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CHAPTER. yZfl LAWS OF N. J 19..?F..~
 
APpROVED _.2.;;;:•.£ ..~.=Jz.~
 

[OFFICIAL COpy 'REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 645 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 19, 1982 

By Assemblymen THOMPSON, HERMAN, KERN, DOYLE, KAVA­

NAUGH, GORMLEY, KARCHER, GORMAN, VISOTCKY, 

BOCCHINI, BROWN, PANKOK, D. GALLO, ROCCO, JANIS­

ZEWSKI, BRYANT, RILEY, MARSELLA, Assemblywoman 

COSTA, Assemblyman MARKERT, Assemblywoman PERUN, 

Assemblymen FORTUNATO, SCHWARTZ, PATERNITI, 

DORIA, MATTHEWS, ZANGARI, FLYNN, GIRGENTI, 

MAZUR, BAER, DEVERIN, LESNIAK, Assemblywoman 

WRIGHT, Assemblymen FRANKS, HENDRICKSON, WOLF, 

ROD, KOSCO, SCHUBER, SHUSTED, HARDWICK, LACORTE, 

MILLER, ALBOHN, Assemblywoman BRO",VN, Assemblymen 

GILL, BENNETT, PALAIA, SMITH, PATERO, ADUBATO 

and Assemlywoman KALIK 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT directing the establishment of family and juvenile court 

intake services and authorizing the appointment of juvenile 

conference committees. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. County court intake services. 

2 a. Each county shall establish a court intake service which shall 

3 have among its responsibilities the screening of juvenile delin­

4 quency complaints and juvenile-family crisis referrals. The intake 

5 service shall operate in compliance with standards established by 

6 the Supreme Court. 

7 b. The court intake service shall make arrangements for the 

8 receipt of complaints, on a continuous basis, in situations where 
ExPuN....TION-Mauer enclosed in bold·laced brackets [tha.:l in the above biD 

is not enacted and is intended to be ouiitted in the Jaw. . 
. . Mauer printed in itaUet tlnu.l• .n.t;w.~a.t~~. .... 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or alars haa been adopted a. lollowil 
--Seuate committee amendment adopted Febnlary 8, 1982. . . 
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9 the subject of the complaint is a juvenile, or referrals through 

10 crisis intervention units where a juvenile-family crisis may exist. 

11 It shall assist the court in screening referrals for court interven­

12 tion, making referrals to appropriate- agencies, reviewing and 

13 approving alternative living arrangements as provided by law, 

14 determining that jurisdiction for juvenile-family crisis proceed­

15 ings may exist prior to filing a petition, and in monitoring referrals 

16 for development and implementation of family service plans. Every 

17 complaint or juvenile-family crisis petition shall be reviewed by 

18 the court intake service unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

19 c. The court intake service shall have the responsibility for 

20 monitoring, on a 24-hour a day, 7 days a week basis, the admission 

21 of alleged delinquents to the detention or shelter care facilities 

22 and no· juvenile may be admitted to a detention or shelter care 

23 facility without its approval. 

24 d. The Supreme Court shall have the authority to issue rules 

25 governing the duties, responsibilities, and practices of court intake 

26 services as it deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act; 

27 establish guidelines and procedures for the training of intake ser­

28 vices staff; establish reporting procedures to be followed by court 

29 intake services in providing data for its evaluation; and conduct, 

30 at least annually, an evaluation of all intake services. 

1 2. Review and processing of complaints. 

2 a. The jurisdiction of the court in any complaint filed pursuant 

3 to section 11 of P. L..... , c. ... (now pending before the Legis­

4 lature as Assembly Bill No. 641) shall extend to the juvenile who 

5 is the subject to the complaint and his parents or guardian. 

