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SENATE, No. 1305

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 23, 1984
By Senator ZANE
Referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture

AN Acr concerning the netting of fish and amending P. L. 1941,
e. 211.

B 1t ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 2 of P. L. 1941, c. 211 (C. 23:5-24.2) is amended
to read as follows:

2. A person intending to take fish with a net in the waters afore-
said shall, except as hereinafter provided, apply to the eommis-
sioner for a license therefor, and the commissioner upon receipt
of the application and the fee hereinafter prescribed may in his
discretion issue licenses for the taking of fish with nets **[as
follows J** **.**

**[ (a) Haul seines, the mesh of which shall not be smaller than
two and three-quarter inches stretched, and not to exceed 70 fathoms
in length, whether singly or attached, for all species, except those
specifically protected. November 1 to April 30. *[Feel* *Resi-
dent fee*, $25.00 *per net*.

(b) Fykes, the length of which including leaders, shall not ex-
ceed 30 fathoms and no part of net or leaders to be larger than
three inches stretched mesh, for all species, except those specifically
protected. November 1 to April 30. *[Fee]* *Resident fee*,
$30.00 *per net*.

(¢) Special fyke for flounder only, the length of the net not to
exceed 30 fathoms and the mesh of which shall not be less than
four inches stretched. October 1 to April 30. *[Fee]* *Resident
fee*, $4.00 *per net*.

(d) Minature fykes or pots for the taking of catfish, suckers

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets L[thus) in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics #1us is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*—Senate amendments adopted June 28, 1984.
** _Assembly committee amendments adopted September 13, 1984.
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and eels, the same not to exceed 16 inclies in dianieter in the marine
waters of this State except the Delaware bay. March 15 to Decem-
ber 15. *[Fee, $1.00 per pot or fyke]* *Resident fee, $100.00, re-
gardless of the number of pots or fykes used. No license or fee
s required for the use of miniature pots or fykes in the taking of
kllifish (Cyprinodontidae ssp.) for bait*.

(e) *[Run around net the smallest mesh of which shall be two and
three-quarter inches stretched and the length of which net shall
not exceed 200 fathoms, for all species, except those specifically
protected. March 15 to December 15. Fee, $20.00. This net shall
be used in the Atlantic ocean and the Delaware bay and its tribu-
taries only. The limit shall be one run around net per boat.]*
*(Deleted by amendment, P. L. =~ .. .. ,C .. )

(f) [Shad nets, either drifting, staked or anchored, the smallest
mesh of which shall be five inches stretched, for all species, except
those specifically protected. February 1 to May 15. Fee, $20.00.
These nets shall be used in the Atlantic ocean and the Delaware
bay and its tributaries. Staked or anchored nets may be used in
Raritan bay and Sandy ook bay.] (Deleted by amendment, P. L.

o LY

(g) Bait seines, over 50 feet long and not exceeding 150 feet.
*[Feed* *Resident fee*, $3.00 *per net*.

(h) Bait seines, not more than 50 feet long and east nets, not more
than 20 feet in diameter, *and lift or umbrella nets not greater than
four feet square® may be used without application for or granting
of license.

(i) Dip nets, not to exceed 24 inches in diameter, may be used
for the taking of herring for live bait without application for or
granting of license.

