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SENATE COMMrrTEE SUBSTITUrrE FOR

SENATE, No. 1101

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED JUNF~ 24, 1982

AN ACT establishing a pilot clinic for the spaying and neutering

of dogs and cats·[,r ·and- supplementing Title 4 of the Re­

vised Statutes"L repealing P. L. 1978, c. 120 and making au

appropriation]" .

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Staff'

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. As used in this act:

2 a." Oommissioner" means the Commissioner of Health j

3 b. "Department" means the Department of Health.

1 2. a. There is established in the department a pilot clinic for the

2 spaying and neutering of dogs and cats to determine the practi­

3' cability and feasibility of establishing a Statewide clinic program.

4 b. The commissioner shall establish a pilot clinic at a location

5 where'by the public may have dogs and cats spayed or neutered,

6 as the case may be, in a humane manner by a licensed veterinarian

7 upon payment of the following fees:

8 For spaying female dogs weighing

9 Not more than 40 pounds $25.00

10" 41 to 60 pounds 30.00

11 Over 60 pounds 35.00

12 For neutering male dogs weighing

13 Not more than 40 pounds . . . . . . . 20.00

14 41 to 65 pounds 25.00

'15 Over 65 pounds 30.00

16 For spaying female cats of any weight 20.00

17 For spaying female cats which are

18 pregnant or in heat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

19 For neutering male cats of any weight . . . . . . 15.00
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.

Matter enclosed in Bsterisks or stars hBs been adopted as foUows:
.-Assembly committee amendments adopted November 29. 1982.



2

20 c. The fees shall include immunization of dog's against dis­

21 temper, hepatitis and leptospirosis and the immunization of cats

22 against feline panleucopenia, pneumonitis and rhinotracheitis,

2~ which immunization shall be :~iven at least 10 days prior to surgery

24 on animals not previously immunized.

1 3. a. Any person submitting a dog or cat for spaying 01' neuter­

2 ing pursuallt to this pilot program shall sign a consent form

3 certifying that the person is the owner of the dog or cat or is

4: authorized to present the dog or cat for the above operation.

1) .[b. The eOllsent form shan also contain an agreement to hold the

6 clinic, the State, its agents, servants and c1mployees free from

7 liability for any damages arising from the spaying or neutering

8 of an anima1.]·

!l *[c.]* "lJ.~' l'h~ eornm18slOner shall establish a return date hy

10 which a person sulnnitting an animal for spa~'ing or neutering shall

11 retrieve the animal.

12 *[0..]* ·c.· Failure to rf'trieve the animal shall subject the perS0l1

13 to liahility for the cost of hoard and care of the animal for the

14 period of time the animal is kept at the clinic beyond the return

15 date.

16 *[e.]· ·d.· Failure to retrieve the animal within 15 days of thf

17 return date established pursuant to subsection c. of this section

18 shall be deemed abandonment and the pilot clinic may seek to havEI

19 the animal adopted or may transfer the animal to a shelter for

20 adoption. "----"""~.

1 4. Not less than 180 days subsequent to the establishment of the

2 pilot clinic, the commissioner may recommend to the Legislature

3 any adjustment to the fe9s, established pursuant to section 2 of this

4 act, deemed necessary to ensure the operation of the pilot clinic.

1 5. a. The commissioner may accept funds from any public or

2 private source to help carry out the purposes of this act.

3 b. All fees collected pursuant to ·P. L. 198 c. (now pending

4 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill 1472) or pursWlint to·

5 section 2 of this act, and all moneys received pursuant to subsection

6 a. of this section shall be placed in a special fund to be known as

7 the "Pilot Clinic Fund" which shall be separate from the General

8 State Fund and which shall be used for the purposes established

9 herein.

