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[THIHD OFF'ICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 836 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 30, 1984 

By Assemblymen PATERNITI and PELLY 

AN ACT u[to amend "~rhe State Facilities Education Act of 1979," 

approved September 25, 1979 (P. L. 1979, c. 207)]** uconcern­

ing school funding, and amending and supplementing P. L. 1979, 

c. 207.·· 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A :7B-12) IS amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 19. For school funding purposes, the Commissioner of Education 

4 shall determine district of residence as follows: 

5 a. The district of residence for children in foster homes shall be 

6 the district in which the foster parents reside. If a child in a 

7 foster home is subsequently placed in a State facility or by a State 

8 agency, the district of residence of the child shall then be deter­

9 mined as if no such foster placement had occurred. 

10 b. The district of residence for children who are in residential 

11 State facilities, or who have been placed by State agencies in group 

12 homes, private schools or out-of-state facilities, shall be the present 

13 district of residence of the parent or guardian with whom the child 

14 lived prior to his most recent admission to a State facility or most 

15 recent placement by a State agency. 

IG If [this] "'[the district of residence]* "'this'" cannot be deter­

17 mined "'[according to the criteria contained herein]*, the [district 

18 of residence shall be the district in which the child resided prior 

19 to such admission or placement. 

20 If neither can be determined, the district of residence shall be 
EXPLANATION-Maller enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the abOl'e bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Maller printed in italics thus is new mailer. 

Malter enclosed in astcrisks or stars has becn adopted as follows: 
*-Assembly committee amendments adopted February 23, 1984. 

* *-Assembly commiuee amendments adopted September 20, 1984. 
* * *-Senate committee amendments adopted February 25, 1985. 
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21 the district in which the child has been placed or the district in 

22 ,vhich the State facility is located] '~[State shall assurne fiscal re­

23 sponsibility for the tuition of such children. The tuition shall equal 

24 the State average net current expense budget per Inlpil plus the 

25 appropriate categorical program support. Sy,ch amount shall be 

26 appropriated and paid to the Department of Education in the same 

27 manner as other State aid is appropriated under this act]* ~dis­

27A trict of residence shall be the district in which the ch-ild resided 

27B prior to u*[the]u*, ***sy,ch*** admission or IJlacement.* 

28 [c. The Commissioner of Education shall develop appropriate 

29 criteria for determining the district of residence for those children 

30 whose district cannot be determined according to the criteria con­

31 tained herein.] 

32 "'c. If the district of residence cannot be determined according 

33 to the criteria contained herein, or ,if the criteria contained herein 

34 identify a district of residence outside of the State, the State shall 

35 assume fiscal responsibility for the tuition of the child. The tuition 

36 shall equal the State average net current expense budget per pupil 

37 plus the appropriate categorical program support. This amount 

38 shall be appropriated in the same manner as other State aid under 

39 this act. The Department of Education shall pay the amount to the 

40 Department of Human Services **~[andl~U ***or'*'** the Depart­

41 ment of Corrections.* 

1 "'2. (New Section) For the school year 1984-85 the sum of 

2 $785,000.00, appropriated in P. L. 1984, c. 144, from the General 

3 Fimd to the Department of Ed'llcation, shall be used to adjust State 

4 aid for those districts which are paying for the costs of ed'llcating 

5 children in 1984-85 who are in residential State facilities and whose 

6 district of residence was unknown as of the last school day of Sep­

7 tember 1983 and, therefore, was determined to be the district in 

8 which the State faciWy was located p'llrsuant to the provisions of 

9 section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A:7B-12).u 

1 u*3. (New section) For each school district subject to the pro­

2 visions of subsection c. of section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 

3 18A :7B-12c.), an amount equal to the sum of a. fimds distrib'llted 

4 in school year 1984-85 and b. funds appropriated in school year 1985­

5 86 in place of local district t'uition payments pursuant to sy,bsection 

6 c. of section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A:7B-12c.), shall be 

