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SENATE, No. 653
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1984 SESSION 

By Senators GRAVES, DIFRANCESCO, RAND, WEISS and 

B.-.t\SSANO 

AN ACT concerni11g certain juveniles and the law on pedestrians 

and bicyclists and supplementing Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Notwithstanding tIle provisions of Title 39 of the Revised 

2 Statutes to the contrary, a juvenile under the age of 17 who 

3 commits an act which constitutes a violation of that Title pertaining 

4 to pedestrians and bicycles may be warned of the violation by a 

5 police officer or may be subject to a fine not to exceed $10.00. No 

6 points shall be assessed pursuant to section 1 of P. L. 1982, c. 43 

7 (C. 39 :5-30.5) for these violations. 

1 2. A juvenile convicted' of a violation of Title 39 of the Revised 

2 Statutes pertaining to pedestrians or bicycles, which violation oc­

3 curred on or after January 1, 1983, may petition the sentencing 

4 court for reduction of the sentence in accordance with the provi­

5 sions of this act. The court shall sentence pursuant to the provi­

6 sions of this act unless, for good cause ·shown, it determines that 

7 tIle origillal sentence was proper under the circumstances. 

1 3. Thrs act shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive 

2 to January 1, 1983. 

STATEMENT 

Present law provides that every person operating a bicycle on a 

roadway shall be subject to the duties and penalties applicable to 

motor vehicle drivers as set forth in chapter 4 of Title 39 of the 



Revised Statutes. For example, the minimum. penalty of $50.00 for 

reclrless driving is applicable t.o bicyclists. These motor vehicle 

penalties are stringent as applied to j.uvenile ,bicyclists. Accord­

ingly, this bill provides lor the issuance of warning or a maximum 

fine of $10.00. 



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 653 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: APRIL 30, 1984 

Accordillg to present Ia"T, a person uncleI' 17 years of age 'V}lO vio­

lates the la,vs pertaining to pedestrians and bicycles in chapter 4 of 

Title 39 of the Revised Statutes comes within the jurisdiction of the 

municip,al court a,nd is subject to the same p,enalties as an adult who 

commits the sa,me violation. TIle purpose of this bill is to reduce 

the penalties which nlay currelltly be ill1posed by a municipal court 

against a person under the age of 17 years who violates the laws per­

taining to pedestrians and bicycles. 

Under tllis bill, a perSOll under 17 years of age ,vho violates the laws 

pertaining to pedestria,ns and bicycles may receive a warning from 

a law enforcement officer that a violatioll has been committed or rna}! 

be filled not nlore thaIl $10.00. TIle assesslnent of penalty points against 

that person is prohibited by the bill. 

The bill permits a person under 17 years of age who was convicted 

011 or after January 1, 1983 of violating the laws pertaining to pedes­

tria,ns a,nd bicycles to petition the sentencing court for a reduction of 

the penalty whicll ","'as imposed. A court ,vonld be required to reduce 

a penalty unless, for good cause sho,vn, the court determines that the 

original sentence was proper under the circumstances. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

S,TATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 653 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED,: JANUARY 30', 1984 

Current law places juveniles who violate the laws pertaining to 

pedestrians and bicycles in the jurisdiction of the municipal court. 

Consequently, these juveniles a,re subject to the same penalties as adults 

wl10 commit the same violations: fines as high as $50.00 plus court 

costs, assessment of penalty points, and even imprisonment. 

Senate Bill No. 653 is intended to correct some of the problems re­

sulting from the municipal court's having jurisdiction over these cases 

by lowering the penalties that can be imposed upon a juvenile under 

the age of 17 who violates the laws pertaining to pedestrians and bi­

cycles. 

Section 1 of the bill states that a juvenile who violates the laws per­

taining to pedestrians and bicycles may be warned of the violation by 

a police officer or may be subject to a fine not to exceed $10.00. This 

section also prohibits the assessment of penalty points. 

Section 2 of the bill permits any juvenile convicted on or after Ja,nu­

ary 1, 1983 of violating the la,ws pertaining to bicycles or pedestrians 

to petition the sentencing court for a reduction of the penalty that was 

imposed, in accordance with the lower penalties contained in section 1 

of the bill. The court would be required to reduce the sentence unless, 

for good cause shown, it was determined that the original sentence was 

proper under the circumstances. 
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Governor Thomas H. KeaJl has signed legislation which amends the law 

governip4 penalties for pedestrian and bicycle law violations by juveniles. 

The bill, 8-653, sponsored by State Senator Frank X. G"raves, D-Passaic 1 

sets a penalty of a \varning or a $10 fine for juvenile offendel~s \vho are found 

guilty of pedestrian or bicycle la\v \riolations. Under 'the terms of legislation 

•creating the Family Court) jevenile offenders no\v appear in l\~unicipal Court 

for those type of violations. However) an unforeseen l-'esultof this law was 

that juveniles were thus ~\lbjected to penalties set out in Title 39· (motor 

vehicle stattles). The minimum penalty for most 1'itle 39 violations is $50. 

Although there were few convictions under the lavJ, the theoretical result 

was that eig'ht-year-olds lit/ho ran a stop sign on their bicycle would be subject 

to '$50 filles plus court costs in Niunicipal Court.' 

'The Governor also signed the follo\'ving bills: 

A-1138/S-1212, sponsored by Assemblyman Robert D. Franks) R-Union 

and State Senator Richard J. Codey, D-~ssex~ w11ich abolishes the Controlled 

Dangerous Substances Registry in the Departlnent of Health and requires the 

State Bureau of Identification, operated by the Division of State Police, '\vhich 

keeps identical l-'ec<?r.ds) to pl~ovide CDS information to the courts) prosecutol--S 

and probation officers who request it. T11e CDS registl~)r kept records of 

adult CDS convictiorlS a11d conditional discharges. 

S-39, sponsored by State Senator Laurence \Veiss) D-I\liddlesex t which 

e:{cepts the annual apl)ropriations bill fronl the reviev"Y process of the Capital 

BUdgeting and Planning Comnlission. 
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