(3) Dnifting gill [net] nets, the smallest mesh of which shall be
two and three-quarter inches stretched and the length of which
net shall not exceed 200 fathoms, and staked [and] o+ anchored
gill nets, the smallest mesh of which shall be two and three-quarter
inches stretched and the length of which shall not exceed 30 fathoms,
or 50 fathoms in the Atlantic ocean, for all species except [shad
and] those specifically protected. *[Fee]* *Separate drifting,
staked or anchored gill nets or a series of joined drifting, staked
or anchored gill nets shall be marked at each end with a florescent
orange float at least 12 inches in diameter or a florescent orange
flag at least 12 inches square which is suspended at least two
feet above the water. Resident fee*, $20.00 for [the] each
drifting gill net and $3.00 for [the] each staked or anchored gill
net. [These] Drifting gill nets shall be used only in the Atlantic
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ocean and the Delaware bay and its tributaries [only. March 1 to
December 15 for the Atlantic ocean and Delaware bay. March 1
to May 15 and July 15 to December 15 for the tributaries of the
Delaware bay}. Drifting, stalked, and anchored gill nets shall e
used n the Atlantic ocean and Delaware bay from I'ebruary 1 to
December 15 and in the tributaries of the Delaware bay from Feb-
ruary 1 to May 15 and July 15 to December 15. The minimaum
stretched mesh size for the drifting, staked, and anchored gill nets
shall be five inches from February 1 to March 1 in the Atlantic
ocean, Delaware bay and its tribuiaries. Staked and anchored gill
nets, minimum mesh size five inches stretched, shall be vsed in the
Sandy Hook and Raritan bays for shad only, from I'ebruary 1 to
May 15. Shad may only be taken from Febiuary 1 to May 15.
*Drifting, staked and anchored gill nets shall not be used n the
Atlantic ocean within one-half mile of any inlet. Drifting gill nets
shall not be fastened together to form a sevies of nets which exceeds
400 fathoms from I'ebruary 1 to April 30. Drifting gill nets shall
not be fastened together to form a sevies of nets which exceeds 200
fathoms from May 1 to December 15. Staked or anchored gill nets
shall not be fastened together to form a series of nets which exceeds
120 fathoms. Separate drifting gill nets or a series of joined gill
nets shall not be set closer to any other net or series of nets than
100 fathoms. Separate staked or anchored gill nets or a series of
joined staked or anchored gill nets shall not be set closer to any
other net or series of nets than 20 fathoms.*

(k) Pound uet, the smallest mesh oi which shall be two inches
stretched for all species except those specifically protected. Feb-
ruary 15 to May 15. *[Fee]* *Resident fee*, $100.00 *per net*.
These nets shall be used in the Delaware bay only, except as other-
wise provided by law.

(1) Wire pound net which does not extend into the Delaware bay
more than 300 feet from the mean low water mark or 300 feet from
the outside of the flats which fall bare at low water, which may be
set and used in the Delaware bay only. March 1 to December 31.
*[Fee]}* *Lesident fee*, $25.00 *per net*.

(m) Parallel nets, the mesh of which shall not be smaller than
three and one-half inches stretched and the length of which shall
not exceed *[100]* *120* fathoms. *No person shall set a parallel
net other than approximately parallel to the shore, and at the low
water mark. No net shall be set across any tributary or mouth of
any tributary, and shall not be set in any manner where it impedes
navigation.* This net shall be used *only* in *[the Atlantic ocean

and]* the Delaware bay and its tributaries. September 1 to May 31.
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96 *[Fee]* *Resident fee*, $10.00 per net. This net may be used for
97 all species, except those specifically protected.

98 (n) Lobster or fish pots, for the taking of all species except
99 those specifically protected, shall be used In the Atlantic ocean,
100 Delaware bay, Raritan bay and Sandy Hook bay only and shall be
101 marked for identification in the manner preseribed by the com-
102 missioner. The commissioner may require that lobster or fish pots
103 shall be designed to include escape vents. *Resident fee, $100.00,
104 regardless of the number of pots used.*

105 The commissioner may adopt any rules and regulations which he
106 deems necessary to earry out the purposes of this section.J**

107  **a. The commissioner shall establish resident fees within the
108 following ranges:

109 (1) Haul seines, $25.00 to $§50.00 per net;

110 (2) Fykes, $12.00 to $30.00 per net;

111 (3) Miniature fykes or pots, $100.00 to $200.00 regardless of the
112 number, provided that not more than two miniature fykes or pots
113 may be used for the taking of killifish (Cyprinodontidae ssp.) or
114 eels for bait without a license. Killifish or eels taken without a
115 license may not be sold or used for barter;

116  (4) Bait seines greater than 50 feet long but less than 150 feel
117 long, $3.00 to $10.00 per net;

118  (5) Drifting gill nets, $20.00 to $50.00 per net;

119  (6) Staked or anchored gill nets, $3.00 to $10.00 per met;

120 (7) Pound net, $100.00 to $200.00 per net;

121 (8) Wire pound net, $25.00 to $100.00 per net;

122 (9) Parallel nets, $10.00 to $30.00 per net;

123 (10) Lobster or fish pots, $§100.00 to $200.00 regardless of the
124 number of pots used;

125 (11) Horseshoe crab dredge, $15.00 to $30.00 per vessel;

126 (12) Shrimp trawl, $12.00 to $30.00 per net.