6 b. Every complaint shall be reviewed by court intake services 

7 for recommendation as to whether the complaint should be dis­

8 missed, diverted, or referred for court action. -Wher~ the complaint 

9 alleges a crime which, if committed by an adult, would be a crime 

10 . of the first, second, third or fourth degree, or a repetitive disorderly
 

11 persons offense, the complaint shall be referred for court action,
 

12 unless the prosecutor otherwise consents to diversion. Court intah
 

13 services shall consider the following factors in determining whether
 

14 to recommend diversion:
 

15 (1) The seriousness of the alleged offense or conduct and the
 

16 circumstances in which it occurred;
 

17 (2) The age and maturity of the juvenile;
 

18 (3) The risk that the juvenile presents as a substantial danger
 

19 to others i. ,.
 

20 (4) The family circumstances, including any history of drugs,
 
21 alcohol abuse PI:' child abuse on the part of the juvenile, his parent
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22 or guardian; 

23 (5) The nature and number of contacts with court intake ser­

24 vices and the court that the juvenile or his family have had; 

25(6) The outcome of those contacts, including the services to 

26 which the juvenile or family have been referred and the results 

27 of those referrals; 

28 (7) The availability of appropriate services outside referral to 

29 - the court; 

30 . .(8) .Any recommendations expressed by the victim or complain­

31 ant, or arresting officer, as to how the case should be resolved; and 

32 (9) Any recommendation expressed by the county prosecutor. 

'1 . 3. Recommendation of diversion. 

. 2	 a. Where court intake services recommends diverting the jU"l'e­

3 nile, the reasons for the recommendation' shall be submitted by 

4 intake services and approved by the court before the case is deemed 

5 . diverted. 

6' b. Where, in determining whether to recommend diversion, court 

,7 intake services has reason to believe that a p~rent or guardian is 

.' Sa drugdependent person,as defined in section 2 of the "New Jersey 

:,g··.(Jontpolled DangerousSubstances·Act,H. P. L. 1970, c. 226 

10 (C. 24:21-2) or an alcoholic as defined by P. L. 1975;, c. 305 

11 ,{C. 26:2B-8), the basis for this determination shall be stated in 

12 itBrecomtnenda;tion to the court. 

13c. Theco.unty prosecutor shall receive a copy of each complaint 

14 filed pursuant to section 11 of P. L: : ... " c.. ,. (now pending be­

15 fore the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641) promptly after the 

16.. fHing ·of the complaint., 

17 d. vVithin 5 days after receiving a complaint, the intake services 

18 officer shall advise the presiding judge and theprosecuting attorney 

19. of intake service's recommendation, as well as any other recom­

20 mendations or objections received as to the complaint. In deter­

21 mining whether to divert, the court may hold a hearing to consider 

22 the recommendations and any objections submitted by court intake 

23 ' services in light of the factors provided in this section. The court 

24· shall give notice of the. hearing to the juvenile, his parents or 

25 guardian, the prosecutor, arresting police officer and complainant 

26 or victim. Each party shall have the right to be heard on the matter. 

27 .If the court finds that not enough information has been received 

28 to make a determination,. a· further hearing may be ordered. The 

29· court may dismiss the complaint upon a finding· that the facts as 

30.··· alleged· are not sufficientto~Btablfsh~;jurisdletion;ot:thatp~obable 

at,< MUs~ haa .not'-been'BhOwi1:-thatthe:~juv6nOO:OO1'l:IDlltted.a:delhiquent 

32~:I~;'-.,L~:~e. ~:'~. ~·:r:~c-,·,,·,:·,:_.' .';~~_:.. _:.~~,;~. ':.·~.·~·r,:'/ ::~~,- ~(: :::,·~ ...·(I.i.~:.'!.n·:.:,,:·.~· ~.)~ .. :-..:':.' ,,', 
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1 4. Diverting complaints. 

