ill N(~w ,Jen:iey iJ~ld tltOW.,;t11C(;., are ill]Un~,1. N,~\\ :r(~n;I:Y has a 

hi2'lwr IwreHdag-" of Jledr~;-;tl'i:)jl ded]ls tiwn til(' llntiOJu1 ilw'rng"l;. 'rille 

Il'tlSonS why an~ lJUt c]rnl'. 1'1](~l'd<lj(;, the Division or }~otOT Vehicles 

l:llClon:es tll1; bill. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

EXECUTII'E U"P:\RTI\lENT 

June 8, 1981 

ASSEHBLY BILL NO. 1399 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph l4(b) of the Constitution, 

I am returning Assembly Bill No. 1399, with my objections for reconsideration. 

This bill provides that pedestrians crossing intersectiuns within 

crosswalks, whether marked or unmarked, shall have the right-of-way. In 

addition, this bill directs the Office of Highway Safety to conduct a public 

information campaign and a study to determine the most effective manner of 

implementation of the bill. Under present law, only pedesl~rians in marked 

crosswalks have the right-of-way. 

Certain aspects of drivers and pedestrians responsibilities remain 

unclear in this bill. 

Ac.cordingly, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 1399 f'Jr reconsidera­

tion and recommend that it be amended as follows: 

~~~_ Sect.ion 3, Line 10: After "yield." insert 

"Nothing contained herein shall relieve a pedestrian from 
using due care for his safety." 

"Every pedestrian upon a roadway at any point other than 
within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswa.lk at 
an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 
upon the roadway. 

"Nothing contained herein shall reli(~ve a dri ver from the 
duty to exercise due care for the safety of any pedestrian upon 
a roadway." 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Brendan Byrne 

GOVERNOR 

[seal] 

Attest:
 

/s/ Harold L. Hodes
 

CHIEF OF STAFF, SECRETARY 
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