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INTRODUCED JANUARY 11, 1983

By Assemblymen MARKERT, COWAN, T. GALLO, GILL,
BRYANT, FELICE and KOSCO

AN Acr concerning the application and enforcement of the dimen-
sional and weight limitations of certain vehicles or combinations
thereof, and amending R. S. 39:3-20, R. S. 39:3-84, P. L. 1950,
c. 142 and repealing P. L. 1973, c. 273.

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:3-20 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-20. For the purpose of this act gross weight means the
weight of *[both]* the vehicle *[aud its* *or combination of ve-
hicles, mcluding® load *or contents*. a. The director is authorized
to issue registrations for commercial motor vehicles other than
omnibuses or motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor and
payment of a fee based on the gross weight of the vehicle including
the gross weight of all vehicles in any combination of vehicles of
which the commercial motor vehicle is the drawing vehicle. The
gross weight of a disabled commercial vehicle or combination of
disabled commercial vehicles being removed from a highway shall
not be included in the calculation of the registration fee for the
drawing vehicle.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a commercial motor vehicle other than an omnibus or
motor-drawn vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof shall
become void on the last day of the eleventh ealendar month follow-
ing the month in which the certificate was issued. The minimum
registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds

or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italies thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:

*__Assembly amendimnents adopted March 14, 1983.
**__Agsembly amendments adopted in accordance with Governor’s recom-
mendations April 25, 1983.
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Commercial motor vehicles other than omnibuses or motor-drawn
vehieles for which commercial motor vehicle registrations had been
issued prior to the effective date of this act and which expire March
31, 1982 shall be issued commercial registrations which, in the
director’s discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which
date shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for such
registrations shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subsection.

b. The director is also authorized to issue registration for com-
mercial motor vehicles having three or more axles and a gross
weight over 40,000 pounds but not exceeding 70,000 pounds, upon
application therefor and proof to the satisfaction of the director
that the applicant is actually engaged in construetion work or in
the business of supplying material, transporting material, or using
such registered vehicle for construction work.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for these commercial motor vehicles shall expire and the cer-
tificate thereof shall become void on the last day of the eleventh
calendar month following the month in which the certificate was
issued.

The registration fee shall be *[$10.00]* *$16.00* for each 1,000
pounds or portion thereof of gross weight including the gross weight
of all vehicles in anv combination of which such commerecial motor
vehicle is the drawing vehicle. “Constructor” registrations issued
prior to the effective date of this act which expire June 30, 1982 shall
be issued contractor vehicle registrations which, in the director’s
discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which date
shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for the
registration shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subsection.

Such commercial motor vehicle shall be operated in ecompliance
with the speed limitations of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes and
shall not be operated at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour
when one or more of its axles has a load which exceeds the limita-
tions presecribed in R. S. 39:3-84.

¢. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for each
of the following solid waste vehicles: two-axle vehicles having a
gross weight not exceeding 42,000 pounds; tandem three-axle and
four-axle vehicles having a gross weight not exceeding 60,000
pounds; four-axle tractor-trailer combination vehicles having a

gross weight not exceeding 60,000 pounds. Registration is based
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upon application to the director and proof to his satisfaction that
the applicant is actually engaged in the performance of solid waste
disposal or collection functions and holds a certificate of conve-
nience and necessity therefor issued by the Board of ™ublic
Utilities.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a solid waste vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof
shall become void on the last day of the eleventh calendar month
following the month in which the certificate was issued. :

The registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each 1,000
pounds or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

Solid waste vehicles for which commercial motor vehicles regis-
trations had been issued prior to the effective date of this act and
which shall expire June 30, 1982 shall be issued solid waste regis-
trations which, in the director’s diseretion, shall expire on a date
to be fixed by him, which date shall not be sooner than four months
or later than 16 months following the date of issuance of the regis-
tration. The fees for the registration shall be fixed by the director
in amounts proportionately less or greater than the fees established
by this subsection.

d. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for com-
mercial motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor. The
registration year for commercial motor-drawn vehicles shall be
April 1 to the following March 31 and the fee therefor shall be
$18.00 for each such vehicle.

At the discretion of the director, an applicant for registration
for a commercial motor-drawn vehicle may be provided the option
of registering such vehicle for a period of four years. In the event
that the applicant for registration exercises the four-year option,
a fee of $64.00 for each such vehicle shall be paid to the director in
advance.

If any commercial motor-drawn vehicle registered for a four-year
period is sold or withdrawn from use on the highways, the director
may, upon surrender of the vehicle registration and plate, refund
$16.00 for each full year of unused prepaid registration.

e. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle or combination of vehicles

registered under this act having a gross weight, including load or

100 contents, in excess of the gross weight provided on the registration

101 certificate to be operated on the highways of this State.

102

[In the event that a commercial motor vehicle registered under

103 this aect is found on a highway in combination with a commereial

104 motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other state, fed-

105 eral distriet or Canadian province which imposes registration
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weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the drawing
vehicle registered under this act shall have a gross weight regis-
tration equal to at least one-half of the gross weight of the com-
bination of vehicles. If it does not, the operation of said vehicles
on the highways of this State shall be unlawful.

The 5% allowance provided by section 5 of P. I.. 1950, e. 142
(C. 39:3-84.3) shall be applicable as heretofore to all registered
weight limitations provided in this section, except that in no event
shall the gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles
exceed the federal maximum as such may be amended from time
to time established for vehicles operated on the National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways. In the case of a commercial
motor vehicle registered under this act in combination with a
commercial motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other
state, federal district or Canadian provinee which imposes regis-
tration weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the
5% allowance shall be applied and added to the registered weight
of the drawing vehicle registered under this act. If the resulting
sum is equal at least to one-half of the combined gross weight of the
mixed combination, then the mixed combination shall be in com-
pliance with the registration requirements of this section.}

The owner, lessee, bailee or any one of the aforesaid of a vehicle
or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, found or
operated on any public road, street or highway or on any public or
quasi-public property wn this State with a gross weight of that
vehicle or combination of vehicles, icluding load or contents, in
excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of reg-
istration for the vehicle or combination of vehicles, pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall be *[ fined}* *assessed a penalty of*
$50.00 plus an amount equal to $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds or frac-
tional portion of 1,000 pounds of weight in excess of the weight
limitation permitted by the certificate of registration for that vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles. A vehicle or combination of vehicles
for which there is mo valid certificate of registration is deemed to
have been registered for zero pounds for the purposes of the en-
forcement of this act in addition to any other violation of this Title,
but is not deemed to be lawfully or validly registered pursuant to
the provisions of this Thitle.

Moneys realized from the increase of the fees for registrations
issued pursuant to the provisions of this act shall be paid into the
State Treasury and credited to the General State Fund and avail-

able for general State purposes.
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5
This section shall not be construed to supersede or repeal the
provisions of sections 39:3-84, 39:4-75, or 39:4-76 of this Title.
2. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:
39:3-84. a. The following constitute the mazimum dimensional
limits for width, height and *Loverall}* length for any vehicle or

combination of vehicles, mcluding load or contents *or any part or

v portion thereof*, found or operated on any public road, street or

highway or any public or quasi-public property in this State. Vio-

lations shall be enforced pursuant to subsection *[h.J* *u.* of

3 section *[4 of this 1983 amendatory cct)* *5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142

(C. 39:3-84.3)*.

*The dimenstonal limitations set forth in this subsection are ex-
clusive of safety and energy conservation devices necessary for
safe and efficient operation of a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
wmcluding load or contents, except that no device excluded herein
shall have by its design or use the capability to carry, transpoit or
otherwise be wutilized for cargo.

Any rules and regulations authorized to be promulgated pursuant
to this subsection shall be consistent with any rules and regulations
promulgated by the Secretary of Transportation of the United
States of America, and shall be in accordaince with the provisions
of .the “Administrative Procedure Act,” P. L. 1968, c. 410
(C. 52:14B-1 et seq.). In addition to the other requirements of
this subsection and not withstanding any other prouvision of this

Title, no vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or con-

P tents or any part or portion thereof, except as otherwise pro-

vided by this subsection shall be operated in this State, unless by
special permit authorized by subsection d. of this section with a
dimension the allowance of which would disqualify the State of New
Jersey or any department, agency or governmental subdivision
thereof for the purpose of vecewing federal highway funds.

As used herein and pursiant to R.S. 39:1-1, the term ““vehicle”
mcludes, but 1s not limited to, commercial motor vehicles, trucks,
truck tractors, tractors, voad tractors, or omnibuses. As used
herein and pursuant to R. S. 39:1-1, the term “combination of ve-
hicles” includes, but is not limited to, vehicles as heretofore desig-
nated, when those vehicles are the drawing or power unit of a
combination of vehicles and wmotor-drawn vehicles such as, but not
limited to, trailers, semi-trailers, or other velicles.*

*[ (1) No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer
shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside width of
which is more than 96 inches, inclusive of load, or the heizhit of

which exceeds 131 feet, inclusive of load, and no commercial motor
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vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any highway in this
State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds 35 feet either
for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, or 35 feet
either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, except
that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the above
limitations may be operated when a special permit so to operate is
secured in advance from the director. The application for such
permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of
the operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In
computing any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the director by rule or regulation.

(2) In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length
dimensions shall be such as the Board of Public Utilityv Commis-
sioners prescribe, but no outside width in excess of 96 inches shall
be presecribed with respect to one or more highways specified or
otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the Division
of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety
that the proposed width is not unsafe for use on the highways in
this State and (2) of the State Department of Transportation that
the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches, is not in conflict with
the requirements of any agenecy of the United States having
jurisdiction over the National System of Interstate and Defense
Highways authorized by law. No outside width so prescribed shall
be valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the
State of New Jersey or any department, agency or governmental
subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway
funds.

(3) Inthe case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinerv and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
prescribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of section 39:3-24
of this Title and any such vehicle shall not be operated on any
highway which is part of the National System of Interstate and
Defense Highways or on any highway which has been designated
a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

(4) In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the

maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105%% inches.
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(5) No commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any combination of vehicles,
shall be operated on any highway in this State, in excess of a total
overall length, inclusive of load, of 55 feet except a vehicle or a
combination of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units
or other articles incapable of dismemberment the total overall
length of which, inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet, but the
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such public utility in the construection, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

(6) Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of
vehicles designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles
may carry a load which exceeds the 55 feet overall length, provided,
however, the total load overhang shall be limited to five feet and
may not exceed three feet at either the frout or rear and that the
overhang shall be above the height of the average passenger car.]*

*(1) The maximum outside width of any vehicle or combination
of vehicles, including load or contents of any part or portion thereof,
except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall be no more
than 102 inches; except that the Commissioner of Transportation,
after consultation with the Director of the Diwvision of Motor Vehi-
cles and the Superintendent of State Police, may promulgate rules
and regulations for those public roads, streets or highways or public
quasi-public property in this State where it s determined that the
interest of public safety and welfare require the maximum outside
width be no more than 96 inches.

(2) The mazximum height of any vehicle or combination of ve-
hicles, including load or contents of any part or portion thereof,
except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall not exceed
13 feet six inches.

(3) The maximum overall length of any vehicle, as set forth in
this subsection, including load or contents or any part or portion
thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall not
exceed 35 feet, except that the overall length of a vehicle, including
load or contents or any part or portion thereof, otherwise subject
to the provisions of this paragraph shall not exceed 50 feet when
transporting poles, pilings, structural units or other articles which
cannot be dismembered, dismantled or duvided. When a vehicle,

subject to this paragraph, is the drawing or power unit of a com-

T4w bination of vehicles, as set forth in this subsection, the overall

74x

length of the combination of vehicles, including load or contents or
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T4y any part or portion thereof shall not exceed 62 feet. The provisions
T4z of this paragraph shall not apply to omnibuses or to vehicles which
T4zz are not designed, built or otherwise capable of carrying cargo or
75 loads.

754 (4) The maximum overall length of a motor-drawn vehicle, as
758 set forth in this subsection, ncluding load or conlents or any part
T5c or portion thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection,
75D shall no exceed 48 feet when operated as part of a combination of
758 wehicles consisting of one motor-drawn vehicle and a drawing or
T5F power wumit vehicle not desigined, built or otherwise capable of
756 carrying cargo or loads, except that the overall length of a motor-
758 drawmn vehicle, otherwise subject to the provisions of this paragraph
751 shall not exceed 63 feet when transporting poles, milings, structural
755 umits or other articles that cannot be dismembered, dismantled or
75k divided. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to any
751 vehicle or combination of vehicles designed, built and utilized solely
T5M to transport other motor vehicles.

58 (5) No combination of vekicles, including load or contents, con-
750 sisting of more than two motor-drawn vehicles, as set forth in this
75p subsection, and any other vehicle, shall be found or operated on
75Q any public road, street or highway or any public or quasi-public
T5r property in this State.

