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CHAPTER ..I...3.. LAWS OF N. J. 19..Q...~ 
APPROVED 3 - 515- ~. 2..­

... '. .... _. ' ..... M 

SENATE, No. 894 

STATE OF NEW J'E'RS'EY
 
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 1, 1982
 

By Senator PERSKIE
 

Referred to Committee on County and Municipal Government
 

AN ACT to amend the " Uniform Nonpartisan Elections Law," 

approved December 31, 1981 (P. L. 1981, c. 379) 

1 Bl!: 1'1' eNACTED -by the Senate and General Asse.mbZy of the State 

.-2: of New Jersey:: 

1: 1. Se~tion:t5 of P. L. 1981, c. 379 (C. 40 :45~19) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 . Hi; In an:y regular municipal election held under section 14 of this 

,4 tact,if a suffioient number of candidates do not receive a majority 

i50f the votes cast to elect the required number of councilmen~at.large 

;6 , (-or !comiJ1lll:ssioners, or village trustees) or no candidate for mayor 

;7'01' ,no candidate for ward councilman receives a majority of the 

"iB; .~teg :castfot ;his respective office, a run-off election in the munici­

9 pality or ward, as the case may be, shall be held on the fourth 

10 Tuesday next following that municipal election; unless in any year 

11 that Tuesday shall be the date upon 1vhich a pri1nary election shall 

12 be held, in which case the run-off election shall be held on the fifth 

13 Tuesday next following the 'municipal election. 

14 At the run-off election, the candidates for councilman-at-Iarge 

15 (or commissioner, or village trustee) shall be those candidates not 

16 elected at the regular municipal election 'who received the greatest 

17 numbeJ.: of votes at that election, but the candidates shall be equal 

18 in number to twice the number of councilmen-at-Iarge (or commis­

19 sioners, or village trustees) remaining to be elected. The candidates 

20 for mayor or ward councilmen at the run-off election shall be the 

21 two candidates for the office who received the greatest number of 

22 votes at the regular municipal election. Military service ballots 

23 shall be printed and distributed for the fun-off election in the 

24 same manner, so far as possible, as for other municipal elections. 

25 The candidate or Ca:ildidates who receive the greatest number of 

26 votes at the run-off election shall be elected to the office or offices 

27 to be filled. If two or more candidates shall he equal and greatest 
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28 in votes for any of the purposes of this section, they shall draw lots 

29 to determine which one shall enter the run-off election, or be elected, 

30 as the case may be. 

31 If any candidate to be voted for at the run-off election dies 7 

32 or more days prior to the run-off election, the candidate for the 

33 office not theretofore included in the run-off election but next 

34 highest in number of votes for that purpose, shall be substituted 

35 at the run-off election in the place of the deceased candidate and 

36 his name shall be substituted on the ballots for that of the deceased 

37 candidate. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would correct an error in P. L. 1981, c. 379, the "Uni­

form Nonpartisan Election Law," concerning the time upon which 

run-off elections are to be held under that act. The date provided 

by the current statute (the fourth Tuesday after the municipal 

election) would coincide with the date of the primary election in 

years when a November general election is to be held. It would be 

inappropriate for a nonpartisan run-off election to be held at the 

same time as a partisan primary election. This bill provides that 

whenever the fourth Tuesday after the municipal election is the 

primary election date, the run-off election shall be held on the 

fifth Tuesday. 
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SENATE COUNTY AND :MUNICIPAL
 
GOVERNlVIENT COlVIlVIITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 894 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: FEBRUARY 8, 1982 

Senate Bill No. 894 corrects an error in P. L. 198], r. :~79. the "Uni­

form Nonpartisan Election La-w," concerning thE' time upon which run­

off elections are to be held under that act. The date provided by the 

current statute (the fourth Tuesday after the municipal elec1'ion) 

'Would coincide "\vith the date of the primary election in years when a 

NoY"ember general election is to be held. It would he inappropriate 

and administratively unfeasihle for a nonpartisan run-off eledion to 

be held at the same time as a partisan primary election. This bill pro­

,'ides that whenever the fourth Tuesday after the municipal election 

is the primary election date, the run-off election shall he held on the 

fifth Tuesday. 

Run~offelections are optional to municipalities governed by the 

"Uniform Nonpartisan Elections Law." This hill does not affect that. 



OFFICE OF 'lHE GOV1ml\DR 

co~r~l\cr: CA'RL GOlDEN 

H.l\RCH 26, 1982 

TREN'ION--Governor Thomas H. Rean today signed int:o la1••, legIslation to 

provide that whenever a runoff election in a nonpartisan election falls on the 

sarre day as the regular prirra:l:y election day, .tile runoff \'li.lJ. be held on the 

following l'fuesday" 

'the bill, S-894, was sponsored by Senator Steven Persld.c (D-AtLllltiC).·· 
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