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AN Act concerning fireworks and amending R. S. 21:2-35 and R. S.

~21:3-8..

BE IT ENACTED bJ the Semzte and Geneml Assembly of the State
of New Jersey ' o

1. R S. 21:2-35 1 is amended to read as follows

or 2 35 Any person Who falls to comply w1th or v1olates any of
the prov1s1ons of this chapter shall be [llable to a penalty of not

‘less than twenty- ﬁve dollars ($2.) 00) nor more than ten thousand

dollars ($10,000.00) or 1mpr1sonment not exceeding 1 year or both,

in the d1scret1on of the court. The money penalties herein prov1ded

for shall be sued for and recovered in a civil actlon by and in the

‘name of the Commlssmner of Labor] gmlty of a crime of the

fourth degree
2. R. S 21 :3-8 is amended fo read as follows
21:3-8. Any person [violating any of the prov1s1ons of this

‘ chapter shall be subgect toa penalty For selhng, offer1ng or expos-

ing for sale or havmg in possess1on] who sells oﬁ’ers or exposes

for sale, or possesses w1th intent to sell any ﬁreworks as herem
mentioned[, the sum of $100.00 for each offense or by 1mpr1sonment
in the county jail for a period of 90 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction, and
for using, discharging or causing to be discharged, ignited, fired,
or otherwise set in action, or having in possession] is guilty of a
disorderly persons offense. Any person who uses, discharges,
causes to be discharged, ignites, fires, or otherwise sets in action,
or possesses any fireworks[, a sum not exceeding $100.00 for each
offense] is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense.
3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the ahove bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.



2
STATEMENT

The purpoée of this bill is to clarify and increase the penalties
for the unlawful transport, sale, and use of fireworks, and to express
the penalties in language that eonforms to the terminology estab-
lished in the Criminal Code (Title 2C).

According to eurrent law (R. S. 21:2-35), a person who unlaw-
fully transports fireworks into or within New Jersey can be fined
from $25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. Money
penalties assessed for the offense must be recovered in a civil action
by the Department of Labor. This penalty also applies to other
violations of the laws dealing with fireworks. This bill would amend
R. 8. 21:2-35 so that a person who violated any provision of sub-
title 2 of Title 21, including the offense of unlawfully transporting
fireworks, would be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree, which is
punishable by a fine of up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment for up
to 18 months. Fines imposed for the offense woyld be,recove\fable
‘in the same way as fines impesed as penalties for cher crimes.

Under current law (R. S‘. 21:3-8), anyone who sells fireworks
or possesses them with the intention of selling them, is fined

- $100.00 for each offense and/or imprisoned in the county jail for
90 days, and anyone who discharges or possesses fireworks is
penalized by a fine of up to $100.00 for each offense.

This bill would amend R. 8. 21:3-8 so that anyone who sold ﬁre,-
works, offered them for sale, or possessed them with the 1ntent10p
of selling them would be guilty of a disorderly persons offense,

- which is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 and/or imprisonment
- for up to 6 months,
- Anyone who discharged or possessed fireworks Would be a Betty
’ ~ disorderly person, punishable by a fine of up to ‘$500,QD and im-
 prisanment for up to 30 days.
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STATEMENT

The purpose of this bill is to clarify and inerease the penalties
for the unlawful transport, sale, and use of firewoxks, and to express
the penalties in language that conforms to the terminology estab-
lished in the Criminal Code (Title 2C).

According to current law (R. S. 21:2-35), a person who unlaw-
fully transports fireworks into or within New Jersey can be fined
from $25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. Money
penalties assessed for the offense must be recovered in a civil action
by the Department of Labor. This penalty also applies to other
violations of the laws dealing with fireworks. This bill would amend
R. 8. 21:2-35 so that a person who violated any provision of sub-
title 2 of Title 21, including the offense of unlawfully transporting
fireworks, would be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree, which is
punishable by a fine of up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment for up
to 18 months. Fines imposed for the offense would be recoverable
in the same way as fines imposed as penalties for other crimes.

Under current law (R. S. 21:3-8), anyone who sells fireworks
or possesses them with the intention of selling them, is fined
$100.00 for each offense and/or imprisoned in the county jail for
90 days, and anyone who discharges or possesses fireworks is
penalized by a fine of up to $100.00 for each offense.

This bill would amend R. S. 21:3-8 so that anyone who sold fire-
works, offered them for sale, or possessed them with the intention
of selling them would be guilty of a disorderly persons offense,
which is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 and/or imprisonment
for up to 6 months.