7 credited as a local tax levy adjustment 'in school year 1986-87.* ** 
1 U[2.]** ***[U3.**]'*'** "**4. u * This act shall take effect 

2 U[commencing with the 1984-85 school year]*" uimmediatelyu. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 836
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 30, 1984 

By Assemblymen P ATERNITI and PELLY 

AN ACT to amend "The State Facilities Education Act of 1979," 

approved September 25, 1979 (P. L. 1979, c. 207). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A:7B-12) IS amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 19. For school funding purposes, the Commissioner of Education 

4 shall determine district of residence as follows: 

5 a. The district of residence for children in foster homes shall be 

6 the district in which the foster parents reside. If a child in a 

7 foster home is subsequently placed in a State facility or by a State 

8 agency, the district of residence of the child shall then be deter­

9 mined as if no such foster placement had occurred. 

10 b. The district of residence for children who are in residential 

11 State facilities, or who have been placed by State agencies in group 

12 homes, private schools or out-of-state facilities, shall be the present 

13 district of residence of the parent or guardian with whom the child 

14 lived prior to his most recent admission to a State facility or most 

15 recent placement by a State agency. 

16 If [this] the district of residence cannot be determined according 

17 to the criteria contained herein, the [district of residence shall be 

18 the district in which the child resided prior to such admission or 

19 placement. 

20 If neither can be determined, the district of residence shall be 

21 the district in which the child has been placed or the district in 

22 which the State facility is 10cated] State shall aSS1tme fiscal re-

EXPLANATION-Maller enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above biIJ 
is not cnal'lcd lind is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Maller printed in italics thus is new maller. 



23 sponsibility for the tuition of such children. The tuition shall equal 

24 the State average net current expense budget per pupil plus the 

25 appropriate categorical program support. 8'nch amomd shall be 

26 appropriated and paid to the Department of Education in the same 

27 manner as other State aid is appropriated under this act. 

28 [c. The Commissioner of Education shall develop appropriate 

29 criteria for determining the district of residence for those children 

30 whose district cannot be determined according to the criteria con­

31 tained herein.] 

1 2. This act shall take effect commencing with the 1984-85 school 

2 year. 

STATEMENT 

This bill requires the State to pay the educational costs of chil­

dren whose district of residence cannot be determined by the Com­

missioner of Education and who receive educational programs as 

required by Chapter 207 of the Laws of 1979 under the jurisdiction 

of the Divisions of Mental Retardation, Mental Health and Hos­

pitals and the Division of Youth and Family Services of the Depart­

ment of Human Services and the Department of Corrections. 

fJF3~ (/9r~ 



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 836 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 23, 1984 

PROVISIONS: 

'rIlis bill as amended amends the State Facilities Fklucation Act to 

l'equire the State to assume fiscal responsibilit;.' for children whose 

di:,;trict of residence is not in the State of N8\V .J8rS83' and for children 

aS8igned to State institutions for whom the /listrict of residence cannot 

be determined. 

III addition, for children whose district of residence immediately prior 

to admission cannot be determined this blll requires the costs to be 

assigned to the district in which the child resided prior to admission. 

BACKGROUND: 

Since the State Facilities Education Act wac' enacted requiring that 

children assigned to State institutions receiv(~ an educational program, 

local school districts have been responsible for paying the cost of the 

educational programs provided by the respecti"8 institutions. An un­

intended consequenee of the State Facilities Education Act has been 

that the school district in which the institution is located has been 

required to pay the cost of the children for whom the district of resi ­

dence cannot be determined. In addition, the costs of out-of-state 

children who are arrested in New Jersey are borne hy the district in 

wIlieb the institution is located. This often poses a severe financial 

hardship for several districts. 

