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Sponsor's statement:

The purpose of this bill is to amend the referendum requirements for a

municipality wishing to change its name.

The bill provides that the petition

may be submitted to the voters at either the first general election or special
election, as determined by the governing body, not less than 60 days after filing

the petition.
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INTRODUCED MARCIT 23, 1981
3v Senator ORKCHIO

(Without Reference)

AN Act concerning the procedure for changing the name of a

municipality and amending R. S. 40:43-4.

Bu rr ExacTED by the Senate and Gereral Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 40:43-4 is amended to read as follows:

40:43-4. Whenever a petition praying for the change of name of
any municipality and specifying the name proposed for adoption
shall bhe sigied by at least 30% of the legal voters therein who
voted at the last preceding geueral election, and be filed in the
office of the eclerk of such mmmnicipality, such proposed change of
nanie shall be submitted to the voters at the first general election
occurring in such municipality not less than 60 days after the filing
of such petition, or at a special election, as shall be determined by
resolution of the governing hody, to be held wn the municipality
not less than 60 days after the filing of such pet’ition..The clerk of
stieh munieipality shall advertise that said change of name will be
voted npon at such clection in the same manner as municipal elec-
tions are advertised, and the question of the change of name shall
he printed upon the ballots and voted upon at such election in
accordance with the general laws relating to elections, except?
that the governing body may conduct a special election at the same
howrs and polling places used in the most recent school election held
wn accordance with N. J. S. 184 :14-1 et seq.

2. This act shall take effeet immediately.

STATEMENT
The purpose of this bill is to amend the referendum requirements
for a muniecipality wishing to change its name. The bill provides
that the petition may be submnitted to the voters at either the first
general election or special election, as determined by the governing

hody, not less than 60 days after filing the petition.
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Governor Brendan Byrne today signad S-3150, sponsored by
Senator Carmen A. Orechio (D-Essex), which awnends the low goveraing

the changing of a municipality's name to pernit tha question t
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submitted to the voters at a special electicn and to poriit tha election

to have the same hours and polling places usad for‘schao1 elections.
Eractment of the bill will permit municipaiitias to change

their designations to townships by special electien in order to qualify

for additional FY-82 revenue sharing. Under federal Tew, a municipality

receives more money if it is designated a towaship than if it is

designated a borough or town or villace.

A municipality’'s name does not necessarily reflect its form of

gavernment.
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