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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 868 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INrrnODUCED FEBRUARY 8, 1982 

By Assemblymen GIRGENrrI and MA'I'THEWS 

Referred to Committee on Municipal Government 

AN ACT concerning the disposition of moneys received from the 

payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and 

collected in connection with the operation of motor vehicles, and 

amending R. S. 39 :5--41, R. S. 39 :5--43, and R. S. 39 :5-44. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :5--41 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-41. All fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and collected 

3 under authority of law for any violations of the provisions of this 

4 Title, other than those violations in which the complainant is the 

5 [commissioner] director, a member of his staff, a member of the 

6 State Police, an inspector of the [Public Utility Commission] Board 

7 of P~lblic Utilities, or a law enforcement officer of any other Stat€ 

8 agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate] judge to whom the 

9 same have been paid *'~[as follows: one-half of the total amount col­

10 lected to the financial officer, as designated by the local governing 

11 body, of the respecti'ue m~tnicipalities whe~'ein the violat'ions oc­

12 cU~"red, to be ~tsed by the municipality for general municipal use and 

13 to defmy the cost of operating the municipal court; and one-half 

14 of the total amount collected]u to the proper financial officer of,the 

15 county wherein they were collected, to be used by the county as a 

16 fund for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair 

17 of roads and bridges, snow removal, the acquisition and purchase 

18 of right-of-way, and the purchase, replacement and repair of equip­

19 ment for use on said roads and bridges therein. "Whenever the 

20 amount of the moneys to be forwarded to the counties pursuant to 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is iutended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows! 

*-Assembly committee amendment adopted February 22, 1982• 
.. *-:-Assembly amendments adopted' March 1, 1982. ' 
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21 this section arises above the level forwm'ded to them in fiscal year 

22 1980, the increase, up to the amount forwarded to the counties, shall 

23 be forwarded to the proper financial officer of the respective munici­

24 palities wherein the 'violations occurred, to be 1tsed by the munici­

25 palities as a fund for general municipal use and to defray the cost 

26 of operating the municipal court. When the amount of moneys for­

27 warded to the municipalities equals the amount forwarded to the 

28 counties, any additional increase shall be paid one-half to the county 

29 wherein the funds were collected and one-half to the m1tnicipality 

30 wherein the funds were collected.U 

31 Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant 

32 to this section in a special trust fund in lieu of expending" the same 

33 for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from 

34 said special trust fund in any year an amount which is not in excess 

35 of the amount *[expanded]* *expended* by the county over the 

36 immediate preceding 3-year period froll! general county revenues 

37 for said purposes. Such moneys withdrawn from the trust fund 

38 shall be accounted for and used as are other general county revenues. 

1 2. R. S. 39 :5-43 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-43. Any person who, having collected any fine for any vio­

3 lation of this subtitle, fails, \vithin 30 days, to return the same to 

4 the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the 

5 county or U[the financial officer of the entitled]""" municipality, as 

6 U[designated by the governing body of the local unit]''* ** the 

7 case may be u 
, shall be subject to a penalty **[0£]** not exceeding 

8 $500,00 for the first offense, and a penalty of $1,000.00 or imprison­

9 ment not exceeding 1 year, or both, at the discretion of the court, 

10 upon any subsequent conviction. 

1 3. R. S. 39 :5-44 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for 

3 violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the 

4 disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine 

5 may be imposed U[ and to which allY municipality and county is en­

6 titled]**[, on forms to be prepared and furnished by the board of 

7 chosen freeholders of such county, which]**[. l'he]** **, which** 

8 record shall be open to inspection by the treasurer or auditor of 

9 """[such]""" """a""" county or his duly authorized representative, 

10 **[the financial officer designated by the governing body of any 

11 entitled municipality,]*" or by the director or his duly authorized 

12 representative""", or by the financial officers of the respective mu­

13 nicipalities which are entitled to fines imposed by the court""". 

1 4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment. 
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20 ·Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant 

21 to this section in a special trust fund in lieu of expending the same 

22 for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from 

23 said special trust fund in [Lny year an amount which is not in excess 

24 of the amount expanded by the county over the immediate preceding 

25 3-year period from general county revenues for said purposes. 