758  (6) The mazimum overall length of a motor-drawn vehicle, as
75T set forth in this section, including load or contemts or any part or
75U portion thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection,
75v when operated as part of a combination of vehicles consisting of
75w two motor-drawn vehicles and a drawing or power unit vehicle
75x which s not destgned, bwilt or otherwise capable of carrying cargo
75y or loads, shall not exceed 28 feet **Lsiwa inches]** for each motor-
75z drawn vehicle in the combination of vehicles. The provision of this
76 paragraph shall not apply to any vehicle or combination of vehicles
764 designed, built and utilized solely to transport other motor vehi-
768 cles. The Comissionei of T'ransportation after consultation with
T6c the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Superin-
76D tendent of State Police, shall promulgate rules and regulations
T6E specifying those portions or parts of the National System of In-
767 terstate and Defense Highways, I'ederal-aid Primary System High-
76a ways and public roads, streets, highways, toll roads, freeways or
765 parkways in this State where combinations of vehicles as described
61 wn this paragraph may lawfully operate.

765 (?) The maximum length and outside width of an ommibus found
76K or operated tn this State shall be established by rules and regula-
T6L lions promulgated by the Commissioner of Transportation after

T6M consultation with the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles
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16x and the Superintendent of State Police. Unless otherwise specified
760 in the aforesaid rules and regulations the maxinum outside width
76p shall be 102 wnches, any other dimension established for width
76Q the aforesard rules and regulations shall be based upon a determi-
7GR nation that operation of an omnibus with a width of less than 102
76s wnches, but no less thawn 96 inches is required in the interests of
761 public safety on those public roads, streets, highways, toll roads,
76U freeways, parkways or the National System of Interstate and De-
76v fense Highways in this State specified in the aforesaid rules and
76w regulations, or that operation of an omnibus with a width greater
76x than 102 inches is not unsafe on those public roads, streets, high-
76y ways, toll roads, freeways, parkways or the National System of
76z Interstate and Defense Highways in this State specified in the
7T aforesaid rules and regulations.

s  (8) The maxumum width and length of farm tractors and trac-
1T8 tion equipment and farm machinery and implements shall be es-
T7c tablished by rules and regulations promulgated by the Director of
77p the Diwvision of Motor Tehicles. The operation of the aforesaid
T7e wvehicles shall be subject to the provisions of R. 8. 39:3-24 and they
77r shall not be operated on any highway which is part of the National
776 System of Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway
T7H which has been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by
71 law.

77y (9) The maxvmum outside width of the cargo or load of a vehicle
77k or combination of vehicles, including farm trucks, loaded with hay
771 or straw shall not exceed 105 1/2 inches, but the maximum oulside
77v width of the wvehicle or combination of wvehicles wncluding farm
TIN trucks shall otherwise comply with the provisions of paragraph
770 (1) of this subsection. The Commissioner of Transportation after
77p consultation with the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles
77qQ and the Superintendent of State Police may promulgate rules and
TTr regulations establishing a maximumm outside width of 102 inches
T7s for the aforesaid cargo or load when operating on those highways
77t where a greater width is prohibited by operation of law.

77u  (10) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 6 of
T7v this subsection pertaining to length, the Director of the Division
77w of Motor Vehicles may adopt rules and regulations specifying
77x maximum length dimensions for amy vehicle or combination of
7Ty vehicles designed, built and utilized solely to transport other motor
77z vehicles.

78 (11) The provisions of this subsection pertaining to length shall
784 not apply to a vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile

78 equipment operated by a public utility, as defined in R. S. 48:2-13,
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when that vehicle or combination of wvehicles or special mobile
equipment is used by the public utility in the construction, recon-
struction, repair or maintenance of its property or facilities.®

b. No vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or con-
tents, found or operated on any public road, street or highway or
any public or quasi-public property in this State shall exceed the
weight limitations set forth in this Title. Violations shall be en-
forced pursuant to subsection *[i.J* *7.* of section *[4 of this 1983
amendatory act]* *5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.3)*.

Where enforcement of a weight limit provision of this Title

requires a measurement of length between axle centers, *[th]*

- *the* distance between azxle centers shall be measured to the nearest

whole foot or whole inch, whichever is applicable, and when the
measurement includes a fractional part of a foot equalling six
wnches or more or a fractional part of an inch equalling one-half
inch or more, the next larger whole foot or whole inch, whichever
is applicable, shall be utilized. The term “tandem axle” as used in
this act is defined as a combination of consecutive axles, consisting
of only two axles, where the distance between axle centers is 40
wnches or more but no more than 96 inches.

*In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall be operated
wn this State, unless by special permit authorized by this Title, with
a gross weight, single or multiple axle weight, or gross weight of
two or more consecutive axles, the allowance of which would dis-
qualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds.*

(1) The gross weight imposed on the highway or other surface

by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles,

wmeluding load or contents, shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the combined gross weight imposed
on the highway or other surface by all the wheels of any one axle of
a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall
be deemed to mean the total [load transmitted to the road by]
gross weight of all wheels whose axle centers are spaced [included
between two parallel transverse vertical planes] less than 40 inches
apart[, extending across the full width of the vehicle].

(2) The [combined] gross weight imposed on the highway or
other surface by all the wheels of all consecutive axles of a vehicle

or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, [whose
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104 centers are on or between two parallel transverse vertical planes
105 spaced] shall not exceed 34,000 pounds where the distance between
106 consecutive axle centers is 40 inches or more, but [less] no more
107 than 96 inches apart[[, extending across the full width of the vehicle,
108 shall not exceed 34,000 pounds]. ‘

109 (3) The combined gross weight imposed on the highway or other
110 surface by all the wheels of consecutive axles of a vehicle or com-
111 bination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall not exceed
112 22,400 pounds for each sigle azle where the distance between con-
113 secutive axle centers is more than 96 inches; except that on ané;
114 highway in this State which is part of, or designated as part of, the
115 National Interstate System, as provided at 23 U. S. C. § 103 (e), this
116 single axle limitation shall not apply and in those instances the
117 provisions of this Title as set forth at R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall
118 apply.

119  (4) The mazimum total gross weight imposed on the highway o‘r
120 other surface by a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load
121 or contents, shall not exceed 80,000 pounds.

122 (5) On any highway i this State which is part of, or designated
123 as part of, the National Interstate System as provided at 23 U. S. C.
124 § 103 (e), the total gross weight, in pounds, imposed on the highwqy
125 or other surface by any group of two or more consecutive axles of
126 a vehicle or combination of vehicles, mcluding load ov contents,
127 shall not exceed that listed in the following TABLE OI' MAXI-
128 MUM GROSS WEIGHTS, for the respective distance, in feet,
129 between the axle centers of the first and last azles of the group of
130 two or more consecutive axles under consideration; except that in
131 addition to the weights specified in that Table, two consecutive sets
132 of tandem axles may carry a gross weight of 34,000 pounds each if
133 the overall distance between the first and last azles of the consecu-
134 tive sets of tandem azles is thirty-siz feet or more. The gross weight
135 of each set of tandem azles shall not exceed 34,000 pounds and the
136 combined gross weight of the two consecutive sets of tandem axles
137 shall not exceed 68,000 pounds. 7
138  In all cases the combined gross weight for a vehicle or combina-
139 tion of vehicles, including load or contents, or the maximum gross
140 weight for any axle or combination of azles of the vehicle or com-
141 bination of wvehicles, including load or contents, shall not exrceed
142 that which s permitied pursuant to this paragraph or R. 8.
143 39:5-84 b. (2); R. S.39:3-84 b. (3); or R. S.39:3-84 b. (4) of this

144 act, whichever is the lesser allowable gross weight.
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TADLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS

Distance in feet
between axle centers
of first and last
azles of any group
of two or more con-
secutive axles 2axles 3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 axles

145 3 22400 22400 22400 22400 22400 22400
146 4 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
147 b3 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
148 0 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
149 7 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
150 8 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
151 9 39000 42500 42500 42500 42500 42500
152 10 40000 43500 43500 43500 43500 43500
153 11 41000 44000 44000 44000 44000 44000
154 12 42000 45000 50000 50000 50000 50000
155 13 43000 45500 50500 50500 50500 50500
156 i4 44000 46500 51500 51500 51500 51500
157 15 44800 47000 52000 52000 52000 52000
158 16 44800 48000 52500 58000 58000 58000
159 17 44800 48500 53500 58500 58500 58500
160 18 44800 49500 54000 59000 59000 59000
161 19 44800 50000 54500 60000 60000 60000
162 20 44800 51000 55500 60500 66000 66000
163 21 44800 51500 56000 61000 66500 66500
164 22 44800 52500 56500 61500 67000 67000
165 23 44800 53000 57500 62500 68000 68000
166 P 44800 54000 58000 63000 68500 74000
167 25 44800 54500 58500 63500 69000 74500
168 26 44800 55500 59500 64000 69500 75000
169 27 44800 56000 60000 65000 70000 75500
170 28 44800 57000 60500 65500 71000 76500
171 29 44800 57500 61500 66000 71500 77000
172 30 44800 58500 62000 66500 72000 77500
173 31 44800 59000 62500 62500 72500 78000
174 32 44800 60000 63500 68000 73000 78500
175 33 44800 60500 64000 68500 74000 79000
176 34 44800 61500 64500 69000 74500 80000
177 35 44800 62000 65500 70000 75000 80000
178 36 44800 63000 66000 70500 75500 80000
179 37 44800 63500 66500 71000 76000 80000
180 38 44800 64500 67500 71500 77000 80000

181 39 44800 65000 68000 72500 77500 80000
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TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS (Continued)

Distance in feet
between azle centers
of first and last
azles of any group
of two or more con-

secutive axles 2 azxles 3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 axles
182 40 44800 66000 68500 73000 78000 80000
183 41 44800 66500 69500 73500 78500 80000
184 42 44800 67200 70000 74000 79000 80000
185 43 44800 67200 70500 75000 80000 80000
186 44 44800 67200 71500 75500 80000 80000
187 45 44800 67200 72000 76000 80000 80000
188 46 44800 67200 72500 76500 80000 80000
189 47 44800 67200 73500 77500 80000 80000
190 48 44800 67200 74000 78000 80000 80000
191 49 44800 67200 74500 78500 80000 80000
192 50 44800 67200 75500 79000 80000 80000
193 51 44800 67200 76000 80000 80000 80000
194 52 44800 67200 76500 80000 80000 80000
195 3 44800 67200 77500 80000 80000 80000
196 54 44800 67200 78000 80000 80000 80000
197 55 44800 67200 78500 80000 80000 80000
198 56 44800 67200 79500 80000 80000 80000
199 57 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
200 58 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
201 59 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
202 6¢ 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
203 61 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
204 62 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
205 63 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
200 64 44800 67200 80000 80000 800006 80000
207 65 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
208 66 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
209 67 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
210 68 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
211 69 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
212 70 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000

213 *[(6) In addition to the other requirciments of this seetion and
214 notwithstanding any other provision of this Title, no vehicle or
215 combination of vehicles, wicliuding load or contents,}J* Leommercial
216 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semtrailer] *[shall he operated}*

2170on any highwayv} *Lin this State, wiless by special permit autho-
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rized by this Title, with a combined weight of vehicle and load, an
axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would
disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds.J*

¢. The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination may not travel on the public highways more than five
miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-
ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the
nearest exit of sueh highway hall be added to the five-mile limitation.

d. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles may promul-
gate rules and regulations, including the establishment of fees, for
the issuance, at his discretion and if good cause appears, of a special
written permit authorizing the applicant:

(1) To operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles or
special mobile equipment, transporting one picce loads that cannot
be dismembered*, dismantled or divided* in order to comply with
the weight limitations set forth in this act. The special written
permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the driver
or operator of the vehicle or combination of vehicles or specidl
mobile equipment for which said permit was issued; and

*(2) To operate or more a vehicle or combination of vehicles or
specialized mobile equipment, transporting a load or cargo that
cannot be dismembered, dismantled or divided in order to comply
with the dimenstonal limitations set forth in this act. The special
written permit shall be in the possession of the driver or operator
of the vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile equip-
ment for which the permit was issued; and*

*L[(2)X* *(3)* Under emergency conditions, to operate or move
a type of vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile equip-
ment of a size or weight, including load or contents, which exceeds
the maximum sice or weight limitations specified in this act.