Even though a district may only be assignr-d the fiscal responsibility 

for one child, this additional cost to the local (listriet has been viewed 

by the local district as an unfair, if not an expensive burden. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

This bill requires the State to pay the costs of these children through 

the annual appropriations act rather than requiring districts to pay 

tuition. For 1981-82 there were 102 children assigned to the districts in 

which the institutions are located. Below is a list of the districts and 

the number of children for which they were assigned the fiscal responsi­

bility. 
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North Hunterdon 15 

Woodbridge . 13 

Northern Burlington 11 

Monroe . 11 

Bordentown Regional .. 9 

Trenton . 

Ewing . 

Wall . 6 

Vineland. . . . . . . . . . . . ;) 

Freehold Regional -l 

Woodbine.............. 3 

Maurice River .J 

Montgomery . . . . . . . . ') 

Paramus.......... 1 

Camden................. 1 

Cedar Grove . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Morristown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Passaic 1 

Totowa 1 

On September 30th of 1982 there were 82 pupils for whom the district 

of residence could not be determined, and in 1983 there were 110 pupils 

without a district of residence. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

The committee amendments require the State to pay the educational 

costs for out-of-state children. In addition, for children whose district 

of residence immediately prior to admission cannot be determined, this 

bill assigns the cost to the district in which the child resided prior to 

admission. 



ASSEMBLY REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 836 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

with Assembly committeee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 20, 1984 

PROVISIONS: 

The Official Copy Reprint of Assembly Bill No. 836 amends P. L. 1979, 

c. 207, the "State Facilities Education Act," to require that the State, 

rather than a local school district, pay tuition for educating children in 

State institutions when the child's district of residence cannot be deter­

mined or when the child is not a New Jersey resident. 

BACKGROUND: 

The State Facilities Education Act requires that children placed in 

State facilities operated or contracted by Departments of Corrections 

and Human Services receive a thorough and efficient educational pro­

gram. The financing arrangement established under the act requires 

the school district of a child's residence to pay a specified tuition amount 

to the State Department, depending on the type of facility in which the 

child is placed. The district then receives State aid in the following 

school year as a partial reimbursement of local costs, as if the child 

were attending school within the district. 

In some cases it is difficult if not impossible to determine the district 

of residence for an institutionalized child. Under current law the school 

district in which the State facility is located becomes the district of 

residence if all other attempts to establish residency have failed. This 

situation places an undue burden on those school districts containing 

State facilities since they are not reimbursed for 100% of the costs 

they have incurred on behalf of children who may never have lived 

within their boundaries. 

The bill provides that in such instances the State Department of 

Education will be directly responsible for paying for these pupils' edu­

cational costs without local district involvement. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

The committee amended the bill to make it clear that the funds ap­

propriated in P. L. 1984, c. 144 for the 1984-85 fiscal year, can be used. 

by the Department of Education to reimburse local school districts that 

have already started having tuition payments deducted from their State 

aid checks. This is necessary because the school year has already begun. 

Similarly, the bill was made effective on the date of enactment, rather 

than "commencing' with the 1984-86 school year." 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Over the past four years, the number of institutionalized pupils for 

whom residence could not be determined has averaged around 100. For 

1984-85 the Department of Education estimates that there are 108 such 

cases with an average per-pupil cost of $7,266.00 for a total cost of 

$784,750.00. These costs include regular and categorical (special edu­

cation) support. 

The committee notes that Senate Bill No. 2000, enacted as P. L. 1984, 

c. 144, contains a $785,000.00 appropriation for this purpose in fiscal 

year 1984-85. Therefore, no additional funding is required for this bill. 



SENATE EDUCATION COMM;ITXEE 

STATKl\fEN~' TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 836 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERS.EY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 13, 1984 

PROVISIONS: 

The Second Official Copy Reprint of Assembly Bill No. 836 amends 

P. L. 1979, c. 207, the "State Facilities Education Act," to require that 

the State, rather than a local school district, pay tuition for educating 

children in State institutions when the child's district of residence 

cannot be determined or when the child is not aNew Jersey resident. 