26 Such moneys withdra\vll from the trust fund shall be aceonnted for 

27 and used as are other general county revenues. 

1, 2. R. S. 39 :5-43 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 39 :5-43. Any person who, having collected any fine for any vio­


3 ,lation of this subtitle, fails, \\ithin 30 days, to return the same to
 

4 the [commissioner] di'rectoror the proper financial officer of the
 

5'''co~~ty or the financial officer of the entitled municipality, as des-ig­


6 ':nated by the governing body of the local1.mit, shall be subject to a
 

'~7'pe;alty of not exce~ding $500.00 for the first offense, ~~1' a pe~alty 
8~lof$1,OOO.00 orimprisonmentnot exceeding i year, or both, at the' 

_i 

9':(Psc~etio~ of the ·court,. upon any subsequent' conviction: '. 
... 

·-·'.·.·.·1.· , 1 .. , , 3. R. S. 39 :5:-44 is amended to read as follows: 

2'.:b~;39 :i-M. 'Every court havrng ju~isdiction to hear complaints for. 
> "1,/,. "',.-; :", - : • . .: ~ .. ' . .

':< 3 .•:violations of the provisions of this TItle shall keep a record of the 

4'>disposition of 'all complaints under this suhtitle, for which a fine 

.5'~,may be impo'~~d' and to \vhich any m1.tnicipality and county is en­

6 ' titled[, on forms to be prepared and furnished by the board' of 

7' 'chosen freeholders of snch county, which]. The record shall be open 
. "."" 

8 to inspeCtion by the treasurer or auditor of snch COlmty or his duly 

9 authorized representative, the financial officer designated by the 

10 'governing b'ody ol~ny entitled m/umicipality, or by the director or 

it 'lrlsduiy authorized:~epresentative.':~"" .. " 

1 ,,", " '., •This~~tshill~ake'effeet J an~ary l' next following enactment.' 

"':'-. ..:t 

',' ' ,Under 
" 

cnrrent law, the moneys collected as fines fOT certain motor, 

vehicle offenses are apportioned to the' counties in which the offense 

, , occurs. .. 
~ .;,. '-,' . . 

-,'This bill provides that those illoneys be divided equally beh~een 

, the county and the municipality in which the violation took place. 

: .. " It 5'6 i (/'1"1) . ': ' . , . 
,.,1:-..... 

."-/' 

'­

.'J' ,­
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;~£1~if{:;~,;.;::~~t{:!~,~.E....,,:, :mi:...0~,:c\J~, .~.;;,.j;';ihti.';,{~~.i1,;,;.i.:"""W';igi";' I,.."'>ki;~~"",",,,,~if,~~~,,,,,,,~ 
3-1-82 - R-49 

~....... (
..' 
- I,

,J.--'"ASSEI1BLY FLOOR
'" ______ Amendments il,,1" 

\
 
Amend: 

Page 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

I 

2 2 7 

Sec. Line 

1 9 

1 

1 14 

1 19 

2 5 

2 5-6 

.tDu?lED to 

;:'.s sembly 868 () !<2.J~,":. ~ "\ 19B1
\'\;-~I\ .J- Bill f\o. 

Omit "as follows: one-half of the total amount 

col-" 

Omit these lines 

Omit "of the total amount collected" 

After "therein.'1 Insert "Whenever the a.rnount of 

the moneys to be forwarded to the counties pur-' 

suant to this section rises above the level 

forwarded to them in fiscal year 1980, the 

increase, up to the amount fO~Tarded to the 

counties, shall be forwarded to the Droner 

financial officer of the respective municipalities 

wherein the violations occurred, to be used by 

the municipalities as a fund for general munici­

pal use and to defray the cost of operatinq the 
, ­

municipal court. When the amount ofrnoneys for­

warded to the munici?alities equals the ~uount 

forwarded to the counties, any additional in­

crease shall be paid one-half to the county whc=ein 

the funds were collected and one-half to the muni-' 

cipality wherein the funds were collected.~ 

Omit "the financial officer of the entitled" 

Omit "designated by the qov~rnjnc body of the
 

local unit" insert "the case may be"
 

Omit "of"
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Amend: 

Page Sec. Line 

3 5-6 

2 3 

2 3 8 

2 3 9-:10 

2 3 11 

ASSEMBLY _F_L_O_O_R Amendments 

to 

Assembly 868 
_____ Bill No. 

