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SENATE, No. 1138

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED MARCH 1, 1982
By Senators ORECHIO and FORAN
Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications

AN Acr concerning *commercial®* motor vehicles *and omnibuses®
***[and]*** ***,*** amending R. S. 39:3-84**[*; P. L. 1951,
c. 264; P. L. 1952, ¢. 16; and P. L. 1962, c. 10*]** ***and supple-
menting chapter 3 of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes***.

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. S.39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-
trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside
width of which is more than ***[the federal mazximum of 96]***
***102*** inches, inclusive of load, ***[or as such may be amended
from time to time, or]*** ***except that the Commissioner of
Transportation may, in respect of highways where he considers
that public safety requires it, specify by regulation a lower maxi-
mum width, which shall in no case be lower than 96 wnches. No
commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be
operated on any highway in this State*** the height of which ex-
ceeds 13V feet, inclusive of load, and no commercial motor vehicle,
tractor or trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State,
the extreme overall length of which exceeds 35 feet either for a
two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, or 35 feet either
for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load***[, except
that a]*** ***. No combination of vehicles containing more than
two drawn vehicles, whether trailers or semitrailers, shall be op-
erated on any highway in this State. A combination of vehicles
containing two drawn vehicles may only be operated on those routes
O ctad oo i Tatended o be. ouited 1t the taw. o Bl

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*— Senate committee amendments adopted May 6, 1982.

“*__Senate amendments adopted May 24, 1982.
***__Assembly amendments adopted February 28, 1983.
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and under those conditions as the Commissioner of Transportation
may prescribe, which shall be consistent with any rules and regu-
lations promulgated by the Secretary of Transportation of the
United States of America. The drawn vehicles in such a combina-
nation, whether trailers or semitrailers, shall not exceed 28 1/2 feet
tn extreme overall length, incluswe of load. No tractor-semitrailer
combination shall be operated on any highway in this State, the
sematrailer of which exceeds 48 feet in extreme overall length, in-
clusive of load. A*** vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding
the above limitations may be operated when a special permit so to
operate 1s secured in advance from the director. The application for
such permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the
operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In com-
puting any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not he included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliauces such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the director by rule or regulation.

In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length dimen-
sions shall be such as the *[Board of Public]* [Utility Commis-
sioners prescribe] *[Utilitiesy* *Department of Transportation®
prescribes, but no outside width in excess of ***[96]*** ***109***
inches *[or overall length in excess of 45 feet, excluding bumpers,}*
shall be prescribed with respect to one or more highways specified
or otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public
Safety that the proposed width *[or length]* is not unsafe for use
on the highways in this State and (2) of the State Department of
Transportation that the proposed width, if in excess of ***[96]***
***702*** inches,*[or the proposed length]® is not in conflict with
the requirements of any agency of the United States having juris-
diction over the National System of Interstate and Defense High-
ways authorized by law. No outside width *[or overall length]*
so prescribed shall be valid if the allowance of use of the same
would disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency
or governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds. ***The Commissioner of Transportation
may, i respect of highways where he considers that public safety
requires it, specify by regulation a lower maximum width, which
shall in mo case be lower than 96 inches.***

In the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
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machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
preseribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of *[section]}*
*R. S.* 39:3-24 *[of this Title}* and any such vehicle shall not be
operated on any highway which is part of the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway which has
been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 10514 inches***, except
that the Commaissioner of Transportation may by regulation pre-
scribe a maximum width of 102 inches in the case of certain high-
ways where he determines federal laws and regulations require
iw*,

***Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the di-
rector may adopt regulations specifying maximum length dimen-
sions for any vehicle or combination of vehicles designed, built and

518 used solely to transport other moitor vehicles.***
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***[No commercial motor vehicle [drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any} or combination of
vehicles*[,]* shall be operated on any highway in this State*[,]*
in excess of a total overall length, inclusive of load, of*: a.* [55]}
60 feet for a commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, *[and]* *which shall not exceed
48 feet in length; or b.* 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles
*[except a]* *. A commercial motor vehicle drawing or having
attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles may only be operated
on highways which the Department of Transportation may desig-
nate. The department, within 180 days of the effective date of this
1982 amendatory act, shall promulgate regulations designating on

which highways, if any, such vehicles may operate and shall report

588 to the Senate and General Assembly Transportation and Com-
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munications Committees as to potential safety hazards created by

allowing the operation of such vehicles. A* vehicle or a combina-

58k tion of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units or
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other articles incapable of dismemberment *[the]}* *may exceed
the above limitations but its* total overall length *[of which]}*,
inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet*[, but the}* *. The*
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in

R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by



65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
724
728
72c
72p
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

4

such public utility in the construection, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of vehicles
designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles may
carry a load which exceeds [the 55] *[65]* *60* feet overall
length, provided, however, the total load overhang shall be limited
to 5 feet and may not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear [and
that the overhang shall be above the height of the average
passenger car]. *4 combination of vehicles designed, built and
used to tramsport other motor vehicles may have a total overall
length of 65 feet, provided, however, there shall be no overhang
at either the front or rear.*]***

The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any
one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the gross weight imposed on the
highway by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle shall be deemed
to mean the total load transmitted to the road by all wheels whose
centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes
less than 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the
vehicle.

The combined gross weight imposed on the highway by all wheels
of all axles whose centers are on or between two parallel transverse
vertical plaunes spaced 40 inches, but less than 96 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle, shall not exceed
34,000 pounds.

In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
Withsté.nding any other provision of this Title, no commercial motor
vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and load,
an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would
disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving fed-
eral highway funds.

The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination may not travel on the public highways more than 5
miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-

100 ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the

101
1
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nearest exit of such highway shall be added to the 5-mile limitation.
***2. (New section) The Commissioner of Transportation pur-

suant to the provisions of the “Administrative Procedure Act”
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P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B—1 et seq.) shall adopt any rules and
regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.***

**[*2. Section 18 of P. L. 1952, ¢. 16 (C. 27:12B-18) is amended
to read as follows:

18. (a) No vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project
except upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time
be prescribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful
for any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(b) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(c) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to
endanger life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be
prima facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a
speed not exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the
authority at a reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate
signs giving notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside
or otherwise posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(d) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(e) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the author-
ity as hereinafter provided.

(f) All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at all
times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice or
hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffio
lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights,
signs and signals shall be obeyed uniess a police officer directs

otherwise.
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(g) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking

to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent

with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation
for the control of traffic on any such project, including the designa-
tion of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and con-
sider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accordance
with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the authority
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall insofar as practi-
cable, having due regard to the features of the project and the
characteristics of traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions
of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects.
Regulations govermimg the overall length of commercial motor
vehicles and omnibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that
which is permitted on highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.
No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(h) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
accident resulting in injury or death to any person or damage to
any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the
accident, render such assistance as may be needed, and give his

name, address, and operator’s license and registration number to
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the person injured and to any officer or witness of the injury and
shall make a report of such accident in accordance with law.

(1) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochiloric acid, sul-
furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such
time or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger un-
reasonably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(3) If the violation of any provision of this section or the viola-
tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
sions of this section, would have been a viclation of law or
ordinance if committed on any public road, street or highway in
the municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried
and punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in
such municipality.

(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (j) of this
section, if the violation within the State of the provisions of
paragraph (i) of this section shall result in injury or death to a
person or persons or damage to property in excess of the value
of $5,000.00, such violation shall constitute a [high misdemeanor]
crime of the third degree.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (j) or (k) of this section,
any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
brought in the county district courtf, or any criminal judicial
district court,] or municipal court in the county where the offense
was committed. The rules of the Supreme Court shall govern the
practice and procedure in such proceedings. Proceedings under
this section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the
institution of the proceeding on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
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bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served on a
Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any other
day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the provisions
of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be guided by
the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform penalties
for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic laws
contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

(m) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the
authority adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies
of any such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the
authority by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence
in like manner and equal effect as the original.

