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C 40!>--1 C. 2G :2D-59 et al. 

P. L. 1985, CHAPTER 408, approved January_10, 1986 

. 1985 Assembly No. 4112 (Official COlJY RelJrint) 

AN ACT concerning radon gas and radon progeny contamination 
supplementing P. L. 1958, c. 116 (C. 26:2D-1 et seq.), and 
making an appropriation. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The Department of Environmental ProtectiOJJ shall prepare 
2 and transmit to the Governor and Legislature a study concerning 
3 the dangers posed to the pubilc health, safety, and welfare by the 
4 presence of radon gas and radon progeny in residential dwelling'S, 
5 schools, and public buildings in the State. The study shall identify 
6 the potential sources of contamination in the State, identify demo­
7 graphic, geologic, and geographic areas subject to an actnal or 
8 potential threat or danger of contamination, and develop a cost­
9 effective strategy for radon gas and radon progeny contamination 

10 testing. The study shall include recommendations for private 
11 actions to solve or alleviate potential health problems and any 
12 legislative or executive action that should be taken. The depart­
13 ment shall prepare and transmit to tIle Governor and the *'[Legis­
14 lature]· ·Sen-ate Institutions, Health and Welfm'e Committee and 
15 the General Assem,bly Agriculture and Envil'onment Committc(' 
16 interim reports on its progress in implementing this section ·[every 
17 90 days conmlencing on the effective day of this aet]" •. The de­
18 partment shall transmit its first l'eport 011 May 1. 1986 and subse­
19 quent reports every 5i:1.' months thereafter·. 

EXPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thus] in the above Lill 
is not enacted and is intended to be OJniued in the law. 

Mauer printed in italies thus is new mollpr. 
Maller enrlosed in asteri.ks or "ton; has be.,n adopted a" follows: 

·-Senale commillee amendments adopted NO"ember 18, 1985. 
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1 2. The Department of Health shall conduct an epidemiologic 
2 study of cancer and- the presence of radon gas and radon prpgeny 

-	 3 in residential dwellings and shall maintain a voluntary registry of 
4 persons at risk of radiogenic lung cancer. The department shall 
5 communicate promptly to persons on the registry new techniques 
6 for the prevention of mortiality from the disease. 

1 3. The Department of Environmental Protection and the Depart­
2 ment of Health shall coordinate to establish a program of con­
3 firmatory monitoring of the presenCt; of radon gas and radon 

.4	 progeny in residential dwellings utilizing local health officers and 
5 the Department of Environmental Protection personnel.. 

1 4. The Departments of Environmental Protection and Health 
2 shall also coordinate to establIsh a public information and education 
3 program to inform the public of the potential health effects of the 
4 presence of radon gas and radon progeny in residential dwellings 
5 and the geographic areas in the State subject to an actual or 
6 potential threat of danger and the measures which can be taken 
7 to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the State. 
8 This public information and education program shall include: 
9 a. A cooperative program with county and local health depart­

10 ments to facilitate health education in response to requests from 
11 the public; and 
12 b. A toll-free public telephone information t5ervice within the 
13 Department of Environmental Protection to answer questions from 
14 residents of the State concerning radon gas and radon progeny 
15 contamination. The availability of the public telephone informa­
16 tion service shall be published in the major newspapers circulated 
17 in the geographic areas of this State subject to an actual or 
18 potential threat of danger from radon gas or radon -progeny 
19 contamination. 

1 5. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Depart­
2 ment of Environmental Protection the sum of $2,600,000.00 to 
3 carry out the provisions of this act. 

1 6. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Depart­
2 ment of Health the sum of $600,000.00 to carry out the provisions 
3 of this act. 

1 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 4112
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED SEpreEMBER 9, 1985 

By Assemblymen ZIMMER, S. ADUBATO, McENROE, ·WEIDEL, 

FRELINGHUYSEN, MARTIN, LOVEYS, HAYTAIAN, 

LITTELL, KERN, FJ'-JLICE and IIARD\VICK 

AN ACT concerning radon gas and radon progeny contamination 

supplementing P. L. 1958, c. 116 (C. 26:2D-1 et seq.), and 

making an appropriation. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 ofNe1-VJersey: 

1 1. The Department of Environmental Protection shall prepare 

2 and transmit to the Governor and Legislature a study concerning 

3 the dangers posed to the pubilc health, safety, and welfare by the 

4 presence of radon gas and radon progeny in residential dwellings, 

5 schools, and public buildings in the State. The study shaH identify 

6 the potential sources of contamination in the State, identify demo­

7 graphic, geologic, and geographic areas subject to an actual or 

8 potential threat or danger of contamination, and develop a cost­

9 effective strategy for radon gas and radon progeny contamination 

10 testing. The study shaH include recommendations for private 

11 actions to solve or alleviate potential health problems and any 

12 legislative or executive action that should be taken. The depart­

13 ment shall prepare and transmit to the Governor and the Legisla­

14 ture interim reports on its progress in implementing this section 

15 every 90 days commencing on the effective day of this act. 

