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[SEOOND OF:B'IOIAL COpy REPH,INT] 

ASSEl\1BL Y~ No. 1463 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED APRIL 17, 1980 

By Assemblywoman GLUCK, Assemblymen DOWD, CARDINALE 

and Assemblywoman .M UHLER 

Referred to Committee on .Judiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense 

""[A SUPPLEMENT to]* ;;An act to amend U[and s1~pplement*]"" 

"An act authorizing counties amI certain mlmicipalities of this 

State to adopt ordinances 01' resolutions establishing offices of 

consumer affairs and grantilJg certail1 powers to thenl, validating 

certain ordinances or re;,;olution adopted or actions taken hereto

fore and supplementing l'itle 40 of the Hevised Statutes," ap

proved March 3, 1976 (P. L. JD75, c. 376; C. 40 :23-6.47 et seq.) 

"""'and supplernenting P. L. 19(10, G. 39 (C. 56 :8-1 et seq.r'''. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General .llssembly of the Sta,te 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. *" (New section)'" In any action in a court of appropriate juris

2 diction initiated by the director of any certified county or municipal 

3 office of consumer affairs, the offiee of consumer affairs shall be 

4 entitled, if successful in HIe action, to sueh penalties, fines or fees 

5 as may be authorized pursuant to chapter 8 of fJ.'itle 56 of the 

6 Revised Statutes and awarded by the court, and to the reasonable 

7 costs of any such action, including investigat.ive and legal costs, 

8 as may be filed with and approved by tbr court. Such costs shall be 

9 in addition to the taxed cosh~ authorized in successful proceedings 

10 under the Rules Governing tlle Courts of the St.ate of New Jersey. 

11 All moneys collected pursuant to this section shall be paid to the 

12 officer lawfully charged with the custody of the general funds of 

13 the county or municipality. 

1 +2. Section 1 of P. L. 1975, c. 37G (C. 40 :23--6.47) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 1. A county, by resolution 01'[, by] ordinance. as the case may be, 

4 01" a municipality [situatLod in a county in which no such county 

ExPLANATION-Marter enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thus] ill the aho"f! bill 
is not enacted And i~ intended to h", om~tted in the law. 
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5 of.fice then exists], by ordinance, may create and establish an office 

6 of consumer affairs to be administered by a county or municipal 

7 director of consumer affairs who shall be appointed by the govern

S ing body thereof. In addition, the governing body may provide 

9 for the employment of such other officers and employees as may be 

10 necessary or desirable for the proper conduct of the affairs of 

11 the office. The qualifications of the director and other officers and 

12 employees shall be establislJed by the Attorney General. 

1 3. (New section) All acts and things done or authorized by any 

2 county or municipality within the powers granted by this amenda

3 tory and supplementary act prio',. to its enactment are ratified and 

4 confirmed. Where any office of consumer affair's has heretofore been 

5 established in substantial conform'ity with the provisions of this act 

6 under and by vi'rtue of a 111 I tnic'i'[Jal ord'inance ?"uhich may be invalid 

7 by reason of the lack of powc'r of the 1Juu,nicipality to pass such 

8 ordinance, the ordinance and all acts amd proceedings thereunder 

9 are validated and confirmed. including any proceeding initiated 

10 within 90 days of the effective date of this aet to cMnpel compliance 

11 with or prevent the violation of the or"dinance; provided, however, 

12 that nothing in this section shall validate or authorize any act or 

13 thing which is expressly prohibited by the provisions of this act, 

14 or of any other' stahde of this State. '" 

1 *[2.]* "'4.* This act shall take effect immediately. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 1463 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED APRIL 17, 1980
 

By Assemblywoman GLUCK, Assemblymen DOWD, CARDINALE
 

and Assemblywoman MUHLER
 

Referred to Committee on .Judiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense
 

A SUPPLEMENT to II An act authorizing counties and certain munici

palities of this State to adopt ordinances 01' resolutions esb b

lishing offices of consumer affairs and granting certain powers 

to them, validating' certain ordinances or resolutions adopted 

or actions taken heretofore fwd SUPl)lementing 'Title 40 of tIle 

Revised Statutes," approved March 3, 1976 (P. L. 1975, c. .37G; 

