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Codey Signs Health Care Professional Responsibility and 
Reporting Enhancement Act  

 

   
(WOODBRIDGE) – Acting Governor Richard J. Codey today signed Senate bill 1804, 
which strengthens reporting requirements for health care facilities, and requires all 
licensed health care professionals to undergo criminal history background checks.  The 
need for these safeguards was made apparent after it was revealed that Charles Cullen, a 
nurse who claimed to have killed up to 40 patients under his care, was able to jump from 
job to job despite a questionable employment record.            
  
“Whenever someone requires medical attention or specialized care, they place more than 
just their trust in the hands of our health care professionals, they place their very lives,” 
said Codey.  “The failure to share information about Charles Cullen is a failure that can 
never be repeated.  With this bill, that will never happen again.   
  
Today, we are taking an important step to improve safeguards and fortify reporting 
requirements for our heath care facilities,” Codey continued.  “By fostering greater 
disclosure and raising the level of professional accountability, we are ensuring that 
patients get the care they need and the protection they deserve.”     
  
The bill signing was held at St. Joseph’s Senior Home in Woodbridge.  Codey was joined 
by bill sponsors Senator Joseph F. Vitale (D-Middlesex) and Assemblywoman Loretta 
Weinberg (D-Bergen) along with Attorney General Peter Harvey and Woodbridge Mayor 
Frank Pelzman.   
  
“Today, we are putting into place the protections necessary to ensure that the atrocities 
committed by Charles Cullen can never happen again,” said Vitale.  “Cullen's abuse of the 
trust we place in the medical community has shaken that trust to the core, and we must 
restore it through greater reporting standards and increased safeguards against negligence 
and malfeasance.  With these reforms in place, the medical community can begin to leave 
the shadow of Cullen behind.” 
  
Weinberg, chairwoman of the Assembly Health and Human Services Committee said: 
“Charles Cullen's wanton abuse of his position as caregiver, and his ability to maneuver 
through the state's health care industry undetected, is proof-positive that our medical 
reporting system is flawed.  Patient safety must be paramount for legislators, doctors and 
medical facilities.  The patient protections provided through this legislation will not only 
save lives, it will better enable the medical community to weed out problem practitioners.” 



  
Senator Walter J. Kavanaugh (R-Morris, Somerset) and Assemblywoman Linda R. 
Greenstein (D-Mercer, Middlesex) are also sponsors.  Co-sponsors include Senators 
Byron M. Baer (D-Bergen) and Peter A. Inverso (R-Mercer, Middlesex)  
  
Known as the “Health Care Professional Responsibility and Reporting Act,” S1804 
increases protections to allow medical care facilities to report to other facilities disciplinary 
actions taken against an employee for professional misconduct, improper patient care or 
other actions that impact a health care professional’s ability to practice medicine with 
reasonable skill and safety.  The bill also requires greater disclosure from health care 
professionals and medical facilities to the state Division of Consumer Affairs when they 
have information regarding incompetence or negligence of an employee that would 
endanger patients.  In addition, it requires criminal background checks for health care 
professionals as a condition of renewal of their professional license. 
  
From 1987 to 2005, Cullen worked as a nurse at 10 hospitals in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. He was arrested on December 12, 2003, and charged with the murder of Rev. 
Florian Gall.  Since his arrest, Cullen has claimed he killed up to 40 patients under his care 
over the course of his 16-year career.  He has pled guilty to murdering 24 people and 
attempting to kill five others.  By pleading guilty, he was spared the death penalty.  He 
faces more than 127 years in New Jersey prison without parole.  Criminal investigations are 
being conducted by the respective county Prosecutor Offices in New Jersey and District 
Attorney Offices in Pennsylvania.  No sentence dates have been set, as investigations are 
ongoing.   
   
 


	 

