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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

I I 

INTRODUCED MAY 17, 1982 

.
By Assemblymen PATERNITI, 

. 
PELLY, OTLOWSKI, DEVERIN,
 

ZANGARI and LESNIAK
 

AN ACT concerning fireworks and amending ~; S. 21 :2-,-:35 and R. S. 

'21:3-8.. 

• • . . 'i . . 

'1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2' of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 21 :2-35 is amended toread as follows: 

2 . 21:2-35.' Any person who. fails to c6mply ,vithor violates any of 

3 the p~~visions ~f this chapter shall be [liabie to~' p'enaltY' of not 

4: . les~ than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) llor more tha.n fen thousand 

5 dollars ($10,000.00)' or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year, or both, 

'6 ill the discretion of the court. The money penalties herein provided 
, _ i . ( . . 

7 for shall be sued for and r'ecovered in a civil action by and ill the 

8 name of the Commissioner of Lahor] guitty of' a crime of the 

9 fourth degree. 

1 2. R. S.21 :3-8 is amended to read as follows: 
" , 

2 21 :3-8. Any person [violating any of the. provisions of this 

3 chapter shall be subject to a penalty: For selling, offering or expos­

4 iJig for sale, orhaving in possession] who sells, offeis or exposes 

5 . for' sale~ or posse;ses with intent to' ~ell any :fir~\Vorks as h~rein 
6 mentioned[, the sum of $100:00 fo.; ~ach: offense~r' b; irripris~nment 
7 in the county jail for a period of 90 days, or by both such fine and 

8 imprisonment in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction, and 

9 for using, discharging or causing to be discharged, ignited, fired, 

10 or otherwise set in action, or having in possession] is guilty of a 

11 disorderly persons offense. Any person who uses, discharges, 

12 causes to be discharged, ignites, fires" or otherwise sets in action, 

13 or possesses any fireworks[, a sum not exceeding $100.00 for each 

14 offense] is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above biD
 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
 
Matter printed in italic. thru i. new matter.
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STATEMEN'.F 
The purpose of this bill is to clarify and increase the penalties 

for the- unlawful transpollt" sal~ and U8,9 Q:f tit:ewol'k~ aad to e-xp,re.s& 
the penalties in language that conforms to the tel"minology< estab­

lished in the Criminal Code (Title 2C). 

According to current law (R. S. 21 :2-35), a person who unlaw­

fully transports fireworks into or within New Jersey can be fined 

from,$25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. Money 

penalties assessed for the offense must be recovered in a civil action 

by the Department of Labor. This penalty also applies to other 

violations of the laws dealing with fireworks. This bill would amend 

R. S. 21 :2-35 so that a person who violated any provision or sub­

title 2 of Title 21, including thee>ffense of unlawfully transporting 

fireworks, w:ould be guilty of a crilile of the fourth degree, wllich i~ 

punishable by a fine of up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment. for up 

to 18 months. Fines impQsed for the offense would be recoverable 

.in the same way as fiues impQsed as penalties for Qthe.r Gfim.es. 

Under current law (R. S. 21 :3-8), anyone who sells fireworks 

or possesses them with the intention of selling them, is fine¢!. 

$100.00 for each offense and/or imprisoned in the county jail for 

90 days, and anyone who .discharges or posses,ses fireworks is 

penalized by a fine of up to $100.00 for each offe.nse. 

This bill would amend R. S. 21 :3-8 so that anyone, who sold firE}­

works, offered them for sale, or possessed them with the intention 

of selling them would be guilty of a disorderly persona offense, 

. which is punishabl~ by a fine of up to$lfOOO.OO and/or inlpriSQnmellt 

for up to 6 months. 

Anyone. who discharged or. possessed. fireworks. would be a petty 

'. disorderly person,punishable by a nl1e of up to $500.00 and im­
.. prisQIiment for up to 30 days. 
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·STAXEMltNT 

The purpose of this bill is to clarify and increase the penalties 

for the unlawiul transport, sale,. and use of fh:ewo:r;~,.a.,pd tp ~;x;pr.~sJS 

the penalties in language that conforms to the terminology estab­

lished in the Criminal Code (Title 2C). 

According to current law (R. S. 21 :2-35), a person who unlaw­

fully transports fireworks into or within New Jersey can be fined 

from $25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. Money 

penalties assessed for the offense must be recovered in a civil action 

by the Department of Labor. This penalty also applies to other 

violations of the laws dealing with fireworks. This bill would amend 

R. S. 21 :2-35 so that a person who violated any provision of sub­

title 2 of Title 21, including the offense of unlawfully transporting 

fireworks, would be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree, which is 

punishable by a fine of up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment for up 

to 18 months. Fines imposed for the offense would be recoverable 

in the same way as fines imposed as penalties for other criP;les. 

Under current law (R. S. 21 :3-8), anyone who sells fireworks 

or possesses them with the intention of selling them, is fined 

$100.00 for each offense and/or imprisoned in the county jail for 

90 days, and anyone who discharges or possesses fireworks is 

penalized by a fine of up to $100.00 for each offense. 

