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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST

(Motor Vehicle offenses — fines - diviston of
money between county and municipality)

NJSA 39:5-41, 39:5-43, 39:5-44
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Sponsor's statement:

Under current law, the moneys collected as fines for certain motor vehicle
- offenses are apportioned to the counties in which the offense occurs.

The bill provides that those moneys be divided equally between the county and
the municipality in which the violation took place.
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Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*__Assembly committee amendment adopted February 22, 1982.
«%__Assembly amendments adopted March 1,. 1982, . -
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 8, 1982
By Assemblymen GIRGENTI and MATTHEWS
Referred to Comimittee on Municipal Government

A~ Acr concerning the disposition of moneys received from the
payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and
collected in connection with the operation of motor vehicles, and
amending R. S. 39:5-41, R. S. 39:5-43, and R. S. 39:5-44.

BE 17 EvACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:541 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-41. All fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and collected
under authority of law for any violations of the provisions of this
Title, other than those violations in which the complainant is the
[commissioner] director, a member of his staff, a member of the
State Police, an inspector of the [Publiec Utility Commission] Board
of Public Utilities, or a law enforcement officer of any other State
agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate] judge to whom the
same have been paid **[as follows: one-half of the total amount col-
lected to the financial officer, as designated by the local governing
body, of the respective municipalities wherein the violations oc-
curred, to be used by the municipality for general municipal use and
to defray the cost of operating the municipal court; and one-half
of the total anount collected}** to the proper financial officer of the
county wherein they were collected, to be used by the county as a
fund for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair
of roads and bridges, snow removal, the acquisition and purchase
of right-of-way, and the purchase, replacement and repair of equip-
ment for use on said roads and bridges therein. **Whenever the
amount of the moneys to be forwarded to the counties pursuant to

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italies thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*__Assembly committee amendment adopted February 22 1982
**___ Assembly amendments adopted March 1, 1982,
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this section arises above the level forwarded to them in fiscal year
1980, the increase, up to the amount forwarded to the counties, shall
be forwarded to the proper financial officer of the respective munici-
palities wherein the violations occurred, to be used by the munici-
palities as a fund for general municipal use and to defray the cost
of operating the municipal court. When the amount of moneys for-
warded to the municipalities equals the amount forwarded to the
counties, any additional increase shall be paid one-half to the county
wheremn the funds were collected and one-half to the municipality
wherein the funds were collected.**

Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant
to this seetion in a special trust fund in lieu of expending the same
for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from
said special trust fund in any year an amount which is not in excess
of the amount *[expanded]* *expended* by the county over the
immediate preceding 3-yvear period from general county revenues
for said purposes. Such moneys withdrawn from the trust fund
shall be accounted for and used as are other general county revenues.

2. R. S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-43. Any person who, having collected any fine for any vio-
lation of this subtitle, fails, within 30 days, to return the same to
the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the
county or **[the financial officer of the entitled]** municipality, as
**[designated by the governing body of the local unit]** ** the
case may be**, shall be subject to a penalty **[of]** not exceeding
$500.00 for the first offense, and a penalty of $1,000.00 or imprison-
ment not exceeding 1 year, or both, at the discretion of the court,
upon any subsequent conviction.

3. R. 8. 39:5-44 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for
violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the
disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
may be imposed **[[ and to which any municipality and county is en-
titled]**[[, on forms to be prepared and furnished by the board of
chosen freeholders of such county, which]**[. The]** **, which**

record shall be open to inspection by the treasurer or auditor of

- **[such]** **a** county or his duly authorized representative,

**[the financial officer designated by the governing body of any
entitled municipality,J** or by the director or his duly authorized
representa‘tive**,i or by the financial officers of the respective mu-
nicipalities which are entitled to fines imposed by the court**.

4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment.
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and used as are other general county revenues.