2 a. The court may divert a 'complaint filed pursuant to section 11 

3 of P. L..... , c.... (now pending before the Legislature as Assem­

4 bly Bill No. 641), to intake conferences or juvenile conference com­

5 mittees. Where the complaint alleges a disorderly persons or petty 

6 disorderly persons offense the court may dispose of the case as a 

7 juvenile-family crisis pursuant to P. L..... , c. ... (now pending 

8 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. -[641]- -644-). The 

9 county prosecutor shall be promptly notified of the diversion of a 

10 complaint. 

11 b. The complainant or victim of any offense committed by a 

12 juvenile diverted by the court, which offense would be a crime if 

13 committed by an adult, shall receive a statement as to the reasons 

14 for the proposed diversion. 

1 5. Court intake services conference. 

2 a. Where the juvenile is diverted to a court intake service con­

3 ference, notices of the conference shall be sent to the juvenile and 

4 his parent or guardian and to the complainant or victim. The 

5 parties may be requested to bring to the conference all pertinent 

6 documents in their possession, including medical, social, and school 

7 records. 

8 b. In determining the appropriate resolution of a complaint, the 

9 following factors shall be considered by court intake services: 

10 (1) The seriousness of the alleged offense or conduct and the 

11 circumstances in which it occurred; 

12 (2) The age and maturity of the juvenile; 

13 (3) The risk that the juvenile presents as a substantial danger 

14 to others j 

15 (4) The family circumstances, including any history of drug, 

16 alcohol abuse or child abuse on the part of the juvenile, his parent 

17 or guardian; 

18 (5) The nature and number of contacts with court intake services 

19 and the court that the juvenile and his family have had; 

20 (6) The outcome of those contacts, including the services to 

21 which the juvenile or family have been referred and the results of 

22 those referrals; 

23 (7) The availability of appropriate services; and 

24 (8) Any recommendations express~d by the victim or complain­

21) ant, or arresting officer, as t.o how the case should be disposed. 

26 G.. Eachiuvenile shall be r,eyjewed ~ithout a pre~umpt~on of guilt. 

27 .The intake con,ference shallpe~o~cern!'l~lpJ;iInarily withpreyenting 

28 .. p:1()re· seri<>-us.J'P.-t:ure:~sc~n,du.ct by~th!3juy~I;1;il,e, offe.nq.(;j:t: byoptaill;. 

29 ing the cooperation of the juvenile and his parents or guardi$itl 



30 complying with its recommendations. The court may schedule a 

31 hearing where the complainant or victim objects to the recom­

32 mendations from the conference. 

33 d. The resolution from the conference may include but shall not 

34 be limited to counseling, restitution, referral to appropriate com­

35 munity agencies, or any other community work programs or other 

36 conditions consistent with diversion that aids in the juvenile's 

37 rehabilitation, provided that: 

38 (1) Obligations imposed as a result of the intake conference shall 

39 be an order of the court approved by the presiding judge and shall 

40 be set forth in writing and may not exceed 6 months. The juvenile 

41 and his or her parents or guardian, shall receive copies, as shall 

42 any agencies providing services under the agreement; 

43 (2) The court intake service worker shall inform the juvenile 

44 and the juvenile's parents or guardian in writing of their right to 

45 object at any time prior to their written agreement to the facts or 

46 terms of the intake conference decisiol}., and if objections arise, the 

47 intake services worker may alter the terms of the proposed agree­

48 ment or refer the matter to the presiding judge wh9 shall determine 

49 if the complaint will be heard in court or returned to intake con­

50 ference for further action; 

51 (3) Written agreement pursuant to intake conferences may be 

52 terminated at any time upon the request of the juvenile and the 

53 matter referred to the presiding judge; 

54 (4) The court intake services conference may not order the 

55 confinement of a juvenile, place a juvenile on probation, or remove 

56 a juvenile from his family as a disposition; and 

57 (5) If, at any time during the diversion period, the court intake 
. ">. , ~ 

58 services worker determines that. the obligations ~posed 1?-n~er the 

59 written agreement are not being met, the intake w:orker shaJ;l notify 

60 the presiding judge in writing. In the case of failure to comply 

61 with the obligations imposed under the .agreement by the parents or 

62 guardian, the court may proceed against such persons for enforce-
I, , . • ,:.• 