BACKGROUND: 

The State Facilities EducatioIl Act requires that children placed in 

State facilities operated or contracted by the Departments of Correc­

tions and Human Services receive a thorough and efficient educational 

program. The financing arrangement established under the act requires 

the school district of a child's residence to pay a specified tuition amount 

to the State Department, depending on the type facility in which the 

child is placed. The district then receives State aid in the following 

school year as a partial reimbursement of local costs, as if the child 

were attending school within the district. 

In some cases it is difficult if not impossible to determine the district 

of residence for an institutionalized child. Under current law the 

school district in which the State facility is located becomes the district 

of residence if all other attempts to establish residency have failed. 

This situation places an undue burden on those school districts contain­

ing State facilities since they are not reimbursed for 100?'d of the costs 

they have incurred on lJehalf of children who may never have lived 

within their boundaries. 

FISCAL hfPACT: 

Over the past four years, the number of institutionalized pupils for 

whom residence could not be determined has averaged around 100. For 

1984-85 the Department of Education estimates that there are 108 such 

cases with an average per-pupil cost of $7,266.00 for a total cost of 

$784,750.00. These costs include regular and categorical (special educa­

tion) support. 
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Senate Bill No. 2000, enacted as P. L. 1984, c. 144, contains a 

$785,000.00 appropriation for this purpose in fiscal year 1984-85. There­

fore, no additional funding is required for this bill. 

This bill is similar to Senate No. 1289 (OCR) which was released by 

this committee 011 July 30, 1984 and is currently before the Senate 

Revenue, Finance and Appropriations Committee. It also includes the 

provisions of Senate Bill No. 126 which provides for the State to pay 

if the district of residence is out of State. Senate Bill No. 126 was 

reported by this committee on October 22, 1984. 



FISCAL NOTE TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 836 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 27, 1984 

Assembly Bill No. 836 of 1984 requiret> the Stah~ to pay the 

educational cost of children whose dish'iet of residence cannot be 

determined by the Commissioner of Education, on the basis of specific 

criteria, and who receive benefit of educational programs as required by 

Chapter 207 of the Laws of 1979 under the jurisdiction of the Divisions 

of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Youth and Family Services 

within the Department of Human Services, and also tbe Department 

of Corrections. 

The Department of Education estimates that there are 108 such pupils 

and based upon net current expense budget cost fl1ctors for 1984-85 the 

east to State would be $784,750.00. 

rr'he Office of Legislative Services concurs with this estimate. 

This Fiscal Note has been prepared pursuant to P. L. 1980, c. 67. 



[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SEN ATE, No. 1289 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 23, 1984 

By Senators GARIBALDI, SAXTON ano WEISS 

Referred to Committee 011 I1Jducation 

AN ACT "'[concerning State aid for the education of childrell in State 

facilities alld amending P. L. 1979, c. 207]* ~'*[*to amend "The 

State Facilities Education Act of 1979," approved September 25, 

1979 (P. L. 1979, c. 207)* and making an appropriation there­

for]** **concen~ing school funding, alld (nnetldinFf and sll/Jplp­

menting P. L. 1.979, c. 207*'~. 

1 BE IT j<lNACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A :7B-12) IS amended 

2 to read as fo11ows : 

3 19. For school funding purposes, the COlllujssioner of Education 

4 shall determine district of residence as follows: 

5 a. The district of residence for children i1l foster homes shall be 

6 the district ill which the foster parellts reside. If a child in a 

7 foster home is subsequently placed ill a State facility or by a State 

8 agency, the district of residence of the child shall then be deter­

9 mined as if 110 such foster placelllellt had occuned. 

10 b. The district of residellce for children who are in residential 

11 State facilities, or who have heen placed by State agencies in group 

12 homes, private schools or out-of-state facilities, shall be the present 

13 district of residence of the parent or guardian with whom the child 

14 lived prior to his most recent adlllissioll to a State facility or most 

15 recent placement by a State agcllCY. 

