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['THIRD OFFICL\L COpy RRPRIX'TJ 

SENATE, No. 534
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PHF~-FTLED FOH rWl'HODFC'l'TON TN rl'ITT<~ 19S2 SRSSTO),'" 

By Senator DORSEY 

AN ACT providing immunity from liability 10 respond in damage,; 

to persons who pro\-idr. certain services in response 10 certain 

emergencies and supplementing Title 2A of the New Jersey 

Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by thp Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, no 

:2 perSOll who provi(les assistancc*"';<', free of c7wrqc e:rrPJIf for rcim­

2A bursement of pxpenses,*** upon request of any poliep agcll(',~'. 

;~ fire company, first aid, rescue or emergency squad or othcr agency 

4 or unit of government in the event of an accident or other emergency 

;) situation involving the use, handling, transportation, transmission 

() or storage of liquefied petroleum gas or liquefied natural gas shall 

7 be liable in any civil actioll *[to respond in]* "'for* damages as a 

8 result of his acts of commission or omission arising out of and in 

9 the course of his rendering *ass'istaHce* in good faith *[the 

10 assistance]*. Nothing herein shall be deemed to grant immunity to 

11 any persoll causing **such accidents or emergency situatiolls or 

12 anJ/*~' damage U[ as a result]** **res1tltinq thpreft'Oln in the 

] 2A course u of his *[hnsiness]'" **busi'uess';'* activities or ~'~'[hy his]H' 

12B ';"'to 1)e1'SO'1lS who lJy a'~* willful ***[01']*"'* **''',';;';:'<'' wanton ;,;'H'or 

120 grossly l/eqliqent*H ad of COllllllif;Sioll or Omif-lRioll ''''~canse dmnaqe 

12D i'n t'espondiJl.f/ to .,'1/(:11 an,idellts and e1llPI'{!C!/('Y ,~itllations~":;'. 

13 *As used in this act, "person" means an individual, fi1'm or cor­

14 poration with knowlpdge and training in the storage, handling, 

15 transportation, operation and 1dilization of liquefied pett'oleum gas 

16 or liquefied natural gas.* 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enaeted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

--Senate cbmmittee amendments adopted March 29, 1982. 
* *-Assembly committee amendments adopted June 28, 1982• 

.... *-Senate amendments adopted in aceordance with Governor's re('ommenda· 
dons December 13, 1982. 
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SENATE, No. 534 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PREj-FILED FOR TNrt'HODTJC'T'lON TN THE 1982 SESSTON 

By Senator DORSEY 

AN ACT providing immunity from liability to respond in damageR 

to persons who provide certain services in response to certain 

emergencies and supplementing Title 2A of the New .Jersey 

Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, no 

2 person who provides assistance upon request of any police agency, 

:-3 fire company, first aid, rescue or emergency squad or other agency 

4, or unit of government in the event of a.n accident or other emergency 

;) situation involving the use, handling, transportation, transmission 

6 or storage of liquefied petroleum gas or liquefied natural gas shall 

7 be liable in any civil actiou to respond in damages as a result 

S of his acts of commission or omission arising out of and in the 

9 course of his rendering- in good faith the assistance. Nothing 

10 herein shall be deemed to grant immunity to any person causing 

11 damage as a result of his business activities or by his willful or 

12 wanton act of commission or omission. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to provide immunity from civil 

liability-good samaritan immunity-to persons who provide 

assistance to police or other agencies in responding to accidents 

or other emergencies involving liquefied petroleum gas or liquefied 

natural gas. PersonR in the industry work closely with the LP 

Gas Squad of the Division of State Police in responding to such 

emergenCIes. 

This bill would not extend good samaritan immunity to persons 

who cause such emergencies as a result of business activities or to 

persons who willfully or wantonly cause damage in responding 

to such emergencies. 