1 6. Not later than 1 year following the effective date of this

2 act, the commissioner shall submit a written report to the Legis­

3 lature detailing the operation of the pilot program and shall make

4 recommendations concerning the practicability and feasibility of

5 the establishment of additional clinics. The commissioner may
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6 accompany this report with any recommendations for legislation

7 or other action appropriate for adoption or consideration by the

8 Legislature.

1 -[7. There is appropriated to the department from the General

2 State Fund the sum of $95,000.00 to carry out the provisions of

3 this act.r

1 -[8. P. L. 1978, c. 120 (C. 4 :21B-1 et seq.) is repealed.]·

1 ·[9.]- -7.- This aet shall take effect immediately.



SENATE, No. 1101

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTHODUCED lVrAHUTI 1, 1982

By Senators GAGLIANO, DIFRANCl;~SCO, PAOLI~LLA, STOCK­

MAN, LYNCH, LIPMAN, VREELAND, GRAVFjS, DAT/rON,

GREGORIO, SAXrl'ON, LASKIN, DUMON'r, CONNons,

DORSEY, HURLEY, GALLAGHliJH, McMANIMON,

COSTELLO, FORAN and RUSSO

Referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture

AN ACT concerning a pilot program for the establishment of a

spaying and neutering clinic for dogs and cats, supplementing

Title 4 of the Revised Statutes and making an appropriation.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. a. The Commissioner of the Department of Health shall

2 establish a pilot program for the establishment of a clinic at a

3 location to be determined by him whereby members of the public

4 may have dogs and cats spayed or neutered in a humane manner

5 upon payment of the following fees: (1) for spaying of a female

6 dog or cat, $25.00 and (2) for neutering of a male dog or c'at, $15.00.

7 b. The fees shall include immunization of dogs against distemper,

8 hepatitis and leptospirosis and of cats aganist feline panleukopenia,

9 pneumonitis and rhinotracheitis ; the respectin immunizations to

10 be given 10 days prior to surgery on animals not previously so

11 immunized.

1 2. a. Any person submitting a dog or cat for spaying or neuter­

2 ing, pursuant to this pilot program shall sign a consent form

3 certifying under penalty of perjury that the person is the owner of

4 the dog or cat or is authorized to present the dog or cat for the

5 above operation and the person may be required to furnish proof

6 of such ownership or authority.
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7 b. The consent form sball also contain an agreement to hold the

8 clinic, the State, its agents, servants and employees harmless for

9 any damages arising from j he spaying or neutering of an animal

10 or incidental thereto.

11 c. The department shall establish a return date by which a

12 person submitting an animal for the above operation shall pick

13 up the animal or be subject to a reasonable board and care fee to

14 commence the day after the return date. Failure to pick up the

15 animal within 15 days of the return date shall be deemed abandon­

16 ment of the animal and the department may dispose of it by sale

17 or destruction, but no sale shall be made to a research facility or

18 any person acting to procure the animal for a research facility.

1 3. a. The commissioner ma;y accept funds from any public or

2 private source to help carry out the purposes of this act.

~~ b. All fees collected pursuant to section 1 and all moneys received

4 pursuant to subsection a. of thi s section shall be placed in a

5 special fund which shan be separate from the General State Fund.

6 This special fund, together with appropriated moneys, shall be used

7 for the establishing of new clinics and for operational costs.

1 4·. The Commissioner of the Department of Health shall report

2 to the Legislature not later than 2 years after the opening of the

3 clinic on the success of the pilot program accompanying the same

4 with any legislative bills or statements of policy or findings which

5 he may desire to recommend for adoption or consideration by the

6 Legislature.

1 5. 'rile sum of $95,000.00 is appropriated from General State

2 Fund to the Department of Health to carry out the provisions of

3 this act.

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill provides for the establishment of a pilot program for

the establishment of a clinic where dogs and cats may be spayed or

neutered. It also provides for charging a $25.00 fee for spaying

female dogs and cats and $15.00 for neutering male dogs and cats.

The fees are to be used for the operational costs of the clinic and

for establishing new clinics.