2. R. S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows:
- 39:5-43. Any person who, having collected any -fine for any vio-
Azlatlon of this subtltle fails, within 30 days, to return the samie to
the [comnnssmner] director or the proper financial officer of the
?'-‘county or the ﬁnanczal officer of the entitled mumczpaltty, as desig-
'fnated by Y the govermng bods Yo f the local unit, shall be sub]ect to a
. *penalty of not ehceedm(r $500.00 for the first oﬁense and a pena.ltv ’

*lof $1 000.00 or unprlsonment not exceedmcr 1 year, or both, at the

_d1scret1on of the court upon any subsequent conwchon
3 R. S. 39: 5-44 is amended to read as follows:
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<::v101at10ns of the prowsmns of this Title shall heep a record of the

"fidlspos1t10n of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
V‘;jmay be unposed and to which any municipality and county is en-
]Atltled[, on forms to be prepared and furnished by the ‘board- of
“chiosen freeholders of such county, which]. The record shall be opeh
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o STATEMENT o e
- Under carrent law, the moneys collected as ﬁnes for certa.m motor-iﬂ ‘

) vehlcle oﬁenses are apportloned to the eounties in Whlch the offense
v/:"occurs L N : ' L L
| ThlS bill pr OV1des that those moneys be divided equally between‘ ‘

the county and the nunicipality in which the violation took place.
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ASSEMBLY FLOOR I
Amendments Y

ANOPTED to
GOR 1198 Assembly  pijlNo, _o0° Q.UR.

Omit "as follows:”one—half of the total amount
col-"

Omit these lines

Omit "of the total amount collected"”

After "therein." Insert "Whenever the amount of
the moneys to be forwarded to the counties pur-'
suant to this section rises above the level
forwarded to them in fiscal year 1980, the
increase, up to the amount forwarded to the
counties, shall be forwarded to the proper
financial officer of the respective municipalities
wherein the violations occurred, to be used by

the municipalities - as a fund for generzl munici-
pal use and to defray the cost of operating the
municipal court. When the amount of moneys fo;-
warded to the municipalities equals the amounti
forwarded to the countieé, any additiconal in-
crease shall be paid one-half to the county wherein
the funds were collected and one-half to ;he muni-
cipality wherein the funds were collected.!

Omit "the financial officer of the entitled" -
- "3 . .

Omit "designated by the governinc body of the

local unit" insert "the case may be"

Omit "of"
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ASSEMBLY FLOOR Amendments
to

. Assembly 868
Bill No.

Cmit "and to which any municipality and county
is entitled"

Omit ". The" insert ", which”

Omit "such" insert "a"

Omit "the financial officer designated by the

governing body of any entitled municipality."

After "representative" insert ", or by the

" financial officers of the respective munici-

palities which are entitled to fines imposeé by

the court"

STATEMENT

The purpose of this floor amencdment is to
apporticn certain moneys collected as motor
vehicle fines pursuant to the provisions of R.S

e _
39:5-%1 in the following manner:

a. To each entitled county, £from the first
moneys collected, an amount egual to the amount

the county received in 1980; and

b. Tec the entitled municivelities, from the
next moneys collected, an amount egual to the

amount forwarded to the countv in 1980.
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;7/' 1 Omit "expanded" insert "expended"
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ch/c‘:g;cerning the disposition of moneys received from the payment
of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and collected
in connecﬁion with the operation of motor vehicles, and amending
R.S. 39:5-41, R.S. 39:5-43, and R.S. 39:5-44. ,
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

of New Jersey:

-1. R.S8. 39:5-41 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-41. All fines, penzlties and forfeitures imposed and
collected under authority of law for any violations of the provisions
of this Title, other than those violations in which the complainant
is theE:_omm.lssmne a member of his staff, 2 member_of the State

director --~pgfige  an Inspecior of the[-lzubhc Utlhi'y Cotnmissiq or & law

enforcement officer of any other State sgency, shall be forwarded ;%%9—;