(n) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles while
upon any project operated by the authority.

(o) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by
other paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and
every license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended
or revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of
any of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing
of such proposed suspension, revocation or prohibition and the
ground thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers,
practice and procedure established by those provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation
or prohibition.

(p) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public
highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated}**.

**[3. Section 37 of P. L., 1962, ¢. 10 (C. 27:12C-37) is amended
to read as follows:

37. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 26 of this aect,
no vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project except
upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time be pre-
scribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for
any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade

the payment of such tolls.
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(B) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(C) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffie, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to endanger
life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be prima
facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a speed not
exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the authority as a
reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate signs giving
notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside or otherwise
posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(D) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(E) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the
authority as hereinafter provided.

(F) All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at
all times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice
or hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic
lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights, signs
and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs otherwise.

(G) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
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block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for
the control of traffic on any such project, including the designation
of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and consider
the need for and desirability of such regulation for the safety of
persons and property, including the authority’s property, and the
contribution which any such regulation would make toward the
efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accord-
ance with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the
authority pursuant to the provisions of this section shall in so far
as practicable, having due regard to the features of the project and
the characteristics of traffic thereon and except as to maximum or
minimum speed limits, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations
governing the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and
ommnibuses shall mot prescribe a length less than that which is
permitted om highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84. The
authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal any
regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section. No
regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(H) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
incident resulting in injury or death to any person or
damage to any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at
the scene of the incident, render such assistance as may be needed,
and give his name, address, and operator’s license and motor
vehicle registration number to the person injured and to any
officer or witness of the injury and shall make a report of such
incident in accordance with law.

(I) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellae, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
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95 metallic magnesinm, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
96 inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
97 furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
98 arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
99 other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
100 gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such time
101 or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger unreason-
102 ably or as to be likely to endanger unrcasonably persons or
103 property.

104-114 (J) If the violation of any provisions of this section or the viola-
115 tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
116 sions of this section would have been a violation of law or ordi-
117 nance if committed on any public road, street or highway in the
118 municipality in which such violation oceurred, it shall be tried and
119 punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in such
120 municipality.

121  (K) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (J) of this
122 section, if the violation of the provisions of paragraph (I) of this
123 section shall result in injury or death to a person or persons or
124 damage to property in excess of the value of $5,000.00, such viola-
125 tion shall constitute a [high misdemeanor] crime of the third
126 degree.

127 (L) Except as provided in paragraph (J) or (K) of this section,
128 any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
129 not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
130 violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
131 provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
132 ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
133 such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
134 summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
135 brought in the county distriet court or any municipal court in the
136 county where the offense was committed. Proceedings under this
137 section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the insti-
138 tution of the proceedings on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
139 bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served
140 on a Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any
141 other day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the
142 provisions of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be
143 guided by the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform
144 penalties for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic
145 laws contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

146-148 (M) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the author-

‘149 ity adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies of any
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such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the authority
by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence in like
manner and equal effect as the original.

(N) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles
while upon any project operated by the authority.

(0) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by other
paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and every
license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended or
revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of any
of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing of such
proposed suspenson, revocation or prohibition and the ground
thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers, practice
procedure established by the provisions of Title 39 of the
Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation or
prohibition,

(P) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public
highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.J**

**[4. Section 5 of P. L. 1951, c. 264 (C. 27:23-29) is amended
to read as follows:

9. All persons operating vehicles upon any such turnpike project,
or seeking to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not
inconsistent with the other sections of this act, adopted by the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority concerning types, weights and
sizes of vehicles permitted to use any such turnpike project, and
with regulations adopted by the authority for or prohibiting the
parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns and the use of
particular traffic lanes, together with any and all other regulations
adopted by the authority to control traffic and prohibit acts haz-
ardous in their nature or tending to impede or block the normal
and reasonable flow of traffic upon any turnpike projeect; provided,
however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for the
control of traffic on any such turnpike project, including the desig-
nation of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and
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consider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such turnpike
project, and shall determine that such regulation is necessary or
desirable to accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and
that upon or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and
during its continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers
of vehicles by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or other-
wise posted.

The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make,
adopt and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in
accordance with the provisions hereof.

Regulations adopted by the authority pursuant to the provisions
of this section shall insofar as practicable, having due regard to the
features of any such turnpike project and the characteristics of
traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39 of the
Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations gov-
erning the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and omm-
buses shall not prescribe q length less than that which is permitted
on highways n the Stale under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.

No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or
repealer thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until
it is filed with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof
certified by the secretary of the authority.*]**

*[23* **C*s.* 1 eIt ***3.4** This act shall take
effect ***[immediately]*** ***April 6, 1983***.
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SENATE, No. 1138

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 1, 1982

By Senators ORECHIO and FORAN
Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications
AN Acrt concerning motor vehicles and amending R. S. 39:3-84.

BE 11 ENACcTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. S. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-
trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside
width of which is more than the federal maximum of 96 inches,
inclusive of load, or as such may be amended from time to time, or
the height of which exceeds 13% feet, inclusive of load, and no com-
mercial motor vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds
35 feet either for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load,
or 35 feet either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of
load, except that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the
above limitations may be operated when a special permit so to
operate is secured in advance from the director. The application for
such permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the
operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In com-
puting any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the director by rule or regulation.

In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length dimen-

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter,
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sions shall be such as the Board of Public [Ut111ty Commissioners

prescribe] Utilities prescribes, but no outside width in excess of 96

.inches or overall length in excess of 45 feet, excluding bumpers,

shall be prescribed with respect to one or more highways specified
or otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public
Safety that the proposed width or length is not unsafe for use on
the h1ghways in' this State and (2) of the State Department of
Transportation. that the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches,
or the proposed length is not in conflict with the requirements of
any agency of the United States having jurisdiction over the
National System of Interstate and Defense Highways authorized
Ey law. No outside width or owverall length so prescribed shall be
valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the State
of New Jersey or any department, agency or governmental sub-
division thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway funds.

In the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
prescribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of section 39:3-24
of this Title and any such vehicle shall not be operated on any
highway which is part of the National System of Interstate and

Defense Highways or on any highway which has been designated

a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

In the case of commercial motor vehicles, tlallers and semi-
trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105%% inches.

No commercial motor vehicle [drawing or having attached

~ thereto any other such vehicle, nor any] or combination of vehicles,

shall be operated on any highway in this State, in excess of a total

' _ovéra.ll length, ineclusive of load, of [55] 60 feet for a commercial
. motor vehicle drawing or having attached tkeréto any other such

wehicle, and 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle drawing or

having attached thereto twq motor drawn v_ehicles except a v_ehiclé
or a, combination of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural
units or other articles incapable of dismemberment the total overall
length of which, inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet, but the
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. 8. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such public utility in the construetion, reconstruction, repair or

maintenance of its property or facilities.
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"Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of vehicles

‘designed; built and used to transport other motor vehicles' may

carry a load which exceeds [the 55] 65 feet overall length, provided,
however, the total load overhang shall he limited to'5 feet and may
not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear [and that the overhang
shall be above the height of the average passenger car].

The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any
one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the gross weight imposed on the
highway by thie wheels of any one axle of a vehicle shall be deemed
to mean the total load transmitted to the road by all wheels whose
ceuters are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes
less than 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the
vehicle.

The combined gross weight imposed on the highway by all wheels
of all axles whose centers are on or between two parallel transverse
vertical planes spaced 40 inches, but less than 96 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle, shall not exceed
34,000 pounds.

In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, 10 commercial motor
vehiele, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and load,
an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would
disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving fed-
eral highway funds.