C. 40:23-6.47 et seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Stoic 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. In any action in a court of appropriate jurisdiction initiated 

2 by the director of any certified county or muuicipal office of con

3 surner affairs, the office of consumer affairs shall be entitled, if 

4 successful in the action, to such penalties, lines or fees as lHay be 

5 authorized pursuant to chapter 8 of 'ritle 56 of the Revised Statutes 

6 and awarded by the court, and to the reasonable costs of any such 

7 action, including investigative and legal costs, as may be filed with 

8 and approved by the court. Such costs shall be in addition to the 

9 taxed costs authorized ill successful proceedings under the Rules 

10 Governing the Courts of the State of ;.rew Jersey. 

11 All moneys collected pursuant to tbis section sball be paid to the 

12 officer lawfully charged with the custody of the general funds of 

13 the county or municipality. 

1 2. 'rhis act shall take effect immedia1ely. 

STATKMEwr 

The purpose of tbis bill is to permit a certified county or munici

pal office of consumer affairs to recover the reasonable costs of 

prosecuting a violat.ion of the State '8 consnmer fraud act.s. The 
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bill also makes it clear that in a successful action, the local offiee 

shall be entitled to such fines or penalties, authorized by law, aR 

may be awarded by the conrt. Tbt' right to initiate such action 

or judicial proceeding has been delegated to local offices by sub

section a. of section 2 of P. L. 19'75, c. 376. This bill does not in

terfere with the right of the State Director of the Divisi·on of 

Consumer Affairs, pursuant to N. J. A. C. 13 :45A-13.7, to termi

nate, suspend or modify any litigation proposed by a local office. 



[OFFICIAIJ COpy REPRIN'l'] 

ASSEIVIBL Y, No. 1463 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED APRIL 17, 1980 

By Assemblywoman GLUCK, Assemblymen DUWD, CARDINALE 

and Assemblywoman MTJHLER 

Referred to Committee on J udicial'Y, Law, Public Safety and Defense 

*[A SUPPLEMENT to]" '~An Act to amend and st~pple1nent'~ "An act 

authorizing counties and certain municipalities of this State to 

adopt ordinances or resolutions establishing offices of consumer 

affairs and granting certain powers to them, validating certain 

ordinances or resolutions adopted 01' actions taken heretofore 

and supplementing Title 40 of the Revised Statutes," approved 

March 3, 1976 (P. L. 1975, c. 376; C. 40 :23-6.47 et seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Stale 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. "'(New section)'" In any action in a court of appropriate juris

2 diction initiated by the director of any certified county or municipal 

3 office of consumer affairs, the office of consumer affairs shall be 

4 entitled, if successful in the action, to sucb penalties, fines or fees 

oj as may be authorized pursuant to clmpter 8 of Title 56 of the 

G Revised Statutes and awarded by the court, and to the reasonable 

7 costs of any such action, including ilwestigative and legal costs, 

8 as may he filed ~with and approved by the court. Such costs shall be 

9 in addition to the taxed costs authorized in successful proceedings 

10 under the Rules Goyerning tLe Comts of the State of New Jersey. 

11 All moneys collected pUl'snnnt to this sectioll shall be paid to the 

12 officer lawfully charged with the cnstody of the general funds of 

13 the county or municipality. 

1 '''2. Section 1 of P. L. 1975, c. 376 (C. 40 :23-6.47) IS amended 

:2 to read as follows: 

3 1. A county, by resoluti.on 01'[, by] ordinance, a8 the case mcty be} 

4 or a municipality [situated ill a county in which no such county 

;) office then exists], by urdinance, may create and establish all office 

6 of consumer affairs to be administered by a county or municipal 

7 director of consnmer affairs who s11a11 be appointed by the govern-

EXPLANATION-l\'!auer enclosed in bold·faced bra~kets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the bw. 
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8 ing body thereof, In aclditioll, the governing body may provide 

9 for tlle employlnent of such other officers and employees as may be 

10 necessary or desirable for the proper conduct of the affairs of 

11 the office, 'nit, qualifications of th!:' dil'eetor and other officers and 

12 employees shull be e;:;tublished by the Attorney General. 