e
judge —--—---=-to-e—om2T . Dtilities

, \ as follows: one-half of the total amount collected

to the financial officer, as designated by the local

N governing body, of the resvective municipalities

J wherein the violations occurred, to be used by the

municipality for general municipal use and to defray

the cost of operating the municipal court; and one-

half of the total amount collected

to the proper
financial officer of the counfry wherein they were collected, to be
used by the county 25 a fund for the construetion, reconstruction,
maintenznce 2nd repair of roads and bridges, snow removal, the
acquicition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, replace-
ment and repair of equipment for use or said roads and bridges
therein. :
TWhenever any county has deposited monevs collected pursuant’
to this section in a special irust fond in lien of expending the same
for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from
seid special trust fund in any vear an amount which is not In excess
of the amount expanded by ‘he county over the immediate preceding
3-vear period from general county revenues for said purposes.
Such morers withdrawn from the trost fund shall be sccounted for
and used as are otner generz] county revenues.

2. PR.S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows:

S 39:5-43.

‘j'bé-'- Any person who, having collected any '
hERN fine for any violation of this subtitle, fails, within
t i J thirty days, to return the same to the E:omm.s-’\'.

e ; sionerjor the proper financial officer of the county . .
N d_lre_CtE T T T T T shall be subject to a penalty of not exceeding five OJ,: the fln‘ancj-al .Of’

[ hundred dollars for the first offense, and 2 penalty ficer of the entitled
of one thousand dollars or imprisonment not ex- municipality, as des-
ceeding one year, or both, at the discretion of the 1gnated by the c'ove*r\-

‘ eourt, upon any subsequent conviction. ing body of the loca
unit,




R.S: 39:5-44 is amendedvto read as follows:

39:5~#. Every court having jurisdiction to hear
complaints for violations of the prov1~1on= of this
Title shall keep a record of the disposition of all
complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
may be imposed and to which anyycountv is entitled,

anypeounty is entitled, _ .
on forms to be prepared and furmsied by the boar municipality and

of chosen freeholders of such county, which|record
shall be open to inspection by the treafurer or "~ - The
auditor of such county or his dul\ authorized repre-

_ . sentative, or by the director or h1~ duly authorize
the financial ---Z3z520 = ‘ d

— , representative.
officer desig-
nated by the
governing bodv
of anv entitled
municipality,

4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following

enactment.

STATEMENT
Under current law, the moneys collected as fines for certain
motor vehicle offenses are aprortioned to the counties in which the
offense occurred.

is bill provides that those moneys be divided equelly between

v

.
n

the county and the municipality in which the violation took pliace.


mailto:whi@:.kecol'l.l

Amend:

Page

Sec.

‘|Line

- 3-
ASSEMBLY FLOOR Amendments
to
ASsembly pijjNo. __ 868

Should the moneys collecfed“exceed the amounts
to be apportioned to the counties and municipalities
pursuant to these amendments, the excess is to be
di&ided equally between the counties and the muni-
cipalities wherein the motor vehicle offenses

occurred.
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RELEASE:  TIMMEDIATE CONTACT:  CARL GGLG%N

APRIL 30, 1982

Legislation to perimit municipalitlies tou réceive a share of fines for levicd
motor vehicle offenses was signed into law today by Governor‘Thomas H. Kean.

The legislation, A-868, was sponsored by Assembiyman John A. Gfrgenti,
D-Passaic, and will result in approximately $17 @itlion in revenues being
distribuﬁed to municipalities. The bill is effeétive January 1, 1983.

Under curvent law, revenues from fines are remitted to the State's genaral
fund if the summons is issued by a State Police officer. If the summons is
issued by a local nolice officer, the fine money is allecated to the county in
which the violation took place and is used to suppurt road majintenance programs,

Under the new law, counties will continue to receive the fiﬁe vevenuz un to
the levels attained in 1980. When that level 1is reached; the money is to be
distributed to the municipalities to hefp defray the cost of operating tha munfcipal
court system._ ‘

If the fine revenue distributed to municipalities exceeds the,amouﬁt allocated
to the counties in 1980, the excess shail be divided by the coﬁntiés and municipalitfes.