Omit "and to which any municipality and county 

is entitled" 

Omit" The" insert ", which" 

Omit "such" insert "a" 

Omit "the financial officer designated by the 

governing body of any entitled municipalityr" 

After "representative" insert ", or by the 

financial officers of the respective munici­

palities which are entitled to fines imposed by 

the court" 

". 

STJl.TEMENT 

The purpose of this floor a~endment is to 

apportion certain moneys collected as motor 

vehicle fines pursuant to the.provisions of R.S . 

tJV 
39:5-~1 in the following manner: 

a. To each entitled county, from the first 

moneys collected, an amount e~ual to the a~o~nt 

the county received in 1980; and 

b. To the entitled municipalities, from the 

next moneys collected, an amount equal to the 

amount ~orwarded to the co~~ty in 1980. 



ASSEMBLY COH...~ITTEE A d tmen men s 

Amend: 

ADOPTED 

FEB 221982 

to 

_A_S_S_E_M_B_L_Y__ Bill No. 868 

R-49 

Pao-eo Sec. 

1 

Line 

Jfj Omit "expanded" insert "expended" 



2-5-82 - R-49 

Ac~~erning the disposition of moneys received from the payment 

of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and collected 

in connection with the operation of motor vehicles, and amending 

R.S. 39:5-41, R.S. 39:5-43, and R.S. 39:5-44.
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

of	 New'Jersey:
 

-1. R.S. 39:5-41 is amended to read as follows:
 

39 :5--i-l. .All :fiDes, penalties and forfeitures imposed and 
collected under authority of law for any viola.tions of the provisions 
of this Title, othet,than those ...iolations in which the complainant 
is the~mmission~ a member of his sta:ff, a member of the State 

director ---Poliee, aL-msp~tor of the \Public Utility Cobnissi~jltLO.!_~J.~~ _ 
Board' of . enforcement officer of any otb.er State agency, shall be forwarded 
Public . by the[!IJ..a.1ristrat1lto 'Whom the same h..a..ve ~n paid' ._ . Utilities

Judge ------------------ .
 

as follows: one-half of the total amount collected
 

to the financial officer, as designated by the local 

governing body, of the respective municipalities 

wherein the violations occurred, to be used by the 

municipality for general municipal use and to defray 

the cost of operating the municipal court; and one-

half	 of the total amount collected 

to the proper 
financial officer o-f the cot:.nty wherein they were collected, to be 
used by the C01lIlty as a fund for the construction, reconstruction, 
maintenance and repair of roads and bridges: sno~ l'e:no,al, the 
acquisition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, replace- f 

ment and repair of equipment for use on said roads and bridges. 
therein. 

"Wbenever any count) has deposit.ed moneys collected pursuant· 
to this section in a special trust fund in lieu of expending the same 
for the purposes authorized by this section. it may withdraw from 
said s"Oecial trust fund in all''\' ",ear an amount which is not in excess 
of the -amonnt expanded by :h~ county over we immediate preceding 
3-year period from general county revenues for said purposes. 
Such moneys rithdravm fro::n the trust ftuld sball be ucou:nted for 
and used as are other general COULty revenues. 

2.	 R.S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows: 

39:5-43.'" Any person who, having collected any !\ ',J:: '''~ 
\ 'J - '\,~ i-"-' fine for any violation of this subtitle, fails, within
 

thIrtv days, to retu.~ the same to' the @omrnis- i
.:: : 0 _____ ~oneA0r the proper financial officer of the county~ _
 
'~ director	 or the financial of­SEalroe subject to a penalty of not exceeding five./ f. 