1 3. (New section) All acts and things done or authorized by any 

2 county or mw~icipality within the powet'S granted by this amenda

:3 tory and s~lpplMnentary act p'r'ior to its enactment arc ratified and 

4 confirll~ed. 'Wher'e elny office of cunsnmer a/lairs has heretofore been 

5 established ,in substantial confo1'1l/fiity UJith the p-rovisions of this act 

6 llnder and by virt'ue of a municipal ordinance which may be invalid 

7 by reason of the lack of power of the lInmicipality to pass such 

tj ordinance, the ordinance and all acts and proceedings thereunder 

~ are validated mtd cQnjir'fned, inclouding any proceeding initiated 

10 within rw days of the effective date of this act to con"pel compliance 

11 with or prevent the violation of the ordinance; provided, howeve'r, 

12 thed nothingiJ~ this section shallved'idate or autho'rize any act or 

13 thing which is expressly pr'ohib'ited by the p.rovisions of this act, 

14 OJ" of any other slcd'ute of this State. x, 

1 *[2.]* '~4.* This act shall take effect immediately. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

STATE:M:EN'l' fro 

ASSE~IBL Y, No. 1463 
with Assembly cOlllmittee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: :MAY 15, 1980 

The purpose of this bill is to permit a cprtifled county or J1J11niciprtl 

office of consumer affairs to recover the reasonable eosts of prosecuting 

a violation of the State's consumer fraud acts. Tlw hill also makes it 

clear that in a successful action, the local office sha]] he ('lltitled to such 

nnes or penalties, authorized hy law, as may be a\n11'ded 1~' the court. 

The right to initiate such action or judicial 11rOCe(~djng has been dele

gated to local offices by subsection a. of section 2 of P. L. U)75, c. 37G, 

r~rhis bill does not illterfere with the right of' the State Director of the 

Division of Consumer Affairs, pursuallt to N . .J. A. C. 13 :45A-13.7, to 

terminate, suspend or modify an~T litigation proposed by a local office. 

Conunittee amendments clarify the ahiljt~· and procedure whereby 

counties and municipalities can set up consumer affairs offices, and 

ratify certain otherwise legal actions taken b~' connty aIld municipal 

offices which might not have ueen validly established. 



ASSEMBt Y? No. 1463 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

ADoprrED :\IAY 19, 19t\O 

.L\l1lelJd page 1, Ii tle, liuo 1, olllit "A ::-; Ul'PLEj\1JmT to", insert" A K .ACYl' 

to alllend and '-llpplemont". 

Anwnd ]Jage 1, section 1, line 1, afte l' "1.", inseJ"t "(New section) ", 

AllJond page 1, section 1, line 13, insert n('w sections as follows: 

"2. Section] of P. L. 1975, c. 37G (C. 40 :23-G.'17) is Hmended to read 

as follows: 

1. A county, by resolution 01'[, by] ordinance.. as the case may be, 01' 

a 1llunicipality [situated in 11 connt:' in wl1ich no such county office then 

exists], by ordinance. ma~' create and 8stal)lish an office of consumer 

affairs to be administered by a county or ll1unicil)al director of con

SUllieI' affair's who shall be appointed by the govel'lling body thereof. 

In addition, the governing' bod:' llJay provide for the ernploymeut of 

such other officers and employees as may be necessary or desirable 

for the proper conduct of the affain.; of the office. 'l'he qualifications of 

t1]e director and other officers and elllployee:s shall be established by 

the Attorney General. 

~). (New section) All aets and t11ings clone or authorized by any county 

or Hlunicipality witbin the powers grantecl by this amendatory and 

supplementary act prior to its enactment are ratified and confirmed. 

vVhere any office of consnmer affairs has lJeretofore heen established in 

~mbstantial conformity with (he provisions of t11i8 act under and by 

virtue of a municipal ordinance which may be invalid by reason of the 

lack of power of the lllunicipality to pass sucll ordinance, the ordinance 

and all acts and proceedings thereunder are validated and confirmed, 

including any proceeding initiated witllin 90 days of the effective date 

of this act to compel compliance with or prevent the violation of the 

ordinance; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall validate 

or authorize any act or thing -which is expressly prohibited by the 

provisions of this act, or of an:' Ot]HH' statute of this State.". 

