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Sponsor's statement: 
, 
i This bill would direct the New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority

! to provide coverage of the gubernatorial and general election campaigns 
and give the authority the discretion, within the limits of Federal and 
State law, as to the manner in which it does so. 

(over) 
6/2X1J8l 



Related court case:
 

McGlynn v. New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority, 88 NJ 112
 .. 
(Oct. 19, 1981) 
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SENATE, No. 3059 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
TK'I']10DUCIiJD .J j\l\:UARY 2G. 198] 

By Sellator YA'rES 

Heft~1Tcd to C'01ll111itt(!(~ OJI State UO\'el"iliilClli, Federal am! 

Interstate Hdatiom; and Vl~Le:all:O; Affairs 

AN ACT *[directing]* *concef'ning the 'role of* the New .J erse~' 

Public Broa(lcasting Authority *[to promote]* *in the lH'O'mO­

t'ion 01* full diseussioll of puhlic issues by gubernatorial caJl(li­

dates and amellliing P. L. 1974, c. 26. 

BE IT ENACTDD by the tJenate and General Asse'Jnbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Sedioil 14 of P. L. 1974, e. 2(j (C. hi :'-14A--39) IS alllelltl~~d 

to read as follows: 
.) 

i".> 14. [a.] 'rile );(~w .rt~l'sey Public Broadcastillg' --:\.uthority estab­

lisheu under P. L. 1%8, c. 405 (C. 4g :23-1 et seq.) shall promote 

full discussions of public issues by [the] *the* candidates for 

(j nomination [for] *f01' election* Of' election to the office of Governor 

7 Oll the ballot in any primary IN' geneml election, in accordance with 

*Federal* law mtd free of charge to the candidate. ['ehe authority 

9 shall make available at least 2 hours of time on its stations for 

10 jOilit appearanees by the candidates, and at least 15 minutes of time 

11 on its stations for individual appearances by each of the candi­

1') 
~ dates.] 'L'he authority may prolllulgate such rules and regulations 

as may be necessary to effectuate the purpose of this f.'[subsedionl~ 

14 '"'section'" . 

15 *[b.]* ['1'he authol·lty shall -promote full discussions of public 

16 issues by the candidates for the office of Governor 011 the ballot ill 

HiA any general election, free of charge to an~v such candidate. '[1he a11­

17 thority shall lnake available at least 1 hour of time on its stations 

18 for joint appearances by such candidates, and at least 1 additional 

19 hour of time on its stations for individual u-p}wal'ances hy each of 

20 such candidates. The authority may promulgate sueh rules and 

21 regulations as may be necessary to effeetuate the pUl'-poses of this 

22 subsection.] *[(Deleted by amendment.)]* 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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STATEMEN'r 

This hill would direct the New Jersey Public Broadcasting Au­

thority to provide coverage of the f-,'l1bernatorial primary and gen­

eral election eampaigns and give the authority the rliseretion, within 

the limits of Federal and State law, as to the manner in which 

it does so. 
\ 

\ 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 3088
 

STATE OF NE"'/ JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 9,1981 

By Assemblyman CODEY 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Federal and 

Interstate Relations and Veterans Affairs 

AN ACT concerning the role of the New Jersey Public Broadcasting 

Authority in the promotion of full discussion of public issues 

by gubernatorial candidates and amending P. L. 1974, c. 26. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 14 of P. L. 1974, c. 26 (C. 19:44A-39) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 14. [a.] The New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority estab­

4 lished under P. L. 1968, c. 405 (C. 48 :23-1 et seq.) shall promote 

5 full discussions of public issues by the candidates for nominatioll 

6 for election or election to the office of Governor on the ballot in any 

7 primary or general election, in accordance with Federal law and 

8 free of charge to the candidate. [The authority shall make avail­

9 able at least 2 hours of time on its stations for joint appearances 

10 by the candidates, and at least 15 minutes of time on its stations 

11 for individual appearances by each of the candidates.] The au­

12 thority may promulgate such rules and regulations as may be 

13 necessary to effectuate the purpose of this [subsection] section. 

