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SENATE, Noo 893 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED	 JANUARY 24, 1980 

By Senators DODD and J. RUSSO 

Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications 

AN ACT concerning aircraft liens and amending N. J. S. 2'A :44--2, 

2A :44-4 and 2A :44-10. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 2A :44-2 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2A :44-2. Any person, engaged in the business of operating an 

3 airport, a hangar or place for the storage, maintenance, keeping 

4 or repairing of aircraft who, in connection therewith, permits 

5 landings or- take-ofj's or stores, maintains, keeps or repairs any 

6 aircraft or furnishes gasoline, accesisories, materials or other sup­

7 plies therefor at the request or with the consent of the owner or 

8 his representative, agent or lessee, whether such owner be a 

9 conditional vendee or a mortgagor remaining in posses'sion or 

10 otherwise, shall have a lien upon such aircraft or any part thereof 

11 for the sum due as the fees for such landings or take-offs, or for 

12 such storing, maintaining, keeping or repairing of such aircraft or 

13 for furnishing gasoline, accessories, materials or other supplies 

14 therefor, and may, without process of law, detain such aircraft at 

15, any time it is lawfully in his possession until such sum is paid. 

16 The lien shall be superior to aU other liens, except liens for taxes, 

17 and the operator of such aircraft shall be deemed the agent of any 

18 owner, mortgagee, conditional vendor or other lienor thereof for 

19 the creation of such superior lien. 

1 2. N. J. S. 2A :44-4 is amended to read as follows: 

t	 2 2A :44-4. The owner or person entitled to the immediate posses­

3 sion of the aircraft, or part thereof, so detained as provided by this 

4 article, may on learning of the detention of the same, immediately 

5 demand from the person detaining such aircraft Or part thereof, or 

6 from the person in charge of the place where it is detained, a state­

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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7 1118ut showing the true amoullt claimed to be due and owing for 

8 landing or take-off fees or for the storing, maintaining, keepillg or 

9 repairing of such aircraft, or for furnishing gasoline, fuel, 

10 accessories, materials or other supplies therefor. If upon 

11 receiving such statement he considers the amount thereof 

12 excessive, he may offer what he considers to be reasonably due and 

13 demand possession of the aircraft or part thereof so detained. If 

14 possession is refused, he may obtain possession thereof by deposit­

15 ing the amount claimed in the statement with the clerk of any court 

16 of competent jurisdiction in the county where the aircraft or part 

17 thereof rnay be situated, together with [$10] $12 to cover the cost of 

18 court in actions commenced in the county dis trict court and [$50] 
19 $60 in any other court. 

1 3. N. J. S. 2A :44-10 is amended to read as follows: 

Z 2A :44-10. If no proceedings are taken for the repossession of 

3 the aircraft Or the parts thereof by the owner, such property so 

4 held by any airport operator or any operator of a hangar or place 

5· of storage, repair or supplies for aircraft, or held by any aircraft 

(j mechanic may, after the expiration of 30 days from the date of the 

7 detention, be sold at public auction. 

1 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would amend the "Aircraft Lien law" to permit an 

airport operator to place and enforce a lien on any aircraft using 

the airport for airport landing or take-off fees payable by the 

operator of the aircraft for the privilege of using the airport. In 

recent years itinerant aircraft from areas outside the State, have 

left our airports without payment of such fees and the operators of 

such aircraft have failed to pay bills forwarded to them at their 

out-of-state addresses. 
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ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND COMIvIUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 893 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 19, 1981 

This bill amends existing law to permit an airport operator to place 

and enforce a lien on any aircraft using the airport and not paying 

landing or take-off fees. It also increases the fees for any court costs 

resulting from the "Aircraft Lien Law" in cases where an owner or 

person entitled to the possession of an aircraft challenges in court an 

individual detaining an aircraft because such owner or person considers 

the amount demanded excessive. In addition, Senate Bill No. 893 pro­

vides that court costs are increased from $10.00 to $12.00 to cover the 

cost of court in actions commenced in the county district court and from 

$50.00 to $60.00 in any other court. 



SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 893 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: MAY 5, 1980 

'Phis le'gislation amends the "Aireraft Lien Law" to permit an airport 

operator to place and enforce a lien on any aircraft using the airport 

and not paying landing OJ' take-off fees. The inciden0e of such nOll­

payment by out-of-state aircraft operators has been increasing in recent 

years. 

The Department of 'rranspol'tatioll supports this legislation. 



1 1 •5-897, sponsored by Senator \·:iLJ iar~ HaE\iltol1 C)-;:jcl(n(::~;Ct~), "f:.'.L1 tee:. 

authorizes the sale of individual or 

for its regulation by the D2pcHtment of Insura"'.lce. 

The bill allmvs any company nOT:J licensed t~o transact in~;ur?,nce 

illlder Title 17B and Subti t Ie 3 of Title 17 to sell legal insurance. 

Life, h~al th and casualty compcmies, as ,.;ell 2.sBlue Cross! Blue Shic ld., 

are included in the category. 

Others wishing to sell legal insurance must obtain a certificate 

of authority from the Department of Insurance. The certificate 

applicants must demonstrate trust\"orthine.ss and fiscal soundness. 

The COlTlJ.'11issioner of Insurance is empm'lerecl to set stand2rds and 

fees for the licensing of agents and brokers and, in general, forms 

and rates under the laH must be approved by the Commissioner. 

The bill takes effect in 90 days. 

S-893,sponsored by Senator frank J. Dodd CD-Essex) ~hich amends 

the "Aircraft Lien Lmv" to permi t an airport operator to place and 

enforce a lien on any aircrClft usi ng the airpoTt 2nd nOl, paying 

take-off or landing fees. 

Aircraft operators may currclltJy impose liens for stor2ge, 

maintenance or repairs or [0[' furnishing gasolin8, ::tcccssoc!.e;;, 

materials or other supplies. The l';en proviCled for :~ r. thi;; bill 

"Qc·t- r 'r'E"'l,"-'1-1" fr-c"-- , 

brought pursuant to tl:(~ /\ iJC (,,' Ct- 1.i in l,(!'.-J [runl $1 [) tn $17- in cOl.mL y 

The. bill also incrcCl::-;(';; L:1IC' CO~ll-t \..- " .<, ...~ .. Ll .. ! i.") . ).1, <l suit 

- worE' 



.) _. 

until the matter is ~.. csolvE:cl. 

§-=-15L~6, sponsoced by Scn.:.!!:.:or Jus~~ph P. "j.~::':iJ;ri() (!)-;';.:.~:cccr) 

\vhich makes a $400) 000 supplelJental a.ppro;):;:.-iatioI: to the: De[JaYLT,~2I:t 

of Education for use at the ~arie JI. Katzenbach Schoal fo~ the D22f 

£01: speech and support services. 
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