3. Section 3 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1) is amended to
read as follows:

3. The axle weight limitations [of] as provided at R. S. 39:3-84b.
shall apply to all vehicles registered in New Jersey subsequent to
March 1, 1950, which have not been registered therein or contracted
for purchase by New Jersey residents prior to that date. The
[gross] weight [and axle load] limitations provided [in] af R. S.
39:3-84b.(1); R. S.39:3-84b. (2); and R. S. 39:3-84 b. (3) relative
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to maximum gross axle weights; shall not apply to vehicles regis-
tered as ‘‘constructor’’ or ‘“‘solid waste’’ vehicles or to a combina-
tion of vehicles of which the ‘‘constructor’’ or ““ solid waste’’ vehicle
is the drawing vehicle [or to vehicles registered as ‘“solid waste’’}
as provided [in] a? R. S. 39:3-20, except that said limitations shall
apply to wvehicles registered as ‘‘solid waste’’ [registered vehicles]
when operated on any highway which is part of the National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways, as provided at 23 U. S. C.
§103 (e). The provisions of R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall apply to
vehicles registered as ‘‘constructor’ or ‘“solid waste’’ or to a
combination of wvehicles of which the ‘‘comstructor’ or ‘‘solid
waste” vehicle is the drawing vehicle as provided in R. S. 39:3-20%,
except that for any vehicle registered as a “constructor” or any
combination of vehicles of which the drawing vehicle is registered
as a “constructor,” the provisions of R. S. 39:3-84b.(5) shall not
apply provided the vehicle or combination of vehicles is **operated
within an area that is 30 miles or less from™* the point established
as a headquarters for the particular construction operation®. Ve-
hicles registered as “constructor” or “solid waste” or a combina-
tion of vehicles of which the “constructor” or “solid waste” vehicle
1s the drawing vehicle shall he limited [as] to a mazimum gross
vehicle weight, including load or contents, [by the allowable gross
weight] as shown on the registration certificate of that vehicle.

4. Section 5 of P. L. 1950, ¢. 142 (C. 39:3-84.3) is amended to
read as follows:

5. a. Any State Police officer or motor vehicle inspector [having
reason to believe that the size or weight of a vehicle and load is un-
lawful] is authorized to require the driver, operator, owner, lessee
or batlee of any vehicle or combination of vehicles found on any
public road, street or highway or on any public or quasi-public prop-
erty in this State to stop and submit the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, including load or contents, to [a] measurement or weigh-
ing [of the same] to determine whether the sizce or weight of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, is in
excess of that permitted in this Title, by means of [either portable
or stationary scales] measuring or weighing devices or scales ap-
proved and certified by the State Superintendent of Weights and
Measures or his agent. Copies of documents displaying the seal or
certification of the State Superintendent of Weights and Measures
shall be prima facia evidence of the reliability and accuracy of the
measuring or weighing devices or scales utilized in the enforcement
of this Title. The driver, operator, owner, lessee or bailee of a vehi-

cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, that is to
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be measured or weighed may be required to drive or otherwise move
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a location, as directed by
the officer or inspector, where the vehicle or combination of vehicles,
including load or contents, can be measured or weighed as described
wn this section [and may require that such vehicle be driven to the
nearest public scales in the event such scales are within two miles].

b. Whenever [an] the officer or inspector upon measuring or
weighing a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or
contents, [and load, as above provided,] determines that the size
or weight is Lunlawful] in excess of the limits permitted in this
Title, [such] the officer or inspector shall require the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee to stop the vehicle or combination
of vehicles in a suitable place and remain [standing] in that place
until Fsuch] a portion of the load or contents of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles is removed by the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, as may be necessary
to conform or reduce the size or [gross] weight of [such] the vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, to [such}
those [limit] limits as permitted under this act, or permitted by
the certificate of registration for the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, whichever may be lower. All materials so unloaded or
removed shall be cared for by the driver, owner, [or]} operator,
lessee or bailee of [such] the vehicle or combination of vehicles, or
duly appointed agent thereof, at the risk, responsibility and liability
of [such] the driver, owner, [or] operator, lessee, bailee or duly
appointed agent thereof.

¢. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be deemed to be in
violation of the [Loverweight] weight limitation provision of this
act when, upon examination by [an] the officer or inspector, the
Evehicle’s] dispatch papers for the wvehicle or combination of
vehicles, including load or contents, show it is proceeding from its
last preceding freight pickup point within the State of New Jersey
by a reasonably expeditious route to the nearest available scales or
to the first available scales in the general direction towards which
the vehicle or combination of vehicles has been dispatched, or is
returning from such scales after weighing-in to the last preceding
pickup point.

d. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, is in violation
of the [axle] weight limitations of this [actd T'itle as provided at
R.S.39:3-84 b. (1); R. S.39:3-84 b. (2); R. 8. 39:3-84 b. (3); or
R.S.39:3-84 b. (5) relative to muximum gross axle weights, but is

within the [legal] permissible maximum gross vehicle [maximum]
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weight of this Title as provided at R. 8. 39:3-84 b, (4) or R. 8.
39:3-84 b. (5), whichever is applicable, the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to redistribute the weight of the [vehicle’s]
vehicle or combination of vehicles or the load or contents of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles so that no axle [is overweight]
or combination of consecutive axles are wn excess of the limits set
by this act, in which event there is no violation.

e. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [or vehicle
and load] is in violation of the height, width or length [restrictions]
limits of this Title as provided at R. S. 39:3-84a., the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee of [such] the vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to adjust, reduce or conform the vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load or contents, so that the
vehicle or combination of vehicles, including [vehicle and] load
or contents, are [is] not i excess of [within such] the beight,
[weight] width, or length [restrictions] limits set by this act, in
which event there is no violation.

[No arrest shall be made in cases where weight limitations pro-
vided in this section are not exceeded by more than 5%, except that
arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load, exceeds the federal maxi-
mum of 80,000 pounds, or as such may be amended from time to
time.J}

*f. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a vehicle
or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, found or
operated on any highway in this State which is part of or desig-
nated as part of the National Interstate System as provided at 23
U.8S.C.§103(e). No arrest shall be made or summons issued for
a violation of the weight limitations provided wn this act at R. S.
39:3-84b. where the excess weight is no more than 5% of the weight
permitted, provided the gross weight of the vehicle or combination
of vehicles, including load or contents, does not exceed the maxi-
mum gross weight of 80,000 pounds as set forth at R. S. 39:3-84b.
(4)*. :

*[f.]* *9.®* Any person who [prepares,] presents to [an] the
officer or inspector, or has in his possession, or who prepares false
dispatch papers, that is to say, dispatch papers which do not cor-
respond to the cargo earried, shall be subject to a fine not [exceed-
ing] to exceed $100.00.

*[9.J* *h.* Any driver of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
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96 who fails or refuses to stop and submit the vehicle or combination
97 of vehicles, including [and]} load or contents, to [a] measurement
98 or weighing, as provided in this Title or [who fails or refuses when
99 directed by an officer upon a measurement or weighing of the ve-
100 hicle to stop the vehicle and] otherwise fails to comply with the
101 provisions of this section, [shall be subject to a fine not exceeding
102 $100.00] *[is a disorderly person and shall be subject to arrest
103 pursuant to the provisions of subsection b. of N. J. S. 2C:29-2.]*
103a *shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $200.00.*

104 *[r.J* *i.* The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the
105 aforesaid of any vehicle or combination of vehicles [commercial
106 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-trailer] found or operated
107 on [a] any public road, street or highway or on any public or
108 quasi-public property in this State in violation of the [dimensional
109 restrictions] height, width or length limits as set forth in subsec-
110 tion a. of R. S. 39:3-84 shall be fined not less than *[$150,007*
110a *$150.00* nor more than $500.00.

111 *E.J* *j.* The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the
112 aforesaid of any vehicle or combination of vehicles [ecommercial
113 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer] found or operated on
114 [a] any public road, street or highway or on any public or quasi-
115 public property in this State with a gross weight of the vehicle
116 [and] or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [in
117 excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of reg-
118 istration for the vehicle or] in excess of the [gross] weight limita-
119 tions [imposed] as provided at subsection b. of R. S. 39:3-84 or
120 section 3 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1) [by this Title for ve-
121 hicle and load or an axle weight in excess of the axle weight limita-
122 tion imposed by this Title,] shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02
123 per pound for each pound of the total excess weight [if the excess
124 does not exceed] provided the total excess weight is 10,000 pounds
125 or less, [and] or shall be fined an amount equal to $0.03 per pound
126 for each pound of the total excess weight [if the excess weight
127 exceeds] provided the total excess weight is more than 10,000
128 pounds, but in no event shall the fine be less than $50.00.

129 [The owner, lessee and bailee of a truck, road tractor or truck
130 tractor registered under this act and found on a highway in com-
131 bination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any other
132 state or federal district which imposes registration weight fees
133 on such trailers or semitrailers and in violation of the weight
134 limitations of R. S. 39:3-20 shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02
135 for each pound by which one-half of the combined gross weight of
136 all vehicles in the combination, including load, shall exceed the
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137 gross weight registration of the drawing vehicle registered under
138 this act, if the excess is not greater than 10,000 pounds, and $0.03
139 for each pound of the excess if it is greater than 10,000 pounds,
140 but in no event less than $50,00.]

141 *[.J* *k.* Whenever [it] a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
142 including load or contents, is found [that there is a weight in ex-
143 cess of] to be in violation of any two or more of [said] the weight
144 limitations as provided at subsection b. of R. S. 39:53-84 or section 3
145 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 89:5-84.1), the fine [shall be] levied shall
146 be only for the violation involving the greater or greatest excess
147 weight.

1 5. P. L. 1973, c. 273 (C. 39:3-84a) is repealed.

1 6. This act shall take effect on April *[1]* *6*, 1983.
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By Assemblymen MARKERT, COWAN, T. GALLO, GILL,
BRYANT, FELICE and KOSCO

AxN Act concerning the application and enforcement of the dimen-
sional and weight limitations of certain vehicles or combinations
thereof, and amending R. S. 39:3-20, R. S. 39:3-84, P. L. 1950,
c. 142 and repealing P. L. 1973, c. 273.

BE 17 ExACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. S. 39:3-20 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-20. For the purpose of this act gross weight means the
weight of both the vehicle and its load. a. The director is authorized
to issue registrations for commercial motor vehicles other than
omnibuses or motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor and
payment of a fee based on the gross weight of the vehicle including
the gross weight of all vehicles in any combination of vehicles of
which the commercial motor vehicle is the drawing vehicle. The
gross weight of a disabled commercial vehicle or combination of
disabled commercial vehicles being removed from a highway shall
not be included in the caleculation of the registration fee for the
drawing vehicle.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a commercial motor vehicle other than an omnibus or
motor-drawn vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof shall
become void on the last day of the eleventh calendar month follow-
ing the month in which the certificate was issued. The minimum
registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds

or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
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Commercial motor vehicles other than omnibuses or motor-drawn
vehicles for which commerecial motor vehicle registrations had been
issued prior to the effective date of this act-and which expire March
31, 1982 shall be issued commercial registrations which, in the
director’s discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which
date shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for such
registrations shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subsection.

b. The director is also authorized to issue registration for com-
mercial motor vehicles having three or more axles and a gross
weight over 40,000 pounds but not exceeding 70,000 pounds, upon
application therefor and proof to the satisfaction of the director
that the applicant is actually engaged in construction work or in
the business of supplying material, transporting material, or using
such registered vehicle for construction work.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for these commercial motor vehicles shall expire and the cer-
tificate thereof shall become void on the last day of the eleventh
calendar month following the month in which the certificate was
1ssued.

The registration fee shall be $10.00 for each 1,000 pounds or
portion thereof of gross weight including the gross weight of all
vehicles in any combination of which such commereial motor vehicle
is the drawing vehicle. “Constructor” registrations issued prior to
the effective date of this act which expire June 30, 1982 shall be
1ssued contractor vehicle registrations which, in the direetor’s
discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which date
shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for the
registration shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subseetion.

Such commercial motor vehicle shall be operated in compliance
with the speed limitations of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes and
shall not be operated at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour
when one or more of its axles has a load which exceeds the limita-
tions preseribed in R. S. 39:3-84.

¢. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for each
of the following solid waste vehicles: two-axle vehicles having a
gross weight not exceeding 42,000 pounds; tandem three-axle and
four-axle vehicles having a gross weight not exceeding 60,000

pounds; four-axle tractor-trailer combination vehicles having a

gross weight not exceeding 60,000 pounds. Registration is based
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3,
upon application to the director and proof to his satisfaction that
the applicant is actually engaged in the performance of solid waste
disposal or collection functions and holds a certificate of conve-
nience and necessity therefor issued by the Board of Public
Utilities.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a solid waste vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof
shall become void on the last day of the eleventh calendar month
following the month in which the certificate was issued.

The registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each.1,000
pounds or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

Solid waste vehicles for which commereial motor vehicles regis-
trations had been issued prior to the effective date of this act and
which shall expire June 30, 1982 shall be issued solid waste regis-
trations which, in the director’s discretion, shall expire on a date
to be fixed by him, which date shall not be sooner than four. months
or later than 16 months following the date of issuance of the regis-
tration. The fees for the registration shall be fixed by the director
in amounts proportionately less or greater than the fees established
by this subsection.

d. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for com-
mercial motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor. The
registration year for commercial motor-drawn vehicles shall be
April 1 to the following March 31 and the fee therefor shall be
$18.00 for each such vehiecle. ‘

At the discretion of the director, an applicant for registration
for a commercial motor-drawn vehicle may be provided the option
of registering such vehicle for a period of four years. In the event
that the applicant for registration exercises the four-year option,
a fee of $64.00 for each such vehicle shall be paid to the director in
advance.