The appropriates $95,000.00 for initial funding of the program.
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AN ACT establishing a pilot clinic for the spaying and neutering

of dogs and cats, supplementing Title 4 of the Revised ~tatutes,

repealing P. L. 1978, c. 120 and making an appropriation.

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No. 1101

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ADOPTED JUNE 24, 1982

5 where'by the public may have dogs and cats spayed or neutered,

6 as the case may be, in a humane manner hy a licensed vetBrinal'ian

7 upon payment of the following fees:

8 For spaying female dogs weighing

9 Not more than 40 pounels

10 41 to 60 pounds

11 Over 60 pounds

12 For neutering male dogs weighing

1R Nat more than 40 pounds

14 41 to 65 pounds

15 Over 65 pounds .... ",

16 For spaying female cats of any weight

17 For spaying female cats which are

18 pregnant or in heat

19 For neutering male cats of any weight

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. As used in this act:

2 a.' , Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Health;

3 b. "Department" means the Department of Health.

1 2. a. There is established in the department a pilot clinic for the

2 spaying and neutering of dogs and cats to determine the practi­

3 cability and feasibility of establishing a Statewide clinic program.

. 4 b. The commissioner shall establish a pilot clinic at a location
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20 c. The fees shall include immunization of dogs against dis­

21 temper, hepatitis and leptospirosis and the immunization of cats

22 against feline panleucopenia, pneumonitis and rhinotracheitis,

22 whiC'h immunization sha]) he given at lea:-;t 10 da)'s prior to surgery

24 on animal~ not previously iH\l]lUl1ized.

1 3. a. An)' person suhmitting a dog or eat for spaying or neuter­

2 ing pursuant to this pilot I)Yogram shall sign n consent form

3 eertif.\Tillg that the persall iH the owner of the dog or cat or IS

4 authorized to present the dog or cat for tbe above operation.

;) I,. The eonSPllt form shall alo;o contain lUI agreement to hold the

(; clinic, the State, its agents, Seryallts and employees free from

7 liahility for an~' damages arising from the spaying or neutering

8 of an animal.

~) e. rrhe commissioner shall estalJlish a return date by which a

10 p(~rso]] suhmitting an animal for spaying or neutering' shall retrieve

11 the animal.

12 d. Failure to retrieve the animal shall subject the person to

13 liahility for the cost of hoard and care of the animal for the period

14 of time the animal is kept at the clinic beyond the return date.

15 e. Failure to retrieve tlw animal within 15 days of the return

16 clate establlshed pursuant to subsection c. of this seetion shall be

17 demed abandonment and the pilot clinic may seek to have the

18 animal adopted or may tram:fer the animal to a shelter for

19 adoption.

1 4. Not less than 180 days subsequent to the establishment of the

2 pilot clinic, the commissioner may recommend to the Legislature

3 any adjustment to the fees, established pursuant to section 2 of this

4 act, deemed necessary to ensure the operation of the pilot clinic.

1 5. a. The commissioner may accept funds from any public or

2 private source to help carry out the purposes of this act.

3 b. All fees collected pursuant to section 2 of this act, and all

4 mOl,1eys received pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be

5 placed in a special fund to he known as the "Pilot Clinic Fund"

6 which shall be separate from the General State Fund and which

7 shall be used for the purposes established herein.

1 6. Not later than 1 year following the effective date of this

2 .act, the commissioner shall suhmit a written report to the Legis­

3 lature detailing the operation of the pilot program and shall make

4 rrcommendations concerning the practieahility and feasibility of

5 the establishment of additional clinics. The commissioner may

6 arcompan.v this report with any recommendations for legislation

7 or other action appropriate for adoption or consideration hy the

8 Legislature.
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8. P. 1,. 1078, c. 120 (C. 4: 21B-1 et seq.) is repealed.

9. This act shall take effect immediately.

7. There is appropriated to the department from the General

2 State Fund the sum of $95,000.00 to carry out the provisions of

3 this act.

