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Acting Governor Codey Signs Bill Allowing Sexual Assault 
Survivors the Option of Emergency Contraceptives 

 

  
(TRENTON) – Acting Governor Richard J. Codey today signed S1668/A2698a bill which 
requires hospitals to inform sexual assault survivors about emergency contraceptives and 
provide them upon request. 
  
The new law was co-sponsored by Senators Shirley Turner and Joe Vitale and 
Assemblymen Neil Cohen, Reed Gusciora, John McKeon and John Wisniewski. 
  
“Women who are victims of sexual assault can feel helpless and alone,” said Codey. “We 
need to do whatever we can to help these women physically as well as emotionally and this 
law provides us with an important tool.”  
  
Under the new law, emergency departments and general hospitals are required to give 
female sexual assault victims a pregnancy test. If the test indicates that no pregnancy has 
occurred, the facility is required to provide the victim with information on emergency 
contraception, prescription drugs to prevent pregnancy, and inform her of the option of 
being provided that emergency contraception. Upon her request, the facility will now have 
to provide the contraception.   
  
According to Planned Parenthood Federation of America, emergency 
contraceptives are most effective in preventing a pregnancy from occurring if taken within 
120 hours (five days) of unprotected intercourse. Emergency contraceptive pills are not 
effective if the woman is already pregnant. The time-sensitive nature of emergency 
contraceptives makes it important for women to have access to the pills soon after a sexual 
assault has occurred.  
  
Turner spearheaded the effort the get the legislation passed. “All women have the 
fundamental right to choose when and how and with whom they have a child,” said Turner. 
“Victims of sexual assault shouldn't have this choice taken away from them by the heinous 
acts of a criminal. When hospitals give these women the option to prevent an unwanted 
pregnancy, it is the first step in helping them feel empowered again." 
  
"Access to immediate emergency contraception and counseling is critical in helping sexual 
assault victims cope with their horrible ordeal," said Vitale, Chairman of the Senate Health, 
Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee. "Emergency contraception should and will 
now be available at all health facilities throughout New Jersey.  The risk of an unplanned 



pregnancy through an already traumatic experience is why this legislation is necessary, and 
the State has a moral obligation to ensure equal access to contraception for all sexual assault 
victims." 
  
The law also requires written information be developed by the Commissioner of Health and 
Senior Services in collaboration with the Director of the Division on Women, the New 
Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault and a sexual assault Nurse examiner that would 
explain the nature of the emergency contraception, the effectiveness of emergency 
contraception in preventing pregnancy, where emergency contraception can be obtained, 
and treatment options. The information will now be distributed to all hospital emergency 
rooms and ambulatory care facilities in quantities sufficient to comply with the purposes of 
this act. 

“I applaud the sponsors of this legislation for earning the support of such diverse groups 
which are often on opposing sides when it comes to reproductive issues,” said Codey. “The 
New Jersey Catholic Conference and Catholic Health Care of New Jersey, Planned 
Parenthood and the New Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault have come together in an 
effort to help victims of sexual assault and they, along with the sponsors of this law, should 
be recognized for their work.” 
  
The law also provides that all covered health care facilities must develop written policies 
and procedures to ensure that all personnel who provide care or information to sexual 
assault victims are trained to provide medically and factually accurate and objective 
information about emergency contraception to a sexual assault victim and provide that 
information to a sexual assault victim. 
  
Assemblyman Reed Gusciora was the main sponsor of this bill in the Assembly. “Hospitals 
should be required to provide victims with immediate information, “said Gusciora. “They 
should also be providing access to emergency contraceptives to prevent the victim from 
suffering any unnecessary worry or concern." 
 
"Childbirth should be a momentous occasion, not a reminder of a violent crime," said 
Cohen. "Regardless of personal or religious beliefs, no woman should be forced to endure 
the emotional distress of a rape-induced pregnancy." 
  
"Health care facilities must be equipped and prepared to tend to both a rape victim's 
physical and emotional wounds," said McKeon. "Emergency contraceptives will provide 
victims with peace of mind, allowing them to move on and live life without a daily 
reminder of that horrible crime." 
  
The Department of Health and Senior Services now must investigate complaints of 
noncompliance with this act. The Commissioner of Health and Senior Services would be 
empowered to assess penalties against facilities shown to have a pattern of noncompliance. 
    
 