The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination mayv not travel on the public highways more than 5
miles from the point where such disablement oceurred. If the dis-
ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the
nearest exit of such highway shall be added to the 5-mile limitation.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
The vehicle length laws of New Jersey effectively cause the State
to act as a roadblock to interstate comierce by prohibiting longer
commercial vehicles that are proven safe and productive. At the

same time, the present laws cause an undue hardship on the truck-
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ing industry in New Jersey. The bill would bring New Jersey
vehiele length laws in uniformity with those of surrounding states
and with those in 42 other states in America. The bill would also
erase the existing economic hardship to truek transportation in the
State. Manufacturers in the State would be better served with
reduced eost for transport operations, thereby making possible

savings for consumers. The State overall would benefit from a

healthy and profitable major industry.




ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1138

[Seconp Orriciar. Copy REepmiNT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 13, 1982

This bill permits a commercial motor vehicle to operate on the high-
ways in this State provided that its total overall length is no longer
than 60 feet, instead of the current limit of 55 feet. The hill also stip-
ulates that the trailer portion of the vehicle shall not exceed 48 feet
in length. In addition, the bill permits a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles to operate
upon those highways in the State which the Department of Trans-
portation may designate provided that its total overall length is no
longer than 65 feet. Furthermore, the legislation allows a combination
of vehicles designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles
to have a total overall length of 65 feet or in cases where the overall
length is 60 feet a total load overhang is permitted of up to five feet
and the overhang may not exceed three feet at either the front or rear.
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INTRODUCED MARCH 1, 1982
By Senators ORECHIO and FORAN
Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications

A~ Acr concerning *commercial* motor vehicles *and omnibuses*
and amending R. S. 39:3-84*; P. L. 1951, c. 264; P. L. 1952, c. 16;
and P. L. 1962, c. 10*.

Be 1 enxacrep by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. No commereial motor vehiele, tractor, trailer or semi-
trailer shall be operated ou any highway in this State the outside
width of which is more than the federal maximum of 96 inches,
inelusive of load. or as such may be amended from time to time, or
the height of which exceeds 13% feet, inclusive of load, and no com-
mercial motor vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds
35 feet either for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load,
or 35 feet either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of
load, except that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the
above limitations may be operated when a special permit so to
operate is seeured in advance from the director. The application for
such perniit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the
operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In com-
puting any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations

established by the direetor by rule or regulation.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*__Senate committee amendments adopted May 6, 1982,
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In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length dimen-
sions shall be such as the *[Board of Public]* [Utility Commis-
sioners prescribe] *[Utilities]* *Department of Transportation®
prescribes, but no outside width in excess of 96 inches *[or
overall length in excess of 45 feet, excluding bumpers,]* shall
be prescribed with respect to one or more highways specified
or otherwise deseribed except upon certifications, (1) of the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Publie
Safety that the proposed width *[or length}* is not unsafe for use
on the highways in this State and (2) of the State Department of
Transportation that the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches,
*[or the proposed length]* is not in conflict with the requirements
of any agency of the United States having jurisdiction over the
National System of Interstate and Defense Highwayvs authorized
by law. No outside width *[or overall length§* so prescribed shall
be valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the
State of New Jersey or any deparfment, agency or governmental
subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway
funds.

Tn the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
preseribe hy uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of *[section]*
*R. S.* 39:3-24 *[[of this Title]* and any such vehicle shall not he
operated on any highway which is part of the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway which has
been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

Tn the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105%% inches.

No commercial motor vehicle [drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any] or combination of
vehicles*[,§* shall be operated on any highway in this State*[,J*
in excess of a total overall length, inclusive of load, of*: a.* [55]
60 feet for a commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, *[and]* *which shall not exceed
48 feet in length; or b.* 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles
*[except a]* *. 4 commercial motor vehicle drawing or having
attached thereto two motor drgwn vehicles may only be operated
on highways which the Department of Transportation may desig-

nate. The department, within 180 days of the effective date of this
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98¢ 1982 amendatory act, shall promulgate regulations designating on

58a which highways, if any, such vehicles may operate and shall report

98m to the Senate and General Assembly Tramsportation and Com-

581
587

munications Committees as to potential safety hazards created by

allowing the operation of such vehicles. A* vehicle or a combina-

08k tion of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units or
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other articles incapable of dismemberment *[the]* *may ezceed
the above limitations but its* total overall length *[of which]*,
inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet*[, but the]* *. The*
provisious of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. 3. 48:2-13 whieh vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such publie utility in the construction, reconstruction, repair or
naintenance of its property or facilities.

Notwithstanding the above lmitations, a combination of vehicles
designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles may
carry a load which exceeds [the 55} *[65]* *60* feet overall
length, provided, however, the total load overhang shall be limited
to 5 feet and may not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear [and
that the overhang shall be above the height of the average
passenger car}. *4 combination of vehicles designed, built and
used to transport other motor vehicles may have a total overall
length of 65 feet, provided, however, there shall be mo overhamg
at either the fromt or rear.™

The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any
one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the gross weight imposed on the
highway by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle shall be deented
to mean the total load transmitted to the road by all wheels whose
centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes
less than 40 inches apart, extending aeross the full width of the
vehicle.

The combined gross weight imposed on the highway by all wheels
of all axles whose centers are on or between two parallel transverse
vertical planes spaced 40 inches, but less than 96 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle, shall not exceed
34,000 pounds.

In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no commercial motor
vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and load,
an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would

disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
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governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving fed-
eral highway funds.

The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination may not travel on the public highways more than 5

miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-

100 ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the

101 nearest exit of such highway shall be added to the 5-mile limitation.
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*2. Section 18 of P. L. 1952, ¢. 16 (C. 27:12B-18) is amended to
read as follows:

18. (a) No vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project
except upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time
be prescribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful
for any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(b) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any mnarcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(c) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a carefu_l and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to
endanger life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be
prima facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a
speed not exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the
authority at a reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate
signs giving notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside
or otherwise posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(d) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for

safe operation thereof.

(e) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
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~of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the author-

ity as hereinafter provided.

(f) All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at all
times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice or
hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic
lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights,
signs and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs
otherwise.

(g) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation
for the control of traffic on any such project, including the designa-
tion of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and con-
sider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accordance
with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the authority
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall insofar as practi-
cable, having due regard to the features of the project and the
characteristics of traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions
of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects.
Regulations goverming the overall lemgth of commercial motor
vehicles and ommibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that
which is permitted on highways i the State under R. S. 39:5-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal

any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.
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77 No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
78 thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
79 with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
80 by the secretary of the anthority.

81 (h) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
82 accident resulting in injury or death to any person or damage to
83 any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the seene of the
84 accident, render such assistance as may be needed, and give his
85 name, address, and operator’s license and registration number to
86 the person injured and to any officer or witness of the injury and
87 shall make a report of such accident in accordance with law.

88 (1) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
89 1nite, nitroglyeerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
40 other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellae, kerosene,
91 turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
92 liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
93 metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
94 inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydroehloric acid, sul-
95 furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
Y6 arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
97 other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
98 gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such
99 time or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger un-
100 reasonably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
101 property.

102  (j) If the violation of any provision of this section or the viola-
103 tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
104 sions of this section, would have been a violation of law or
105 ordinance if committed on any public road, street or highway in
106 the municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried
107 and punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in
108 such municipality.

109 (k) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (j) of this
110 section, if the violation within the State of the provisions of
111 paragraph (1) of this section shall result in injury or death to a
112 person or persons or damage to property in excess of the value
113 of $5,000.00, such violation shall constitute a [high misdemeanor]
114 erime of the thard degree.