I I 

ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBUC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITIEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 534 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: .JUNE 28, 1982 

This bill operates on the rationale that persons who have expertise 

in the liquefied gas industry are often called upon by the police and 

other agencies to provide assistance in cases of emergency involving 

liquefied petroleum or liquefied natural gas. This bill would, therefore, 

extend the" good samaritan concept" and grant immunity from civil 

liability to persons who provide such assistance. The Assembly Com­

mittee amendments provide that immunity granted under this bill would 

not extend to persons who cause such emergencies as a result of his 

business activities or to persons who willfully or wantonly cause dam­

age in responding to such emergencies. The term "person" as used 

in the bill means "an individual, firm or corporation with knowledge 

and training in the storage, handling, transportation, operation and 

utilization of liquefied petroleum gas or liquefied natural gas." 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STA.TEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 534 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE -OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MAROH 29, 1982 

This bill operates on the rationale that persons who have expertise 

in the liquefied gas industry are often called upon by the police and 

other agencies to provide assistance in cases of emergency involving 

liquefied petroleum or liquefied natural gas. This bill would, therefore, 

extend the "good samaritan concept" and grant immunity from civil 

liability to persons who provide such assistance. The immunity granted 

under this bill would not extend to persons who cause such emergencies 

as a result of his activities or to persons who willfully or wantonly 

cause damage in responding to such emergencies. The major committee 

amendment defines the term "person" as used in the bill to mean "an 

individual, firm or corporation with knowledge and training in the 

storage, handling, transportation, operation and utilization of liquefied 

petroleum gas or liquefied natural gas." The remainder of the amend­

ments clarified the wording of the bill. 
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~:h•.... "STATE OF NEW JERSEY ~ 
EXH.. lTI\'E DEI'';kT:'-l E\:T 

DeceDber 13, 1982 

SENATE BILL NO. 534 (2nd OCR) 

To the Senate: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey Consti­

tution, I herewith return Senate Bill No. 534 (2nd OCR) with my reco~~endations 

for reconsideration. 

The purpose of this bill is to provide inmunity from civil liability ­

Good Samaritan immunity - to trained persons who provide assistance to police 

or other agencies in responding to accidents or other emergencies involving 

liquefied petroleum gas or liquefied natural gas. Persons in the industry 

often work closely with the LP Gas Squad of the Division of State Police in 

responding to such emergencies. 

This bill would not extend Good Samaritan immunity to persons who cause 

such accidents, emergencies or other damage in the course of business activities 

or to persons who willfully o..r wantonly, cause damage in responding to such 

emergencies. 

I believe that the concept of the bill is generally desirable. LP Gas 

dealers, shippers, transporters, and others are sometimes hesitant to assist in 

liquid gas emergencies because they are fearful of lawsuits if ~nything goes 

....rcr.g. 

I also believe, however, that immunity statutes should be narrowly drawn. 

First, they should not apply to egregious acts. Thus, in this instance, I 

believe that immunity should not'be granted to those who commit grossly negli­

gent acts that cause harm. In fact, the industry itself agrees that it seeks 

ir:l8unity only .. in instances of ordinary negligence and not for c'onduct which 

s~eps into the real~ of the unconscionable. 

Moreover, I believe that it should be made clear that iI:lIllunity attaches 

only for Good Samaritan acts, i.e., those that are provided free of profit. 

Again, the industr:y itself agrees that j't seeks immunity only for volunteer 

services rendered for free or on an expense-only basts. 



I I 

" ,I'; "'. ~.'.' :,,; ..... , ""''''''~$''"' . 4"'-"'''':':';;'':'' ~.,,,,~,',,••,,...:.~,,.,,,"~ ,,",.·,,··i,·c" •. :.'i;-'·"'j,"';',: .... ,- .... ".• -..... ~;,; ••,,,•.,,,;'. ;""" --"-<":'''' ,."., ,:, .";",-~,, ,;:'!:.".-'--,.•..~..... 

. ..,;1' 
, t' 
/' ',.:1 STATE OF NEW JERSEY (~,f" 

" EXrCLTI\'[ UI:I'.,\f(T.\l[:'-:T 

2 

Accordingly, I herewith return Senate Bill No. 534 (2nd OCR) and reco~~end 

th3t it be 2~ended as follows: 

Page 1, Section 1, Line 2: After "assistance" insert ", free of ch<'lrge 

except for reimbursement of expenses," 

Page 1, Section 1, Line 12B: After "willful", delete "or" and insert " , II., 

2fter "wanton" insert lI or grossly negligent" 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Thomas H. Kean 

GOVERNOR 

[seai] 

Attest: 

/s/ W. Cary Edwards 

Chief Counsel to the Governor 
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