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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SEN ATE, No. 562 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE-FILED FOR E',THODUC'PTON J~~ rrIIF~ 19ti4· SESSIOK 

By Senuton; LJH':\lAK and Dl]'IL\.NCESCO 

A}; ACT }Jrovidillg for the inclusion ill certaill ~'*[hea1th immr­

<lllce]** **hospital SCi vice**" contracts of b,me1lts for expenses 

incurred in connection with pregnancy :md (~hihlL; dh m;d snpple­

nlen t lng .. ~ ...5 , c.,) n. I ....·c-. e seq.. · ·1) I 1()"8 ":>6'f!(i 1"'181 t·, ) 

1 BE IT EXACTED by the 8e'l/ate alid (ferll:t'al AsscmJ;lv of the State 

2 of N eu; J e'tscy: 

1 1. Every ¥.'*[suhscription certificate aJl(l]H group and individual 

2 contract providiJlg JJOspital '''''ser1Jl:ce** hellef1b delivered, issued, 

3 executed or renewed il] this State, or approved for issuance or 

4 renewal in this State by the Commissioner of Insurance on or after 

5 the effective date of this act, shaH offer coverage for maternit:: rare 

6 without regard to marital status to suhscribers 01' other persons 

7 covered thereUllder for expenses illcurred iJl preplancy awl child­

t\ birth. 'rhe maternity benefits shall 11e provided to the same extpr;[ 

o as the hospitalizativ'l benefit is provided in tJw contl'aet fur (l!ly 

10 other c:Jvered illness. **[If the contract provides 1'0;' a '\Yaiti]1.~· 

11 period before all insured is eligible for maternity 1wllefits, the]*~' 

12 *[colltract shall provide that the rnat0rnity benefits ~)hall ])(' pa,v­

1·... . D able to the Sam(l extent and ror the sante period of' tiJ1l0 ['ol1mYiup: 

14 t1le discontinuance of the maternity eovera.f~·f'. f10',1!('\'('r, tlJi:'i]'''' 

15 "'*[waiting' period shall llot exceed a period of 10 months.]*" 

1 2. Th(~ COlllmissioJl(~r of rlisurance shal1 pronl111'~nte the rules 

2 alld regulati()l\s 1J{>cessary to effedl1atl~ the; purposes of this acL 

1 3. This aet shaH take effect DO da'.'~ fol1o\viJlg' el'aetlllf'd. 

EXPLANATloN-l\fatter enclosed in boid-facer! brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended lo he oIniHed in the Jaw, 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
!\'latter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

*-Senate committee amendment adopted November 19, 1981. 
- --Assembly committee amendments adopter! I<'ebrnary 25, 1985. 
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SEN ATE, No. 562 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1984 SESSION 

By Senators LIPMAN and DIFRANCESCO 

AN ACT providing for the inclusion in certain health insurance 

contracts of benefits for expenses incurred in connection with 

pregnancy and childbirth and supplementing P. L. 1938, c. 366 

(C.17 :48-1 et seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Ueneral Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Every subscription certificate and group and individual con­

2 tract providing hospital benefits delivered, issued, executed or 

3 renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this 

4 State by the Commissioner of Insurance on or after the effective 

5 date of this act, shall offer coverage for maternity care without 

6 regard to marital status to subscribers or other persons covered 

7 thereunder for expenses incurred in pregnancy and childbirth. The 

8 maternity benefits shall be provided to the same extent as the 

9 hospitalization benefit is provided in the contract for any other 

10 covered illness. If the contract provides for a waiting period before 

11 an insured is eligible for maternity benefits, the contract shall 

12 provide that the maternity benefits shall be payable to the same 

13 extent and for the same period of time following the discontinuance 

14 of the maternity coverage. However, this waiting period shall not 

15 exceed a period of 10 mOllths. 

1 2. The Commissioner of Insurance shall promulgate the rules 

2 and regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 3. This act shall take effect 90 days following enactment. 

STATEMENT 

This bill provides that all health insurance policies shall offer 

maternity coverage benefits to the same extent as the hospitalization 

benefit provided in the contract for any other covered illness. 
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ASSEMBLY BANKING AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 562 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: FEBRUARY 25, 1985 

Senate Bill No. 562 (1984): 

(1) Eleminates the exclusion of pregnancy related surgery from 

second surgical opinion coverage under a hospital service contract; and 

(2) Requires hospital service corporations to offer benefits coverage 

for maternity care during pregnancy and childbirth, without regard to 

the marital status of an otherwise eligible person. 

Maternity benefits shall be provided to the same extent as for other 

covered illnesses. A hospital service contract may provide for a waiting 

period for maternity benefit eligibility, not to exceed 10 months. 

The Commissioner of Insurance shall promulgate rules and regula­

tions therefor. 

The provisions of this bill shall apply to any health benefits contract 

delivered, issued, renewed, executed, or approved for issuance and 

renewal in this State on or after the effective date of this bill. 

The Assembly conmlittee amendments: 

(1) Delete the waiting period provisions of the bill; and 

(2) Clarify certain other provisions of the bill. 
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SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 562 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: NOVEMBER 19, 1984 

As amended by committee, this bill requires Blue Cross to offer 

coverage for maternity care (i.e., expenses incurred in pregnancy and 

childbirth) without regard to marital status of the subscriber or the 

persons covered under the insurance policy. The bill does not require 

that coverage be provided; it ouly requires that such coverage be 

offered. Also, the bill provides that if the policy contains a waiting 

period for the maternity benefits, the waiting period shall not exceed 

10 months. 

The committee amended this bill at the request of the sponsor. The 

amendment deletes the provision requiring that if there is a waiting 

period for maternity benefits, the maternity benefits shall be continued 

after the policy is discontinued for the same period of time as the 

waiting period. 

This bill is one of a package of four bills concerning the offering' of 

maternity benefits in health insurance policies. The other bills in the 

package are: Senate Bills Nos. 560, 561 and 563. 
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