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ASSEl"lBLY, NOD 3120 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTHODUCED JANUAHY 31, 1983 

By Assemblyman VAN WAGNER 

AN ACT concermng utility cost relief for certain tenants, and 

amending P. L. 1981, c. 210. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Sedion 4 of P. L. 1981, c. 210 (C. 48 :2-29.33) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. Any residential tenant found eligible for the "Tenants Life­

4 line As:slistance Program" shall he entitled to an annual tenants 

5 assistance payment, except as otherwise provided herein, at his 

6 principal residence. No hous:ehold or rental unit, as appropriate, 

7 shall receive more than one tenants assistance payment for any 

8 fiscal year. No household shall receive during the same fisl0al year 
--9	 b6th a tenants assistance payment and a lifeline credit allowed pur­

10 sruant to P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48 :2-29.15 et seq.). The annual 

11 tenants assiJstance payment shall be [$175.00] $200.00. Subject to 

12 the availability of appropriations, the level of assistance shall he 

13 in~.reased to [$200.00] $225.00 beginning in October, [1983] 1984. 

1 2. Tills act shall take effect July 1, 1983. 

STATEMENT 

This bill increases from $175.00 to $200.00 the amount of the 

annual utility cost relief provided to eligible tenants under the 

"Tenants Lifeline As,sistance Progr'am" estabEshed in P. L. 1981, 

c. 210 (C. 48 :2-29.30 et seq.). This increia,se would apply to fi:slcal 

year 1983-84. 

This bill also increases the ass,istance to $225.00 for fiscal year 

1984-85 and each year thereafter subject to the availability of funds. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 3120
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 31, 1983 

By As,semblyman"VAN vVAGNER 

AN ACT concerlllng utility cost relief for certain tenants, and 

amending P. L. 1981, c. 210. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Sedion 4 of P. L. 1981, c. 210 (C. 48 :2~29.33) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. Any residential tenant found eligible for the "Tenants Life­

4 line Assistance Program" shall be entitled to an annual tenants 

5 assistance payment, except as otherwise provided herein, at his 

6 principal residence. No hous1ehold or rental unit, as appropriate, 

7 shall receive more than one tenants assistanee payment for any 

8 fiscal year. No household shall receive during the same fiscal year 

9 both a tenants assistance payment and a lifeline credit allowed pur­

10 suant to P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48 :2~29.15 et seq.). The annual 

11 tenants assistance payment shall be [$175.00] $200.00. Subject to 

12 the availability of appropriations, the level of assistance shall be 

13 increased to [$200.00] $225.00 beginning in October, [1983] 1984. 

1 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1983. 

STATEMENT 

This bill increases from $175.00 to $200.00 the amount of the 

annual utility cost relief provided to eligible tenants under the 

"Tenants Lifeline Assistance Program" established in P. L. 1981, 

c. 210 (C. 48 :2-29.30 et seq.). This increase would apply to fiscal 

year 1983-84. 

This bill also increases the assistance to $225.00 for fiscal year 

1984-85 and each year thereafter subject to the availability of funds. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3120 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 7, 1983 

Assembly Bill No. 3120 il1creases from $175.00 to $200.00 the amounts 

of the annual utility cost relief provided to eligible tenants under the 

"Tenants Lifeline Assistance Program" established in P. L. 1981, c. 210 

(C. 48 :2-29.30 et seq.). This increase would apply to fiscal year 1983-84 

and funding for the increase is recommended in the budget message 

for fiscal year 1983-84. 

This bill also increases the assistance to $225.00 for fiscal year 1984-85 

and each year thereafter subject to the availability of funds. 
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TEL:R~DAY. JULY 7, 1983 

::-;Cl:easc:-s in utility ::Ufeline!1 pl'ogrD.:T1S fer E]C(;l'ly 2:i.G Cisc::.bled hOi:ieo\,;nel'.$ 

<:::-;C 'lE:;-;c.j:ts that he proposed i;l.the Fiscc:J 1'12::"1' 83-84 bUdget. 

The bil~s inc=-·e3.s~ the annus.l electric &nG sas utmt~- bill credit availeble 

to elig:ble resicents from $175 to $200 "this yeal' end to $22'5 in 19S~. The 

program will meaD extra uti1ity bill assistance to about 37, 000 homeo\':ners 

anG 203, 000 tenants. 

T::~ ~ilJ providi;!5 the inc!'e2se for ho;:-;€o\',ners. A-3121, ,'.'2.S sponsored 

by Assemblyman John P. Doyle, D-Oceen. The increase for tenants is 

contained in A-3120. sponsol'ed by Assemblyman Richard Van Wagner, 

D-I\'ioni7louth. 

Both increases a1'e pert of the Go-..-ernor's program for the use of 

Cesino Revenue Fund. monies as proposed in FY 83-84 bUdget. 

I1We must remember that the sG.me economic conditions that make it 

cifficult to operete State government have Ulede life even more difficult for 

thousands of our disadvantaged citizens. II Keen said. uWe must seize every 

opportunity to help make their lives easier." 

liThe Lifeline programs are of vital importance. particularly in this era 

of un?redictable and escaJating ene!.'gy costs. II the Governor said. "For 

m2..Ily people they mea.n the difference between steying wal'm or freezing. or 

be:ng fCJ:ced to choose bet\','een eating and l:ving in the dark. '" 



A- 3 120 c1, d A- 3121 

....
 

The GC\'E:rnol' not<:d: th2t his pr-o?os21 ir!C!liCeS 2.:1 c.GditicJ1""lal i!!crease to-

L I2g}S} [: tion to i;-:-;p}e;::<::!J t tnet fir:[J \';ill be in trc.c'Uced in 

tr~~ future, he said. 

To be eligible for the Lifeline progl"c.:::s a resident must be 650=.° ove!', 

(;!' receivi!1g Social Secul'ity d)sc.tJililY benefits. JnCOl7le limits are $12, 000 

per yec.l' or lESS for 2., sir;g"le individus.l! S15, 000 a yea' 01' less for ~ marri.ec 

and only one aI1nuGl credit may go to a household. Ii both e]ectricity and 

gas are pro'vided by a single utility. the credit is applied to the combined 

ar~nual bills. If two separate utilities supply one custo:ner. the al1Ilual credit 

is div-ioec equally between them. 
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