63 ment of the agreement. In the case .of failure to comply ~y tJ:!:e 

64 juvenile, the matter shall be referred to the court for action. 
• • .A 

65 e. At the end of the diversion period. a second court intake 

66 services conference may be held with all parties to the written 

67 agreement present to ascertain if the terms of ~e agreement have 

68 been fulfilled. If all conditions have been met, the intake ~orker 

69 shall so inform the presidin~ judge in w~iting who shall ordrr tl,Je 

70 complaint dismissed. A copy of the order ~is~ssing ~he co~platnt 

71 shall be sent to the juvenile. If the conditions of the written agree­
." . ',.' . 

72 ment have not been met, the intake worker may refer the matter 
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73 to the presiding judge who shall determine if the complaint will be 

74 heard in court or returned to court intake services for further 

75 action. Based on the evaluations required under this paragraph, the 

76 .intake conference agreement may be extended beyond the 6 month 

77 maximum if all parties agree. In no case shall an intake conference 

78 agreement exceed 9 months. 

79 f. All proceedings before the conference are corrfidential and they 

80 shall receive only those records which in the court's judgment are 

81 necessary to aid in making a recommendation. 

1 6. Juvenile conference committees. a. The court may appoint one 

2 or more juvenile conference committees for each county or munici­

3 pality to hear and decide matters referred to it by the court. 

4 b. The method of appointment and terms of membership to the 

5 committees shall be made pursuant to guidelines developed by the 

6 Supreme Court. 

7 c. Where the juvenile is diverted to a juvenile conference com­

8 mittee, notices of the conference shall be sent to the juvenile and 

9 his parent or guardian and to the complainant or victim. The parties 

10 may be requested to bring to the conference all pertinent documents 

11 in their possession, including medical, social, and school records. 

12 d. The committee shall serve under the authority of the court in 

13 hearing and deciding such matters involving alleged juvenile 

14 offenders as are specifically referred to it by the court. Each juve­

15 nile shall be reviewed without a presumption of guilt. The com­

16 mittee shall be concerned primarily with preventing more serious 

17 future misconduct by the juvenile offender by obtaining the 

18 cooperation of the juvenile and his parents or guardians in 

19 complying with its recommendations. The court may schedule a 

20 hearing where the complainant or victim objects to the recom­

21 mendations from the conference. 

22 e. The committee shall provide for the resolution of the matter 

23 and shall supervise and follow up compliance with its recommenda­

·24 tions in the same manner and under the same limitations and with 

25 the same sanctions as the court intake service conference. 

26 f. All proceedings before the juvenile conference committee are 

.27 ~onfidential and include only those records which in the court's 

28 judgment are necessary to aid in making a recommendation. 

1 7. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1983 but shall remain 

2 inoperative unless and until the following bills now pending before 

3 the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641, Assembly Bill No. 642, 

4 Assembly Bill No. 643, and Assembly Bill No. 644 aTe enacted 

5 into law. 



79 f. All proceedings before the conference are confidential and they 

80 shall receive only those records which in the court's judgment are 

81 necessary to aid in making a recommendation. 

1 6. Juvenile conference committees. a. The court may appoint one 

2 or more juvenile conference committees for each county or munici­

3 pality to hear and decide matters referred to it by the court. 

4 b. The method of appointment and terms of membership to the 

5 committees shall be made pursuant to guidelines developed by the 

6 Supreme Court. 

7 c. Where the juvenile is diverted to a juvenile conference com­

8 mittee, notices of the conference shall be sent to the juvenile and 

9 his parent or guardian and to the complainant or victim. The parties 

10 may be requested to bring to the conference all pertinent documents 

11 in their possession, including medical, social, and school records. 

