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[SECOND OF:B'ICIAL COpy REPRINT} 

SENATE, No. 892 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED FEJBRUAHY 1, 1982 

By Senators BASSANO, GRAVliJS, BUBBA, STOCKMAN, 

RODGERS, GAGLIANO. FJ,VTNG, URDJGORIO, LIPMAN, 

ORECHIO and CODEY 

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

U[AN ACT requiring that wal'llillg labe!:; be atlix(~cl to portable kero­

sene-burning heating devices "[suitable for use]* *capable of 

being 'used* ill reside/ltial dwellings whell sold or offered for 

sale.]U **.'11/ Jtf cOl/I'eillill9 ]JOrtablc, oil-uuJ'niIlY heat-iny de­

vices.** 

1 BE IT ENACT~;D by the SC1late I{!lt! (jeneral Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey.' 

""''[1. No portahle, keroscne-llllruiug heating de\'ice *[suitahle for 

2 use]* *ca]Jable of bein,q used" in residential dwellings shall be sold 

3 or offered for sale in tlJis State unless a warning label containing 

4 information about the hazarus of, safety requirements of, and 

;) prohibitions against the use of such devices is affixed to the device. 

6 Pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act," P. L. 1968, 

7 c. 410 (C. 52:14B-l et seq.) and P. L. 1978, c. 67 (C. 52:14F-l 

8 et seq.), the Commissioner of the Department of Community 

9 Affairs shall issue *[regulations stating which models of portable, 

10 kerosene-burning heating devices will be required to bear warning 

11 labels because of their suitability for use in residential dwellings 

12 and]" regulations prescribing the information that shall be con­

13 tained on the warning label. Information on the label shall include 

14 but shall not be limited to the following: 

15 a. 'Warning of the hazard from fire and carbon monoxide pro­

16 duced by the device; 

17 h. 'Warning that in order to be used safely the device must be 

18 provided with an adequate source of ventilation when in operation; 

EXPLANATION-MaUer enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above biD 
is not enacted aad is intended to be omitted ia the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopt.ed as folle'Ws: 

*-Senate amendments adopted May 24, 1982. 
* *-Senate amendments adopted December 6, 1982. 
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19 c. Warriing against the use of any fuel in the devIce other than
 

20 white kerosene j
 

21 d. 'Warning that portable, kerosene-burning heating devices are
 

22 prohibited for use in all multiple dwellings in the State by regula­


23 tions issued pursuant to the "Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Law,"
 

24 P. L. 1967, c. 76 (C. 55 :13A-l et seq,);
 

25 e. \Varning that certain municipalities in the State have adopted
 

26 housing codes prohibiting the use of portable, kerosene-burning
 

27 heating devices in all residential dwellings within the municipal­


28 ity]**
 

1 ~,,, 1. As used I~n this act:
 

.J a. "Portable, oil-burl/iug heating decice" means any self-con­

3 tained, self-supporting, oil-fueled heater not coltneeted to a flue,
 

4 equipped with an ilttegml rese1To'ir, a-lid desiglted to be carried
 

5 from one locat'ion to another.
 

(j b. "Oil" means any liquid fuel with a flash point of greater thalt
 

7 100 degrees Fahrenheit, -i-ncluding but Itot limited tu ke'rosene.
 

1 2. A portable, oil-bu1'niltg heating device shall not be sold, ofj'e-red 

2 f01' sale, 01' used -in this State unless altationally 1'ecugnized testing 

3 o-r inspectiolt agency, such as but not limited to Underwriters' 

4 Laboratory, Inc.: 

5 a. IIas wvaluated the purtable, oil-bu-i'lliny heat ii/.£} device with 

(j 'respect to reasonably forseeable hazar'ds to life and pruperty that 

7 it 'might cause; 

8 b. Has found the po-rtable, oil-burning heatiug device to be rea­

9 sonably safe f01' its specific purpose; 

10 c. Has shown the particular' model of the portable, oil-burnili!J 

11 heating device on a l-ist of devices that have been evaluated acc01'd­

12 ing to the requirements of subsection a. of this sect'ion and found 

13 to be safe accord'ing to the require'ments of subsection b. of this 

14 section; 

15 d. Has accompanied the por'table, oil-burning heating device 

16 with a certificate 01' with the mark, name, or symbol of the agency 

17 as an indication that it has been evaluated according to the 'i'equire­

18 me'nts of subsection a. of this section, found safe accor'ding to the 

19 r'equirements of subsection b. of this section, and listed acco·rdiny 

20 to the requirements of subsection c. of th-is section. The certificate 

21 or the mar'k, name, or' symbol of the agency must accompany the 

22 po';-table, oil-burning heating device at all times when it is sold, 

23 0 ffered for sale, or used in this State. 