115 (1) Except as provided in paragraph (j) or (k) of this section,
116 any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
117 not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
118 violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the

119 provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
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ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
brought in the county distriet courtf, or any eriminal judicial
distriet court,] or municipal court in the county where the offense
was committed. The rules of the Supreme Court shall govern the
practice and procedure in such proceedings. Proceedings under
this section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the
institution of the proceeding on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served on a
Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any other
day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the provisions
of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be guided by
the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform penalties
for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic laws
contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

(m) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the
authority adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies
of any such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the
authority by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence
in like manner and equal effect as the original.

(n) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles while
upon any project operated by the authority.

(o) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by
other paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and
every license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended
or revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of
any of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing

of such proposed suspension, revocation or prohibition and the

. ground thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers,

practice and procedure established by those provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation
or prohibition.

(p) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public

highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
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163 shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles

164 on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.

1
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3. Section 37 of P. L. 1962, ¢. 10 (C. 27:12C-37) is amended to
read as follows:

37. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 26 of this act,
no vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project except
upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time be pre-
seribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for
any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(B) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
nnreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(C) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a ecareful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to endanger
life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be prima
facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a speed not
exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the authority as a
reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate signs giving
notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside or otherwise
posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(D) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(E) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the
authority as hereinafter provided.

(F') All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at
all times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice
or hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffie upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic

Hights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, snch lights, signs
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and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs otherwise.

(G) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regnlations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for

the control of traffic on any such projeet, including the designation

 of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and consider

the need for and desirability of such regulation for the safety of
persons and property, including the authority’s property, and the
contribution which any such regulation would make toward the
efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accord-
a,n‘ce with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the
authority pursuant to the provisions of this section shall in so far
as practicable, having due regard to the features of the project and
the characteristics of traffic thereon and except as to maximum or
minimum speed limits, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations
governing the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and
ommibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that which is
permitted on highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84. The
authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal any
regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section. No
regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer

thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed

‘with the Secretary of State, by the ﬁling of a copy thereof certified

by the secretary of the authority. -
- (H) The -operator of any vehiclé upeti-a project involved in an

‘inéident - resulting in ‘injury’ or death’ to’ any- personm or

damage to any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at



97
98
99

10

the scene of the incident, render such assistance as may be needed,
and give his name, address, and operator’s license and motor
vehicle registration number to the person injured and to any
officer or witness of the injury and shall make a report of such
incident in accordance with law.

(I) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, aleohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any

other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed

100 gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such time
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or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger unreason-
ably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

114 (.J) If the violation of any provisions of this section or the viola-
tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
sions of this section would have been a violation of law or ordi-
nance if committed on any public road, street or highway in the
municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried and
punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in such
municipality.

(K) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (J) of this
section, if the violation of the provisions of paragraph (I) of this
section shall result in injury or death to a person or persons or
damage to property in excess of the value of $5,000.00, such viola-
tion shall constitute a [high misdemeanor] crime of the third
degree.

(L) Except as provided in paragraph (J) or (K) of this section,
any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both

such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a

summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be

brought in the county district court or any municipal court in the

county where. the offense was committed. Proceedings under this
section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the insti-
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138 tution of the proceedings on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
139 bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served
140 on a Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any
141 other day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the
142 provisions of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be
143 guided by the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform
144 penalties for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic
145 laws contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.
146-148 (M) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the anthor-
149 ity adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies of any
150 such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the authority
151 by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence in like
152 manner and equal effect as the original.
153  (N) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
154 by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
155 control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles
156 while upon any project operated by the authority.
157  (O) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by other
158 paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and every
159 license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended or
160 revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
161 driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
162 privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
163 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of any
164 of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing of such
165 proposed suspenson, revocation or prohibition and the ground
166 thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers, practice
167 procedure established by the provisions of Title 39 of the
168 Revised Statutes épplicable to such suspension, revocation or
169 prohibition.
170 (P) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
171 regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
172 hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
173 cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public
174 highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
175 shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
176 on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.

1 4, Section 5 of P. L. 1951, e. 264 (C. 27:23-29) is amended to
read as follows:

5. All persons operating vehicles upon any such turnpike project,
or seeking to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not
inconsistent with the other sections of this act, adopted by the
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New Jersey Turnpike Authority concerning types, weights and
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sizes of vehicles permitted to use any such turnpike project, and
with regulations adopted by the authority for or prohibiting the
parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns and the use of
particular traffic lanes, together with any and all other regulations
adopted by the authority to control traffic and prohibit acts haz-
ardous in their nature or tending to impede or block the normal
and reasonable flow of traffic upon any turnpike project; provided,
however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for the
control of traffic on any such turnpike project, including the desig-
nation of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and
consider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such turnpike
project, and shall determine that such regulation is necessary or
desirable to accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and
that upon or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and
during its continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers
of vehicles by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or other-
wise posted.

The authority is hereby authorized a‘n_d empowered to make,
adopt and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in
accordance with the provisions hereof.

Regulations adopted by the authority pursuant to the provisions
of this section shall insofar as practicable, having due regard to the
features of any such turnpike project and the characteristics of
traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39 of the
Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations gov-
erning the overall length of commercial motor vekicles and omn-
buses shall not prescribe q length less than that which is permitted
on highways in the State under R, S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.

No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or
repealer thereof adopted by the authofity shall take effect until
it is filed with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof
certified by the secretary of the authority.*

*[2.]" *5.* This act shall take effect immediately.




[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 1138

[Secoxnp OrriciaL. Cory REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

A\

10
11
11a
118
11c

INTRODUCED MARCH 1, 1982
By Senators ORECHIO and FORAN
Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications

AN Aot concerning *commercial® motor vehicles *and omnibuses*
***[and]*** ***,*** amending R. S. 39:3-84**[*; P. L. 1951,
c. 264; P. L. 1952, c. 16; and P. L. 1962, ¢c. 10¥]** ***and supple-
menting chapter 3 of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes***.

Be 11 evacTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

39:3-84. No commercial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-
trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside
width of which is more than ***[the federal maximum of 96]***
***102*** inches, inclusive of load, ***[or as such may be amended
from time to time, orJ*** ***except that the Commissioner of
Transportation may, in respect of highways where he constders
that public safety requires it, specify by regulation a lower mazxi-
mum width, which shall in no case be lower than 96 inches. No
commercial motor vehicle, tractor, treiler or semitrailer shall be
operated on any highway in this State*** the height of which ex-
ceeds 134 feet, inclusive of load, and no commercial motor vehicle,
tractor or trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State,
the extreme overall length of which exceeds 35 feet either for a
two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load, or 35 feet either
for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load***J, except
that a]*** ***. No combination of vehicles containing more than
two drawn vehicles, whether trailers or semitrailers, shall be op-
erated on any highway in this State. A combination of vehicles

containing two drawn vehicles may only be operated on those routes

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is ot enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italfes thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
* _Senate committee amendments adopted May 6, 1982.
**__Senate amendments adopted May 24, 1982.
***__Assembly amendments adopted February 28, 1983.
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and under those conditions as the Commissioner of Transportation
may prescribe, which shall be consistent with any rules and regu-
lations promulgated by the Secretary of Transportation of the
United States of America. The drawn vehicles in such a combina-
nation, whether trailers or semitrailers, shall not exceed 28 1/2 feet
in extreme overall length, inclusive of load. No tractor-semitrailer
combination shall be operated on any highway in this State, the
semitrailer of which exceeds 48 feet in extreme overall length, in-
clustve of load. A*** vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding
the above limitations may be operated when a special permit so to
operate is secured in advance from the director. The application for
such permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A
special permit issued by the director shall he in the possession of the
operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In coni-
puting any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the
purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-
sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or
chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided
such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations
established by the director by rule or regulation.