If any commercial motor-drawn vehicle registered for a four-year
period is sold or withdrawn from use on the highways, the director
may, upon surrender of the vehicle registration and plate, refund
$16.00 for each full year of unused prepaid registration.

e. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle or combination of vehicles
registered under this act having a gross weight, including load or

100 contents, in excess of the gross weight provided on the registration

101 certificate to be operated on the highways of this State.

102

[In the event that a commercial motor vehicle registered under

103 this act is found on a highway in combination with a commercial

104 motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other state, fed-

105 eral district or Canadian provinece which imposes registration
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106 weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the drawing
107 vehicle registered under this act shall have a gross weight regis-
108 tration equal to at least one-half of the gross weight of the com-
109 bination of vehicles, If it does not, the operation of said vehicles
110 on the highways of this State shall be unlawful.

111  The 5% allowance provided by section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142
112 (C. 39:3-84.3) shall be applicable as heretofore to all registered
113 weight limitations provided in this section, except that in no event
114 shall the gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles
115 exceed the federal maximum as such may be amended from time
116 to time established for vehicles operated on the National System
117 of Interstate and Defense Highways. In the case of a commercial
118 motor vehicle registered under this act in combination with a
119 commercial motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other
120 state, federal district or Canadian provinee which imposes regis-
121 tration weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the
122 5% allowance shall be applied and added to the registered weight
123 of the drawing vehicle registered under this act. If the resulting
124 sum is equal at least to one-half of the combined gross weight of the
125 mixed combination, then the mixed combination shall be in com-
126 pliance with the registration requirements of this section.}

127  The owner, lessee, bailee or any one of the aforesaid of a vehicle
128 or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, found or
129 operated on any public road, street or highway or on any public or
130 quasi-public property in this State with a gross weight of that
131 wehicle or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, in
132 excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of reg-
133 istration for the vehicle or combination of vehicles, pursuant to the
134 provisions of this section shall be fined $50.00 plus an amount equal
135 to $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds or fractional portion of 1,000 pounds
136 of weight in excess of the weight limitation permitted by the cer-
137 tificate of registration for that vehicle or combination of vehicles.
138 A4 wehicle or combination of vehicles for which there is no valid
139 certificate of registration is deemed to have been registered for
140 zero pounds for the purposes of the enforcement of this act in ad-
141 dition to any other violation of this Title, but is not deemed to be
142 lawfully or validly registered pursuant to the provistons of this
143 Title.

144  Moneys realized from the increase of the fees for registrations
145 issued pursuant to the provisions of this act shall be paid into the

146 State Treasury and credited to the General State Fund and avail-

147 able for general State purposes.
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This section shall not be construed to supersede or repeal the
provisions of sections 39:3-84, 39:4-75, or 39:4-76 of this Title.

2. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. a. The following constitute the maximum dimensional
limits for width, height and overall length for any vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles, including load or contents, found or operated
on any public road, street or highway or any public or quasi-public
property in this State. Violations shall be enforced pursuant to
subsection h. of section 4 of this 1983 amendatory act.

(1) No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer
shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside width of
which is more than 96 inches, inclusive of load, or the height of
whiclh exceeds 13%% feet, inclusive of load, and no commercial motor
vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any highway in this
State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds 35 feet either
for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, or 35 feet
either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, except
that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the above
limitations may be operated when a special permit so to operate is
secured in advance from the director. The application for such
permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of
the operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In
computing any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the director by rule or regulation.

(2) In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length
dimensions shall be such as the Board of Public Utility Commis-
sioners prescribe, but no outside width in excess of 96 inches shall
be prescribed with respect to one or niore highways specified or
otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the Division
of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety
that the proposed width is not unsafe for use ou the highways in
this State and (2) of the State Department of Transportation that
the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches, is not in conflict with
the requirements of any agency of the Umted States having
jurisdiction over the National System of Interstate and Defense
Highways authorized by law. No outside width so prescribed shall
be valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the

State of New Jersey or any department, agency or governmental
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subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway
funds.

(3) In the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
preseribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of section 39:3-24
of this Title and any such vehicle shall not be operated on any
highway which is part of the National System of Interstate and
Defense Highways or on any highway which has been designated
a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

(4) In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers ineluding farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105% inches.

(5) No commercial motor vchicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any combination of vehicles,
shall be operated on any highway in this State, in excess of a total
overall length, inclusive of load, of 55 feet except a vehicle or a
combination of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units
or other articles incapable of dismemberment the total overall
length of which, inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet, but the
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such public utility in the construction, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

(6) Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of
vehicles designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles
niay carry a load which exceeds the 55 feet overall length, provided,
however, the total load overhang shall be limited to five feet and
may not exceed three feet at either the front or rear and that the
overhang shall be above the height of the average passenger car.

b. No vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or con-
tents, found or operated on any public road, street or highway or
on any public or quasi-public property i this State shall exceed the
weight limitations set forth wn this Title. Violations shall be en-
forced pursuant to subsection i. of section 4 of this 1983 amendatory
act.

Where enforcement of a weight limit provision of this Title
requires a measurement of length between axle centers, th distance
between axle centers shall be measured to the nearest whole foot or

whole wnch, whichever is applicable, and when the measurement

ncludes a fractional pait of a foot equalling siz inches or more or a
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fractional part of an inch equalling one-half inch or more, the next
larger whole foot or whole inch, whichever is applicable, shall be
utilized. The term “tandem axle’ as used in this act is defined as a
combination of consecutive axles, consisting of only two axles,
where the distance between azle centers is 40 inches or more but no
more than 96 inches.

(1) The gross weight imposed on the highway or other surface
by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
wncluding load or contents, shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the combined gross weight imposed
on the highway or other surface by all the wheels of any one axle of
a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall
be deemed to mean the total [load transmitted to the road by}
gross weight of all wheels whose azle centers are spaced [included
between two parallel transverse vertical planes] less than 40 inches
apartf, extending across the full width of the vehicle].

(2) The [combined] gross weight imposed on the highway or
other surface by all the wheels of all consecutive axles of a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [whose
centers are on or between two parallel transverse vertical planes
spaced] shall not exceed 34,000 pounds where the distance between
consecutive axle centers is 40 inches or more, but [less] no more
than 96 inches apart[[, extending across the full width of the vehicle,
shall not exceed 34,000 pounds].

(3) The combined gross weight imposed on the highway or other
surface by all the wheels of consecutive axles of a vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall not exceed
22,400 pounds for each single axle where the distance between con-
secutive axle centers is more than 96 inches; except that on any
highway in this State which is part of, or designated as part of, the
National Interstate System, as provided at 23 U. S. C. § 103 (e), this
single axle limitation shall not apply and in those instances the
provisions of this Title as set forth at R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall
apply.

(4) The mawimum total gross weight imposed on the highway or
other surface by a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load
or contents, shall not exceed 80,000 pounds.

(5) On any highway in this State which is part of, or designated
as part of, the National Interstate System as provided at 23 U. S. C.
§ 103 (e), the total gross weight, in pounds, imposed on the highway
or other surface by any group of two or more consecutive axles of
a vehicle or combination of vehicles, mcluding load or contents,
shall not exceed that listed in the following TABLE OF MAXI-
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128 MUM GROSS WEIGHTIS, for the respectwe distance, in feet,
129 between the axle centers of the first and last axles of the group of
130 two or more consecutive axles under consideration; except that in
131 addition to the weights specified in that Table, two consecutive sets
132 of tandem azles may carry a gross weight of 34,000 pounds each if
133 the overall distance between the first and last axles of the consecu-
134 tive sets of tandem axles is thirty-siz feet or more. The gross weight
135 of each set of tandem axles shall not exceed 34,000 pounds and the
136 combined gross weight of the two consecutive sets of tandem axles
137 shall not exceed 68,000 pounds.

138  In all cases the combined gross weight for a vehicle or combina-
139 tiom of vehicles, including load or contents, or the maximum gross
140 weight for any awxle or combination of azxles of the vehicle or com-
141 bination of wvehicles, including load or contents, shall not excced
142 that which s permitted pursuant to this paragraph or R. S.
143 39:3-84b. (2); R. 8. 39:3-84 b. (3); or R. S. 39:3-84 b. (4) of this

144 act, whichever is the lesser allowable gross weight.

TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS

Distance in feet
between axle centers
of first and last
axles of any group
of two or more con-
secutive axles 2 axles 3 axles 4 axles 5 arles 6 axles 7 axles

145 3 Q2400 22400 22400 22400 22400 22400

146 4 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
147 5 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
148 6 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
149 4 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
150 8 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
151 9 39000 42500 42500 42500 42500 42500
152 10 40000 43500 43500 43500 43500 43500
163 11 41000 44000 44000 44000 44000 44000
154 12 42000 45000 50000 50000 50000 50000
155 13 43000 45500 50500 50500 50500 50500
156 14 44000 46500 51500 51500 51500 51500
157 15 44800 47000 52000 52000 52000 52000
158 16 44800 48000 52500 58000 58000 58000
159 17 44800 48500 53500 58500 58500 58500
160 18 44800 49500 54000 59000 59000 59000
161 19 44800 50000 54500 60000 60000 60000
162 20 44800 51000 55500 60500 66000 66000

163 21 44800 51500 56000 61000 66500 66500
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TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS (Continued)

Distance in feet
between axle centers
of first and last
azles of any group
of two or more con-
secutive axles

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800
44800

2 axles 3 axles

52500
53000
54000
54500
55500
56000
57000
57500
58500
59000
60000
60500
61500
62000
63000
63500
64500
65000
66000
66500
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200
67200

4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 axles

56500
57500
58000
58500
59500
60000
60500
61500
62000
62500

63500 -

64000
64500
65500
66000
66500
67500
68000
68500
69500
70000
70500
71500
72000
72500
73500
74000
74500
75500
76000
76500
77500
78000
78500
79500
80000

61500
62500
63000
63500
64000
65000
65500
66000
66500
67500
68000
68500
69000
70000
70500
71000
71500
72500
73000
73500
74000
75000
75500
76000
76500
77500
78000
78500
79000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000

67000
68000
68500
69000
69500
70000
71000
71500
72000
72500
73000
74000
74500
75000
75500
76000
77000
77500
78000
78500
79000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000

67000
68000
74000
74500
75000
75500
76500
77000
77500
78000
78500
79000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
80000
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TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS (Continued)

Distance in feet
between axle centers
of first and last
axles of any group
of two or more con-

secutive axles 2 axles 3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 awles
58 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
59 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
60 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
61 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
62 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
63 44800 67300 80000 80000 80000 80000
64 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
65 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
66 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
67 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
68 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
69 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
70 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000

(6) In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles, including load or contents, [commercial motor
vehicle, tractor, traller or semitrailer) shall he operated fon any
highwayJin this State, unless by special permit authorized by this
Title, with a conibined weight of vehicle and load, an axle weight
or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would disqualify the
State of New Jersey or any department, ageney or governmental
subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving Federal highway
funds.

¢. The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled

vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway

> in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle

combination may not travel on the public highways more than five
miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-
ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the
nearest exit of such highway hall be added to the five-mile limitation.

d. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles may promul-
gate rules and regulations, including the establishment of [ees, for
the issuance, at his discretion and if good cause appears, of a special

written permil authorizing the applicant:

|
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(1) To operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles or
special mobile equipment, transporting one piece loads that cannot
be dismembered in order to comply with the weight limitations set
forth in this act. The special writien permit issued by the director
shall be in the possession of the driver or operator of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles or special mobile equipment for which said
permit was issued; and

(2) Under emergency conditions, to operate or move a type of
vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile equipment of a
size or weight, including load or contents, which exceeds the maxi-
mum size or weight limitations specified in this act.