1 2. The Department of Health shall conduct an epidemiologic 

2 study of cancer and the presence of radon gas and radon progeny 

3 in residential dwellings and shall maintain a voluntary registry of 

4 persons at risk of radiogenic lung cancer. The department shall 
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5 communicate promptly to persons on the registry new techniques 

6 for the prevention of mortiality from the disease. 

1 3. The Department of Environmental Protection and the Depart­

2 ment of Health shall coordinate to establish a program of con­

3 firmatory monitoring of the presence of radon gas and radon 

4 progeny in residential dwellings utilizing local health officers and 

5 the Department of Environmental Protection personneL 

1 4. The Departments of Environmental Protection and Health 

2 shall also coordinate to establish a public information and education 

3 program to inform the public of the potential health effects of the 

4 presence of radon gas and radon progeny in residential dwellings 

5 and the geographic areas in the State subject to an actual or 

6 potential threat of danger and the measures which can be taken 

7 to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the State. 

8 This public information and education program shall include: 

9 a. A cooperative program with county and local health depart­

10 ments to facilitate health education in response to requests from 

11 the public; and 

12 b. A toll-free public telephone information serVICe within the 

13 Department of Environmental Protection to answer questions from 

14 residents of the State concerning radon gas and radon progeny 

15 contamination. The availability of the public telephone informa­

16 tion service shall be published in the major newspapers circulated 

17 in the geographic areas of this State subject to an actual or 

18 potential threat of danger from radon gas or radon progeny 

19 contamination. 

1 5. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Depart­

2 ment of Environmental Protection the sum of $2,600,000.00 to 

3 carry out the provisions of this act. 

1 6. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Depart­

2 ment of Health the sum of $600,000.00 to carry out the provisions 

3 of this act. 

1 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

It has recently been discovered that 200,000 or more homes III 

northern New Jersey are at risk from radon gas and radon progeny 

contamination. These homes are primarily situated atop the Read­

ing Prong, a geological structure containing uranium. The uranium 

decays and radon gas seeps up through the earth and is trapped 

inside homes where it in turn decays to radon progency. These 

progeny may lodge in the lungs, increasing the risk of cancer. A 

substantial percentage of lung cancer in nonsmokers is believed to 

f}l.fIl2.{/ ,,prJ 
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be due to radon gas and/or radon progeny. In a Pennsylvania 

county situated on the Reading Prong, nearly 40% of the 2,000 

homes tested had unsafe radon levels. One home contained the 

highest levels of radon found in the nation. It is unknown how 

many homes in New Jersey are contaminated or are at risk. 

This bill seeks to identify the extent of the problem and derive 

solutions before a major health catastrophe occurs. Specifically, 

this bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to 

prepare a study identifying the areas at risk, the dangers involved, 

methods for radon testing, and possible solutions. The Department 

of Health is required to conduct an epidemiologic study investigat­

ing the association of lung cancer with radon and radon progeny 

exposures in homes, and to establish a voluntary registry of per­

sons previously exposed to high levels of radon and radon progeny. 

The Departments of Environmental Protection and Health are 

required to collaborate to establish an information program to 

inform the public who is at risk and what protective measures can 

be taken. This program shall include a toll-free information service 

to answer questions from the public and any arrangement with 

local health officials as may be deemed appropriate to provide 

support services. The departments are also required to coordinate 

to establish a training program for local health officials to perform 

confirmatory radon testing. 



ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONiYIENT
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4112 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 12, 1985 

It has recently been discovered that 200,000 or more homes in northern 

New Jersey are at risk from radon gas and radon progeny contami­

nation. These homes are primarily situated atop the Reading Prollg, 

a geological structure containing uranium. rrhe uranium decays and 

radon gas seeps up through the earth and is trapped inside homes 

where it ill turn decays to radon progeny. These progeny may lodge 

in the lungs, illcreasing the risk of cancer. A substantial percentage 

of lung cancer in nonsmokers is believed to be due to radon gas and/or 

radon progeny. In a PenIlsylvania county situated on the Reading 

Prong, nearly 40% of he 2,000 homes tested had unsafe radoH levels. 

One home contained the highest levels of radoH fouHd ill the nation. 

It is unknow how many homes in New Jersey are contaminated or 

are at risk. 

This bill seeks to identify the extent of the problem and derive solu­

tions before a major health catastrophe occurs. Specifically, this bill 

requires the Department of Environmental Protection to prepare a 

study identifying the areas at risk, the dangers involved, methods for 

radon testing, and possible solutions. The Department of Health is 

required to conduct an epidemiologic study investigating the asso­

ciation of lung cancer with radon and radon progeny exposures in 

homes, and to establish a voluntary registry of persons previously 

exposed to high levels of radon and radon progeny. 