16 If this Call1lOt be determilled, the district of residence shall be 

17 the district in which the child resided prior to such admission or 

18 placement. 

EXPLANA'l'ION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the abo"e bill 
is nol enoded and is inlended to be omitted in the law. 

Mauer printe<l in itolics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

*-Senale eommittee amendments adopted July 30, 1984. 
• *-Senale conuuittee amendments adopted February 25, 1985. 
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19 [If neither can be determined, the district of residence shall be 

20 the district in which the child has been placed or the district ill 

21 which the State facility is located.] 

22 c. [11he Commissioner of Education shall develop appropriate 

23 criteria for determining the district of resideuce for those childrell 

24 whose] If the district of residence cannot be determined according 

25 to the criteria contained herein ~',* o'r if the criteria contained herein 

26 identify a district of ;residence outside of the State, the State shall 

27 assume fiscal responsibility fo't' the tuit·ion of ·[these children]'" 

28 ·the child*. The tuition shall equal the State average net current 

29 expense budget per pupil plus the appropriate categorical program 

30 support. This amount shall be appropriated in the same manner 

31 as other State aid under this act. The Department of Edttcation 

32 shall pay ·[these amounts]· *the amount· to the Department of 

33 Human Services **[and]** **01'** the Depar'tment of Corr·ections. 

1 U[2. The sum of *[$650,000.00]* *$785,000.00* is appropriated 

2 from the General Fund to the Department of Education to reim­

3 hurse those districts which are currently paying for the costs of 

4 educating *out of State or nom'egident· children who are in resi­

5 dential State facilities.]** 

] u.2. (New Section) For the school year 1984-85 the sum of 

2 $785,000.00, appropriated in P. L. 1984, c. 144 from the Gene'ral 

3 Fund to the Department of Educat'ion, shall be used to adjust State 

4 aid for those districts which are paying for the costs of educating 

5 children in 1984-85 who are in residential State facilities and whose 

6 district of residence was unknown as of the last school day of Sep­

7 tember 1983 and, therefore, was determined to be the district in 

8 which the State facility was located pursuant to the provisions of 

9 section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. .207 (C. 18A :7B-1.2). 

1 3. (New section) For each school distr'ict subject to the provisions
 

2 of subsection c. of section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. .207 (C. 18A :7B-1.2c.),
 

3 an amount equal to the sum of a. funds dist·ribtded in school year'
 

4 1984-85 and b. funds app'ropriatedin school year 1985-86 in place
 

5 of local district tuition payrnents pursuant to sttbsection c. of section
 

n 19 of P. L. 1979, c. .207 (C. 18A :7B-1.2c.), shall be credited as a local
 

7 tax levy adjustment in school year 1986-87.**
 

1 U[3. Section 2 of this]** uThis** act shall take effect im­


2 mediately U[and the rest of this act shall take effect commencing
 

3 with the 1985-86 school year]".
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SENATE, No. 1289 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 23, 1984
 

By Senatorj,l GARIBALDI, SAXTON and V\TEISS
 

Referred to COlllmittee on Education
 

AN ACT concerning State aid for the education of children in State 

facilities and amending P. L. 1979, c. 207 and making an appro­

priation therefor. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gener'al Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1979, c. 207 (C. 18A:7B-12) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 19. For school funding purposes, the Conur:.issiol1er of Education 

4 shall determine district of residence as follows: 

5 a. The district of residence for children in foster homes shall be 

6 the district in which the foster parel1ts reside. If a child ill a 

i foster home is subsequently placed in a State facility or by a State 

8 agency, the district of residence of the child shall then be deter­

~l mined as if no j,luch foster plaeenwnt had occurred. 