In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length dimen-
sions shall be such as the *[Board of Public]* [Utility Commis-
sioners preseribe] *[Utilitiesy* *Department of Transportation®
prescribes, but no outside width in excess of ***[96]*** ***102***
inches *[or overall length in excess of 45 feet, excluding bumpers,J*
shall be preseribed with respect to one or more highways specified
or otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public
Safety that the proposed width *[or leng?h]* is not unsafe for use
on the highways in this State and (2) of the State Department of
Transportation that the proposed width, if in excess of ‘*“[96]‘-““"
***¥102*** inches,*[or the proposed length}* is not in conflict with
the requirements of any agency of the United States having juﬁs-
diction over the National System of Interstate and Defense High-
ways authorized by law. No outside width *[or overall length}*
so prescribed shall be valid if the allowance of use of the same
would disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency
or governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving
federal highway funds. ***The Commissioner of Transportation
may, in respect of highways where he considers that public safety

requires it, specify by regulation a lower maximum width, which
shall in no case be lower than 96 inches.***

In the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
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machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
prescribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of *[section]}*
*R. §.* 39:3-24 *[of this Title]* and any such vehicle shall not be
operated on any highway which is part of the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway which has
been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers including farm trueks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105%% inches***, except
that the Commissioner of Transportation may by regulation pre-
scribe @ maximum width of 102 wnches wn the case of certain high-
ways where he determines federal laws and regulations require
i**,

***Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the di-
rector may adopt regulations specifying maximum length dimen-
sions for any vehicle or combination of vehicles designed, built and
used solely to transport other motor vehicles.***

***[No commercial motor vehicle [drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any] or combination of
vehicles*[,}* shall be operated on any highway in this State*[,]*
in excess of a total overall length, inclusive of load, of*: a.* [55]
60 feet for a commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto amy other such vehicle, *[and}* *which shall not exceed
48 feet i length; or b.* 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles
*[except a}* *. 4 commercial motor vehicle drawing or having
attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles may only be operated
on highways which the Department of Transportation may desig-
nate. The department, within 180 days of the effective date of this
1982 amendatory act, shall promulgate regulations designating on
which highways, if any, such vehicles may operate and shall report
to the Semnate and General Assembly Transportation and Com-
munications Committees as to potential safety hazards created by

allowing the operation of such vehicles. 4* vehicle or a combina-

58k tion of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units or

59
60
61
62
63
64

other articles incapable of dismemberment *[the]* *may ezceed
the above limitations but its* total overall length *[of which]}*,
inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet*[, but the]* *. The*
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
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such public utility in the construction, reconstruection, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of vehicles
designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles may
carry a load which exceeds [the 55] *[65]* *60* feet overall
length, provided, however, the total load overhang shall be limited
to 5 feet and may not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear [and
that the overhang shall be above the height of the average
passenger car]. *4 combination of vehicles designed, built and
used to transport other motor vehicles moy have a total overall
length of 65 feet, provided, however, there shall be no overhang
at either the fromt or rear *J***

The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any
one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the gross weight imposed on the
highway by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle shall be deemed
to mean the total load transmitted to the road by all wheels whose
centers are included hetween two parallel transverse vertical planes
less than 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the
vehicle.

The combined gross weight imposed on the highway by all wheels
of all axles whose centers are on or between two parallel transverse
vertical planes spaced 40 inches, but less than 96 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle, shall not exceed
34,000 pounds.

Tn addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no commercial motor
vehiele, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and load,
an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would
disqualify the State of New Jersev or any department, agency or
governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving fed-
eral highway funds.

The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight velicle
combination may not travel on the public highways more than
miles from the point where such disablement oceurred. If the dis-
ablement occurred on a limited access highway, the distance to the
nearest exit of such highway shall be added to the 5-mile limitation.

***2 (New section) The Commissioner of Transportation pur-

suant to the provisions of the “Administrative Procedure Act,”
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P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.) shall adopt any rules and
regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.***

**[*2. Section 18 of P. L. 1952, c. 16 (C. 27:12B-18) is amended
to read as follows:

18. (a) No vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project
except upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time
be prescribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful
for any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(b) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
ghall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(e) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to
endanger life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be
prima facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a
speed not exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the
authority at a reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate
signs giving notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside
or otherwise posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(d) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a. slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(e) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the author-
ity as hereinafter provided.

(f) All persons operating vehicles upon any projeet must at all
times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice or
hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic

lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights,

signs and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs

otherwise.
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(g) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation
for the control of traffic on any such project, including the designa-
tion of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and con-
sider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accordance
with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the authority
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall insofar as practi-
cable, having due regard to the features of the project and the
characteristics of traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions
of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects.
Regulations governing the overall length of commercial motor
vehicles and omnibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that
which s permitied on highways wn the State under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.
No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(h) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
accident resulting in injury or death to any person or damage to
any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the

accident, render such assistance as may be needed, and give his

name, address, and operator’s license and registration number to
b H
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the person injured and to any officer or witness of the injury and
shall make a report of such aceident in accordance with law.

(1) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
furie acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
arsenic, carbolic acid, potassinm cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
gas, or any radioactive article, subsfance or material, at such
time or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger un-
reasonably or as to be likely to endanger uﬁreasonably persons or
property.

(3) If the violation of any provision of this section or the viola-
tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
sions of this section, would have been a violation of law or
ordinance if committed on any public road, street or highway in
the municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried
and punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in
such municipality.

(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (j) of this
section, if the violation within the State of the provisions of

paragraph (i) of this section shall result in injury or death to a

person or persons or damage to property in excess of the value

of $5,000.00, such violation shall constitute a [high misdemeanor]
crime of the third degree.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (j) or (k) of this section,
any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
brought in the county district court[, or any ecriminal jundicial
district court,] or municipal court in the county where the offense
was committed. The rules of the Supreme Court shall govern the
practice and procedure in such proceedings. Proceedings under
this section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the
institution of the proceeding on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
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bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served on a
Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any other
day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the provisions
of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be gnided by
the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform penalties
for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic laws
contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

(m) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the
authority adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies
of any such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the
authority by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence
in like manner and equal effect as the original.

(n) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles while
upon any project operated by the authority.

(o) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by
other paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and
every license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended
or revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of
any of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing
of such proposed suspension, revocation or prohibition and the
ground thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers,
practice and procedure established by those provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation
or prohibition,

(p) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public
highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated}**.

**I3. Section 37 of P. L. 1962, ¢. 10 (C. 27:12C-37) is amended
to read as follows:

37. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 26 of this act,
no vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project except
upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time be pre-
seribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for

any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade

the payment of such tolls.
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(B) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(C) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to endanger
life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be prima
facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a speed not
exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the authority as a
reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate signs giving
notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside or otherwise
posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(D) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(E) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the
authority as hereinafter provided.

(F') All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at
all times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice
or hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic
lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights, signs
and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs otherwise.

(G) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or secking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
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block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for
the control of traffic on any such project, including the designation
of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and consider
the need for and desirability of such regulation for the safety of
persons and property, including the authority’s property, and the
contribution which any such regulation would make toward the
efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accord-
ance with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the
authority pursuant to the provisions of this section shall in so far
as practicable, having due regard to the features of the project and
the characteristics of traffic thereon and except as to maximum or
minimum speed limits, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39

of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations

governing the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and

omnibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that which is
permitted on highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84. The
authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal any
regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section. No
regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(H) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
incident resulting in injury or death to any person or
damage to any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at
the scene of the incident, render such assistance as may be needed,
and give his name, address, and operator’s license and motor
vehicle registration number to the person injured and to any
officer or witness of the injury and shall make a report of such
incident in accordance with law.

(I) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible

liquids, ammonjum nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered

e e sB




11

95 metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
96 inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
97 furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
98 arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
99 other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
100 gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such time
101 or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger unreason-
102 ably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
103 property.