1 3. A portable, oil-burning heating device shall not be sold, ofj'ered 

2 for sale, or used in this State unless a label is affixed to the de'v-ice 

3 cautioning and informing the user concer'ning: 
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•4	 a. The amount and source ofventilation that· 2S adequatewhplI 

5 the device is in operation; 

6 b. The type of fuel that should l}e used in the device; 

7 c, The step:; that :;hould be followed in order to refuel the deric!: 

8 safely; 

~) d. The proper placement and handlirlg of the deriee whell it IS 

10 in operation to pre/;ent fire, bur'n:;, and other safPty hazards; 

11 e. The p)'oper" p)'ocedures for lighting the device and regulatillg 

12 and extinguishing the flame. 

1 4. No portable, oil-burning heating de1.,'ice :;hall be sold or offered 

2 fo)' sale in this State unles:;it is accOinpanied by in:;trudion:; WII­

3 cerning its proper and safe maintenance and operation. 

1 5. No portable, oil-buming heating de1Jice :;hall be sold, offered 

2 fo)' sale, or used in this State unless it is constructed with a lou: 

3 center of gravity and a minimum tipp'ing angle ot 33 de.r;rees fUJIi! 

4 the vertical with an empty reservoir. 

1 6. No portable, oil-bu,min!} heating device shall be ::;old, offered 

2 for sale, or used in this State wnle:;s equ.ipped with all a1~tolilat ie' 

:~ safety shut-off device or innerellt design feature that elirllillafe.'-' 

4 fire hazards in the everJt of tipover. 

1 7. No portable, oil-lJ1trning heating device which, wne:11 operated 

2 according to the instr'uctions that must accompany the heater (j,," 

:1 required by section 4 ot this act, produces car'bOIl rnorlO:l'ide. at a 

4 rate that creates a hazard shall be sold, ofler'ed tor sale, or used 

5 il~ this State. 

8. No portable, oil-bunting heating de1Jice shall be sold OJ' offered 

2 for sale in this State 111l1ess a cOlispicU01IS sign is posted at the point 

a of sale and the point of display notl}ying a pwrchaser or potential 

4 purchaser that portable, oil-bu·ming heating de1Jices are prohibited 

[) tor use in mrlltiple dwellings in the State by regulations adopted 

(j prlrsuant to the "llotel and Multiple Dwelling Law," P. L. 1.967, 

7 c. 76 (C. 55:13A-1 et seq.) and that certain municipalities i'lI the 

8 State have adopted housing codes prohibiting the use of portable, 

~) oil-burning heating de1'ices in residences within the m1tnicipalif!J. 

1 9. Pursuant to the "Administrat'ive Procedure Act," P. L. 1968, 

2 c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), the Cornrnissiolle'f' of the Depa'rt11lellt 

3 of Community Affairs shall adopt regltlations fM the implernenta­

4 tion and enforcement of this act. U 

1 *"'[2.]** **10.** Any person who sells ~:'*[or]** **/'* offers for 

2 sale "'*01' uses"'* any portable kerosene-burlliug heating device ill 

3 violation of the provisions of this act is guilty of a petty disonlerly 
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4 persons offense. Each~8ale of a* heater *[sold]* in yiolation of 

5 this act constitutes a separate offense. 

1 ""'[3 ]*~' **11.** 'l'his act shall take effect 180 days followillg 

:2 l.'nactmeut. 
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25 e. Warning that certain municipalities in the State have adopted 

26 housing codes prohibiting the use of portable, kerosene-burning 

27 heating devices in all residential dwellings within the municipality. 

1 2. Any person who sells or offers for sale any portable kerosene­

2 burning heating device in violation of the provisions of this act 

3 is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense. Each heater sold 

4 in violation of this act constitutes a separate offense. 

1 3. This act shall take effect 180 days following enactment. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to require that, when sold or offered 

for sale, portable kerosene heaters suitable for use in residential 

houses or apartments bear a warning label. 