127  b. No license shall be required for the following :

128 (1) Dip nets 24 inches in diameter or less used for the taking of
129 herring for live bait;

130  (2) Bait seines 50 feet long or less;

131 (3) Cast nets 20 feet in diameter or less;

132 (4) Lift or umbrella nets four feet square or less.

133 Fish taken under this subsection may not be sold or used for
134 barter.**

135  **¢.** *Nonresident license fees **[Lare]** **shall be** the same
136 as resident fees if a resident of this State may obtain a license to
137 fish for similar species of fish with similar gear in the nonresident
138 applicant’s state for the same fee as a resident of that state. Other-
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139 wise, the license fee for a nonresident is **[five]** **10** times

140 the license fee charged to a resident.*

141 **The commissioner may, pursuant to the “Administrative Pro-

142 cedure Act,” P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), adopt rules and

143 regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.**
1 2. This act shall take effect **[immediately]** **January 1,
2 1985™**,
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(k) Pound net, the smallest mesh of which shall be two inches
stretched for all species except those specifically protected. Febru-
ary 15 to May 15. Fee, $100.00. These nets shall be used in the
Delaware bay only, except as otherwise provided by law.

(1) Wire pound net which does not extend into the Delaware
bay more than 300 feet from the mean low water mark or 300 feet
from the outside of the flats which fall bare at low water, which
may be set and used in the Delaware bay only. Marel 1 to Deceni-
ber 31. Fee, $25.00.

(m) Parallel nets, the mesh of which shall not be smaller than
three and one-half inches stretched and the length of which shall
not exceed 100 fathoms. This net shall be used in the Atlantic ocean
and the Delawaie bay and its tributaries. September 1 to May 31.
Fee, $10.00 per net. This net may be used for all species, except
those specifically protected.

(n) Lobster or fish pots, for the taking of all species except
those specifically protected, shall be used in the Atlantic ocean,
Delaware bay, Raritan bay and Sandy Hook bay only and shall be
marked for identification in the manner preseribed by the com-
missioner. The commissioner may require that lobster or fish pots
shall be designed to include escape vents.

The commissioner may adopt any rules and regulations which he
deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill simplifies the law concerning the use of drifting, staked
or anchored gill nets by eliminating the requirement that a separate
license be obtained for the use of these gill nets in shad fishing.
This bill also makes minor changes to the dates when these gill
nets may be used in certain waters. Parallel nets shall not be more
than 100 fathoms in length and a fee of $10.00 per net shall be
charged.



ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1305

[Orrician Copy REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: SEPTEMBER 13, 1984

As amended by the Assembly Agriculture and Environment Com-
mittee, this bill authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection to establish a range of fees for licenses for
the residents of the State required for the taking of fish with certain
nets, pots and other devices. The bill would require that the same fees
be charged non-residents if the State in which the non-resident resides
does mnot distinguish between residents and non-residents for the
purpose of charging fees for licenses. If such a distinction is made,
liowever, the fee charged by this State to a non-resident would be ten
times the fee charged a resident. The bill also prescribes those nets
which may be used without a license.

The committee aniended the bill to omit all of the technical require-
ments concerning net mesh size and seasons during which certain fish
could be taken, and established a range within which license fees may
be fixed. The purpose of these amendments is to provide a greater
degree of administrative flexibility.

The committee reported the bill favorably.
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Senate Amendments

(Proposed by Sen. Zane)

- ' to

Senate Bill No. 1305

(Sponsored by Sen. Zane)

STATEMENT

The purpose of these amendments to
Senate Bill No. 1305 of 1984 is to include
in that bill those changes recommended by
the Department of Environmental Protection.
Resident and nonresident fees are established;
the fee for a resident license to take
catfish, suckers and eels with miniature
fykes and pots is changed from a "per pot"
to a "per license" fee; licenses for certain
methods of taking fish are eliminated;
certain restrictions for the use of 1lift
and umbrella nets, drifting, staked and
anchored gill nets and parallel nets are
established; and certain seasonal limitations
are changed or imposed.
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