104-114 (J) If the violation of any provisions of this section or the viola-
115 tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
116 sions of this section would have been a violation of law or ordi-
117 nance if committed on any public road, street or highway in the
118 municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried and
119 punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in such
120 municipality.

121  (K) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (J) of this
122 section, if the violation of the provisions of paragraph (I) of this
123 section shall result in injury or death to a person or persons or.
124 damage to property in excess of the value of $5,000.00, such viola-
125 tion shall constitute a [high misdemeanor] crime of the third
126 degree.

127 (L) Except as provided in paragraph (J) or (K) of this section,
128 any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
129 not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
130 violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
131 provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
132 ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
133 such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
134 summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
135 brought in the county district court or any municipal court in the
136 county where the offense was committed. Proceedings under this
137 section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the insti-
138 tution of the proceedings on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
139 bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served
140 on a Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any
141 other day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the
142 provisions of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be
143 guided by the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform
144 penalties for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffie
145 laws contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

146-148 (M) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the author-

149 ity adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies of any
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150 such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the authority
151 by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence in like
152 manner and equal effect as the original.
153  (N) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
154 by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
155 control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles
156 while upon any project operated by the authority.

157  (0) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by other
158 paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and every
159 license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended or
160 revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
161 driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
162 privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
163 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of any
164 of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing of such
165 proposed suspenson, revocation or prohibition and the ground
166 thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers, practice
167 procedure established by the provisions of Title 39 of the
168 Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation or
169 prohibition,

170 (P) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
171 regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
172 hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
173 cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the publie
174 highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
175 shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
176 on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.J**

1 **[4. Section 5 of P. L. 1951, ¢. 264 (C. 27:23-29) is amended
to read as follows:

[A]

5. All persons operating vehicles upon any such turnpike project,
or seeking to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not
inconsistent with the other sections of this act, adopted by the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority concerning types, weights and

-~ 3 D W

sizes of vehicles permitted to use any such turnpike project, and
with regulations adopted by the authority for or prohibiting the

O o

parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns and the use of
10 particular traffic lanes, together with any and all other regulations
11 adopted by the authority to control traffic and prohibit acts haz-
12 ardous in their nature or tending to impede or block the normal
3 and reasonable flow of traffic upon any turnpike project; provided,
14 however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for the

15 control of traffic on any such turnpike project, including the desig-

16 nation of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and
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consider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such turnpike
project, and shall determine that such regulation is necessary or
desirable to accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and
that upon or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and
during its continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers
of vehicles by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or other-
wise posted.

The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make,
adopt and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in
accordance with the provisions hereof.

Regulations adopted by the authority pursuant to the provisions
of this section shall insofar as practicable, having due regard to the
features of any such turnpike project and the characteristics of
traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39 of the
Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations gov-
erning the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and omn-
buses shall not prescribe a length less than that which is permitied
on highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power fo amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.

No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or
repealer thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until
it is filed with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof
certified by the secretary of the anthority.*J**

o A o A *RR[HRg #aP4x *ru3 2%+ Thig act shall take
effect ***[immediatelyJ*** ***4pril 6, 1983***.
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, Neo. 1138

with Senate committee anmendment

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: APRIL 23, 1982

This legislation concerns connnercial motor vehicles and ommibuses.
As amended by the conunittee, the bill gives the Department of Trans-
portation jurisdictional authotity to preseribe the length of omnibuses
which may be operated on highways in the State.

The bill also sets new length liinits for commercial motor vehicles,
or a combination of vehicles, that may be operated on highways in
New Jersey. As amended, the bill preseribes:

(1) No commereial niotor vehicle or combination of vehicles shall
be operated on any highwayv in this State in excess of a total overall
length, inclusive of load, of 60 for a commercial motor vehicle drawing
or having attached thereto any other such vehicle which shall not
exceed 48 feet in length.

(2) No conimercial motor vehicle or combination of vehicles shall
be operated on any highwav in this State in excess of a total overall
length, inclusive of load, of 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles. Such
vehicles may only be operaled on highways which the Department of
Transportation may designate.

(3) A combination of vehicles designed, built and used to transport
other motor vehiecles may carry a load which exceeds 60 feet in overall
length, provided, however that the total load overhang shall be limited
to 5 feet and may not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear. Such
vehicles may have a total overall length of 65 feet, provided, however,
there shall be no overhang at either the front or rear.

This legislation also provides that the New Jersey Turnpike Autho-
rity, New Jersev Highway Authority and the New Jersey Kxpressway
Authority shall conform to the omnibus and commercial motor vehicle
lengths prescribed under R. S. 39:3-84.

In order to assure legislative oversight, the Department of Trans-
portation shall report to the Senate and Assembly Transportation and
Communications Committees as to potential safety hazards created by
allowing the operation of a commercial motor vehicle drawing or having

attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles.
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SENATE, No. 1138
TATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 1, 1982

By Senators ORECHIO and FORAN
Referred to Commitiee on Transportation and Communications

Ax Act concerning *commercial® motor vehicles *and omnibuses*
and amending R. 8. 39 3-84**{*; P. L. 1951, ¢. 264; P. L. 1952,
¢.16; and P. L. 1962, ¢. 10"Y**.

1 Be v exacTed by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. R. 8. 39:3-84 is amended to read as follows:

2 39:3-84. No commereial motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semi-
3 trailer shall be operated on any highway in this State the outside
4 width of which is more than the federal maximum of 96 inches,
5 inclusive of load, or as such may be amended from time to time, or
6 the height of which exceeds 135 feet, inclusive of load, and no com-

mereial motor vehicle, tractor or trailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State, the extreme overall length of which exceeds
Y 35 feet either for a two-axle four-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of load,

10 or 35 feet either for a three-axle six-wheeled vehicle, inclusive of

11 load, except that a vehicle or vehicle inclusive of load exceeding the

12 abhove limitations may be operated when a special permit so to

13 operate is secured in advance from the director. The application for

14 such permit shall be accompanied by a fee fixed by the director. A

15 special permit issued by the director shall be in the possession of the

16 operator of the vehicle for which such permit was issued. In com-

17 puting any dimensions of a vehicle, or vehicle and load, for the

18 purposes of this section, there shall not be included in the dimen-

19 sional limitations safety appliances such as mirrors or lights, or

20 chains or similar fasteners used for the securing of cargo, provided

21 such appliances or fasteners do not exceed the overall limitations

22 established by the director by rule or regulation.

1 EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
‘ 4 is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italies thus is new matier.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*—Senate committee amendments adopted May 6, 1982.
*4__Senate amendments adopted May 24, 1982,
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In the case of an omnibus the maximum width and length dimen-
sions shall be such as the *[Board of Public}* [Utility Commis-
sioners prescribe] *[Utilities}* *Department of Transportation®
prescribes, but no outside width in excess of 96 inches *[or
overall length in excess of 45 feet, excluding bumpers,J* shall
be preseribed with respeet to one or more highways specified
or otherwise described except upon certifications, (1) of the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public
Safety that the proposed width *[or length}* is not unsafe for use
on the highways in this State and (2) of the State Department of
Transportation that the proposed width, if in excess of 96 inches,
*[or the proposed length}* is not in conflict with the requirements
of any agency of the United States having jurisdiction over the
National System of Interstate and Defense Highwavs authorized
by law. No outside width *[or overall length]* so prescribed shall
be valid if the allowance of use of the same would disqualify the
State of New Jersey or any department, agency or governmental
subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving federal highway
funds.

In the case of farm tractors and traction equipment and farm
machinery and implements, the maximum width and length shall
be such as the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall
prescribe by uniform rules and regulations but the operation of
such vehicles shall be subject to the provisions of *[section]*
*R. S.* 39:3-24 *[of this Title]* and any such vehicle shall not be
operated on any highway which is part of the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway which has
been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by law.

In the case of commercial motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers including farm trucks, while loaded with hay or straw the
maximum width of the load shall not exceed 105V inches.