1

1

1



ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE

S'rA'llbJMlDNT' TO

SENATE. No. 1101

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Thi:,; bill directs the Commissioner of Health to establish a pilot

fll'ognull eOIICC'l'llil!g' a spa~'inp: alld I)('ntrring' elillie for dogs and eats

and sets the fpps for' sllaying fmnah~ eats and clogs andnentering mal('

cats and (logs. The fep 'also covers the imlJlunization against common

<lispases if the allimal has not heen previousl~' so immunized.

Anyone wishing to have their animal spayed or neutered at such a

('linie must certif:-' oWllprship. '11 he Department of Health is directed to

<,stahl ish a l'(~tUl'n date, alld tlIf~ owner is required to retriev<~ their animal

1;-) da~'s followillg the return datt~ or the department may oispos(~ of it

hysale or destruction.

This hi]] also requires the estahlisll1Jlent of a l:ipecial fund to covel'

the operational costs of the program and for <,stahlishillg new clinics

if the progrnm il:i successful. A11 money coll<~cted as fees awl any othel"

donations win constitute the fUlJ(!.

Any animal deemed abandoned shall be disposed of by sale 01' destruc­

tion, provided that no sale would he ma<le to res{~al'ch facilities for

(IXper inlPll tat iOJ I.

The rationale ['or establishing such a elillic, wJlich IS hased on the

snccessful program ill Los Angeles, is to reach those illdivi<luals who

cannot or will not pay private veterinarians spaying fees. If through

this method the number of fertile animals is reduced, it is believed

that there will he fewer animals whidl are "processed" (taken ill, ki1leJ,

placed in new homes or returned to owners) annually hy New Jersey

pounds and shelters at the t,axIlayers expense.

The Committee amended the h111 to delete the exemption from liahility

for damages arising from the sterilization proceoure, restored the right

of a municipality to estahlish its own program at its own discretion and

deleted the $95,000.00 appropriation.
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ADOPTED JUN]J 24, 1982

a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Health;

b. "Department" means the Department of Health.

2. a. There is established in the department a pilot clinic for the

spaying and neutering of dogs and cats to determine the practi­

cability and feasibility of establishing a Statewide clinic program.

b. The commissioner shall establish a pilot clinic at a location

whereby the public may have dogs and cats spayed or neutered,

as the case may be, in a humane manner by a licensed veterinarian

upon payment of the following fees:

For spaying female dogs weighing

Not more than 40 pounds

41 to 60 pounds .

Over 60 pounds .

For neutering male dogs weighing

Not more than 40 pounds

41 to 65 pounds

Over 65 pounds

For spaying female cats of any weight

For spaying female cats which are

pregnant or in heat . . . . . . . . . 25.00

For neutering male cats of any weight 15.00
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in hold-faeed braeketll [thual in the ahov. biD

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
Matter printed in italics thus is new maUer.

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
'"-Assembly committee amendments adopted November 29, 1982.

AN ACT establishing a pilot clinic for the spaying and neutering

of dogs and cats*[,]* *and* supplementing Title 4 of the Re­

vised Statutes*[, repealing P. L. 1978, c. 120 and making an

appropriation]* .

[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE COMMITTJ1Jl£ SUBSTITUTI1J FOR

SENATE, No. 1101

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 ,of New Jersey:

1 1. As used in this act:

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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20 c. The fees shall include immunization of dogs against dis­

21 temper, hepatitis and leptospirosis and the immunization of cats

22 against feline panleucopenia, pneumonitis and rhinotracheitis,

23 which immunization shall be given at least 10 days prior to surgery

24 on animals not previously immunized.

1 3. a. Any person submitting a dog or cat for spaying or neuter­

2 ing pursuant to this pilot program shall sign a consent form

3 certifying that the person is the owner of the dog or cat or is

4 authorized to present the dog or cat for the above operation.

5 *[b. The consent form shall also contain an agreement to hold the

6 clinic, the State, its agents, servants and employees free from

7 liability for any damages arising from the spaying or neutering

8 of an 'animal.]*

9 *[c.]* *b.* The commissioner shall establish a return date by

10 which a person submitting an animal for spaying or neutering shall

11 retrieve the animal.