1/	 hundred dollars for t.~e first ortense, and a penalt}. ficer of the entitied 
of one thousand dollars or imprisonment not ex­ municipality, as des~ 
ceed.;ng one year, or both, at the discretion of the ignated by the govern­

. court, upon any subsequent conviction.	 ina body of the lcca-I-­
unit,	 ­

>;>\&&1\1., •..liliil2fJ&il!ll'!rl .•·m_~I!III'a.~I!II-.lIl'iijJg.n.II!II;_ i	 ....., ..... 1I..I!I!••I!,II_J~l,I!.IlI!.ill'= .•alll!i\'l-._~_Il.,_.II._	 •._g.!'a_aL&CI_I!II&.-Il1I_II_Iri____l!'I&lII_rmrmMa.m_b=_JIIlII~ k_5 $-t...'"""-_M,~;;'.:~'"!-~?~~]l,~1'f.__



~' ::>mending 
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3. R.S~,39:5-44 is amended to read as follows: 

39 :5--!4. Every court ha..-ing jurisdiction to hear 
complaints for ,iolatioD5 of the pr'o,isions of thi~ 
Title shall keep a record of the disposition of all 
complaints under thi~ subtitle. for 'Which a finC' 
may be imposed nnd to which an:i)counr~- is l!ntitl('~ 
on forms to be prepared and furmili-ed.o"'5--illenoi1'rd --- municipality and 
of chos(:'n freeholders of such county. whi@:.kecol'l.l 
sha~l be open to inspection by tbe trensurer-oz7"---· The 
nudltor of such connt, or his dulY authorized reD1't'­

__ _~E~aJ~\~.l~'.o~· by the director or 11is duly authol'lzetlthe financial rep res en tahl;-e. . 
officer desig­
nated bv the 
governing body 
of any entitled 
municipality, 

4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following 

enactment. 

STATEMENT 

Under current law, the moneys collected as fines for cert~in 

motor vehicle offenses are apportioned to the counties in whict the 

offense occurred. 

m~~c::J. ..... __ bill provides that those moneys be divided equ~lly between 

the county and the municipality in which the violation took pl~=e. 

~ l!~'''''1';:1 ' •• 
1; . 

or~ ~ ~;O;; i 

~"> '~ln:;;' 

mailto:whi@:.kecol'l.l
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Amend: 

Sec. LinePage 

AS S E!1BLY_F_L_O_O_R Amen dmen ts 

to 

868 __A_s_s_e_rn_b_l_Y_ Bill No. 

Should the moneys collected exceed the amounts 

to be apportioned to the counties and municipalities 

pursuant to these amenlli~ents, the excess is' to be 

divided equally between the counties and the muni­

cipalities wherein the motor vehicle offenses 

occurred. 

.. ". 



OrT1C[ OF THE GOVU\;!Gr< 

RELU·,SE: H\~'1EOIP.TE co:nJicr: CARL GOLIJEil 

APRIL 30, '1982 

Legislat'ion t.o permit municipa'Jities tu r:::ceive i'J share of fines fo!' levied 

motor veh-icle offenses vIas s-jc]nedlnto lavJ today by Gov('rno~' Thomas H. Keen. 

The -\ e:1i slati on, P._--86Sl~ '"letS sponsored by r~ssernh'lYP1cm John A. Gi rgenti 0 

D-Pass()__ic~ and \'iil'! re.sult in appto>:-jm3t€,'ly $D min-ion in revenues being 

distributed to municipalities. The bill is effective January 1,1983. 

Under cun"ent -, a\'1, revenues from of-; il2S ere reriri Heel to the State I s ~;enE'Y'a 1 

fund if the sumiTions is issued b.y a Sti:lt.t~ Poll ce offi efT. I f the s~lmmans is 

issued by a laced police officer. the f-ine mon~:y is allocated to the county -in 

which the violation took place and is used to suppclrt road maintenance programs. 

Under the new law) counties will continue to receive the fine revenue up to 

the levels attcl"ined in 1980. \·ihell thClt leve", is ~'eacf:edo the money is to be 

distributed to the municipalities tn help defray the cost of operating the municipal 

court system. 

If the fine revenue distribut(~d to municipalities exceeds the amount allocated 

to the counties in 1980, the excess shall be divided by the counties and municipalities. 
7)" 

Kean also s-igned f\-5Cif.:, sponsored by J\ssemblyman Dennis Riley, D-Camden, to 

require retail stores to post a notice of refund policies in their establishments~. 

The legislation requires that a refund policy notice be posted on the item for 

sale, affixed to each cash register, posted at the store entrance, or another clearly 

visible lbcatton. 

If a retaileY' refused to post such a notice and refuses G legitimate j"'equest for 

a refund within 20 days of a purchnsc, a customer may sue in municipal court for a 

cash refund or credit and damages not to exceed $200. 