No commercial motor vehicle [drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, nor any} or combination of
vehicles*[,J* shall be operated on any highway in this State*[,J*
in excess of a total overall length, inclusive of load, of*: a.* [55}
60 feet for a commercial motor vehicle drawing or having attached
thereto any other such vehicle, *[and]}* *which shall not exceed
48 feet in length; or b.* 65 feet for a commercial motor vehicle
drawing or having attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles
*[except a}* *. 4 commercial motor vehicle drawing or having
attached thereto two motor drawn vehicles may only be operated

on kighways which the Department of Transportation may desig-
nate. The department, within 180 days of the effective date of this
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1982 amendatory act, shall promulgate regulations designating on

58¢ which highways, if any, such vehicles may operate and shall report

58u to the Senate and Gemneral Assembly Transportation and Com-

581
587

mumnications Committees as to potential safety hazards created by

allowing the operation of such vehicles. A* vehicle or a combina-

58k tion of vehicles transporting poles, pilings, structural units or
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other articles incapable of dismemberment *[the}* *may exceed
the above limitations but its* total overall length *[of which]*,
inclusive of load, shall not exceed 70 feet*[, but the]* *. The*
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle nor to any
combination of vehicles, operated by a public utility as defined in
R. S. 48:2-13 which vehicle or combination of vehicles is used by
such public utility in the construction, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance of its property or facilities.

Notwithstanding the above limitations, a combination of vehicles
designed, built and used to transport other motor vehicles may
carry a load which exceeds [the 55] *[65]* *60* feet overall
length, provided, however, the total load overhang shall be limited
to 5 feet and may not exceed 3 feet at either the front or rear [and
that the overhang shall be above the height of the average
passenger car]. *4 combination of vehicles designed, built and
used to tramsport other motor vehicles may have a total overall
length of 65 feet, provided, however, there shall be no overhang
at either the front or rear.”

The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any
one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds.

For the purpose of this Title the gross weight imposed on the

- highway by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle shall be deemed

to mean the total load transmitted to the road by all wheels whose
centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes
less than 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the
vehicle.

The combined gross weight imposed on the highway by all wheels
of all axles whose centers are on or between two parallel transverse
vertical planes spaced 40 inches, but less than 96 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle, shall not exceed
34,000 pounds.

In addition to the other requirements of this section and not-
withstanding any other provision of this Title, no commereial motor
vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on any
highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and load,
an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which would

disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department, agency or
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governmental subdivision thereof for the purpose of receiving fed-
eral highway funds.

The dimensional and weight restrictions set forth herein shall
not apply to a combination of vehicles which includes a disabled
vehicle or a combination of vehicles being removed from a highway
in this State, provided that such oversize or overweight vehicle
combination may not travel oun the public highways more than 5
miles from the point where such disablement occurred. If the dis-
ablement oceurred on a limited access highway, thé distance to the
nearest exit of such highway shall be added to the 5-mile limitation.

**[*2. Section 18 of P. L. 1952, c. 16 (C. 27:12B-18) is amended
to read as follows:

18. (a) No vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project
except upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time
be prescribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful
for any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(b) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(¢) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffic, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to
endanger life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be
prima facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a
speed not exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the
authority at a reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate
signs giving notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside
or otherwise posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(d) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or blo¢k the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic éxcept when reduced speed is necessary for

safe operation thereof.
(e) No person shall operate a vehicle 6n any projéct in violation
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of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the author-
ity as hereinafter provided.

(f) All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at all
times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice or
hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon
such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic
lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights,
signs and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs
otherwise.

(g) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of {raffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation
for the control of traffic on any such project, including the designa-
tion of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and con-
sider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accordance
with the provisions hereof. Regulations adopted by the authority
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall insofar as practi-
cable, having due regard to the features of the project and the
characteristics of traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions
of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects.
Regulations governing the overall lemgth of commercial motor
vehicles and ommnibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that
which is permitted on highways n the Statée under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal

any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.
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No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(h) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an
accident resulting in injury or death to any person or damage to
any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the
accident, render such assistance as may be needed, and give his
name, address, and operator’s license and registration number to
the person injured and to any officer or witness of the injury and
shall make a report of such accident in accordance with law.

(1) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
other explosives, gasoline, alecohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
arsenie, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such
time or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger un-
reasonably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

() If the violation of any provision of this section or the viola-
tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
sions of this section, would have been a violation of law or
ordinance if committed on any public road, street or highway in
the municipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried
and punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in
such municipality.

(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (j) of this
section, if the violation within the State of the provisions of
paragraph (i) of this section shall result in injury or death to a
person or persons or damage to property in excess of the value
of $5,000.00, such violation shall constitute a [high misdemeanor]}
crime of the third degree.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (j) or (k) of this section,
any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the

provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
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120 ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
121 such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
122 summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
123 brought in the county district courtf, or any ecriminal judicial
124 district court,] or municipal court in the county where the offense
125 was committed. The rules of the Supreme Court shall govern the
126 practice and procedure in such proceedings. Proceedings under
127 this section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the
128 institution of the proceeding on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
129 bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served on a
130 Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any other
131 day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the provisions
132 of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be guided by
133 the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing uniform penalties
134 for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic laws
135 contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

136 (m) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the
137 authority adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies
138 of any such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the
139 authority by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence
140 in like manner and equal effect as the original.

141 (n) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
142 by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
143 control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles while
144 upon any project operated by the authority.

145 (o) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by
146 other paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and
147 every license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended
148 or revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
149 driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
150 privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
151 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of
152 any of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing
153 of such proposed suspension, revocation or prohibition and the
154 ground thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers,
155 practice and procedure established by those provisions of Title 39
156 of the Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation
157 or prohibition.

158 (p) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
159 regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
160 hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
161 cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public

162 highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
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163 shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles

164 an any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.
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3. Section 37 of P. L. 1962, ¢. 10 (C. 27:12C--37) is amended to
read as follows:

37. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 26 of this aect,
no vehicle shall be permitted to make use of any project except
upon the payment of such tolls as may from time to time be pre-
seribed by the authority. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for
any person to refuse to pay, or to evade or to attempt to evade
the payment of such tolls.

(B) No vehicle shall be operated on any project carelessly or
recklessly, or in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or
without due caution or prudence, or in a manner so as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property, or while the operator thereof is under the influence of
intoxicating liquors or any narcotic or habit-forming drug, nor
shall any vehicle be so constructed, equipped, lacking in equipment,
loaded or operated in such a condition of disrepair as to endanger
unreasonably or to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
property.

(C) A person operating a vehicle on any project shall operate
it at a careful and prudent speed, having due regard to the rights
and safety of others and to the traffie, surface and width of the
highway, and any other conditions then existing; and no person
shall operate a vehicle on any project at such a speed as to endanger
life, limb or property; provided, however, that it shall be prima
facie lawful for a driver of a vehicle to operate it at a speed not
exceeding a speed limit which is designated by the authority as a
reasonable and safe speed limit, when appropriate signs giving
notice of such speed limit are erected at the roadside or otherwise
posted for the information of operators of vehicles.

(D) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project at such
a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for
safe operation thereof.

(E) No person shall operate a vehicle on any project in violation
of any speed limit designated by regulation adopted by the
authority as hereinafter provided.

(F) All persons operating vehicles upon any project must at
all times comply with any lawful order, signal or direction by voice
or hand of any police officer engaged in the direction of traffic upon

such project. When traffic on a project is controlled by traffic

lights, signs or by mechanical or electrical signals, such lights, signs
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and signals shall be obeyed unless a police officer directs otherwise.