3. Section 3 of P. L. 1950, ¢. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1) is amended to
read as follows:

3. The axle weight limitations [of] as provided at R. S. 39:3-84b.
shall apply to all vehicles registered in New Jersey subsequent to
March 1, 1950, which have not been registered thercin or contracted
for purchase by New Jersey residents prior to that date. The
[gross] weight [and axle load] limitations provided [in] ot R. S.
39:3-84b.(1); R.S.39:3-84b. (2); and R. S. 89:3-84 b. (3) relative
to maximum gross axle weights; shall not apply to vehicles regis-
tered as ‘‘constructor’ or ‘“solid waste’’ vehicles or to a combina-
tion of vehicles of which the ‘‘constructor” or ‘‘solid waste’’ vehicle
is the drawing vehicle [or to vehicles registered as ‘“solid waste’”]
as provided [in] at R. S. 39:3-20, except that said limitations shall
apply to vehicles registered as ‘‘solid waste”’ [registered vehicles]]
when operated on any highway which is part of the National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways, as provided at 23 U. S. C.
§ 203 (e). The provisions of R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall apply to
vehicles registered as ‘‘constructor’’ or ‘“solid waste’” or to a
combination of wvehicles of which the ‘‘comstructor’ or ‘‘solid
waste’’ vehicle is the drawmg vehicle as provided in R. S. 39:3-20.
Vehicles registered as ‘“constructor’” or ‘‘solid waste’” or a combi-

I3

nation of vehicles of which the ‘‘constructor’ or ‘‘solid waste”’
vehicle 18 the drawing vehicle shall be limited [as] to ¢ mazimum
gross vehicle weight, including load or contents, [by the allowable
gross weight] as shown on the registration certificate of that
vehicle.

4. Section 5 of P. L. 1950, ¢. 142 (C. 39:3-84.3) is amended to
read as follows:

5. a. Any State Police officer or motor vehicle inspector [having
reason to believe that the size or weight of a vehicle and load is un-
lawful] is anthorized to require the driver, operator, owner, lessee

or bailee of any vehicle or combination of vehicles found on any
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public road, street or highway or on any public or quast-public prop-
erty in this State to stop and submit the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, including load or contents, to [a] measurement or weigh-
ing [of the same] fo determine whether the size or weight of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, is in
ewcess of that permitted in this Title, by means of [either portable
or stationary scales] measuring or weighing devices or scales ap-
proved and certified by the State Superintendent of Weights and
Measures or his agent. Copies of documents displaying the seal or
certification of the State Superintendent of Weights and Measures
shall be prima facia evidence of the reliability and accuracy of the
measuring or weitghing devices or scales utilized in the enforcement
of this Title. The driver, operator, owner, lessee or bailee of a vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, that is to
be measured or weighed may be required to drive or otherwise move
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a location, as directed by
the officer or inspector, where the vehicle or combination of vehicles,
wncluding load or contents, can be measured or weighed as described
wm this section [and may require that such vehicle be driven to the
nearest public scales in the event such scales are within two miles].

b. Whenever [an} the officer or inspector upon measuring or
weighing a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or
contents, [and load, as above provided,] determines that the size
or weight is [unlawful] in excess of the limits permitted in this
Title, [such} the officer or inspector shall reqﬁire the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee to stop the vehicle or combination
of vehicles in a suitable place and remain [standing] in that place
until [such] a portion of the load or contents of the wvehicle or
combination of vehicles is removed by the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, as may be necessary
to conform or reduce the size or [gross] weight of [snch] the vehi-
cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, to [such]
those [limit] limits as permitted under this act, or permitted by
the certificate of registration for the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, whichever may be lower. All materials so unloaded or
removed shall be cared for by the driver, owner, [or] operator,
lessee or bailee of [such] the vehicle or combination of vehicles, or
duly appointed agent thereof, at the risk, responsibility and liability
of [such] the driver, owner, [or] operator, lessee, bailee or duly
appointed agent thereof.

¢. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be deemed to be in

violation of the [overweight] weight limitation provision of this

act when, upon examination by [an] the officer or inspector, the
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[vehicle’s] dispatch papers for the wehicle or combination of
vehicles, including load or contents, show it is proceeding from its
last preceding freight pickup point within the State of New Jersey
by a reasonably expeditious route to the nearest available scales or
to the first available scales in the general direction towards which
the vehicle or combination of vehicles has been dispatched, or is
returning from such scales after weighing-in to the last preceding
pickup point.

d. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, is in violation
of the [axle] weight limitations of this [act] Title as provided at
R.S.39:3-84b. (1); R. 8. 39:3-84 b. (2); R. S. 39:3-84 b. (3); or
R.S. 39:3-84 b. (5) relutive to maximum gross axle weights, but is
within the [legal] permissible mazimum gross vehicle [maximum}
weight of this Title as provided at R. S. 39:3-84 b, (4) or R. S.
39:3-84 b. (5), whichever is applicable, the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to redistribute the weight of the [vehicle’s]}
vehicle or combination of vehicles or the load or contents of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles so that no axle [[is overweight]
or combination of consecutive axles are in ewcess of the limits set
by this act, in which event there is no violation.

e. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [or vehicle
and load] is in violation of the height, width or length [restrictions]}
limits of this Title as provided at R. S. 39:3-84q., the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee of [such] the vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to adjust, reduce or conform the vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load or comtents, so that the
vehicle or combination of vehicles, including [vehicle and] load
or contents, are [is] not in ewcess of [within such] the height,
[weight] width, or length [restrictions] lumits set by this act, in
which event there is no violation.

[No arrest shall be made in cases where weight limitations pro-
vided in this section are not exceeded by more than 5%, except that
arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load, exceeds the federal maxi-
mum of 80,000 pounds, or as such may be amended from time to
time.}

f. Any person who [prepares,} presents to [an] the officer or
inspector, or has in his possession, or who prepares false dispatch

papers, that is to say, dispatch papers which do not correspond to
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93 the cargo carried, shall be subject to a fine not [exceeding] fo
94 exceed $100.00.

95 g. Any driver of a vehicle or combination of vehicles who fails or
96 refuses to stop and submit the vehicle or combination of vehicles,
97 including [and] load or contents, to [a] measurement or weighing,
98 as provided in this Title or [who fails or refuses when directed by
99 an officer upon a measurement or weighing of the vehicle to stop
100 the vehicle and] otherwise fails to comply with the provisions of
101 this section, [shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $100.003 is a
102 disorderly person and shall be subject to arrest pursuant to the
103 prowistons of subsection b. of N. J. S. 2C :29-2.

104  h. The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the aforesaid of
105 any wvehicle or combination of vehicles [commereial motor vehicle,
106 tractor, trailer or semi-trailer} found or operated on [a} any public
107 road, street or highway or on any public or quast-public property
108 in this State in violation of the [dimensional restrictions] height,
109 width or length limits as set forth in subsection a. of R. S. 39:3-84
110 shall be fined not less than $150,00 nor more than $500.00.

111 4. The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the aforesaid of
112 any vehicle or combination of vehicles [eommercial motor vehicle,
113 tractor, trailer or semitrailery found or operated on [a] any public
114 road, street or highway or on any public or quasi-public property
115 in this State with a gross weight of the vehicle [and] or combination
116 of vekicles, including load or contents, [in excess of the weight
117 limitation permitted by the certificate of registration for the vehicle
118 or] im excess of the [gross] weight limitations [imposed]} as
119 provided at subsection b. of R. S. 39:3-84 or section 3 of P. L. 1950,
120 ¢. 142 (C. 39:5-84.1) [by this Title for vehicle and load or an axle
121 weight in excess of the axle weight limitation imposed by this Title,}
122 shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02 per pound for each pound of
123 the total excess weight [if the excess does not exceed] provided
124 the total excess weight is 10,000 pounds or less, [and] or shall be
125 fined an amount equal to $0.03 per pound for each pound of the
126 total excess weight Fif the excess. weight exceeds} provided the
127 total excess weight is more than 10,000 pounds, but in no event shall
128 the fine be less than $50.00.

129  [The owner, lessee and bailee of a truck, road tractor or truck
130 tractor registered under this act and found on a highway in com-
131 bination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any other

132 state or federal district which imposes registration weight fees

133 on such trailers or semitrailers and in violation of the weight
134 limitations of R. S. 39:3-20 shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02
135 for each pound by which one-half of the combined gross weight of
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all vehicles in the combination, including load, shall exceed the
gross weight registration of the drawing vehicle registered under
this act, if the excess is not greater than 10,000 pounds, and $0.03
for each pound of the excess if it is greater than 10,000 pounds,
but in no event less than $50,00.]

7. Whenever [it] a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including
load or contents, is found [that there is a weight in excess of] to be
wn violation of any two or more of [said] the weight limitations as
provided at subsection b. of R. S. 39:3-84 or section 3 of P. L. 1950,
c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1), the fine [shall be] levied shall be only for the
violation involving the greater or greatest excess weight.

5. P. L. 1973, c. 273 (C. 39:3-84a) is repealed.

6. This act shall take effect on April 1, 1983.

STATEMENT

This bill contains proposed amendments to Title 39 of the Revised
Statutes. This amendatory legislation is part of the New Jersey
Size and Weight Enforcement Program upon which the continued
allocation of Federal Highway Construction Funds pursuant to
23 U. 8. C. § 104 is predicated.

These proposed amendments will achieve several goals: (1)
establishment of a Table of Maximum Allowable Gross Weights to
insure that the Vehicle Weight Enforcement Program of New
Jersey is consistent with Federal Law and sets weight limits which
do not exceed those mandated by the provisions of 23 U. S. C. § 127;
(2) conform existing law with federal weight limits; and (3) re-
organize and restructure the existing statutory language to provide
for greater clarity and identity of purposes.

The amendments in this act will not increase the present allowable
weight for vehicles using the highways and roads of this State,
including the Interstate Highway System.

A 32003 ( /c)g}>
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COMMITTEE
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The statement appended to this bill adequately expresses its pro-

visions and purpose.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ExEcUuTIVE DEPARTMENT

April 25, 1983

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 3003 (OCR)

To the General Assembly:

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the Constitution, I
herewith return Assembly Biil No. 3003 (OCR) with my objections and recom=-
mendations for amendment.

The purpose of this bill is to amend Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. to
ensure that New Jersey's Vehicle Weight Enforcement Program is consistent with
federal law. The bill further amends Title 39 to permit the presence of longer
trucks and "double-bottom" vehicles on our Interstate highways in accordance
with the mandate of the Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982
(STAA). The STAA and the Appropriations Act of 1982 made several significant
changes in federal law governing the length and width of trucks using the
Interstate system and\other qualifying federal aid highways. Assembly Bill No.
3003 (OCR) would bring New Jersey into conformity with the dimensional ;equire—
ments of this»federal legislation.

Under the federal lcgfélation, states must allow semi-trailers of no less
than 48 feet in length when in a tractor/semi-trailer combination and no less
than 26 feet in length when in a tractor/semi-trailer trailer combination, ﬁore
commonly known as "double-bottoms." The states are also precluded from sctting
an overall length limitation on Cractors,usemi—trailer or tractor/semi—trailer
combinations. Additionally, no state may impose a length limitation on the
tractor pnrtion of truck combinations consisting of a tractor and either one or’
two trailing units because it could have the practical effect of imposiné an
overall iength limitation on these truck combinations. '

In enacting the Surface Transportation Assistance Act, Congress has not
only preempted this and every other state's discretion in determining the
dimensicns of commercial vehicles which can safely travel theiv rqaggf but it
has done so at the threat of losing Federal Highway funds., I am vehemently
opposed to the existence ol these large "double-bottom" vehicles on our high-
ways awd am incenged thal Congress has dictated to the State of New Jersey
dim;nsional limitations which intimidate our motoring public aud threaten their
safety on our highways, It is my intention, therefore, to see to it that New

Jersey's motorists are protected to the fullest extent possible and to ensure
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that our highways and bridges remain durable by complying with the absolute
minimum requircments of the l[cderal legislation. This can only be accomplished
by enacting legislation which makes New Jersey's allowable length limitations
reficctive o) the minimun standards permitted under federal law. |

As suchic | propose that the trailer length limitacion on the "double-
tottom™ vehicles be amended to reflect a 28 foot maximum as opposed to the 28%
foot limit presently in the bill.

In addition, the final printed version of Assembly Bill No. 3003 (OCR)
failed to completely mirror the amendments adopted on the Senate floor regérding
t12 grandfathering provisions for "constructor" vehicles. As such, I have
ixcorporated this missing language into the conditional veto. -

Theretore, | herewith return Assembly Bill No. 3003 (OCR) and recommend..
that it be amended 5§<fo]lows: - I SOp

— Page 8, Section 2, Line 75y: After "feet" delete "six inches"

Page 15, Section 3, Line 24: After "is" insert "operated within an area

that ig 30 miles or less from" ‘ - : C T

Respectfully,

/s/ Thomas H. Kean

GOVERNOR

iseal}l
Attest:

/s/ B. Cary Edwards _
Chiel Counscl



-

Bard. with u{fg\b

Gove Reconrds,
[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY, No. 3003

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

C;;DOO[\')H[\D)—‘

© 0 =1 O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

INTRODUCED JANTUARY 11, 1983

By Assemblymen MARKERT, COWAN, T. GALLO, GILIL,
BRYANT, FELICE and KOSCO

Axn Acr concerning the application and enforcement of the dimen-
sional and weight limitations of certain vehicles or combinations
thereof, and amending R. S. 39:3-20, R. S. 39:3-84, P. L. 1950,
¢. 142 and repealing P. L. 1973, ¢. 273.

