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Acting Governor Codey Signs Bill Reducing Mercury 
Emissions  

 

  
Rules Call for Program to Remove Mercury Switches from Vehicles 

  
(BURLINGTON CITY) – Acting Governor Richard J. Codey today signed A2482, 
legislation that helps reduce in-state mercury emissions by establishing a program to 
remove mercury switches from vehicles prior to melting them for scrap metal.  This new 
program will address one of New Jersey’s largest remaining sources of mercury 
contamination. 
  
“Today, New Jersey takes another important step to improve the health of our citizens and 
protect our environment from mercury,” said Codey. “The switch removal program will 
lower the exposure of pregnant women and children to harmful mercury emissions, reduce 
the levels of mercury that build up in fish caught by our local fishermen, and aid the state’s 
iron and steel melters in complying with New Jersey’s mercury regulations.” 
  
Despite ceasing to use mercury switches in cars sold in Europe as early as 1992, auto 
manufacturers continued to install switches containing mercury in convenience lights and 
anti-lock braking systems in vehicles sold in the United States prior to 2003. 
  
The bill requires all scrap yards to remove mercury switches from vehicles before sending 
the scrap metal to iron and steel mills, where the mercury would otherwise be released into 
the air when the vehicles are melted down and recycled.  New Jersey joins Maine and 
Arkansas to become only the third state in the nation to have mandatory collection and 
recovery programs for mercury switches.  
  
Today’s bill signing took place at U.S. Pipe Company in Burlington City, one of the state’s 
oldest iron and steel melters.  Joining Codey for the event were Senator Stephen M. 
Sweeney and Assemblyman John J. Burzichelli, leading sponsors of the bill and 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner Bradley M. Campbell. 
  
The new law was sponsored by Assemblymen Burzichelli, Reed Gusciora, John F. 
McKeon, and Senators Sweeney and Barbara Buono.  It was co-sponsored by 
Assemblyman Robert M. Gordon and Assemblywoman Loretta Weinberg and Senators 
John H. Adler, Joseph Coniglio and Fred H. Madden.  The bill also received significant 
support from a coalition of business leaders, environmental groups, public health advocates, 
and fishing groups.  



  
“Mercury poisoning can cause serious health problems, especially in pregnant women and 
their unborn children," said Senator Sweeney (D-Gloucester, Cumberland and Salem).  
"Removing these switches from scrapped vehicles will help prevent mercury from leaking 
into local water supplies and damaging the health of New Jersey's residents." 
  
"When a car is retired to the junkyard, it is stripped of its parts and melted down to recycle 
the steel," said Assemblyman Burzichelli (D-Gloucester). "But its batteries, gasoline, freon, 
oil and transmission fluid are extracted before it is melted to ensure that these 
environmental hazards are not released into the air.  It is just common sense to require that 
any mercury in a vehicle also gets removed." 
  
Under the legislation, the vehicle recyclers or scrap yards will receive a minimum of $2 
from the major auto manufacturers for each switch they remove. The auto manufacturers 
also are responsible for establishing a program for the safe final disposal of the switches.  
  
The approximately 500,000 vehicles that are scrapped per year in New Jersey may contain 
as much as 1000 pounds of mercury, much of which is likely to be released to the 
environment when the shredded vehicles are melted down.  Since auto manufacturers 
stopped using mercury switches in the U.S. in 2003, the number of switches to be removed 
will gradually decline over the next ten years. 
  
This new legislation further bolsters New Jersey’s national leadership in reducing mercury 
emissions. Last year, New Jersey adopted some of the most comprehensive regulations in 
the nation for limiting mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants, iron and steel 
melters, and municipal solid waste incinerators. Those rules will reduce in-state mercury 
emissions by over 1,500 pounds annually.  
  
“Once again, New Jersey has taken a national leadership role in protecting the health of our 
residents and reducing contamination in our environment,” said Commissioner Campbell. 
“New Jersey’s proactive approach stands in marked contrast to the federal government’s 
failure to protect the public, as evidenced by the EPA’s recent mercury rules that delay by 
more than a generation reductions in nationwide mercury emissions.” 
  
Mercury is a highly toxic pollutant. Exposure to the most toxic form of mercury comes 
primarily from eating contaminated fish and shellfish.  Children and pregnant women are 
especially susceptible to mercury contamination, which can cause permanent brain damage 
to the fetus, infants, and young children. Mercury exposure has been shown to affect the 
ability of children to concentrate and to remember.  
  
Even exposure to low levels of mercury can permanently damage the brain and nervous 
system and cause behavioral changes.  At least one in 10 pregnant women in New Jersey 
have concentrations of mercury in their hair samples that exceed safe levels. 
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