Kean alsc signed 5:§§i; sponsored by Assemblyman Dennis Riley, D-Camden, to
require retail stores to post a notice of refund policies in their establishments.

The legislation requires that a refund policy notice be posted on the item for
sale, affixed to each cash register, posted at the store entrance, or another clearly
visible location. |

If a retailer refused to post such a notice and refuses a legitimate request for
a refund within 20 days of a purchase, a customer may sue in municipal court f&r a

cash refund or credit and damages not to exceed $200.

(more)
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1982 SESSION

By Senator GRAVES

AN Act concerning the disposition of nmoneys received from the
payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and
collected in connection with the operating of motor vehicles, and
amending R. S. 39:5-41, R. S. 39:5-43 and R. S. 39:5-44.

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:5-41 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-41. All fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and col-
lected under authority of law for anv violations of the provisions of
this Title, other than those violations in which the complainant is
the [commissioner] director, a member of his staff, a member of
the State Police, an inspector of the [Public Utility Commis-
sion] Board of Public Utilities, or a law enforcement officer of
any other State agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate]
judge to whom the same have been paid, *[one-half]* to the proper
financial officer of the county wherein they were collected, to be
used by the county as a fund for the construction, reconstruction,
nmaintenance and repair of roads and bridges, snow removal, the
acquisition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, re-
placement and repair of equipment for use on said roads and
bridges therein *[and one-half]* *. Whenever the amount of the
moneys to be forwarded to the counties pursuant to this section
rises above the level forwarded to them in fiscal year 1980, the
tncrease, up to the amount forwarded to the counties, shall be
forwarded* to the proper financial officer of the respective munici-
palities wherein the violations occurred, to be used by the munici-

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets Ithusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italies thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*—Senate commitiee amendments adopted February 25, 1982.
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palities as a fund for general municipal use and to defray the cost
of operating the mumicipal court. *When the amount of moneys
forwarded to the municipalities equals the amount forwarded to the
counties, any additional increase shall be paid one-half to the county
wherein the funds were collected and one-half to the municipality
wherein the funds were collected.*

Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant
to this section in a special trust fund in liew of expending the same
for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from
*[the]* *said* special trust fund in any year an amount which is
not in excess of the amount expended by the county over the
immediate preceding 3-year period from general county revenue for
*[those]* *said* purposes. *[The]* *Such* moneys withdrawn
from the trust fund shall be accounted for and used as are other
general county revenues.

2. R. S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-43. Any person who, having collected any fine for any
violation of this subtitle, fails, within 30 days, to return the same to
the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the
county or municipality, as the case may be, shall be subject to a
penalty [of] not exceeding $500.00 for the first offense, and a pen-
alty of $1,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year, or both,
at the discretion of the court, upon any subsequent convietion.

3. R. S. 39:5-44 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for
violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the
disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
may be imposed [and to which any county is entitled, on forms to
be prepared and furnished by the board of chosen freeholders of
such county], which record shall be open to inspection by the
treasurer or auditor of [such] @ county or his duly authorized
representative, or by the director or his duly authorized repre-
sentative, or by the financial officers of the respective municipalities
which are entitled to fines imposed by the court.

4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment,
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1982 SESSION

By Senator GRAVES

Ax Act concerning the disposition of moneys received from the
payment of certain fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and
collected in connection with the operating of motor vehicles, and
amending R. S. 39:5-41, R. S. 39:5-43 and R. S. 39:5-44.

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:5-41 1s amended to read as follows:

39:5-41. All fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and col-
lected under authority of law for any violations of the provisions of
this Title, other than those violations in which the complainant is
the [commissioner] director, a member of his staff, a member of
the State Police, an inspector of the [Public Utility Commis-
sion] Board of Public Utilities, or a law enforcement officer of
any other State agency, shall be forwarded by the [magistrate]
judge to whom the same have been paid, one-half to the proper
financial officer of the county wherein they were collected, to be
used by the county as a fund for the construetion, reconstruetion,
maintenance and repair of roads and bridges, snow removal, the
acquisition and purchase of right-of-way, and the purchase, re-
placement and repair of equipment for use on said roads and
bridges therein and one-half to the proper financial officer of the
respective municipalities wherein the wviolations occurred, to be
used by the municipalities as a fund for general municipal use and
to defray the cost of operating the municipal court.

