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SENATE, No. 2766

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED FERRUARY 28, 1985
By Senators EWING, DTTMONT and FELDMAN
Referred to Committee on Edueation

Ax Acr concerning higher education services for handicapped

students and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Higher
Education Services for Visually Impaired, Auditorily Impaired
and Learning Disabled Students Act.”

2. The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. It is a fundamental aspiration of the people of New Jersey
that individuals are afforded the opportunity to be educated to an
extent consistent with their potential and desire;

b. Accordingly, it is an appropriate act of State government, in
furtherauce of this aspiration, to make available appropriate
support services to those individuals who are able to attend college
by virtue of their potential and desire, but whose educational
progress and success is hampered by conditions of visual impair-
went, auditory impairment or a specific learning disability; and

c. It is the intent and purpose of the Legislature that the imple-
mentation of this act shall significantly improve the access to, and
appropriate supportive services for, collegiate education in the
State for individuals with a speecific learning disability, visual
impairment or auditory impairment who are otherwise able to
attend college; and it is reasonably anticipated that, in addition to
the primary benefits aceruing to individuals who receive direct
services, the implementation of this act will produce significant
benefits in New Jersey for all handicapped individuals, including
inereasing the understanding of handicapping conditions, promoting

research and development of techniques and approaches to offset

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets Lthus) in the above hill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopied as follows:
*__Senate committee amendments adopted May 6, 1983.
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handicapping conditions, and providing for the integration of com-
prehensive supportive services mn imstitutions of higher education.

3. As used in this act :

a. “Auditorily impaired” meaus a hearing impairiment of such
severity that the individual depends primarily upon visual com-
munication.

h. “Competent authority” means any doctor of medicine or any
doctor of osteopathy licensed to practice medicine or surgery in
this State.

c. “Departinent” means the Department of Higher Education.

d. “Kligible student” means any student *admitied to a public
or independent institution of higher education who 1s* suffering
from a visual impairment, auditory impairment or a specific learn-
ing disability within guidelines cxtablished hy the Department of
Higher Education pursuant to regulations promulgated under this
act.

. “Independent institution of higher education” means a college
or university incorporated and located in New Jersey, which by
virtue of law or charaeter or license, is a nonprofit educational
institution authorized to grant academie degrees and which provides
a level of education wlich is equivalent to the education provided
by the State’s public institutions of higher education as attested
by the receipt of and countivuation of regional accrediation by the
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, and which is
eligible to receive State aid under the provisions of the Constitution
of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New
Jersey, but does not include any educational institution dedicated
primarily to the education or training of ministers, priests, rabbis
or other professional persons in the field of religion.

{. “Learning disability” means a significant barrier to learning
caused by a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological
processes involved iu understanding or in using language, spoken
or written, which disordes may wanifest itself in imperfect ability
to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical caleu-
lations. The disorder includes conditions such as perceptual handi-
caps, brain injury, minimal brain dysfuvection, dyslexia, and
development aphasia. This term shall not inelude learning prohleins
which are primarily the result of visual, hearing, or motor handi-
caps, mental retardation, emotional disturbanees, or environniental,
cultural, or econowiic disadvantage.

g. “Program” means the Higher Education Serviees for Visually
Impaired, Auditorily Impaired and Learning Disabled Students

Program established pursuant to this act.
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Li "Publie institution of higher edueation” means Rutgers, The
State University, the New Jersey Institute of Technology, the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, the State
colleges and the couiity colleges.

L. “Support services” or ‘“supportive services” means services
that assist eligible studeiits in obtaining a collegiate education
aud iunclude, but are not limited to, interpretors, note takers, and
tutors.

j. “Visually bupaired” weans a vision hnpairment where the
better eye with correction does not exceed 20/200 or where there
is a field defect 11 the better eve in which the diameter of the field
is no greater than 20 degrees.

4. There is established a Higher Iducation Services for Visually
Impaired, Auditorily and Learning Disabled Students Program
within the Department of Higher Kdueation. The program shall
provide appropriate support services for eligible students attending
a public or independent institution of higher education within the
the State and promote research and development ot techniques
and approaches to offset hasdicapping conditions. *All appropriate
public and private groups, orgaiizalions and agencies shall be con-
sulted wn pieparing progravs and services for these students.*

5. In order for a learning disabled student to qualify as an eligible
student, the student shall submit to the departinent documentation
by a competent authority of the learming disability and that it
results from orgaunic dysfuniction. The authority may eonsult with
colleagues in associated diseiplines in order to prepare the docu-
mentation.

6. The department, through the Chancellor of Higher Fdueation,
shall:

a. linter into agreements with any individual, ageney or publie
or indepeundent institution of higher education iu this State, ander
which the individual, ageney or institution shall undertake to pro-
vide direet support services to eligible students®, provided these
services do not duplicate or replace any services for which these
students are currently eligible*.

b. linter into comntractual agreements with any public or inde-
pendent institution of higher education to establish and maintain
within that institution offices to facilitate the provision and coordi-
nation of support services to eligible students.

¢. Authorize the paynient to those individuals, agencies and
nstitutions as set forth in subsections a. and h. of this section of
funds appropriated or otherwise made available to the department

under this aet or any other law, or from anyv other lawful source.
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" d. Assess; evaluate and review the extent of the visual or auditory

impairments or the learning disabilities which shall qualify stu-
dents for eligibility for services pursuant to the regulations promul-
gated under this act.

e. Develop and coordinate a comprehensive support plan for
elizible students specifying the needs of the eligible students.