Because of the ever increasing cost of home heating oil and 

natural gas, many New Jersey residents in search of low-cost, 

supplementary means of heating their homes consider purchasing 

a portable kerosene heater. But despite the presence of an Under­

writer's Laboratory (UL) label on many kerosene heaters, these 

devices are extremely unsafe. Operating the heaters and storing 

fuel for them exposes the user to danger from fire. Equally haz­

ardous, the heaters produce carbon monoxide-odorless, invisible, 

and potentially lethal without proper ventilation. 

Kerosene heaters are not only dangerous: they are also unlawful 

in certain residential dwellings. Regulations promulgated pursuant 

to New Jersey's "Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Law" prohibit the 

use of unvented portable kerosene heaters in all multiple dwellings 

in the State (i.e. buildings containing at least three separate dwell­

ing units). Moreover, many municipalities have enacted local 

housing codes prohibiting the use of kerosene heaters in any resi­

dence in the municipality, including one- and two-family houses. 

Misled as to the safety of kerosene heaters by the presence of 

the UL seal and uninformed about State and local laws and 

regulations prohibiting their use, many residents of New Jersey 

are endangering themselves, their families, and other residents of 

their apartment buildings as well as breaking the law. 

This bill would require that persons considering the purchase 

of a portable kerosene heater be provided with the information 

they so badly need. All portable kerosene heaters suitable for 

residential use that are sold or offered for sale would be required 

to bear a label warning the purchaser of the hazards, safety require­

ments, and legal prohibitions against the use of these devices. The 

Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs would be 

S 8 92.(19g~
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authorized to issue regulations prescribing the information to be 

included on the label and regulations stating which models of 

portable kerosene heaters would be required to bear the labels 

because of their suitability for residential use. 

The bill further provides that any person who offers for sale 

or sells a portable kerosene heater without a warning label is guilty 

of a petty disorderly persons offense, punishable by imprisonment 

for up to 30 days and/or a fine of up to $500.00. Every heater sold 

without a required label shall constitute a separate violation. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 892 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: SEPTEMBER 23, 1982 

This bill would require that persons considering the purchase of a 

portable kerosene heater be provided with information on the dangers 

of the devices. All portable kerosene heaters suitable for residential 

use that are sold or offered for sale would be required to bear a label 

warning the purchaser of the hazards, safety requirements, and legal 

prohibitions against the use of these devices. The Commissioner of the 

Department of Community Affairs would be authorized to issue 

regulations prescribing the information to be included on the label and 

regulations stating which models of portable kerosene heaters would 

be required to bear the labels because of their suitability for resi ­

dential use. 

The bill further provides that any person who offers for sale or 

sells a portable kerosene heater without a waming label is guilty of a 

petty disorderly persons offense, punishable by imprisonment for up 

to 30 days and/or a fine of up to $500.00. Every heater sold without 

a required label would constitute a separate violation. 

Senate Bill No. 892 was previously released by the Senate Law, 

Public Safety and Defense Committee. 



SENATE LAW. PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 892 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 8, 1982 

This bill would require that persons considering the purchase of a 

portable kerosene heater be provided with information on the dangers 

of the devices. All portable kerosene heaters suitable for residential 

use that are sold or offered for sale would be required to bear a label 

warning the purchaser of the hazards, safety requirements, and legal 

prohibitions against the use of these devices. The Commissioner of the 

Department of Community Affairs would b8 authorized to issue regula­

tions prescribing the information to be included on the label and regula­

tions stating which models of portable kerosene heaters would be re­

quired to bear the labels because of their suitability for residential use. 

'l'he bill further provides that allY perSOll who offers for sale or sellR 

a portable kerosene heater without a warning label is guilty of a petty 

disorderly persons offense, punishable by imprisonment for up to 30 

days and/or a fine of up to $500.00. Every heater sold without a required 

label would constitute a separate violation. 
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_S_e_n_a_+-_~e Amen dm en ts 

by Senator Bassano 
to 

Bi II No. -.a.92__ 

OmIt ".lv,b~ fl }-I.J-L'· 

~~CL" '.J 

Omit "suitable for use" Insert "capable of 

being used" 

Omit "regulations stating which models of
 
./ en ic ~ (\ I Ul~ " t f..J.AV.:).-. I 0 ~t'l /1 )A' fIv/"l.
 