This bill would amend R. S. 21 :3-8 so that anyone who sold fire­

works, offered them for sale, or possessed them with the intention 

of selling them would be guilty of a disorderly persons offense, 

which is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 and/or imprisonment 

for up to 6 months. 

Anyone who discharge.d or possessed fireworks would be a petty 

disorderly person, punishable by a fine of up to $500.00 and iI,n­

prisonment for up to 30 days. 
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ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1378 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: .JUNE 13, 1983 

This bill would clarify and increase the penalties for the unlawful 

translJort, sale, and use of fireworks. The hill also conforms the lan­

guage describing these penalties to the terminology utilized in the 

Criminal Code (Title 20). 

Presently, R. S. 21 :2-35 provides that a person who unlawfully 

transports fireworks into or within New .Jersey can be fined from 

$25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. The Department 

of Labor must recover the fines assessed for the offense in a civil action. 

This penalty also applies to other violations of the laws dealing with 

fireworks. This bill would amend R. S. 21 :2-:35 .c;o that a person who 

violated any provision of subtitle 2 of Title 21, including the offense of 

unlawfully transporting fireworks would be guilty of a crime of the 

fourth degree. A crime of the fourth degree is punishable by a fine of 

up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment for up to 18 mouths. Fines imposed 

for the offense would be recoverable in the same way as fines imposed 

as penalties for other crimes. 

Presently, R. S. 21 :3-8 provides that anyone who sells fireworks or 

possesses them with the intention of selling them shall be fined $100.00 

for each offense and/or imprisoned in the connty jail for 90 days. 

Anyone who discharges or possesses fireworks is penalized by a fine 

of up to $100.00 for each offense. 

This bill would amend R. S. 31 :3-8 so that anyone who sold fireworks, 

offered them for sale, or possessed them with the intention of selling 

them would be guilty of a disorderly persons offense. A disorderly 

persons offense is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 and/or 

imprisonment for up to six months. 

Under the terms of the bill anyone who discharged or possessed 

fireworks would be a petty disorderly person. The penalty for this is a 

fine of up to $500.00 and imprisonment for up to 30 days. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STAT:BJMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1378 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DJjJCEMBER 8, 1983 

'1'he purpo::;e of As~elllbly Bill No. 1378 is to clarify ulld increase 

the peIlalties for the unlawful transport, sale and u::;e of firework::;, 

and to conform these penaltieH to the terminology employed in 'l'itle 

2C, the New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice. 

Presently, the penalty generally applicable to violation::; of Xew 

Jersey's statutes governing the transportation and storage of fireworks 

iH a fine of between $25.00 and $10,000.00 and imprisonment for up 

to one year. Money penalties must be recovered in a civil action 

brought by the Department of Labor. Assembly Bill No. 1378 would 

change this general penalty to a crime of the fourth degree. Crimes of 

the fourth degree are punishable by up to 18 months imprisonment 

and/or a fine of up to $7,500.00. The penalties, including thl~ fille, would 

be assessed as part of the normal sentencing procednref' govel'lling 

criminal cases. 

Under current la\v, the selling- of fireworks or the posseSSiOn of 

fireworks with intellt to sell is punishable by a fine of $100.00 for each 

offense and/or imprisonment for up to 90 days. A per::;on who di::;­

charges or POSSN;S('S fireworks lllay be fined up to $100.00 for each 

offense. 

This bill would provide that the sale or possession with intent to 

sell fireworks would be classified as a disorderly persons offense. 

Disorderly persons offenses are punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 

and/or imprisonment for up to six months. The discharging or pos­

session of fireworks vlOuld be classified as a petty disordtrly persons 

offense. Petty disorderly persons offenses are punishable by a fine 

of up to $500.00 and/or imprisonment for up to 30 days. 
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A-30l8, ET AL. 
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Page Four 

I
 
I
 

A-3251, sponsored by Ass~mblyman Robert Janiszew3ki, D-Hudson, to 

exempt from gross income for income tax purposes employer contributions into 

and on behalf of employees in an employer sponsored tax deferred retirement 

plan. 

A-1378 , sponsored by Assemblyman Thomas Paterniti, D-Middlesex, to 

increase the penalties for the unlawful transport, manufacture, sale, 

possession, use or pUblic display of fireworks. 

~-1519, sponsored by Assemblyman Anthony Marsella, D-Camden. 

to reconstitute the membership of tllE? Bony,d of 'J"'l.'\H,;'iecr. of the New JcrsG;v 

Historic Trust. 

A-1884, sponsored by Assemblyman Walter Kavanaugh. R-Somerset. to 

provide that a hearing impaired person shall have a qualified interpreter for 

the deaf to assist them in all court proceedings or proceedings before a 

governmental administrative agency. 
t 

A-228l. sponsored by Senator Raymond Lesniak, D-Union. to remove the 

$100,000 restitution limit imposed upon violators of the Solid Waste Management 

Act and require restitution for the actual amount of loss suffered as a result 

of the violation. 

# # # 
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