14 [b. The authority shall promote full discussions of public issues 

15 by the candidates for the office of Governor on the ballot in any 

16 general election, free of charge to any such candidate. The au­

17 thority shall make available at least 1 hour of time on its stations 

18 for joint appearances by such candidates, and at least 1 additional 

19 hour of time on its stations for individual appearances by each 

20 of such candiclates. The authority may promulgate such rules and 

21 regulations as may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this 

22 subsection.] 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to provide the New Jersey Public 

Broadcasting Authority with discretion as to the manner ill which 

it shall promote full discussions of public issues by gubernatorial 

candidates for nomination and election. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT, FEDERAL AND
 
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
 

COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3059 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: FEBRUARY 19, 1981 

This bill amends the election laws to permit the New Jersey Public 

Broadcasting Authority a greater degree of flexihility in the promotion 

of the discm<sion of Illlhlic issues 11y gubernatorial candidates iT! th0. 

primary and general election earnpaigns. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

Amendments are llecessary to correct techllical deficiellcies alld to 

conform the language of the bill to that of a similar bill introduced ill 

the General Assembly. 



FRON THE OFFICE OF THE GOVEfu~OR 

yOR INHEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFOm~\TION 

APRIL 3, 1981 KATHRYN FORSYTH 

Governor Brendan Byrne today signed the following bills: 

S-1567, sponsored by Assemblyman Steven P. Perskie (D-Atlantic) which extend~ 

the special notice and relocation rights currently enjoyed by tenants in Atlantic City 

for an additional three years. 

Current statutes provide that when a building in Atlant~c City is being changed 

from residential to non-residential use, the tenants must be given 1 years notice 

rather than ~he six months notice required in other municipalities. In addition~ th~ 

landlord must offer the tenants comparable housing or~ if noneis available, pay them 

the equivalent of five months rent or allow them to remain in their units for five 

months free of charge. 

Under the original law, these rights llould no longer be aff lrded tenants as of 

November 3, 1981, tthree years from the date of the enactment of the law)or 30 days 

after the Co~~issionerof Community Affairs declares that the special housing state 

of emergency no longer exists in Atlantic City. "This bill extends that: date to 

November 3, 1984. 

S-3059, sponsored by Senator Charles Yates CD-Burlington) whicll amends the 

Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 to g1ve the New Jersey 

Public Broadcasting Authority maximum discretion, within federal law, in its coverage 

of the gubernatorial primary and general elections. 

Under the original law, the Authority had to make two hours of air time available 

for joint appearances and 15 minutes of air time for individual appearances by each 

candidate in the primary. During the general election, the law required the Authority 

to make one hour available for joint appearances and one hour for each individual 

candidate. 

-more­
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This bill removes any specific time rcstraints and allows NJPTV to op~ratc under
 

FCC guidelines. This permits coverage of debatcs between or among ~jor candidat~s
 

in the context of a regularly scheduled nevs or public affairs program or under the
 

sponsorship of a private group, such as the Lcague of Women Voters.
 

In addition, NJPTV plans to air profiles of all the primary candidates. 

S-l277, sponsored by Senator James P. Vreeland, Jr. (R-Morris) which permits
 

an additional fee for copies of police accident reports when requests for those
 

reports are made by some means other than in person.
 

In 1980, Governor Byrne signed a la,01 that made these reports available to the 

public as public information at the same charge per copy established by law for all 

other public records: 50¢ per page for the first 10 pages, 25¢ per page for the next 

10 pages ~nd lO¢ per page for more than 20 pages. 

Municipalities, which imposed charges which varied widely throughout the state, 

lost money, since these fees were established in 1963 and the costs of mailing~ paper 

reproduct~Lon and manpower have greatly increased since that time. In addition, strict 

enforcement of the Public Information Law requirement that these reports be picked up 

in person resulted in greatly increased costs for companies and individuals who 'lished 

to obtain the report. 

This bill provides that if the reports are mailed,. the fee '\-1111. be $5 for the
 

first "3 pages and $1 for each page thereafter. This lJill reduce the local police
 

departments' costs .
 

. A-1658, sponsored by Assemblyman Alan Karcher (D-Middlesex) to1hich amends the 

"	 aJ	 Mortgage Assistance Bond Act to permit the Governor and the Treagurer to covenant 

with other bond holders that the bonds will not be devoted: for mortgage on molner-occupant 

houses. 

Federal legislation enacted in 1980 subjects such bonds to the federal income tax. 

Although New ,Jersey bonds ~re not being used for this purpoge now, this amendment will 

elicit a formal bond counsel's opinion that they nill continue to be tax exempt:. 
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