10 b. The district of residence for children who are in residential 

11 State facilities, or who have been placed by State agellcies in group 

12 homes, private schools or out-of-state facilities, shall be the present 

13 district of residence of the parent or guardian with whom the child 

14 lived prior to his most recent admission to a State facility or most 

15 recent placement by a State agency. 

16 If this cannot be determined, the district of residence shall be 

17 the district in which the child resided prior to such admission or 

18 placement. 

19 [If neither can be determined, the district of residence shall be 

20 the district in which the child has been placed or the district in 

21 which the State facility is located.] 

EXPLANATION-MaUer enclosed in hold·faced brackets [thus] in the ahoye bill
 
is Dot enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
 

Matter printed in italiC8 thlU is new matter.
 



2
 

22 c. [The Commissioner of Education shall develop appropriate 

23 criteria for determining the district of residence for those children 

24 whose] If the district of residence cannot be determined according 

25 to the criteria contained herein or if the c1,iteria contained herein 

26 identify a di,strict of res'idence outside of the State, the State shall 

27 aSS1lme fiscal responsibility for the tuition of these children, The 

28 tuit'ion shall equal the State average net CU1'rent expense bu,dget 

29 pe'r pupil pl1ls the appropriate categorical program support. This 

30 amount shall be appropriated in the same manner as othe'!' State 

31 aid under this act. The DepaTtment of Ed1lcation shall pay these 

32 amounts to the Department of Human Services and the Depart­

33 merit of C01'rections. 

1 2,. The sum of $650,000.00 IS appropriated from the General 

2 Fund to the Department of gducatioll to reimburse those districts 

3 which are currently paying for the costs of educating childrell 

4 who are in residential State facilities. 

1 3. Section 2 of this act shall take effect immediately and the 

2 rest of this act shall take effect commencing with the 1985-86 school 

3 year. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to require the State to pay for the 

costs of educating children who are in residential State facilities, 

thus removing the burden from local school districts. 



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1289 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 25, 1985 

This bill amends and supplements P. L. 1979, c. 207, the "State Facili­

ties Education Act," to require that the State, rather than a local school 

district, pay tuition for educating children in State institutions when 

the child's district of residence cannot be determined or when the child 

is not aNew Jersey resident. 

BACKGROUND 

The State Facilities Education Act requires that children placed in 

State facilities operated or contracted by the Departments of Correc­

tions and Human Services receive a thorough and efficient educational 

program. The financing arrangement established under the act requires 

the school district of a child's residence to pay a specified tuition amount 

to the State department, depending on the type of facility in which the 

child is placed. The district then receives State aid in the following 

school year as a partial reimbursement of local costs, as if the child 

were attending school within the district. 

In some cases it is difficult if not impossible to determine the district 

of residence for an institutionalized child. Under current law the school 

district in which the State facility is located becomes the district or 

residence if all other attempts to establish residency have failed. rrhis 

situation places an undue burden on those school districts containinp; 

State facilities since they are not reimbursed for 100;10 of the cost8 

they have incurred on behalf of children who may never have lived within 

their boundaries. 

The bill provides that in such instances the State Department of 

Education will be directly responsible for paying for these pupils' edu­

cational costs without local district involvement. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Over the past four years, the number of institutionalized pupils for 

whom residence could not be determined has averaged around 100. For 

1984-85 the Department of Education estimates that there are 108 such 



cases with an average per-pupil cost of $7,266.00 for a total cost of 

$784,750.00. These costs include regular and categorical (special edu­

cation) support. 