(G) All persons operating vehicles upon any project, or seeking
to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not inconsistent
with the other sections of this act, adopted by the authority con-
cerning types, weights and sizes of vehicles permitted to use such
project, and with regulations adopted by the authority for or
prohibiting the parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns
and the use of particular traffic lanes, together with any and all
other regulations adopted by the authority to control traffic and
prohibit acts hazardous in their nature or tending to impede or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic upon such project;
provided, however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for
the control of traffic on any such project, including the designation
of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and consider
the need for and desirability of such regulation for the safety of
persons and property, including the authority’s property, and the
contribution which any such regulation would make toward the
efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such project, and
shall determine that such regulation is necessary or desirable to
accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and that upon
or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and during its
continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers of vehicles
by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or otherwise posted.
The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make, adopt
and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in accord-
ance with the provisions hercof. Regulations adopted by the
authority pursuant to the provisions of this section shall in so far
as practicable, having due regard to the features of the project and
the characteristics of traffic thereon and except as to maximum or
minimum speed limits, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39
of the Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations
governing the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and
ommibuses shall not prescribe a length less than that which 1is
permitted om highways in the State under R. S. 39:3-84. The
authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal any
regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section. No
regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or repealer
thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until it is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof certified
by the secretary of the authority.

(H) The operator of any vehicle upon a project involved in an

incident resulting in injury or. death. to any person or
_damage to any property shall immediately stop such vehicle at.
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85 the scene of the incident, render such assistance as may be needed,
86 and give his name, address, and operator’s license and motor
87 wvehicle registration number to the person injured and to any
88 officer or witness of the injury and shall make a report of such
89 incident in accordance with law.

90 (I) No person shall transport in or upon any project, any dyna-
91 mite, nitroglycerin, black powder, fire works, blasting caps or
92 other explosives, gasoline, alcohol, ether, liquid shellac, kerosene,
93 turpentine, formaldehyde or other inflammable or combustible
94 liquids, ammonium nitrate, sodium chlorate, wet hemp, powdered
95 metallic magnesium, nitro-cellulose film, peroxides or other readily
96 inflammable solids or oxidizing materials, hydrochloric acid, sul-
97 furic acid, or other corrosive liquids, prussic acid, phosgene,
98 arsenic, carbolic acid, potassium cyanide, tear gas, lewisite or any
99 other poisonous substances, liquids or gases, or any compressed
100 gas, or any radioactive article, substance or material, at such time
101 or place or in such manner or condition as to endanger unreason-
102 ably or as to be likely to endanger unreasonably persons or
103 property.

104-114 (J) If the violation of any provisions of this section or the viola-
115 tion of any regulation adopted by the authority under the provi-
116 sions of this section would have been a violation of law or ordi-
117 nance if committed on any public road, street or highway in the
118 muniecipality in which such violation occurred, it shall be tried and
119 punished in the same manner as if it had been committed in such
120 municipality.

121  (K) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (J) of this
122 secetion, if the violation of the provisions of paragraph (I) of this
123 section shall result in injury or death to a person or persons or
124 damage to property in excess of the value of $5,000.00, such viola-
125 tion shall constitute a [high misdemeanor] crime of the third
126 degree.

127 (L) Except as provided in paragraph (J) or (K) of this section,
128 any violation of any of the provisions of this section, including but
129 not limited to those regarding the payment of tolls, and any
130 violation of any regulation adopted by the authority under the
131 provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceed-
132 ing $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or by both
133 ‘such fine and imprisonment. Such a violation shall be tried in a
134 summary way and shall be within the jurisdiction of and may be
135 -bfought in the county district court or any municipal court in the

136 county where the offense was committed. Proceedings under this
137 section may be instituted on any day of the week, and the mstl-:
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138 tution of the proceedings on a Sunday or a holiday shall be no
139 bar to the successful prosecution thereof. Any process served
140 on a Sunday or a holiday shall be as valid as if served on any
141 other day of the week. When imposing any penalty under the
142 provisions of this paragraph the court having jurisdiction shall be
143 guided by the appropriate provisions of any statute fixing nniform
144 penalties for violation of provisions of the motor vehicle and traffic
145 laws contained in Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.

146-148 (M) In any prosecution for violating a regulation of the author-
149 ity adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section copies of any
150 such regulation when authenticated under the seal of the authority
151 by its secretary or assistant secretary shall be evidence in like
152 manner and equal effect as the original.

153  (N) No resolution or ordinance heretofore or hereafter adopted
154 by the governing body of any county or municipality for the
155 control and regulation of traffic shall be applicable to vehicles
156 while upon any project operated by the authority.

157  (O) In addition to any punishment or penalty provided by other
158 paragraphs of this section, every registration certificate and every
159 license certificate to drive motor vehicles may be suspended or
160 revoked and any person may be prohibited from obtaining a
161 driver’s license or a registration certificate and the reciprocity
162 privileges of a nonresident may be suspended or revoked by the
163 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles for a violation of any
164 of the provisions of this section, after due notice in writing of such
165 proposed suspenson, revocation or prohibition and the ground
166 thereof, and otherwise in accordance with the powers, practice
167 procedure established by the provisions of Title 39 of the
168 Revised Statutes applicable to such suspension, revocation or
169 prohibition.
170 (P) Except as otherwise provided by this section or by any
171 regulation of the authority made in accordance with the provisions
172 hereof, the requirements of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes appli-
173 cable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles on the public
174 highways of this State and to vehicles so used, driven or operated
175 shall be applicable to persons using, driving or operating vehicles
176 on any project and to vehicles so used, driven or operated.

1~ 4. Section 5 of P. L. 1951, c. 264 (C. 27:23-29) is amended to
read as follows: '

5. All persons operating vehicles upon any such turnpike project,
or seeking to do so, must at all times comply with regulations, not
inconsistent with the other sections of this act, adopted by the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority concerning types, weights and

(=2 T A S L S
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sizes of vehicles permitted to use any such turnpike project, and
with regulations adopted by the authority for or prohibiting the
parking of vehicles, concerning the making of turns and the use of
particular traffic lanes, together with any and all other regulations
adopted by the authority to econtrol traffic and prohibit acts haz-
ardous in their nature or tending to impede or block the normal
and reasonable flow of traffic upon any turnpike project; provided,
however, that prior to the adoption of any regulation for the
control of traffic on any such turnpike project, including the desig-
nation of any speed limits, the authority shall investigate and
consider the need for and desirability of such regulation for the
safety of persons and property, including the authority’s property,
and the contribution which any such regulation would make toward
the efficient and safe handling of traffic and use of such turnpike
project, and shall determine that such regulation is necessary or
desirable to accomplish such purposes or one or some of them, and
that upon or prior to the effective date of any such regulation and
during its continuance, notice thereof shall be given to the drivers
of vehicles by appropriate signs erected at the roadside or other-
wise posted.

The authority is hereby authorized and empowered to make,
adopt and promulgate regulations referred to in this section in
accordance with the provisions hereof.

Regulations adopted by the authority pursuant to the provisions
of this section shall insofar as praeticable, having due regard to the
features of any such turnpike project and the characteristics of
traffic thereon, be consistent with the provisions of Title 39 of the
Revised Statutes applicable to similar subjects. Regulations gov-
erning the overall length of commercial motor vehicles and omn-
buses shall not prescribe q length less than that which is permitted
on highways i the State under R. S. 39:3-84.

The authority shall have power to amend, supplement or repeal
any regulation adopted by it under the provisions of this section.

No regulation and no amendment or supplement thereto or
repealer thereof adopted by the authority shall take effect until
it is filed with the Secretary of State, by the filing of a copy thereof
certified by the secretary of the authority.*J** _

*2Y¥ **[*5.*Y* **2.** This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT
These amendments eliminate the mandates to
the Highway, Turnpike and Expressway Authorities
to allow ceftain oversize commércial motor ve-

hicles and omnibusSes to use thru roadways.
It is expected that these authorities will conform

to the provisions of this bill by their own regulations.
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