12 *[d.]" *c.* Failure to retrieve the animal shall subject the person

13 to liability for the cost of board and care of the animal for the

14 period of time the animal is kept at the clinic beyond the return

15 date.

16 *[e.]* *d.* Failure to retrieve the animal within 15 days of the

17 return date established pursuant to subsection c. of this section

18 shall be deemed abandonment and the pilot clinic may seek to have

19 the 'animal adopted or may transfer the animal to a shelter for

20 adoption.

1 4. Not less than 180 days subsequent to the establishment of the

2 pilot clinic, the commissioner may recommend to the Legislature

3 any adjustment to the fees, established pursuant to section 2 of this

4 act, deemed necessary to ensure the operation of the pilot clinic.

1 5. a. rrhe commissioner may accept funds from any public or

2 private source to help carry out the purposes of this act.

3 b. All fees collected pursuant to *P. L. 198 c. (now pending

4 before the Legislatur"e as .Assembly Bill 1472) or pursuant to*

5 section 2 of this act, and all moneys received pursuant to subsection

6 a. of this section shall be placed in a special fund to be known as

7 the "Pilot Clinic Fund" which shall he separate from the Gener,al

8 State Fund and which shall be used for the purposes established

9 herein.

1 6. Not later than 1 year following the effective date of this

2 act, the commissioner shall submit a written report to the Legis­

3 lature detailing the operation of the pilot program and shall make

4 reconunendations concerning the practicability and feasibility of

5 the establishment of additional clinics. The commissioner may
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6 accompany this report with any recommendations for legislation

7 or other action appropriate for adoption or consirleration by the

8 Legislature.

1 "'[7. Th€re is appropriated to the department from the General

2 State Fund the sum of $95,000.00 to carry out the provisions of

3 this act.r

1 *[8. P. L. 1978, c. 120 (C. 4:21B-1 et seq.) is repealed.]'"

1 *[9.]* "'7.* This act shall take effect immedi,ately.



Cr~: ~E OF THE GO'/E RtJOR

CONTACT: PAUL WOLCOTT

,:::,~,~SDAY, H~Y 11, 1983
(I .... V

GOVEr~or Tho~2s H. Keen hes sig~ed the following bills:

5-3215, sponsored by Ste.te Sene tor John H. Dorsey, R-Morris,

;-,~ch C.;nencs the Casino Conflicts of Interest Lew to permit certain
.

sncuses of State employees who have no casino responsibilities to

represent casinos if they. were married during the course of State

5- 1 ]0 1 , sponsored by State Senator S. Thomas Gagliano,

R·I·~onmouth, which establishes a State piiot clinic for the spaying

, .. ,... '''.' ,ere ~,ei,..:e il n; OT cogs anG Cc. ~S a ~ a IO\>.' cost .

.!\-li~?, sponsored by P,ssemblym2n John O. Bennett, R-Monmouth,
-,

\,,'~~ch ;::rcv~ces for e.n cdditional 20-cen: cog registrction tag fee' to

# • • .. ....

-~'''': :~.~ :: !e: c::~~c.

Under ~he Senete bili the De;J2rtrnent of Health is directed

_\.0 es:c.bl~s~ tr-;e p~lot rlinic, 2t w~,ich ~he public iiiey h2ve \heir cat

or doc neuterec for Co fee ranging from 515 to S35, depending on the

size end sex of the aniiiial.

ihe Assembly bill w~uld rcise 2r. estime~ed $116,000 to finance

:nt cost of the clinic.

S-ll.L} , sponso:-ed by St2te Sen~tor Carmen P,. Orechio, D-Essex~

~ic~ provi~es ~~2~ commissioners elec:e~ under the commission form

.,

./

~'c.15h f;;.C:', beci r. their ter:71S one week after

Uncer the previous )c ....' cor.r.r.issioners assumed their
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