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:3-20 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-20. For the purpose of this act gross weight means the
weight of *[both]* the vehicle *[and its]* *or combination of ve-
hicles, including™ load *or contents*. a. The director is authorized
to issue registrations for commercial motor vehicles other than
omnibuses or motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor and
payment of a fee based on the gross weight of the vehicle including
the gross weight of all vehicles in any combination of vehicles of
which the commercial motor vehicle is the drawing vehicle. The
gross weight of a disabled commercial vehicle or combination of
disabled commerecial vehicles being removed from a highway shall
not be included in the calculation of the registration fee for the
drawing vehicle.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a commercial motor vehicle other than an omnibus or
motor-drawn vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof shall
become void on the last day of the eleventh calendar month follow-
ing the month in which the certificate was issued. The minimum
registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds
or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets Ethus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter,
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*__Assembly amendments adopted March 14, 1983,

¥ 3
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Commercial motor vehicles other than omnibuses or motor-drawn
vehicles for which commercial motor vehicle registrations had been
issued prior to the effective date of this act and which expire March
31, 1982 shall be issued commercial registrations which, in the
director’s discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which
date shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for such
registrations shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subsection,

b. The director is also authorized to issue registration for com-
mercial motor vehicles having three or more axles and a gross
weight over 40,000 pounds but not exceeding 70,000 pounds, upon
application therefor and proof to the satisfaction of the director
that the applicant is actually engaged in construction work or in
the business of supplying material, transporting material, or using
such registered vehicle for construction work.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for these commercial motor vehicles shall expire and the cer-
tificate thereof shall become void on the last day of the eleventh
calendar month following the month in which the certificate was
issued.

The registration fee shall be *[$10.00]* *$16.00* for each 1,000
pounds or portion thereof of gross weight including the gross weight
of all vehicles in any combination of which such commercial motor
vehicle is the drawing vehicle. “Constructor” registrations issued
prior to the effective date of this act which expire June 30, 1982 shall
be issued contractor vehicle registrations which, in the director’s
discretion, shall expire on a date to be fixed by him, which date
shall not be sooner than four months nor later than 16 months
following the date of issuance of the registration. The fees for the
registration shall be fixed by the director in amounts proportion-
ately less or greater than the fees established by this subsection.

Such commercial motor vehicle shall be operated in compliance
with the speed limitations of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes and
shall not be operated at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour
when one or more of its axles has a load which exceeds the limita-
tions preseribed in R. 8. 39:3-84.

¢. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for each
of the following solid waste vehicles: two-axle vehicles having a

gross weight not exceeding 42,000 pounds; tandem three-axle and
four-axle vehicles having a gross weight not exceeding 60,000
pounds; four-axle tractor-trailer combination vehicles having a

gross weight not exceeding 60,000 pounds. Registration is based

ooy
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upon application to the director and proof to his satisfaction that
the applicant is actually engaged in the performance of solid waste
disposal or collection functions and holds a certificate of conve-
nience and necessity therefor issued by the Board of Public
Utilities.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, every registra-
tion for a solid waste vehicle shall expire and the certificate thereof
shall become void on the last day of the eleventh calendar month
following the month in which the certificate was issued.

The registration fee shall be $50.00 plus $8.50 for each 1,000
pounds or portion thereof in excess of 5,000 pounds.

Solid waste vehicles for which commereial motor vehicles regis-
trations had been issued prior to the effective date of this act and
which shall expire June 30, 1982 shall be issued solid waste regis-
trations which, in the director’s discretion, shall expire on a date
to be fixed by him, which date shall not be sooner than four months
or later than 16 months following the date of issuance of the regis-
tration. The fees for the registration shall be fixed by the director
in amounts proportionately less or greater than the fees established
by this subsection.

d. The director is also authorized to issue registrations for com-
mercial motor-drawn vehicles upon application therefor. The
registration year for commercial motor-drawn vehicles shall be
April 1 to the following March 31 and the fee therefor shall be
$18.00 for each such vehicle.

At the discretion of the director, an applicant for registration
for a commercial motor-drawn vehicle may be provided the option
of registering such vehicle for a period of four years. In the event
that the applicant for registration exercises the four-year option,
a fee of $64.00 for each such vehicle shall be paid to the director in
advance.

If any commereial motor-drawn vehicle registered for a four-year
period is sold or withdrawn from use on the highways, the director
may, upon surrender of the vehicle registration and plate, refund
$16.00 for each full year of unused prepaid registration.

e. Tt shall be unlawful for any vehicle or combination of vehicles

registered under this act having a gross weight, including load or

100 contents, in excess of the gross weight provided on the registration

101 certificate to be operated on the highways of this State.
102 [In the event that a commercial motor vehicle registered under

103 this act is found on a highway in combination with a commerecial

104 motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other state, fed-

105 eral district or Canadian province which imposes registration
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106 weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the drawing
107 vehicle registered under this act shall have a gross weight regis-
108 tration equal to at least one-half of the gross weight of the com-
109 bination of vehicles. If it does not, the operation of said vehicles
110 on the highways of this State shall be unlawful.

111  The 5% allowance provided by section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142
112 (C. 39:3-84.3) shall be applicable as heretofore to all registered
113 weight limitations provided in this section, except that in no event
114 shall the gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles
115 exceed the federal maximum as such may be amended from time
116 to time established for vehicles operated on the National System
117 of Interstate and Defense Highways. In the case of a commercial
118 motor vehicle registered under this act in combination with a
119 eommercial motor-drawn vehicle properly registered in any other
120 state, federal distriet or Canadian province which imposes regis-
121 tration weight fees on such commercial motor-drawn vehicles, the
122 5% allowance shall be applied and added to the registered weight
123 of the drawing vehicle registered under this act. If the resulting
124 sum is equal at least to one-half of the combined gross weight of the
125 mixed combination, then the mixed combination shall be in com-
126 pliance with the registration requirements of this section.}

127  The owner, lessee, bailee or any one of the aforesaid of a vehicle
128 or combination of wvehicles, including load or contents, found or
129 operated on any public road, street or highway or on any public or
130 quasi-public property in this State with a gross weight of that
131 wvehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or cowmtents, in
132 excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of reg-
133 istration for the vehicle or combination of vehicles, pursuant to the
134 provisions of this section shall be *Lfined}* *assessed a penalty of*
135 $50.00 plus an amount equal to $8.50 for each 1,000 pounds or frac-
136 twonal portion of 1,000 pounds of werght wn excess of the weight
137 limitation permitted by the certificate of registration for that vehs-
138 cle or combination of vehicles. A vehicle or combination of vehicles
139 for which there is no valid certificate of registration is deemed to
140 have been registered for zero pounds for the purposes of the en-
141 forcement of this act in addition to any other violation of this Title,
142 but s not deemed to be lawfully or validly registered pursuant to
143 the provisions of this Title.

144  Moneys realized from the increase of the fees for registrations
145 issued pursuant to the provisions of this aet shall be paid into the
146 State Treasury and credited to the General State Fund and avail-
147 able for general State purposes.
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This section shall not be construed to supersede or repeal the
provisions of sections 39:3-84, 39:4-75, or 39:4-76 of this Title.

2. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. a. The following constitute the mawimum dimensional
limits for width, height and *Foverall}* length for any vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load or contents *or any part or
portion thereof*, found or operated on any public road, street or
highway or any public or quasi-public property wn this State. Vio-
lations shall be enforced pursuant to subsection *Lh.J* *(i)* of
section *[4 of this 1983 amendatory act}* *5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142
(C. 39:3-84.3)*.

*The dimensional limitations set forth in this subsection are ex-
clusive of safety and energy conservation devices necessary for
safe and efficient operation of a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
wmeluding load or contents, except that no device excluded herein
shall have by its design or use the capability to carry, transport or
otherwise be utilized for cargo.

Any rules and regulations authorized to be promulgated pursuant
to this subsection shall be consistent with any rules and regulations
promulgated by the Secretary of Transportation of the United
States of America, and shall be in accordance with the provisions
of .the “Admwmastratiwwe Procedure Act,” P. L. 1968, c¢. 410
(C. 52:14B-1 et seq.). In addition to the other requirements of
this subsection and not withstanding any other provision of this
Title, no vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or con-
tenls or any part or portion thereof, except as otherwise pro-
vided by this subsection shall be operated in this State, unless by
special permit authorized by subsection d. of this section with a
dimension the allowance of which would disqualify the State of New
Jersey or any department, agency or governmental subdivision
thereof for the purpose of recewing federal highway funds.

As used herein and pursuant to R. S. 39:1-1, the term ‘“vehicle”
wmcludes, but s not limited to, commercial motor vehicles, trucks,
truck tractors, tractors, road tractors, or omnibuses. As used
herein and pursuant to R. S. 39:1-1, the term “combination of ve-
hicles” includes, but 1s not limated to, vehicles as heretofore desig-
nated, when those vehicles are the drawing or power umit of a
combination of vehicles and motor-drawn vehicles such as, but not
limited to, trailers, semi-trailers, or other vehicles.*

*[(1) No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer
shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside width of
which is more than 96 inches, inclusive of load, or the height of

which exceeds 13% feet, inclusive of load, and no commercial motor
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vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any highway in this
State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds 35 feet either
for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, or 35 feet
either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, except
that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the above
limitations may be operated when a special permit so to operate is
secured in advance from the director. The application for such
permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of
the operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In
computing any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the direetor by rule or regulation.

(2) In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length
dimensions shall be such as the Board of Public Utility Commis-
sioners prescribe, but no outside width in excess of 96 inches shall
be prescribed with respect to one or more highways specified or
otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the Division
of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety
that the proposed width is not unsafe for use on the highways in
this State and (2) of the State Department of Transportation that
the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches, 1s not in conflict with
the requirements of any agency of the United States having
jurisdiction over the National System of Interstate and Defense
Highways authorized by law. No outside width so preseribed shall
be valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the
State of New Jersey or any department, agency or governmental
subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway
funds.

(3) Inthe case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
preseribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of section 39:3-24
of this Title and any such vehicle shall not be operated on any
highway which is part of the National System of Interstate and
Defense Highways or on any highway which has been designated
a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

(4) In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-

trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the

maximum width of the load shall not exceed 10514 inches.
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(5) No commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any combination of vehicles,
shall be operated on any highway in this State, in excess of a total
overall length, inclusive of load, of 55 feet except a vehicle or a
combination of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units
or other articles incapable of dismemberment the total overall
length of which, inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet, but the
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such public utility in the construction, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

(6) Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of
vehicles designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles
may carry a load which exceeds the 55 feet overall length, provided,
however, the total load overhang shall be limited to five feet and
may not exceed three feet at either the front or rear and that the
overhang shall be above the height of the average passenger car.]*

*(1) The maximum outside width of any vehicle or combination
of vehicles, including load or contents of any part or portion thereof,
except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall be no more
than 102 inches; except that the Commissioner of Transportation,
after consultation with the Director of the Division of Motor Vehi-
cles and the Superintendent of State Police, may promulgate rules
and regulations for those public roads, streets or highways or public
quast-public property in this State where it is determined that the
interest of public safety and welfare require the maximum outside
width be no more than 96 inches.

(2) The maximum height of any vehicle or combination of ve-
hicles, including load or contents of any part or portion thereof,

except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall not exceed

T4M 13 feet six wnches.

74N
T4o
74p
T4Q
T4r
74s
74T
74u
Tdv

(3) The maximum overall length of any vehicle, as set forth in
this subsection, including load or contents or any part or portion
thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection, shall not
exceed 35 feet, except that the overall length of a vehicle, including
load or contents or any part or portion thereof, otherwise subject
to the provisions of this paragraph shall not exceed 50 feet when
transporting poles, pilings, structural units or other articles which
cannot be dismembered, dismantled or divided. When a vehicle,
subject to this paragraph, is the drawing or power unil of a com-

T4w bination of vehicles, as set forth in this subsection, the overall

T4x

length of the combination of vehicles, including load or contents or
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74y any part or poriion thereof shall not exceed 62 feet. The provisions
T4z of this paragraph shall not apply to omnibuses or to vehicles which
T4zz are not designed, built or otherwise capable of carrying cargo or
75 loads.

754  (4) The maximum overall length of a motor-drawn vehicle, as
758 set forth in this subsection, including load or contents or any part
75c or portion thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection,
75D shall no exceed 48 feet when operated as part of a combination of
158 vehicles consisting of one motor-drawn vehicle and a drawing or
T5F power wmt vehicle not designed, built or otherwise capable of
756 carrytng cargo or loads, except that the overall length of a motor-
750 drawn vehicle, otherwise subject to the provistons of this paragraph
751 shall not exceed 63 feet when transporting poles, pilings, structural
753 units or other articles that cannot be dismembered, dismantled or
75Kk divided. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to any
75L vehicle or combination of vehicles designed, built and utilized solely
T5M to transport other motor vehicles.