Anyone who discharged or possessed fireworks would be a petty
disorderly person, punishable by a fine of up to $500.00 and im-
prisonment for up to 30 days.



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
DEFENSE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1378

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 13, 1983

This bill would clarify and increase the penalties for the unlawful
transport, sale, and use of fireworks. The bill also conforms the lan-
guage describing these penalties to the terminologv utilized in the
Criminal Code (Title 2C).

Presently, R. S. 21:2-35 provides that a peison who unlawfully
transports fireworks into or within New Jersey can be fined from
$25.00 to $10,000.00 and imprisoned for up to one year. The Department
of Labor must recover the fines assessed for the otfcense in a civil action.
This penalty also applies to other violations of the laws dealing with
fireworks. This bill would amend R. S. 21:2-35 <o that a person who
violated any provision of subtitle 2 of Title 21, including the offense of
unlawfully transporting fireworks would be guilty of a crime of the
fourth degree. A crime of the fourth degree is punishable by a fine of
up to $7,500.00 and/or imprisonment for up to 18 months. Fines imposed
for the offense would be recoverable in the same way as fines iimposed
as penalties for other crimes.

Presently, R. S. 21:3-8 provides that anyoue who sells fireworks or
possesses them with the intention of selling thiem shall be fined $100.00
for each offense and/or imprisoned in the county jail for 90 days.
Anyone who discharges or possesses fireworks is penalized by a fine
of up to $100.00 for each offense.

This bill would amend R. S. 31:3-8 so that anyone who sold fireworks,
otfered them for sale, or possessed them with the intention of selling
them would be guilty of a disorderly persons otfecnse. A disorderly
persons offense is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00 and/or
imprisonment for up to six months.

Under the terms of the bill anyone who discharged or possessed
fireworks would be a petty disorderly person. The penalty for this is a
fine of up to $500.00 and imprisonment for up to 30 days.



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1378

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 8, 1983

The purpose of Assembly Bill No. 1378 1s to clarify aud increase
the penalties for the unlawful transport, sale and use of fireworks,
and to conform these penalties to the terminology emploved in Title
2C, the New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice.

Pregently, the penalty generally applicable to violations of New
Jersey’s statutes governing the transportation and storage of fireworks
is a fine of between $25.00 and $10,000.00 and imprisonment for up
to one year. Money penalties must be recovered in a civil aection
brought by the Department of Labor. Assembly Bill No. 1378 would
change this general penalty to a crime of the fourth degree. Crimes of
the fourth degree are punishable by up to 18 months imprisonment
and/or a fine of up to $7,500.00. The penalties, including the fine, would
be assessed as part of the normal sentencing procedures governing
criminal cases.

Under current law, the selling of fireworks or the possessiou of
fireworks with intent to sell is punishable by a fine of $100.00 for each
oftense and/or umprisomment for up to Y0 days. A person who dis-
charges or possesses fireworks may be fined up to $100.00 for each
offense.

This bill would provide that the sale or possession with mtent to
sell fireworks would be classified as a disorderly persons offense.
Disorderly persons offenses are punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00
and/or nmprisonment for up to six months. The discharging or pos-
session of fireworks would be classified as a petty disorderly persons
offense. Petty disorderly persons offenses are punishable by a fine

of up to $500.00 and/or mmprisonment for up to 3¢ days.



A-3018, ET AL.
Tuesday, January 17, 1984
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A-3251, sponsored by Assemblyman Robert Janiszewski, D-Hudson, to
exempt from gross income for income tax purposes employer contributions into

and on behalf of employees in an employer sponsored tax deferred retirement
plan.

A-1378, sponsored by Assemblyman Thomas Paterniti, D-Middlesex, to
increase the penalties for the unlawful transport, manufacture, sale,
possessiqn, use or public display of fireworks.

A-1519, spohsored by Assemblyman Anthony Marsella, D-Camden,
to reconstitute the membership of the Loard of Trusiecn of the New Jorsey
Historic Trust. '

A-1884, sponsored by Assemblyman Walter Kavanaugh, R-Somerset, to
provide that a hearing impaired person shall have a qualified interpreter for
the deaf to assist them in all court proceedings or proceedings before a
governmental administrative agency.

A-228], sponsored by Senator Rayx.nond Lesnisak, D-Union, to remove the
$100,000 restitution limit imposed upon \n‘oiators of the Solid Waste Management
Act and require restitution for the actusl amount of loss suffered as a result

of the violation.
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