12 d. The committee shall serve under the authority of the court in 

13 hearing and deciding such matters involving alleged juvenile 

14 offenders as are specifically referred to it by the court. Each juve­

15 nile shall be reviewed without a presumption of guilt. The com­

16 mittee shall be concerned primarily with preventing more serious 

17 future misconduct by the juvenile offender by obtaining the 

18 cooperation of the juvenile and his parents or guardians in 

19 complying with its recomm~ndations. The court may schedule a 

20 hearing where the complainant or victim objects to the recom­

21 mendations from the conference. 

22 e. The committee shall provide for the resolution of the matter 

23 and shall supervise and follow up compliance with its recommenda­

24 tions in the same manner and under the same limitations and with 

25 the same sanctions as the court intake service conference. 

26 f. All proceedings before the juvenile conference committee are 

27 confidential and include only those records which in the court's 

28 judgment are necessary to aid in making a recommendation. 

1 7. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1983 but shall remain 

2 inoperative unless and until the following bills now pending before 

3 the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 641, Assembly Bill No. 642, 

4 Assembly Bill No. 643, and Assembly Bill No. 644 are enacted 

5 into law. 

STATEMENT 

This bill attempts to revise and standardize court intake service 

procedures in the juvenile system. Court intake is that part of the 

juvenile court system which processes and handles juvenile matters 

prior to intervention by the court. Each county presently operates a 
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court intake service and they will continue to do so under this bill. 

This bill follows many of the procedures and policies of the court 

Intake Manual which presently dictates intake's responsibilities. 

It is the objective of this bill to structure a more efficient and 

responsive intake service which will permit less court time on minor 

matters and more court time for serious and violent juvenile 

offenders. 

Section 1 establishes a court intake service which shall have the 

responsibility to screen juvenile delinquency complaints and 

juvenile-family crisis referrals. The intake service is to operate 

in compliance with standards established by the Supreme Court. 

Court intake service shall receive complaints on a continuous 24­

hour basis. In addition, court intake is to assist the court in 

screening referrals for court intervention, make referrals to appro­

priate agencies, review and approve alternative living arrange­

ments, determine that jurisdiction for juvenile-family crisis pro­

ceedings may exist and monitor referrals for development and 

implementation of family service plans. Every complaint or 

juvenile-family crisis petition must be reviewed by court intake 

unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

The court intake service shall also have the responsibility for 

monitoring and approving the admission of alleged delinquents to 

the detention or shelter care facilities. 

Section 2 provides that every delinquency complaint shall be 

reviewed by court intake services for recommendation as to whether 

the complaint should be dismissed, diverted, or referred for court 

action. Court intake services shall consider the seriousness of the 

offense, age and maturity of the juvenile, family circumstances, 

the juvenile's prior contacts with court intake services and the 

court and other appropriate factors in determining whether to 

recommend diversion. Where the complaint alleges an act which, 

if committed by an adult, would be a crime of the first, second, 

third or fourth degree, or a repetitive disorderly persons offense, 

the complaint is to be referred for court action, unless the prosecu­

tor consents to diversion. 

Section 3 provides that court intake must state the reasons for 

recommending diversion. Where, in deciding whether to divert, 

information of alcoholism or drug dependency of the juvenile's 

parent or guardian is revealed, intake shall make this information 

part of its report to the court. 

Within 5 days after receiving a compl~int, intake shall advise the 

presiding judge and the prosecuting attorney of its recommenda­

. tionJ as. well as any other ·.rOO9nunendatioDs or 0 bjeetions received 
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concerning the complaint.. In determining whether -to divert, the 

court may hold one or more hearings to consider intake's recom· 

mendation. Notice of any hearing is given to the juvenile, his 

parents or guardian, the prosecutor, arresting police officer and 

complainant or victim. These parties may be present and have 

the right to be heard at the hearing concerning intake's recom­

mendations for diversion. 