The Departments of Environmental Protection and Health are re­

quired to collaborate to establish an information program to inform 

the public who is at risk and what protective measures can be taken. 

This program shall include a toll-free information service to answer 

questions from the public and any arrangement with local health 

officials as may be deemed appropriate to provide support services. 

The departments are also required to collaborate to establish a train­

mg program for local health officials to perform confirmatory radon 

testing. 

The bill appropriates from the General Fund $2,600,000.00 to the 

Department of Environmental Protection, and $600,000.00 to the De­

partment of Health to carry out the provisions of this act. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 4112 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 30, 1985 

As amended by committee, this bill appropriates $2.6 million to the 

Department of Environmental Protection and $.6 million to the Depart­

ment of Health to conduct studies concerning the presence of radon gas 

and radon progeny in the State. 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to 

conduct a study concerning the dangers posed to the public health, 

safety and welfare by the presence of radon gas and radon progeny in 

residential buildings, schools and public buildings in the State. The 

study is to identify potential sources of contamination in the State and 

demographic, geologic and geographic areas subject to a threat or 

danger of contamination and to develop cost effective strategies for 

testing for contamination. The department is directed to report to the 

Governor and the Senate Institutions, Health and vVelfare Committee 

and General Assembly Agriculture and Environment Committee on 

May 1, 1986 and every six months thereafter on its progress in carrying 

out the study. 

The Department of Health is required to conduct an epiderniologic 

study of the link between the incidence of lung cancer and the presence 

of radon gas or its progeny in residential dwellings. The department 

also is directed to maintain a voluntary registry of persons at risk of 

radiogenic lung cancer. Finally, both departments are required to 

establish a program of confirmatory monitoring of and to coordinate a 

public information and education campaign on the potential health 

effects of the presence of radon gas or its progeny in residential 

dwellings. 

State officials recently disclosed that over 250,000 homes and busi­

nesses in seven counties in the State (Bergen, Hunterdon, Morris, 

Passaic, Somerset, Sussex and Warren) sit upon a billion year old 

geologic formation known as the Reading Prong. The Reading Prong 

contains deposits of uranium, from which emanates radon gas, a known 

carcinogen usually associated with causing lung cancer. State officials 
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have also indicated that since uranium is present in varying concentra­

tions in most of northern New Jersey, there actually may be as many 

as 1.4 million homes at risk of contamination. 

The Department of Environmental Protection states that without a 

thorough scientific study, it is not possible to judge the nature and 

extent of the problem in New Jersey or to identify the areas in the 

State or the types of housing which are at the greatest risk of 

contamination. Accordingly, with this bill's appropriation the depart­

ment will screen a sample of 6000 residences in various locations in the 

State to determine what areas and types of housing are at greatest 

risk. The department will use this data to establish priorities for more 

extensive testing for contamination which will be conducted at a later 

date. 

The committee amended the bill to require that the Department of 

Environmental Protection shall report specifically to the standing 

legislative committees which reviewed the bill rather than the Legishl­

ture, generally, on its progress in implementing the study. Amendments 

also provide that the reporting commence on May 1, 1986 and continue 

every six months, rather than every 90 days. 



eN-OO-j	 TRENTON, N.J. 08625 
Contact:	 PAUL WOI,COTT Release: FIll., JAN. 10, 1986 

609·-292-8956 

Governor Thomas II. Kcan has signed legislation directing a $3.2 million 

study of radon contamination and methods of remediating the problem in 

seven Centra] and North .Jersey counties. 

The bill, A -4112/ ,':;-3319 , was sponsored by Assemblyman 

Richard Zimriler, R--H unterdon, and State Senator John H. Dorsey, R-r.lorris. 

The bill appropriates funds to the Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) to assess the potential for naturally occurring radon 

conta~nination inside the approximately 250,000 homes built on the Reading 

Prong, a rock formation which extends t})l'ough parts of Wa.rren, Sussex, 

lhmterclon, Somerset, Passaic, Bergen, and :\!orris counties. 

Funds will also go to the Department of Health to conduct a widesc~;le 

study of the health 1'is1<::5 associated with radon, which is a colorless, 

odorless gas, naturally emitted from some rock form~ltions. 

"This legislation will finally allow us to begin to grapple with this 

potentially serious problem, II Rean said. !1 Fortunately, radon gas can be 

control1ec: ;;;;;:.: -;;:::;--..t2d, so that, as we identify health hazards, we can act 

to 81h·vb~e them. 

'~'.vith this money finally in hand, the DEP Imd the Health Department 

may ilOW begin this important work," Kean said. 

# # 
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