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Sponsor's statement: 

The purpose of this bill is to amend the referendum requirements for a 
municipality wishing to change its name. The bill provides that the petition 
may be submitted to the voters at either the first general election or special 
electionJas determined by the governing body, not less than 60 days after filing 
the petition. 
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SENATE, No. 3168 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED MARCH ~, 1~1 

By Renator ORJjJCHIO 

("Without ReferGllCe,) 

AN ACT concerning the procedure for changing the name of a 

municipality and amendillp; R S. 40 :43-4. 

1 Hr,: rT ENACTED by the 8rnate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

] 1. R. S. 40 :48-4 is amended to read as follows: 

2 40 :43-4. vVhenevpl' a pdition praying for the change of llame of 

3 any nmnieipality and specifying the name proposed for adoption 

1j. sl!all 1)(~ signed by at least 30% of the legal voters therein who 

R voted at the la,,,t 111'ecedillg general eleetion, and be filed in the 

G office of the el(~rk of sueh l1nmicipality" such proposed change of 

7 llHTlW shall 1)(> sulnnitted to tlJe voters at the first general electioll 

8 oecurring ill such municipality not less than 60 days after the filing 

9 of sncll petitio]\, OJ' at a ,,,;pecial election, as shall be determined by 

] () 'resoZ'ution of the ,1ol'e1'1?in{/ 7Jody, to be held in the l1t1tnicipality 

11J1o/ less than ()() days after' the filinlJ of such petition. The clerk of 

12 sneh rnnnicipnJ ity shall advertise that saiel change of llame will be 

13 voted npon at such clectiollin the same manner as municipal elec­

14 hom; nre I.Hli'(~l'tised, and thp qnestioll of the change of name shall 

15 he printed ul;on the ballots and voted upon at such election in 

16 accordance with the gel1eral laws relating to elections, except 

17 that the {fol'ern'ing body may conduct a special election at the smne 

18 honr8 and polling places nsed in the most recent school election held 

19 in acco'rdance with N. J. S. 18.A :14-1 et seq. 

1 2. 'This act slwJl take eff('et immediately. 

srrArrT<JMFJNT 

rrhe purpose of this bill is to amend the referendum requirements 

for a lllunicipality wishing to change its name. The bill provides 

that the petition may be submitted to the voters at either the first 

general election or special election, as determilled by the governing 

hody, not less than 60 days after filing the petition. 
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JU~lE	 18,1931 

the	 cha,nging of a municip211'ity's n2.I~'2 to peri,lit th~ c]!.:C'.:;t:'ion to be 

'" d t th -L t . 1 l' I . . t' 1 •su'bml~[e 0 ,e VOLers a a SpeC1J e cellon a~G ~o p2'1nltn2 electlon 

to have the same hour's and polling places used for sd,,)ol electioiis. 

Enactment of the bill will permit municipalities to change 

their designat"ions to to'lJiJships by spocial electiC'on in aidel' to q'Ji1lify 

for additional FY-82 t'evenue sharing. Un(L:~'r federal 12\'1, a F1'.:nicipality 

receives more money IT it is desigrlated a township than if it is 

clesig"rnted a borough Dr to',·;(] or village. 

A municipality'::; !1cilie does not necessat'i1y reflect its -roni1 of 

gover'nment. 
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