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SENATE, No. 516 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
+ 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUOTION IN THE 1980 SESSION 

By Senators GREGORIO, A. RUSSO, GRAVES, BEDELIJ 

and "\VEISS 

AN ACT concerning the appointment of firemen and amending 

N. J. S. 40A:14-9. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 40A :14-9 is amended to read as follows: 

2 40A :14-9. Except as othenvise provided by law, no person shall 

3 be appointed as a member of the paid or as a paid member of a 

4 part-paid fire department and force, unless he: 

5 (1) is a citizen of the United States j 

6 (2) is sound in body and of good health sufficient to satisfy the 

7 board of trustees of the police and firemen's retirement system of 

8 New Jersey as to his eligibility for membership in the retirement 

9 system; 

10 (3) has a high school diploma or an equivalency certificate and 

11 is able to read, write and speak the English language well and 

12 intelligently; 

13 (4) is of good moral character j and 

14 (5) has not been convicted of any criminal offense involving 

15 moral turpitude. 

16 The appointing body, offioer or officers of the municipality when 

17 authorized so to do, may employ such officers and other personnel 

18 for said paid or part-paid fire department and force as temporary 

19 employees in emergencies, or for certain specified parts of the 

20 year, as needed. 

21 Except as otherwise provided by law, any permanent paid mem­

22 bel' or officer of such paid or part-paid fire department and force, 

23 who is absent from duty without just cause or leave of absence, 

24 for a continuous period of 5 days, shall cease to be a member of 

25 such paid or part-paid fire department. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT· 
The purpose of this amendatory act is to insure that all indi­

viduals appointed as permanent paid firemen have a high school 

diploma or an equivalency certificate. 
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ASSEMBLY MUNICIPAi GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STA'l'.KMEN'l' TO 

SENATE, No. 516 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 1~19W 

This bill requires that persons appointed as paid firemen possess a 

high school diploma or equivalellcy certificate. The committee holds 

that fulfillment of this requirement will help ensure tue necessary 

level of competence among firefighters, particularly at a time when 

the job requires t11e use of increasingly complex equipment and sophis­

tication in combatting chemical fires. 

Until July, 197~, the Ci \'il Service Commission required individuals 

to holJ a diploma or certiiicate in order to take the Oivil Service 

examination for firemen. This standarJ should not ha\'e been relaxed. 

The committee is mindful of a Spring, 1980 consent decree entered 

into between the U. S. Attorney General and the State of New .Jersey 

aud twelve New Jersey municipalities in which the municipalities 

(Atlantic City, Camden,East Orange, Elizabeth, Hoboken, Jersey City, 

Newark, New Bmns,vick, Passaic, Paterson, Plainfield, and Trenton) 

agreed to alter hiring practices so that from one-third to four-fifths 

of all firemen vacancies depending on the municipality, would be filled 

by qualified minority candidates. 

The U. S. Attorney General's Office has advi.sed the Committee, in 

an informal opinion, that if these goals are met, the fact that candi­

dates are required to have a diploma 01' certificate should have no 

bearing on the consent decree. 

Therefol'e, the notion that the imposition of an educational require­

ment violates affirmative action and civil rights considerations, is 

doubtful. 
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SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE1 
COMMITTEEI 

,I 

STATEME;\fT TO 

S ~NATE 1\T fi 516li:J.' x 9'( ~ 'iLl, t ., 

I 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
• 

DATED: .JUNE 23, 1980 

This bill would require an individuals HP1JOilited as permanent Ilaic1 

fil'emeu to have a hig'h school diploma or au equivalency certificate. 

The purpose of the bill is to upgrade the requin~mellts for fil'efighh~l'S. 

Spokesmen for the Fire Fighters Associati011 of New Jersey and tlw 

:N"ew Jersey State Firemen's Mutual Benevolent Association both 

I 
sJl0ke in favor of tho bill. 

They indicated that model'll fil'cfighting' often requires a thorougll 

understanding' of cl:emical fires and the use of sophisticated equipluent.! A high school diploma or equivalency certifi.cate requirement '''auld 

help to insure a consistent level of competency in firefighters. 

They also found out that as an incidental benefit, those who intend 

to lwcome fil'emen will have an addiHollal inducement to remain in 

school until tlley graduate. 

rrhe New Jersey State League of Mnnicipalities opposes the bill on 

the ground that such a l'cquirempnt would yiolate affil'mative action 

and civil rights consideration 11n18:"s sudl a requirement could bo 

demonstrated necessary for :i011 verforllwncc. 
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FRmr THE OFI:1CE OF TilE COVEl~t;OR 

FOR IH~1EDIATE R.ELEASE 

FEl3RUA...~Y 9, 1981 

Governor Brendan Byrne signed the following bills: 

....S-5l6, sponsored by Senator John T. Gregorio CD-Union), 'I.Thich mandates. th2.11 2ny . -. -.. 

: paid firemen. herve a high school diploma or equivalency certificate. The legislation 
1 
i indicates the increasing use of sophisticated fire fighting equipwent makes the higher 

j educational requirement necessary. 

S-634, sponsored by Senator Joseph Maressa CD-Cauden), which tightens enforcement 

I by making it a violation of state la'l." to park an unauthorized vehicle in a parking spac.e 

I i:eserved for the use of the physically han:'icc.pped. This bill specifies a penalty of a 

$50 fine and 15 days in jail. The bill a1s:> -provides for enforcer::':at of the law' in 

j
I private parking lots and shopping centers. Under present law,vehicles authorized to 

\ use handicapped parking spaces must bear license plates or display a special 
J , 

certificate.I 
i S-646, sponsored by Senator Joseph Ne::-lir:.o (D-}[ercer), "hich aoends the 1m.. 

establishing the conotituent ~e~bership of the State La,. Enforcemen~ Planning Aoencv to 
L. "'­

include two members to be appointed by the Senate President and the Speaker of the General 

Assembly, as well as the Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court, a Superior Court trial 

judge, the Administrative Director of the Courts and the chairman and t'l.'1O members of the 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Advisory Committee. 

I 
S-885, sponsored by Senator Brian T. Kennedy CR-}fonmouth), ",hich amends the Cri1:linal 

( Code to provide that a person is guilty of a robbery if force is used upon a victim. The 

I , bill insures that'purse snatching may be prosecuted as a second degree under th7.= 

robberty statute, rather than as a third degree crime under theft. 

S-1007, sponsored by Senator Frank J. Dodd (D-Essex) , uhich prohibits a board of 

cd'.lcation member in a local and regional school dis trict from holding of rice as a r::ayor or 

as a member of the governing body of a municipality. In addition,.rnembers of county specia 

services school districts and county vocation"l school districts are prohibited from servin 

as a member of the county governing body. 
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