Section 4 provides that a complaint may be diverted to intake 

conferences or juvenile justice conference. committees and that the 

county prosecutor is to be promptly notified of the diversion of a 

complaint. The complainant or victim of any offense committed 

by a juvenile diverted by the court, which offense would be a crime 

if committed by an adult, shall receive a statement as to the reasons 

for the proposed diversion. This provision reflects the policy that 

the victim or person filing a complaint should be a part of the 

juvenile justice process. 

Section 5 provides for a conference procedure where court intake 

is responsible for resolving a diverted aelinquency complaint. 

Notice of the conference will be sent to the juvenile and his 

parent or guardian and to the complainant or victim. The parties 

may be requested to bring to the conference all pertinent documents 

and records in their possession. 

In determining the appropriate resolution of a complaint, court 

intake services shall consider factors substantially identical to 

those considered when determining whether to divert. Attention 

must be given to matching the disposition with the circumstances. 

Moreover, each juvenile shall be reviewed without a presumption of 

guilt and intake shall be concerned primarily 'with preventing more 

serious future misconduct by the juvenile by obtaining the 

cooperation of the juvenile and his parents or guardians in com­

plying with its recommendations. The court may schedule a hearing 

where the complainant or victim objects to the recommendations 

from the conference. 

This section sets forth that the conference's recommendations 

may include counseling, restitution, referral to appropriate com­

munity agencies, or other community work programs, but may not 

include confinement or removal of the juvenile from. his home. 

Obligations imposed as a result of the intake conference are to be 

by order of the court and in writing and may not exceed 6 months. 

The juvenile and the juvenile's parents or guardian have the right 

. to object at any time prior to their written.agreement to the facts 

or terms of the intake conference deciSiol1..and.eac:Qniay r~quest 

'a,lter_ationof the ~~rms="oLth.e.prQpOBed agreement~or referral of 
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the matter to the presiding judge. The judge ',,"ould then determine 

if the complaint will be heard in court or returned to intake con­

ference for further action. Tn arlrlitior., the written agreement may 

be terminated after performance of its terms has begull upon the 

request of the juvenile and the matter referred to the court. 

If during the diversion period court intake determines that the 

obligations imposed under the agn~0,ment are not being met, they 

shall notify the presirling judge in writing. In the case of failure 

to comply with the obligations hy the parents or guardian, the 

court may proceed against such persons for enforcement of the 

agreement. In the case of failure to comply by the juvenile, the 

matter shall be referred to the court ror action. 

At the end of the diversion period, a second court intake services 

conference may be held with all parties present to ascertain if the 

terms of the agreement have been fulfilled. If all conditions have 

been met, intake shall inform the presiding judge in writing who 

shall order the complaint dismissed. If the conditions of the 

written agreement have not been met at this time, intake may refer 

the matter to the presiding judge to determine if the complaint 

will be heard in court or returned to court intake for further action. 

Based on the evaluations of performance, the conference agreement 

may be extended beyond the 6 month maximum if all parties agree. 

In no case shall an intake conference agreement exceed 9 months 

in total. 

Section 6 authorizes the Supreme Court to estahlish one or more 

juvenile conference committees for eaeh eounty or lllunicipality. 

These committees shall serve as an arm of the court in hearing and 

deciding matters involving alleged juvenile offenders which are 

specifically referred to it by the court. The method of appointment 

and terms of memhership to the committee are to be developed 

by the Supreme Court. These committees are intended to be made 

up of citizen members. The eonunittee shall provide for the resolu­

tion of the case and shall supervise and follow-up compliance with 

its recommendations in the same manner and under the same 

limitations and sanctions as the court intake service conference 

established in section 5. All proceedings hefore the juvenile con­

ference committee are to be confidential and based upon only those 

records which are supplied by or approved by the court. 