Amenc1page 1, section 2. line 1, omit "2.", insert "4.". 

EXPLANATION-Mauer enclosed in hold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted Rnd is intended 1o be omitted in Ihe law. 



SENATE JUDICIARY C01\1MITTEE 

STA'rElIlEN'l' TO 

ASSElVIBL Y, No. 1463 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVEMBER 10, 1980 

rrhe purpose of Assembly Ko. 146:3 is to permit county or municipal 

consumer aiTairs offices to recover the reasonable costs of prosecuting 

violations of the consumer fraud statutes. rl'he bill also makes clear that 

in a successful action, the local consumer affairs oHice is entitled to any 

fines or penalties awarded by the court. 

Assembly No. 1463 is also intended to clarify the procedure by which 

a county or municipality may establish a conS11lner affairs office to 

clarify that a municipality Irlay establish a consumer affairs office evell 

if a county office is already ill operation and to ratify otherwise legal 

actions taken by county and municipal consumer affairs ofiices which 

were not validly established. 

Assembly No. 1463 is supported by the N. J. League of Municipalities 

and the N. J. Association of Counties. 



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND PROFESSIONS
 
COMMITTEE
 

ASSElVIBLY, No. 1463 
with Assembly committee amemlments and 

Spnate committee amendmenb, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DArl'ED: FERn-UARY 19, 1981 

PROVISIONS OF THE BILL: 

This bill would permit certified county or mnnicipal consumer affairs 

offices to retain penalties, i111e8 01' fees avvarded in allY successful court 

action, instituted by the director of the office, in the prosecution of 

violations of the Consnmer Fraud Act (1-.•J. S. A. fi6 :8-1 pt seq.). rrhe 

office would be entitled to reasonable costs of the action, including 

investigative anc11egal costs. 

The bill would permit the creation of a consumer affairs ofGce in a 

municipality located in a county which already has a county consumer 

affairs office. P. L. 1975, c. 376, which is amended by this bill, originally 

had permitted a municipality to establish a COllSumer affairs office only 

in a county which did not have a county community affairs office. 

A "save harmless" dause ratifies otherwise legal actions taken by 

county or municipal consumer affairs oftlces which 'were not validly 

established. 

A technical amendment by the Senate Labor, Industry and Pro

fessions Committee corrects the title of the bill to insure proper alloca

tion of the law. 



SENATE COMMITTKFl AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBL Y, N0& 1463 
[OFFICIAL Cnpy REPIUNT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
ADOPTED FFlBRTTARY 19, 108J 

Amend page 1, title, line 1, after "amend", omit "and supplement". 

Amend page 1, title, line 7, after "seq.) ", insert "and supplementing 

P. L, 1960, c. 39 (C. 56 :8-1 et seq.)". 

\
I

I

I 



[SENATE REPRINT1 

ASSEIVIBL Y, No. 1463 
with Sena.te committee amendments adopted Februar~T 19, 1981 

[OFF!CUI, COpy Bl,prnxT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED APHJL 17, H)80 

By Assemblywomall GLUCK, Assemhlymen DOWD, CAIlDINAL1'J 

and A9"emhly,vo111anMUIJLEH 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary, Law, Puhlic Safety and Defense 

"[A SUPl'LRMENT to]':' ;,:, An Clct to amend **[and sUP1)leme11t*]~''''' 

"An act authorizing counties and certain municipalities of this 

State to adopt ordinances 01' resolutions establishing ofuces of 

consmncr aff~\.irs cll1d granting certain powers to them, vaJic1atil1g 

certaiH onlinances or resolution adopted 01' actions taken hereto

fore and supplementing Title 40 of the Revised Statutes," ap

proved lyrardl 3, 1976 (P. L. 1975, c. 376; C. 40 :23-6.47 et seq.) 

~"k-and supplenlcnting P. L. 1..960, c. 39 (G. 56:8-1 et seq.)';:'. 