(more) 
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SENATE, No. 678 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1982 SESSION 

By Senator GRAVES 

AN ACT concerning the disposition of moneys received from the 

payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and 

collected in connection with the operating of motor vehicles, and 

amending R. S. 30 :5-41, R. S. 39 :5-43 and R. S. 39 :5-44. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :5-41 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-41. All fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and col­

3 lected under authority of law for any violations of the provisions of 

4 this Title, other than those violations in which the complainant is 

5 the [commissioner] directoT, a member of his staff, a member of 

6 the State Police, an inspector of the [Public Utility Commis­

7 sion] Board of Pltblic Utilities, 01' a law enforcement officer of 

8 any other State agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate] 

9 judge to whom the same have been paid, '''[one-half]* to the proper 

10 financial officer of the county wherein they were collected, to be 

11 used by the county as a fund for the construction, reconstruction, 

12 maintenance and repair of roads and bridges, snow removal, the 

13 acquisition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, re­

14 placement and repair of equipment for use on said roads and 

15 bridges therein ""[and one-half]* *. TVhene'ver the a'l'nount of the 

lOA moneys to be forwarded to the counties pursuant to this section 

15B rises above the level forwarded to them in fiscal yeaT 1980, the 

15c increase, up to the amount forwarded to the counties, shall be 

15D forwarded* to the proper financial officer of the 1'espective munici­

16 palities wherein the violations occurred, to be used by the munici-

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above biD 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

*-Senate committee amendments adopted February 25, 1982. 
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17 palities as a fund for general municipal use and to defray the cost 

18 of operating the municipal court. ·When the amount of moneys 

18A forwarded to the municipalities equals the amount forwarded to the 

18B counties, any additional increase shall be paid one-half to the county 

18c wherein the funds were coUected and one-half to the municipality 

18D wherein the funds were collected.· 

19 Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant 

20 to this section in a special trust fund in lieu of expending the same 

21 for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from 

22 ·[the]· ·said· special trust fund in any year an amount which is 

23 not in excess of the amount expended by the county over the 

24 immediate preceding 3-year period from general county revenue for 

25 ·[those]· ·said· purposes. ·[The]· ·Such* moneys withdrawn 

26 from the trust fund shall be accounted for and used as are other 

27 general county revenues. 

1 2. R. S. 39 :5-43 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-43. Any person who, having collected any fine for any 

3 violation of this subtitle, fails, within 30 days, to return the same to 

4 the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the 

5 county or municipality, as the case may be, shall be subject to a 

6 penalty [of] not exceeding $500.00 for the first offense, and a peu­

7 alty of $1,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year, or both, 

8 at the discretion of the court, upon auy subsequent conviction. 

1 3. R. S. 39 :5-44 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for 

3 violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the 

4 disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine 

5 may be imposed [and to which any county is entitled, on forms to 

6 be prepared and furnished by the board of chosen freeholders of 

7 such county], which record shall be open to inspection by the 

8 treasurer or auditor of [such] a county or his duly authorized 

9 representative, or by the director or his duly authorized repre­

10 sentative, or by the financial officers of the respective municipalities 

11 which are entitled to fines imposed by the court. 

1 4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment. 



SENATE,No. 678
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1982 SESSION 

By Senator GRAVES 

AN ACT concerning the disposition of moneys received from the 

payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and 

collected in connection with the operating of motor vehicles, and 

amending R. S. 3D :5-41, R. S. 39 :5-43 and R. S. 39 :5-44. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :5-41 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :5-41. All fLnes, penalties and forfeitures imposed and col­

3 lected under authority of law for any violations of the provisions of 

4 this Title, other than those Yiolations in which the complainant is 

5 the [commissioner] director, a member of his staff, a member of 

6 the State Police, an inspector of the [Public Utility Commis­

7 sion] Board of Public Utilities. or a law enforcement officer of 

8 any other State agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate] 

9 judge to whom the same have been paid, one-half to the proper 

10 financial officer of the county wherein they were collected, to be 

11 used by the county as a fund for the construction, reconstruction, 

12 maintenance and repair of roads and bridges, snow removal, tlw 

13 acquisition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, re­

14 placement and repair of equipment for use on said roads and 

15 bridges therein and one-half to the proper financial officer of the 

16 respective municipalities wherein the violations occurred, to be 

17 ttsed by the municipalities as a fund for general municipal use and 

18 to defray the cost of operating the municipal court. 