755 (5) No combination of vehicles, mcluding load or contents, con-
T50 sisting of more than two motor-drawn vehicles, as set forth mn this
75¢ subsection, and any other vehicle, shall be found or operated on
75q any public road, street or highway or any public or quasi-public
758 property wn this State.

s (6) The maximum overall length of a motor-drawn vehicle, as
9T set forth in this section, including load or contents or amy part or
15U portion thereof, except as otherwise provided by this subsection,
75v when operated as part of a combination of vehicles consisting of
76w two motor-drawn vehicles and a drawing or power unit vehicle
75x which is not designed, built or otherwise capable of carrying cargo
75y or loads, shall not exceed 28 feet six inches for each motor-drawn
75z vehicle in the combination of vehicles. The provision of this para-
76  graph shall not apply to any vehicle or combination of vehicles
76a designed, built and utilized solely to transport other motor vehi-
768 cles. The Commissioner of Transportation after consultation with
76c the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Superin-
76D tendent of State Police, shall promulgate rules and regulations
7168 specifying those portions or parts of the National System of In-
76r terstate and Defense Highways, Federal-aid Primary System High-
766 ways and public roads, streets, highways, toll roads, freeways or
761 parkways wn this State where combinations of vehicles as described
761 wn this paragraph may lawfully operate.

765 (7) The maximum length and outside width of an omnibus found
76K or operated i this State shall be established by rules and regula-

76L tions promulgated by the Commissioner of Transportation after

T6M consultation with the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles
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76N and the Superintendent of State Police. Unless otherwise specified
760 in the aforesaid rules and regulations the maximum outside width
162 shall be 102 inches, any other dimension established for width in
76@ the aforesaid rules and regulations shall be based upon a determi-
16r nation that operation of an omnibus with a width of less than 102
16s wnches, but no less than 96 inches is required in the interests of
161 public safety on those public roads, streets, highways, toll roads,
16U freeways, parkways or the National System of Interstate and De-
T6v fense Highways in this State specified in the aforesaid rules and
16w regulations, or that operation of an omnibus with a width greater
76x than 102 inches ts not unsafe on those public roads, streets, high-
16y ways, toll roads, freeways, parkways or the National System of
76z Interstate and Defense Highways in this State specified in the
77 aforesaid rules and regulations. _

T7a  (8) The maximum width and length of farm tractors and trac-
778 tion equipment and farm machinery and implements shall be es-
T7c tablished by rules and regulations promulgated by the Director of
T7p the Dwision of Motor Vehicles. The operation of the aforesaid
TTe vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of R. S. 39:3-24 and they
177 shall not be operated on any highway which is part of the National
77a System of Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway
77 which has been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by
M1 law. ,

777 (9) The maximum outside width of the cargo or load of a vehicle
17K or combination of vehicles, including farm trucks, loaded with hay
771 or straw shall not exceed 105 1/2 inches, but the maximum outside
T7v width of the vehicle or combination of vehicles including farm
TTx trucks shall otherwise comply with the provisions of paragraph
770 (1) of this subsection. The Commissioner of T'ransportation after
T7p consultation with the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles
77Q and the Superintendent of State Police may promulgate rules and
TTr regulations establishing a maximum outside width of 102 inches
T77s for the aforesaid cargo or load when operating on those highways
77T where a greater width is prombited by operation of law.

77v  (10) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 6 of
77v this subsection pertaining to length, the Director of the Division
TTw of Motor Vehicles may adopt rules and regulations specifying
77x mazximum length dimenstons for amy wvehicle or combination of
77y vehicles designed, built and utilized solely to transport other motor
17z vehicles.

78 (11) The provisions of this subsection pertaining to length shall
784 not apply to a vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile

788 equipment operated by a public utility, as defined in R. S. 48:2-13,
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when that vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile
equipment 1s used by the public utility in the construction, recon-
struction, repair or maintenance of its property or facilities.* |

b. No vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or con-
tents, found or operated on any public road, street or highway or
any public or quasi-public property in this State shall exceed the
weight limitations set forth in this Title. Violations shall be en-
forced pursuant to subsection *[i.J* *5.* of section *[4 of this 1983
amendatory act}* *5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.3)*.

Where enforcement of a weight limit provision of this Title
requires a measurement of lemgth between axle centers, *[th]}*
*the* distance between axle centers shall be measured to the nearest
whole foot or whole inch, whichever is applicable, and when the
measurement includes a fractional part of a foot equalling six
inches or more or a fractional part of an inch equalling one-half
inch or more, the next larger whole foot or whole inch, whichever
is applicable, shall be utilized. The term “tandem azle” as used wn
this act is defined as a combination of consecutive axles, consisting
of only two axles, where the distance between axle centers is 40
inches or more but no more than 96 inches.

*In addition to the other requirements of this section and mot-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall be operated
in this State, unless by special permit authorized by this Title, with
a gross weight, single or multiple axle weight, or gross weight of
two or more consecutive axles, the allowance of which would dis-
qualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds.*

(1) The gross weight imposed on the highway or other surface
by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
including load or contents, shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the combined gross weight imposed
on the highway or other surface by all the wheels of any one axle of
a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall
be deemed to mean the total [load transmitted to the road by]
gross weight of all wheels whose axle centers are spaced [included
between two parallel transverse vertical planes] less than 40 inches
apart[, extending across the full width of the vehicle].

(2) The [combined] gross weight imposed on the highway or

other surface by all the wheels of all consecutive axles of a vehicle

or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [whose
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104 centers are on or between two parallel transverse vertical planes
105 spaced] shall not exceed 34,000 pounds where the distance between
106 comsecutive axle centers is 40 inches or more, but [less] no more
107 than 96 inches apart[[, extending across the full width of the vehicle,
108 shall not exceed 34,000 pounds].

109  (3) The combined gross weight imposed on the highway or other
110 surface by all the wheels of consecutive axles of a vehicle or com-
111 bination of vehicles, including load or conmtents, shall not exceed
112 22,400 pounds for each single axle where the distance between con-
113 secutive axle centers is more than 96 inches; except that on any
114 highway in this State which is part of, or designated as part of, the
115 National Interstate System, as provided at 23 U. S.C. § 103 (e), this
116 single axle limitation shall not apply and in those instances the
117 provisions of this Title as set forth at R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall
118 apply.

119  (4) The mazimum total gross weight imposed on the highway or
120 other surface by a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load
121 or contents, shall not exceed 80,000 pounds.

122  (5) On any highway in this State which is part of, or designated
123 as part of, the National Interstate System as provided at 23 U. S. C.
124 § 103 (e), the total gross weight, in pounds, imposed on the highway
125 or other surface by any group of two or more consecutive axles of
126 a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents,
127 shall not exceed that listed in the following TABLE OF MAXI-
128 MUM GROSS WEIGHTS, for the respective distance, in feet,
129 between the axle centers of the first and last axles of the group of
130 two or more consecutive axles under consideration; except that in
131 addition to the weights specified in that Table, two consecutive sets
132 of tandem azxles may carry a gross weight of 34,000 pounds each if
133 the overall distance between the first and last azles of the consecu-
134 tive sets of tandem azles is thirty-six feet or more. The gross weight
135 of each set of tandem azles shall not exceed 34,000 pounds and the
136 combined gross weight of the two consecutive sets of tandem axles
137 shall not exceed 68,000 pounds.

138 In all cases the combined gross weight for a vehicle or combina-
139 tion of vehicles, including load or contents, or the mazimum gross
140 weight for any axle or combination of axles of the vehicle or com-
141 bination of vehicles, including load or contents, shall not exceed
142 that which is permitted pursuant to this paragraph or R. §S.
143 39:3-64 b. (2); R. S.39:3-84b. (3); or R. 8. 39:3-84 b. (4) of this

144 qct, whichever is the lesser allowable gross weight.
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TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS
Distance.in feet
between axle centers
of first and last

azles of any group

of two or more con-
secutive axles 2 arles 3axles 4 azles 5 axles 6 axles 7 azles
145 3 22400 22400 22400 22400 22400 22400
146 4 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
147 5 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
148 6 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
149 7 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
150 8 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000 34000
151 9 39000 42500 42500 42500 42500 42500
152 10 40000 43500 43500 43500 43500 43500
153 11 41000 44000 44000 44000 44000 44000
154 12 42000 45000 50000 50000 50000 50000
155 13 43000 45500 50500 50500 50500 50500
156 14 44000 46500 51500 51500 51500 51500
157 15 44800 47000 52000 52000 52000 52000
158 16 44800 48000 52500 58000 58000 58000
159 17 44800 48500 53500 58500 58500 58500
160 18 44800 49500 54000 59000 59000 59000
161 19 44800 50000 54500 60000 60000 60000
162 20 44800 51000 55500 60500 66000 66000
% 163 _ 21 44800 51500 56000 61000 66500 66500
: 164 22 44800 52500 56500 61500 67000 67000
% 165 23 44800 53000 57500 62500 68000 68000
] 166 24 44800 54000 58000 63000 68500 74000
167 25 44800 54500 58500 63500 69000 74500
168 26 44800 55500 59500 64000 69500 75000
? 169 27 44800 56000 60000 65000 70000 75500
170 28 | 44800 57000 60500 65500 71000 76500
171 29 44800 57500 61500 66000 71500 77000
172 30 44800 58500 62000 66500 72000 7?7500
173 31 44800 59000 62500 67500 72500 78000
174 32 44800 60000 63500 68000 73000 78500
175 33 44800 60500 64000 68500 74000 79000
176 34 44800 61500 64500 69000 74500 80000
177 35 44800 62000 65500 70000 75000 80000
178 36 44800 63000 66000 7?0500 75500 80000
179 37 44800 63500 66500 71000 76000 80000
180 38 44800 64500 67500 71500 77000 80000

181 39 44800 65000 68000 72500 77500 80000
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" "TABLE OF MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHTS (Continued)

Distance in feet
between axle centers
of first and last
azles of any group
of two or more con-
secutive azxles 2axles 3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 axles

182 40 44800 66000 68500 73000 78000 806000
183 41 44800 66500 69500 73500 78500 860000
184 42 44800 67200 70000 74000 79000 80000
185 43 44800 67200 70500 75000 80000 80000
186 44 44800 67200 71500 75500 80000 80000
187 45 44800 67200 72000 76000 80000 80000
188 46 44800 67200 72500 76500 80000 80000
189 47 44800 67200 73500 77500 80000 80000
190 48 44800 67200 74000 78000 80000 80000
191 49 44800 67200 74500 78500 80000 80000
192 50 44800 67200 75500 79000 80000 80000
193 51 44800 67200 76000 80000 80000 80000
194 52 44800 67200 76500 80000 80000 80000
195 53 44800 67200 77500 80000 80000 80000
196 54 44800 67200 78000 80000 80000 80000
197 55 44800 67200 78500 80000 80000 80000
198 56 44800 67200 79500 80000 80000 80000
199 57 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
200 58 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
201 59 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
202 60 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
203 61 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
204 62 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
205 63 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
206 64 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
207 65 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
208 66 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
209 67 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
210 68 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
‘211 69 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000
212 70 44800 67200 80000 80000 80000 80000

213  *[(6) In addition to the other requirements of this section and
214 notwithstanding any other provision of this Title, no wehicle or
215 combination of vehicles, including load or contents,J* [commercial
216 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semtrailer] *[shall be operated}*

217[on any highway] *[in this State, unless by special permit autho-
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rized by this Title, with a combined weight of vehicle and load, an
axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of whiech would
disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds.}*

c. The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination may not travel on the public highways more than five
miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-
ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the
nearest exit of such highway hall be added to the five-mile limitation.

d. The Dwrector of the Division of Motor Vehicles may promul-
gate rules and regulations, including the establishment of fees, for
the issuance, at his discretion and if good cause appears, of a special
written permit authorizing the applicant:

(1) To operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles or
special mobile equipment, transporting one piece loads that cannot
be dismembered*, dismantled or divided* wn order to comply with
the weight limitations set forth in this act. The special written
permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the driver
or operator of the vehicle or combination of vehicles or special
mobile equipment for which said permit was issued; and

*(2) To operate or move a vehicle or combtnation of vehicles or
specialiced mobile cquipment, transporting a load or cargo that
cannot be dismembered, dismantled or divided in order to comply
with the dimensional limitations set forth in this act. The special
written permit shall be in the possession of the driver or operator
of the vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile equip-
ment for which the permit was issued; and*

*L(2)1* *(3)* Under emergency conditions, to operate or move
atype of vehicle or combination of vehicles or special mobile equip-
ment of a size or weight, including load or contents, which exceeds
the maximum size or weight limitations specified in this act.