Section 7 provides for an effective date of September 1, 1983. 
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This bin attempts to revise and standardize court intake service 

procedures in the juvenile system. Court intake is that part of the 

juvenile court system which processes and handles juvenile matters 

prior to intervention by the court. Each county presently operates a 

court intake service and they will continue to do so under this bill. 

This bill follows many of the procedures and policies of the court Intake 

Manual which presently dictates intake's responsibilities. It is the 

objective of this bill to structure a more efficient and responsive intake 

service which will permit less court time on minor matters and more 

court time for serious and violent juvenile offenders. 

Section 1 establishes a court intake service which shall have the 

responsibility to screen juvenile delinquency complaints and juvenile­

family crisis referrals. The intake service is to operate in compliance 

with standards established by the Supreme Court. Court intake service 

shall receive complaints on a continuous 24-hour basis. In addition, 

court intake is to assist the court in screening referrals for court inter­

vention, make referrals to appropriate agencies, review and approve 

alternative living arrangements, determine that jurisdiction for juve­

nile-family crisis proceedings may exist and monitor referrals for 

development and implementation of family service plans. Every com­

plaint or juvenile-family crisis petition mU8t be reviewed by court 

intake unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

The court intake service shall also have the respon/3ibility for moni­

toring and approving the admission of alleged delinquents to the 

detention or shelter care facilities. 

Section 2 provides that every delinquency complaint shall be reviewed 

by court intake services for recommendation as to whether the complaint 

should be dismissed, diverted, or referred for court action. Court intake 

services shall consider the seriousness of the offense, age and maturity 

of the juvenile, family circumstances, the juvanilG'e prior contacts with 

court intake services and the court and other appropr,iate factors in 

determining whethir to recom:tn.end diversUm. Where ~ co;m.pl4int 

alleges anaot which, if oommitttld by &n adult, 'Would be ... Ol'Una of the 
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first, second, .third or fourth degree, or a repetitive disorderly persons 

offense, the complaint is to be referred for court action, unless the 

prosecutor consents to diversion. 

Section 3 provides that court intake must state the reasons for 

recommending diversion. Where, in deciding whether to divert, infor­

.mation of alcoholism or drug dependency of the juvenile's parent or 

guardian is revealed, intake shall make this information part of its 

report to the court.. 

Within 5 days after receiving a complaint, intake shall advise the 

presiding judge and the prosecuting attorney of its recommendation, 

as well as any other recommendations or objections received concerning 

•the complaint. In determining whether to divert, the court may hold 

'one or more hearings to consider intake's recommendation. Notice of 

any hearing is given to the juvenile, his parents or guardian, the prose­

.cutor, arresting police officer and complainant or victim. These parties 

may be present and have the right to be heard at the hearing concerning 

intake's recommendations for diversion. 

Section 4 provides that a complaint may be diverted to intake COn­

ferences or juvenile justice conference committees and that the county 

prosecutor is to be promptly notified of the diversion of a complaint. 

The complainant or victim of any offense committed by a juvenile 

diverted by the court, which offense would b€' a crime if committed by 

an adult, shall receive a statement as to the reasons for the proposed 

diversion. This provision reflects the policy that the victim or person 

filing a complaint should be a part of the juvenile justice process. 

Section 5 provides for a conference procedure where court intake 

is responsible for resolving a diverted delinquency complaint. 

Notice of the conference will be sent to the juvenile and his parent 

or guardian and to the complainant or victim. The parties may be 

requested to bring to the conference all pertinent documents and records 

in their possession. 

In determining the appropriate resolution of a complaint, court 

intake services shall consider factors substantially identical to those 

considered when determining whether to divert. Attention must be 

given to matching the disposition with the circumstances. Moreover, 

each. juvenile shall be reviewed without a presumption of guilt and 

'intake shall be concerned primarily with preventing more serious future 

misconduct by the juvenile by obtaining the cooperation of the juvenile 

,and his parents or guardians in complying with its recommendations. 