19 Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant 

20 to this section in a special trust fund in liett of expending the same 

21 for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from 

22 the special trust fund in any year an arnount which is not in excess 

23 of the amount expended by the CO?tnty over the immediate preceding 

24 3-year period from general county revenues for those purposes. 

25 The moneys withdrawn from the trust fund shall be accounted for 

26 and used as are other gene1"al cownt?! re1JenUeS. 

ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thns] in the above bill 
i8 not enacted and i8 intended to be omitted in the law. 
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1 2. R. S. 39 :5--43 is anwnded to read as follows:
 

2 39 :5--43. Any person who. having collected any fine for any
 

3 violation of this suhtitle, fails. within 30 days. to return the same to
 

4 the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the
 

5 county or m1micipality, as the case 'may be, shall be subject to a
 

6 penalty [of] not exceeding $500.00 for the first offense, and a pen­


7 alty of $1,000.00 or imprisonment not exeeeding 1 year, or hoth.
 

S at the discretion of the court, upon any subsequent conviction.
 

1 3. R. S. 39 :5--44 is amended to read, as follows:
 

2 39 :5--44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for
 

3 violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the
 

4 disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
 

5 may be imposed [and to which any county is entitled, on forms to
 

6 be prepared and furnished hy the board of chosen freeholders of
 

7 such county], which reeord shall he open to inspection by the
 

8 treasurer or auditor of [such] a county or his duly authorized
 

9 representative, or hy the director or his duly authorized repre­

10 sentative, or by the financial officers of the respective 1nunicipalities 

11 which are entitled to fines imposed by the court. 

1 4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would alter the manner of disposition for certain fines, 

penalties, and forfeitures collected in municipal courts for viola­

tions of the motor vehicle laws. 

There are presently two ways in which moneys collected for fines, 

penalties, and forfeitures are distributed. Those which are col­

lected from cases in which the complainant is a local police officer 

are distributed according to the provisions of R. S. 39 :5--40. That 

section provides for disposition of all received funds to the director 

to be forwarded to the State Treasurer and credited to the State 

Highway Fund. They are not affected by this bill. 

The second class of fines, penalties, and forfeitures includes those 

provided for in this bill. Those are the ones in which the complain­

ant is a State officer; e.g., State policeman. R. S. 39 :5--41 presently 

provides for disposition of these funds to the counties, earmarked 

for road construction and repair. This bill provides that one-half 

of the fines, etc. collected in which the complainant is a State officer 

are to be disposed of in the present manner and one-half shall be 

forwarded to the municipality in which the violation occurred to 

be used by the municipality for general road repair and to cover 

the cost of operating the municipal court. 
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This bill, as amended, would change the way certain fines, penalties, 

and forfeitures collected ill municipal courts for motor vehicle violations 

are distributed. 

There are currently two classes of motor vehicle fines, penalties, and 

forfeitures. Those collected as a result of cases in which the com­

plainant is a State officer (State policemen) are not affected by this bill. 

The distribution of fines, penalties, and forfeitures collected as a 

result of cases in which the complainallt is a local officer would be 

affected by this bill as amellded. Now, these funds are distributed 

according to H. S. 39 :5-41, which provides that they be forwarded to 

the counties for road construction and repair. 

This bill, as amended, would require that whenever the amount of 

moneys to be forwarded to the counties exceeded the level forwarded 

to them in fiscal year 1980, the increase would be distributed to the 

municipality in which the violation occurred, up to an amount equal to 

the aIllount forwarded to the coullties. The funds would be for general 

municipal use alld to defray the cost of operating the lllunicipal court. 

When the alIloullt of mouey forwarded to the municipalities and the 

counties is equal, allY further increase will be paid half to the counties 

and half to the llluuicipalities. 

An increase iu the amount of funds collected as a result of cases 

in which the complainant is a local officer is anticipated if a package 

of bills increasing fines for Illotor vehicle violations now pending before 

the Legislature is enacted into law. 
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