3. Section 3 of P. L. 1950, e¢. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1) is amended to
read as follows:

3. The axle weight limitations [of] as provided at R. S. 39 :3-84b.
shall apply to all vehicles registered in New Jersey subsequent to
March 1, 1950, which have not been registered therein or contracted
for purchase by New Jersey residents prior to that date. The
Igross] weight [and axle load] limitations provided [in] at R. S.
39:3-84b.(1); R. 8.39:3-84b. (2); and R. S.39:3-84 b. (3) relative

g I e YR e e 88
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to maximum gross axle weights; shall not apply to vehicles regis-
tered as ‘‘constructor’’ or ‘‘solid waste’’ vehicles or to a combina-
tion of vehicles of which the ‘‘constructor’’ or ‘ solid waste’’ vehicle
is the drawing vehicle [or to vehicles registered as ‘‘solid waste’”]
as provided [in] at R. S. 39:3-20, except that said limitations shall
apply to vehicles registered as ‘‘solid waste’’ [registered vehicles]
when operated on any highway which is part of the National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways, as provided at 33 U. S. C.
§ 103 (e). The provisions of R. S. 39:3-84 b. (5) shall apply to
vehicles registered as ‘‘comstructor’ or ‘‘solid waste’’ or to a
combination of wvehicles of which the ‘‘comstructor’ or ‘‘solid
waste” vehicle is the drawing vehicle as provided in R. S. 39:3-20%,
except that for any vehicle registered as a “constructor” or any
combination of vehicles of which the drawing vehicle is registered
as a “constructor,” the provisions of R. S. 39:3-84b.(5) shall not
apply provided the vehicle or combination of vehicles is the point
established as a headquarters for the particular construction op-
eration*. Vehicles registered as “constructor” or “solid waste”
or a combination of vehicles of which the “constructor” or “solid
waste” vehicle is the drawing vehicle shall be limited [as] to a
mazximum gross vehicle weight, including load or contents, [by the
allowable gross weight] as shown on the registration certificate
of that vehicle.

4. Section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.3) is amended to
read as follows:

5. a. Any State Police officer or motor vehicle inspector [having
reason to believe that the size or weight of a vehicle and load is un-
lawful] is authorized to require the driver, operator, owner, lessee
or bailee of any vehicle or combination of vehicles found on any
public road, street or highway or on any public or quasi-public prop-
erty in this State to stop and submit the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, including load or contents, to [a] measurement or weigh-
ing [of the same] to determine whether the size or weight of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, is in
excess of that permitted in this Title, by means of [either portable
or stationary scales} measuring or weighing devices or scales ap-
proved and certified by the State Superintendent of Weights and
Measures or his agent. Copies of documents displaying the seal or
certification of the State Superintendent of Weights and Measures
shall be prima facia evidence of the reliability and accuracy of the
measuring or weighing devices or scales utilized in the enforcement
of this Title. The driver, operator, owner, lessee or bailee of a veld-

cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, that is to
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be measured or weighed may be required to drive or otherwise move
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a location, as directed by
the officer or inspector, where the vehicle or combimation of vehicles,
wmcluding load or contents, can be measured or weighed as described
in this section [and may require that such vehicle be driven to the
nearest public scales in the event such scales are within two miles].

b. Whenever [an] the officer or inspector npon measuring or
weighing a vehicle or combination of vehicles, mcluding load or
contents, [and load, as above provided,}] determines that the size
or weight is Lunlawfull n excess of the limits permitted in this
Title, [such} the officer or inspector shall require the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee to stop the vehicle or combination
of vehicles in a suitable place and remain [standing] in that place
until [such} a portion of the load or contents of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles is removed by the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, as may be necessary
to conform or reduce the size or [gross} weight of [such] the vehi-

_cle or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, to [such]}

those [limit] limits as permitted under this act, or permitted by
the certificate of registration for the vehicle or combination of
vehicles, whichever may be lower. All materials so unloaded or
removed shall be cared for by the driver, owner, [or] operator,
lessee or bailee of [such} the vehicle or combination of vehicles, or
duly appointed agent thereof, at the risk, responsibility and liability
of [such]} the driver, owner, [or] operator, lessee, bailee or duly
appointed agent thereof.

¢. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be deemed to be in
violation of the [overweight] weight limitation provision of this
act when, upon examination by [an] the officer or inspector, the
[vehicle’s] dispatch papers for the wvehicle or combination of
vehicles, mcluding load or contents, show it is proceeding from its
last preceding freight pickup point within the State of New Jersey
by a reasonably expeditious route to the nearest available scales or
to the first available scales in the general direction towards which
the vehicle or combination of vehicles has been dispatched, or is
returning from such scales after weighing-in to the last preceding
pickup point.

d. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combunation of vehicles, including load or contents, is in violation
of the [axle] weight limitatioms of this [act] Title as provided at
R.S.39:3-84b. (1); R. 8.39:3-84 b. (2); R. 8. 39:3-84 b. (3); or

R. S.39:3-84 b. (5) relative to maximum gross axle weights, but is

within the [legal} permissible mazimum gross vehicle [maximum]
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weight of this Title as provided at R. S. 39:3-84 b, (4) or R. 8.
39:3-84 b. (5), whichever is applicable, the driver, operator, owner,
lessee, bailee or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to redistribute the weight of the [vehicle’s]
vehicle or combination of vehicles or the load or contents of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles so that no axle [is overweight]
or combination of consecutive axles are in excess of the limits set
by this act, in which event there is no violation.

e. When [an] the officer or inspector determines that a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [or vehicle
and load] is in violation of the height, width or length [restrictions]
limaits of this Title as provided at R. S. 39:3-84a., the driver,
operator, owner, lessee or bailee of [such] the vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles or duly appointed agent thereof, shall be permitted,
before proceeding, to adjust, reduce or conform the vehicle or
combination of wehicles, including load or contents, so that the

vehicle or combination of vehicles, including [vehicle and] load

or contents, are [is] not in excess of [within such] the height,

[weight] width, or length [restrictions] limits set by this act, in
which event there is no violation.

[No arrest shall be made in cases where weight limitations pro-
vided in this section are not exceeded by more than 5%, except that
arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle or
combination of vehicles, including load, exceeds the federal maxi-
mum of 80,000 pounds, or as such may be amended from time to
time.]

*f. The provistons of this subsection shall not apply to a vehicle
or combination of vehicles, including load or comtents, found or
operated on any highway in this State which is part of or desig-
nated as part of the National Interstate System as provided at 23
U.S.C.§103(e). No arrest shall be made or summons issued for
a violation of the weight limitations provided in this act at R. S.
39:3-84b. where the excess weight is no more than 5% of the weight
permitted, provided the gross weight of the vehicle or combination
of vehicles, including load or contents, does not exceed the maxi-
mum gross weight of 80,000 pounds as set forth at R. S. 39:3-84b.
(4)*.

*[f]* *¢.* Any person who [prepares,] presents to [an] the
officer or inspector, or has in his possession, or who prepares false
dispatch papers, that is to say, dispatch papers which do not cor-
respond to the cargo carried, shall be subject to a fine not [exceed-
ing] to exceed $100.00.

*[g.J* *h-* Any driver of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
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96 who fails or refuses to stop and submit the vehicle or combination
97 of vehicles, including Fand] load or contents, to [a] measurement
98 or weighing, as provided in this Title or [who fails or refuses when
99 directed by an officer upon a measurement or weighing of the ve-
100 hicle to stop the vehicle and} otherwise fails fo eomply with the
101 provisions of this seetion, [shall be subject to a fine not exceeding
102 $100.00] *[is a disorderly person and shall be subject to arrest
103 pursuant to the provisions of subsection b. of N. J. S. 20:29-2.3*
103a *shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $200.00.*

104 *[h.J* *i.* The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the
105 aforesaid of any wehicle or combination of vehicles [commercial
106 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-trailer] found or operated
107 on [a] any public road, street or highway or on any public or
108 quasi-public property in this State in violation of the [dimensional
109 restrictions] height, width or length limits as set forth in subsec-
110 tion a. of R. 8. 39:3-84 shall be fined not less than *[$150,007*
110a *$150.00* nor more than $500.00.

111 *[.J* *j.* The owner, lessee, [and] bailee or any one of the
112 aforesard of any vehicle or combination of vehicles [ecommercial
113 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer] found or operated on
114 [a] any public road, street or highway or on any public or quasi-
115 public property in this State with a gross weight of Zhe vehicle
116 [and] or combination of vehicles, including load or contents, [in
117 excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of reg-
118 istration for the vehicle or} in excess of the [gross]} weight limita-
119 tions [imposed]} as provided at subsection b. of R. 8. 39:3-84 or
120 section 3 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1) [by this Title for ve-
121 hicle and load or an axle weight in excess of the axle weight limita-
122 tion imposed by this Title,J shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02
123 per pound for each pound of the total excess weight [if the excess
124 does not exceed] provided the total excess weight ts 10,000 pounds
125 or less, [and] or shall be fined an amount equal to $0.03 per pound
126 for each pound of the fotal excess weight [if the excess weight
127 exceeds] provided the total excess weight is more than 10,000
128 pounds, but in no event shall the fine be less than $50.00.

129  [The owner, lessee and bailee of a truck, road tractor or truck
130 tractor registered under this act and found on a highway in com-
131 bination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any other
132 state or federal district which imposes registration weight fees

133 on such trailers or semitrailers and in violation of the weight
134 limitations of R. S. 39:3-20 shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02
135 for each pound by which one-half of the combined gross weight of
136 all vehicles in the combination, including load, shall exceed the
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137 gross weight registration of the drawing vehicle registered under
138 this act, if the excess is not greater than 10,000 pounds, and $0.03
139 for each pound of the excess if it is greater than 10,000 pounds,
140 but in no event less than $50,00.]

141 *[;.J* *k.* Whenever [it] a vehicle or combination of vehicles,
142 including load or contents, is found [that there is a weight in ex-
143 cess of] to be in violation of any two or more of [said] the weight
144 limitations as provided at subsection b. of R. S. 39:3-84 or section 3
145 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39:3-84.1), the fine [shall be] levied shall
146 be only for the violation involving the greater or greatest excess
147 weight.

1 5. P. L, 1973, e. 273 (C. 39:3-84a) is repealed.

1 6. This act shall take effect on April *[1]* *6*, 1983.




E RELEASE: IMMEDIATE CONTACT: PAUL WOLCOTT
VONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1983

Governor Thomas H. Kean has signed the following bills:

A-3003, sponsored by Assemblyman John W. Markert, R-Bergen, which
amends statutes governing size and weight regulations for trucks. The
amendments establishes maximum allowable welghts, brings State requlrcments
into line with Federal law and restructures the statutes for greater clarity.
The bill was originally the subject of a conditional veto.

A-867, sponsored by Assemblyman Elliott F. Smith, R-Somerset, which

creates a rebuttable presumption that when litter is dropped or thrown from

a vehicle, where there are two or more occupants and it cannot be-.
determined which occupant threw the litter, the registered owner of the
- wehicle, or the driver if the owner is not present, is presumed to be
responsible. The bill originally called for penalty points to be assessed for
littering wviolations. That provision was the subject of a conditional veto
recommendation.

A-1536, sponsored by Assemblyman Christopher J. Jackman, D-Hﬁdson,
which allows licensed lenders under the Small Loan Act and the Secondary
ortage Loan Act to make property insurance available to the borrower for
Or personal property which is security for the loan.

:A-218, sponsored by Assemblyman Byron M. Baer, D-Bergen, which
ents the Radiation Protection Act by prohibiting the transportation or
Asit  storage of high-level radioactive materials in Essex, Bergen,
Middlesex, Union, Camden, Passaic, Mercer and Monmouih counties,
biCh have population densities of more than 1,000 persons per square
The bil was originally the subject of a conditional veto. The
€commended changes in a provision thét would have ihadvertently

the transportation of scientific equipment and materials. He also

~f_change 1o _require transporters to use all av_zuhble modes, as
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REN\Q\JC SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 3015
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY 31, 1983

This bill, released by the committee without recommendation, pro-
poses to amend Title 39 of the Revised Statutes in order to conform
to the requirements of the federal government concerning weight limits
of certain motor vehicles, such as trucks. A table of maximum gross
weights is established for this purpose. The bill also provides for other
changes in statutory language.

Existing law is amended in Section 4 by deleting the requirement
that an officer or inspector must have reason to believe that the size or
weight of a vehicle and load is unlawful before requiring it to stop.
Also, the operator, owner, lessee or bailee of the vehicle, in addition to
the driver, may be required to stop. Other requirements are also
imposed on the driver or owner by Section 4 amendments.

In addition, Section 4 amends existing law by deleting the maximum
fine of $100.00 for violation of Section 5 of P. L. 1950, c¢. 142 (C.
39:3-84.3) and provides for a disorderly persons offense for which the
maximum fine is $1,000.00 and for which a term of imprisonment not

exceeding six months is provided.
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