. Provide the supportive services outlined in the support plan,
directly or through contractual agreements with individuals, insti-
tutions, agencies and others, as appropriate.

o. Foster awareness of, and sensitivity to, the students’ handicap-
ping conditions through seminars, presentations, bulletins and
other activities for irstruectional, administrative and other staff of
public and independent higher educational institutions.

h. Encourage and facilitate the use of a variety of instructional
materials and methods by disseminating to professional staff of
public and independent institutions of higher education information
on techniques, materials and sources relating to curricular
specialities.

i. Annually review and report to the Governor and the State

" Legislature on the services and activities funded by the department

each year under this act.

7. To assist in fulfilling the duties and respousibilities relating
to this act, the chanecellor shall appoint an advisory board, which
shall be broadly representative of those individuals and organiza-
tions having an active interest in, and acadeniic or practical knowl-
edge and experience of, the abilities and needs of visually impaired,
auditorily impaired and learning disabled students; the methods
arnd technigues of evaluation of handicapping conditions and cur-
vicular support development; including, without limitation, repre-
sentatives from professional organizations, parent/student organi-
zations, institutional administrations, academic personnel, student
personnel services staff, and students. *.4 representative from the
Departments of Labor and [luman Services shall serve on the ad-
visory board.*

8. The chancellor shall adopt rules and regulations pursuant to
the “Administrative Procedure Act,” P. L. 1968, ¢. 410 (C. 52:14B-1
et seq.) to implement the provisions of this act.

9. Tf in any fiseal vear, the funds mmade available under this act
are not sufficient to fully fund all services and activities required
pursuaut to this act, the departinent shail utilize the avaiiable funds
i1t sueh a manmner and for such purposes as it determines will best
meet the needs of eligible students under this act.

10. This act shall take effect immediately.
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“é. Develop and coordinate a comprehensive support plan for
eligible students specifying the needs of the eligible students.

f. Provide the supportive services outlined in the support plan,
directly or through contractual agreements with individuals, insti-
tutions, agencies and others, as appropriate.

g. Foster awareness of, and sensitivity to, the students’ handicap-
ping conditions through seminars, presentations, bulletins and
other activities for instructional, administrative and other staff of
public and independent higher educational institutions.

. Encourage and facilitate the use of a variety of instructional
materials and methods by disseminating to professional staff of
public and independent institutions of higher education information
on techniques, materials and sources relating to -curricular
specialities.

i. Annually review and report to the Governor and the State
Legislature on the services and activities funded by the department
each year under this act.

7. To assist in fulfilling the duties and responsibilities relating
to this act, the chancellor shall appoint an advisory board, which
shall be broadly representative of those individuals and organiza-
tions having an active interest in, and academic or practical knowl-
edge and experience of, the abilities and needs of visually impaired,
auditorily impaired and learning disabled students; the methods
and techniques of evaluation of handicapping conditions and cur-
ricular support development; including, without limitation, repre-
sentatives from professional organizations, parent/student organi-
zations, institutional administrations, academic personnel, student
personnel services staff, and students.

8. The chancellor shall adopt rules and regulations pursuant to
the “Administrative Procedure Act,” P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1
et seq.) to implement the provisions of this act.

9. {f in any fiscal year, the funds made available under this act
are not sufficient to fully fund all services and activities required
pursuant to this act, the department shall utilize the available funds
in such a manner and for such purposes as it determines will best
meet the needs of eligible students under this act.

10. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill would establish the Higher Kducation Services for

Visually Impaired, Auditorily Impaired and Learning Disabled

Students Program within the Department of Iligher Eduecation.
§276¢ (1955 )



S

The program would provide appropriate support services for

eligible students attending a public or independent institution of

higher education within the State and would promote research and

development of techniques and approaches to offset handicapping

conditions. The support services would include, for example, in-
terpretors, note takers, and tutors.

The purpose of this bill is to significantly improve the access to

a collegiate education in this State for individuals with a specifie

learning disability or visnal or auditory impairment who are other-

wise able to attend college.



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2766

with Senate committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 6, 1985

This bill provides for a program of support services to students in
New Jersey colleges who are visually or auditorily impaired or learning
disabled. These services would include such things as tutors, note
takers and interpreters.

Under the bill, the Chancellor of Higher Education would enter into
agreenient with individuals or agencies to provide the support services
and enter into contracts with institutions of higher education to maintain
offices to facilitate and coordinate the provisions of these services.

The chancellor is authorized to pay for these services, and to
establish priorities in the event that funds are inadequate in any given
year.

The program will also seek to promote an understanding of handi-
capping conditions throughout the college community and to promote
research into curriculum and teaching techniques appropriate for handi-
capped students.

The chancellor would appoint a broadly representative advisory board
to assist in implementing the various aspects of this program. The
committee amendments provide that representatives from the Depart-
ments of Labor and Human Services shall serve on the board.

The committee amendments clarify that a student must be admitted
to an institution of higher education in order to be eligible for the pro-
gram. In addition they provide for consultation with appropriate
groups in preparing programs and services and further provide that
these programs and services shall not duplicate or replace any services

for which the students are already eligible.
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