The co.urtmay schedule.a hearing where the complainant or victim 

objects. to the recommendations. from.the conference. 

, .. .This" ,section·',sets.forth .,tb1tt ..the ·cOnfer@ce's.reMmmendations may 

". 

mailto:cOnfer@ce's.reMmmendations
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include counseling, restitution, referral to appropriate community 

agencies, or other community work programs, but may not include 

.confinement or removal of the juvenile from his home. Obligations 

imposed as a result of the intake conference are to be by order of the 

court and in writing and may not exceed 6 months. The juvenile and 

the juvenile's parents or guardian have the right to object at any time 

prior to their written agreement to the facts or terms of the intake 

conference decision and each may request alteration of the terms of the 

proposed agreement or referral of the matter to the presiding judge. 

The judge would then determine if the complaint will be heard in court 

or returned to intake conference for further action. In addition, the 

written agreement may be terminated after performance of its terms 

has begun upon the request of the juvenile and the matter referred 

to the court. 

If during the diversion period court intake determines that the 

obligations imposed under the agreement are not being met, they shall 

notify the presiding judge in writing. In the case of failure to comply 

with the obligations by the parents or guardian, the court may proceed 

against such persons for enforcement of the agreement. In the case of 

failure to comply by the juvenile, the matter shall be referred to the 

court for action. 

At the end of the diversion period, a second court intake services 

conference may be held with all parties present to ascertain if the terms 

of the agreement have been fulfilled. If all conditions have been met, 

intake shall inform the presiding judge in writing who shall order the 

complaint dismissed. If the conditions of the written agreement have 

not been met at this time, intake may refer the matter to the presiding 

judge to determine if the complaint will be heard in court or returned 

to court intake for further action. Based on the evaluations of per­

formance, the conference agreement may be extended beyond the 6 

month maximum if all parties agree. In no case shall an intake con­

ference agreement exceed 9 months in total. 

Section 6 authorizes the Supreme Court to establish one or more 

juvenile conference committees for each county or municipality. These 

committees shall serve as an arm of the court in hearing and deciding 

matters involving alleged juvenile offenders which are specifically re­

ferred to it by the court. The method of appointment and terms of 

membership to the committee are to be developed by the Supreme 

Court. These committees are intended to be made up of citizen mem­

bers. 'rhe committee shall provide for the resolution of the case and 

shall supervise and follow-up compliance with its recommendations in 

the same manner and under the same limitations and sanctions as the 
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eourt intake service conference established in section 5. All proceedings 

before the juvenile conference committee are to be confidential and based 

upon only those records which are supplied by or approved by the 

court. 

Section 7 provides for an effective date of September 1, 1983. 

The committee amendments are of a technical nature. 
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Assembly Bill No. 645, Senate Reprint, provides that each county 

shall establish a famil~' alld junnile court intake service. Its prime 

responsibilities include the screening of juvenile delinquency complaints 

and juvenile-family crisis referrals on behalf of the court as well as 

monitoring and approving if, in the judgment of the intake service such 

action is warranted, the admission of alleged delillquents to detention 

or shelter care facilities. 

The essential purpose of the intake serVICe as provided for ill this 

hill is to provide for a means whereby less serious matters can be 

resolved while under the jurisdiction of the court but, for the most 

part, outside the courtroom itself, thereby freeing the court to devote 

more of its time to serious .and violent juvenile offenders. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

r.l'he rules of the court now require that a ;juvenile and domestic rela­

tions court intake service be established in each county, which has been 

done. This bill incorporates many of the provisions in the manual 

that sets forth the illtake service's responsibilities. The bill, however, 

does set forth some new requirements such as an anllual evaluation, 

and a requirement for intake services to advise the judge and prosecutor 

5 days from the time a complaint is received as to its recommelldations 

for disposition, which may result in in('reased costs to tile counties. A 

fiscal note is not available on thi:-: bill. 
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