portable, ~~g heating devices­
~"h'I-.(;~ltt "(i....A_~ I;->n,.t "evr..A. /I en 1(/11"- /;;L 

will -be-LreqaiL ed Lo bear ~'i2 r n j ng labaJs 

becau&e-<)f---·t-heir-suitab±l±ty-for--use~in 

resi~ent~a~-dwel~-i~-an~ 

After "each" Insert "sale of a" 

Omit "sold" 

S TAT E MEN T 

The phrase "suitable for use" is changed to 

"capable of being used" because the word "suitable" 
,,-p. VI ~ :.J...le--,. 

implies that such use would be proper and aVloable 

rather than merely physically possible which is 

the intent. 

The provision concerning regulations listing 

suitable models is deleted because it may be that 

no model is truly "suitable" and because it would 

be impractical for the Commissioner of Community 

Affairs to test all models and to amend the regula­

tions every time a new model is marketed. 

"Each heater sold" is changed to "each sale of 

a heater" because it is the sale, and not the 

heater, which would constitute the specific 

violation. 
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'.',"'~,·i· ...~'·18 . No portable, oil-burning (hea tinS! d.evice· t 

shall be sold or offered for sale in this State 

unless a conspicuous sign is posted at the point 

of sale and the point of display notifying a pur­

chaser or potential purchaser that portable, oil ­

burnin~a"tin'? devices "are prohibited ;~~"~:e in 

multiple dwellings in .the state by regulations adopted 

pu'~'~';-ant 'to 'the "Ik>t'-el ~nci -Mui&.~e Dwell'ing' I:~-~ I 1\';·' --., 

'V~ 
P.L. 1967, c. 76 (C. 55:l3A-l et·seg.) and that 

certain municipalities in the state have adopted 

housing codes prohibiting the use of portable, 
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oil-bUrning~eatin~ devices in residences within 

the municipality. 
Or­

9. Pursuant to the "AdmInistrative Procedure 
DIC-

Act," P.L. 196'8, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-l et seq.), the
 

Commissioner of the Department of Cornrnu~ity Affairs
 

shall adopt regulations for the implementation and
 

enforcement of this act.
 

Omit "2." inse:::-t "10."
 

.lifter "','M> :3€3..*"s'({9kit II or" insert n., " ,
 
. ";"" 

After "for sale" insert "or uses" 

omit' "3." insert "11." 
.~ . 

STATEMENT 

These amendments would increase the bill's 

restr{ctions on the sale and use of portable' 

kerosene heaters for the purpose of ensuring that 

the heaters sold and used in the state are.safe 

.: 
___________________2.I!I;i.~ 
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Senate 892 OCR-- Bill 1'\0, 

and ensuring that the purchasers and users of the 

heaters are informed about the proper operation, 

maintenance, and potential safety hazards of the 

heaters. \ 

,
 
I 

Specifically, the amendments would require 

that any portable, kerosene heater sold or used 

in the State: I} be' tested, approved, "and listed 

by a nationally recogniz~d testing or inspection 

agency, such as Underwriters' Laboratories; 

2) bear a label informing the user about 

requirements for adequate ventilation when the 

heater is operated, the proper fuel to be used 

in the heater, proper refueling procedures, proper 

placement and handling of the heater to prevent 

fires and burns, and proper procedures for lishting, 

regulating and extinguishing the heater's fla!ne"; 

3) be accompanied by operating and maintenance 

instructions; 

4) be constructed to prevent tipover; 

5) be equipped with an automatic shut-off 

device; and 

6) be capable of being operated without pro­

ducing carbon monoxide at a hazardous rate. 

The amendments also would require that 

purchasers be informed that portable, kerosene 

heaters are prohibited for use in multiple 

dwellings by the "H,otel,and nultiple Dwelling Law," 

P.L. 1967, c. 76 (C. 55:l3A-l et sec;.) and that 

cert2in municipalities havp adopted housing codes 
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__S_e_n_a_t_e__ Amen amen ts 

to 

_S_e_n_a_t_e__ Bi 1] J\ o. 892 OCR 

prohibiting the use of the heaters in residences. 

The amendments would require the Department 

of Community Affairs to adopt regulations to im­

plement and enforce the act. 

Finally, the amendments would include the use 

of kerosene heaters in violation of the provisions 

of tbebil1 among the acts 'punishable as a disorderly. 

persons. Qffense. 
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