Senate Bill No. 2000, enacted as P. L. 1984, c. 144, contains a 

$785,000.00 appropriation for this purpose in fiscal year 1984-85. There­

fore, no additional funding is required for this bill. Since the 1984-85 

school year is well under way, school districts are already paying tuition 

for the students in question. As amended, the bill provides that State 

aid in the current year only will be payable to the affected school dis­

tricts as reimbursement, rather than directly to the State agencies in­

volved. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

At the suggestion of the Department of Education, and with the con­

currence of the sponsor, the committee amended the bill to provide that 

monies received by school districts in 1984-85 and funds appropriated 

and paid by the State on behalf of school districts in 1985-86, be applied 

toward property tax relief in the 1986-87 school year through an ad­

justment in the local tax levy. Since school districts are already paying 

tuition for these children in the current year and have already sub­

mitted their proposed 1985-86 budgets to the Commissioner of Education 

with these costs built in, any State aid for the two years would become 

surplus revenue. By requiring a property tax levy adjustment for thl' 

1986-87 school year, local tax relief is promoted while still enabling the 

affected districts to earn investment income on amounts received or 

on amounts budgeted but not needed. 

Other committee amendments include the deletion of an appropriation, 

as discussed above, and various technical amendments to make the bill 

identical to Assembly Bill No. 836 (2nd OCR), also amended in com­

mittee and reported favorably. 
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PROVISIONS: 

This bill as aHlellded amellCls the State Faci l!ties JiJducatioll Act to 

require the State to assume fiscal l'esjJom3ihility for chlldn~1l whose 

district of residellce is not in the State of New Jersey and for children 

assiglled to Btate iustitutiom; lor wItom the district 01 residence can­

not 1e determined. 

In addition, for childreu whose disLrict or residence immediately lJriul' 

to admission call1lot be detenuilled tllis bill requil"e;.; the costs to jje 

assigned to the district ill which the child resided prior to admissiol1. 

BACKGROUND: 

Since the State F1acilities Fjducatioll Ad \vas enaded requiring that 

children assigned to State instituti011S l'rceive an educational pI'Op;l'alll, 

local school districts have been l'cspollsihle for paying the COfit of tllp 

educational progralIl.8 provided by the l'(';JTwetive institutions. An 

unintended cOllsequclice of the State Facilities IBdncatioll Act has het"l1 

that the school district in which the illstitutiol! is located has beel1 

required to pay the cost of the ehildrell [or whom the district of resi ­

dence cannot be determined. Tn addition, the costs of out-of-state 

children who are arrested in Npw Jersey are borne by the district in 

which the institution is located. This often poses a severe fi~lallcial 

hardship for several distriets. 

Even though a district may only he assigned the flscal responsibility 

for one child, this additional cost to the local district has been viewed 

by the local district as an unfair, if not an expensive burden. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

This bill requires the State to pay the costs of these children through 

the anJlual aplJJ'olJriatiol!s act rather than requiring districts to pay 

tuitioll. For 1981-82 there were 102 children a:-;signed to the districts 

ill which the institutions are located. Belo.v is a list of the districts 

and the number of children for which they were assigned the fiscal 

responsibility. 
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North Hunterdon 15 

Woodbridge 13 

Northern Burlingtoll 11 

Monroe 1] 

Bordentowu Regional 9 

Trenton 8 

Ewing 7 

Wall '" 6 

Vineland 5 

Freehold. Regional 4 

Woodbine 3 

Maurice River 2 

MOlltgomery .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 

Paranlus 1 

Camden ] 

Cedar Grove 1 

Morristown 1 

Passaic 1 

Totowa 1 

OIl September 30th of 1982 there were 82 vupils for whom the district 

of residence could !lot be determined, aud ill 1983 there were 110 pupils 

without a district of residence. 

COl\Il\UTTEE AlYIENDMENTs: 

The cOlllmittee ameudmellts make sectioll 1 of this bill iden tical to 

Assembly Bill No. 836 OCR which was released by the Assembly Edu­

catiou Conunittee on February 23, 1984 and is HOW iu the Assembly 

Revenue, ]'inanee aud Appropriations COlllmittee. 

Also, the appropriatiou is chauged from $650,000.00 to $785,000.00 to 

reflect IllOl'e current figures. 

An appropriation for $785,000.00 for this purpose is included in Sen­

ate Bill No. 2000 which is cunently before the Goverllor. 
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