1 BE IT ENACTJ<JD by the Senate and General A8semlJly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. ,; (New section?' In any actioll in a court of appropriate juris

2 diction initiated by the director of any cerWied county or municipal 

3 office of consumer affairs, the office of' eonsumer affairs sball be 

4 entitled, if successful in the action, to sucb penalties, fines or fees 

5 as may be authorir.ed pursuant to chapter 8 of Title 56 of the 

6 Revised Statutes and mvarded by the court, and to the reasonable 

7 costs of any such action, including investigative and legal costs, 

8 as may he filed with and approved by the court. Such costs sha11 be 

9 in addition to the taxed costs authorized in successful proceedings 

10 under the R1l1es Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey. 

11 All moneys collected pursunut to ntis section shall be paid to the 

12 officer lawfully charged witb the custody of the general funds of 

13 the county or municipality. 

1 *2. Section 1 of P. L. 1975, c. 376 (C. 40 :23-6.47) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 1. A county, by resolution orr, by] ordinance. as the case may be, 

4 Or a municipality [situated in a county in which no such county 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the ab<H'e bill 
is nol enacted and is intended 10 be omitted in the law. 
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5 office then exists], by ordinance, may create and establish an office 

6 of consumer affairs to be administered by a county or municipal 

7 director of consumer affairs who shall be appointed by the govern

S ing body thereof. In addition, the governing body may provide 

9 for the employment of such other officers and employees as may be 

10 necessary or desirable for the proper conduct of the affairs of 

11 the office. The qualifications of the director and other officers and 

12 employees shall be established by the Attorney General. 

1 3. (New section) All acts and things done or authorized by any 

2 county or 1mmicipality 10ithin the powers granted by this amenda

3 tory and supplementary act prior to its enactment are ratified and 

4 confirmed. 'Where any office of consumer aflair'S' has heretofore been 

5 established in substantial conformdy with the pro1)1:sions of this act 

6 under' and by vir'tue of a 1n1mic1pal onlinance which may be invalid 

7 by reason of the lack of power of the municipality to pass such 

8 ordinance, the ord-inance and all acts and proceedings thereunder 

9 are validated and confirmed, -incl-uding any proceeding init-iated 

10 within 90 days of the effective date of this act to compel compliance 

11 with or prevent the violation of the ordinance j provided, however, 

12 that nothing in this section shall validate or authorize any act or 

13 thing which is expressly prohibited by the provisions of this act, 

14 or of any other stat~de of this State.'" 

1 ~[2.]* *4.* This act shall talm effect immediately. 



A-1789, sponsored by Assemblyman Albert Burstein, \'Ihich revises and clu.dfies
 

the procedures for the removal or discipline of tenured faculty members at State
 

or county colleges.
 

Under the bill, the Board of Trustees of a college could refer cases to an 

Administrative Law Judge or a subcommittee of three trustees for initial determination. 

Afinal decision \'lOuld then be made by the full Board of Trustees. The Chancellor of 

Higher Education would hear appeals. 

The measure will remove any doubt about the legality of using subcommittees of 

the trustee boards and will promote speed and efficiency in reaching personnel decisions 

A-3395, sponsored by Assembly Speaker Christopher J. Jackman CD-Hudson):t \'/hich 

amends the State L9ttery Law to exempt rules governing the lottery games from the 

jurisdiction of the Administrative Procedures Act. 

The change applies only to the r~les governing the games themselves; all other 

rules of the Lottery Commission would still be subject to the act. 

A-1463, sponsored by Assemblywoman Hazel Gluck (R-Ocean), \'/hich permits a county 

or municipal consumer affairs office to keep any fines or penalties awarded in a 

successful consumer fraud prosecution which it has undertaken. Under prio~ law:t the 

money went to the General State.Fund. 

In addition, the bill removes the prohibition on a municipality establishing a 

consumer affairs office if one already exists in the county in which the municipality 

is located:t thus indirectly permitting both municipal and county offices. 

5-654, sponsored by Senator Brian Kennedy (R-Honmouth), which amends the law 

granti n9 property tax exempti ons for di sabl ed vetel'ans and their widm'/s to provide 

that the widow of a veteran who was killed in action who has not remarried and is a 

resident of the State may receive a property tax exemption on her primary place of 

residence. 

A-267~ sponsored by Assemblyman Vincent O. Pellechia (D-Passaic), Hhich reduce~ 

_ thp vpstina ceriod in six State-administet'ed pension systems f)'om 15 years to 10 year~ 
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