Whenever any county has deposited moneys collected pursuant
to this section in a special trust fund in liew of expending the same
for the purposes authorized by this section, it may withdraw from
the special trust fund in any year an amount which is not in excess
of the amount expended by the county over the immediate preceding
3-year period from general county revenues for those purposes.
The moneys withdrawn from the trust fund shall be accounted for

and used as are other general county revenues.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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2. R. S. 39:5-43 is amended to read as follows:

39:5-43. Any person who. having collected any fine for any
violation of this subtitle, fails, within 30 days, to return the same to
the [commissioner] director or the proper financial officer of the
county or munmicipality, as the case may be, shall be subject to a
penalty [of] not exceeding $500.00 for the first offense, and a pen-
alty of $1,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 vear, or hoth,
at the discretion of the court, upon any subsequent conviction.

3. R. S. 39:544 is amended to read, as follows:

39:5-44. Every court having jurisdiction to hear complaints for
violations of the provisions of this Title shall keep a record of the
disposition of all complaints under this subtitle, for which a fine
may be imposed [and to which any county is entitled, on forms to
be prepared and furnished hy the board of chosen freeholders of
such county], which record shall bhe open to inspection by the
treasurer or auditor of [such] a county or his duly authorized
representative, or by the director or his duly authorized repre-
sentative, or by the financial officers of the respective municipalities
which are entitled to fines imposed by the court.

4. This act shall take effect January 1 next following enactment.

STATEMENT

This bill would alter the manner of disposition for certain fines,
penalties, and forfeitures collected in municipal courts for viola-
tions of the motor vehicle laws.

There are presently two ways in which moneys collected for fines,
penalties, and forfeitures are distributed. Those which are col-
lected from cases in which the complainant is a local police officer
are distributed according to the provisions of R. S. 39:5-40. That
section provides for disposition of all received funds to the director
to be forwarded to the State Treasurer and credited to the State
Highway Fund. They are not affected by this bill.

The second class of fines, penalties, and forfeitures includes those
provided for in this bill. Those are the ones in which the complain-
ant is a State officer; e.g., State policeman. R. S. 39:5-41 presently
provides for disposition of these funds to the counties, earmarked
for road construction and repair. This bill provides that one-half
of the fines, ete. collected in which the complainant is a State officer
are to be disposed of in the present manner and one-half shall be
forwarded to the municipality in which the violation oceurred to
be used by the municipality for general road repair and to cover

the cost of operating the municipal court.



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 678

with Senate committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 25, 1982

This bill, as amended, would change the way certain fines, penalties,
and forfeitures collected in munieipal courts for motor vehicle violations
are distributed.

There are currently two classes of motor vehicle fines, penalties, and
forfeitures. Those collected as a result of cases in which the coni-
plainant is a State officer (State policemien) are not affected by this bill.

The distribution of fines, penalties, and forfeitures collected as a
result of cases in which the complainant is a local officer would be
affected by this bill as amended. Now, these funds are distributed
according to R. S. 39:541, which provides that they be forwarded to
the counties for road construetion and repair.

This bill, as amended, would require that whenever the amount of
moneys to be forwarded to the counties exceeded the level forwarded
to them in fiseal year 1980, the increase would be distributed to the
municipality in which the violation oceurred, up to an amount equal to
the amount forwarded to the counties. The funds would be for general
municipal use and to defray the cost of operating the imunicipal court.
When the amount of money forwarded to the municipalities and the
counties 1s equal, any furthier inerease will be paid half to the counties
and half to the munieipalities.

An mecrease i1 the amount of funds collected as a result of cases
in which the complainant is a local officer is anticipated if a package

of bills increasing fines for motor vehicle violations now pending before
the Legislature is enacted into law.
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