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McGreevey Signs Law Protection New Jersey's Women 

Law Marks Successful Fight to Mandate Insurance Coverage of Mammograms for Young 
Women 

  
  

(FREEHOLD)— Governor James E. McGreevey today joined breast cancer survivors, 
advocates and Legislative sponsors at Centra State Medical Center, to sign A2261/S862 
into law.  In his annual State of the State address in January, Governor James E. 
McGreevey first proposed legislation to require insurance companies to cover 
mammograms for women under 40 with a family history of breast cancer.  Since then, the 
Governor, female Cabinet members, and Legislators have been working with women’s 
health advocates from across the state to fight to get A2261/S862 passed.   
  
“Today is a great day for the women of New Jersey,” said Governor McGreevey.  “Cancer, 
particularly breast cancer is among the most pressing health issues in this state, and access 
to mammograms is the most important weapon we have in this fight.  That is why we have 
fought, alongside the women in this room, to make sure insurance companies cover 
mammograms for any woman who needs one – regardless of age.  And today we celebrate 
the results of that fight – a fight that began months ago, when women came to me and asked 
me to make this the law. Today we score a victory that will help women for years to come.”
  
The Governor cited statistics like the American Cancer Society’s estimation that 7,400 new 
cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed in New Jersey this year, and that New Jersey 
actually has the highest mortality rate in the nation for breast cancer.    
  
Previously, New Jersey law only required insurance companies to cover an annual 
mammogram for women age 40 and older.  For women with a family history of breast 
cancer, however, many doctors recommend that they begin annual mammograms ten years 
prior to the age at which their family member was first diagnosed.  For some women, this 
means that they must start having annual mammograms as early as age 25.   
  
The bill signed into law today, A2261/S862, requires health insurance companies cover an 



annual mammogram for women under 40 when recommended by her doctor. 
  
“For so many of us, the statistics about women’s breast disease are more than anonymous 
numbers,” said Senate Sponsor Senator Ellen Karcher.  “They represent our mothers, 
sisters, aunts, and daughters who are facing breast disease and cancer at alarmingly younger 
and younger ages. No woman should have to fight with her insurance company to cover this 
potentially life-saving test.  Not me, not you, not any young woman in New Jersey.  This 
law makes sure that no woman in this state will ever have to face that fight again.”   

  
"Insurance companies should not be allowed to deny women early detection of breast 
cancer," said Assemblywoman Joan M.Voss (D-Bergen).  "In many cases women are 
genetically pre-disposed, and this law is crucially important because it will save lives."   
  
"When women are at-risk for breast cancer, they should have access to detection 
alternatives regardless of age," said Assemblywoman Linda R.Greenstein (D-Middlesex). 
"Far too many lives have been lost to late detection." 
  
"Although breast cancer is more likely in women age 40 and older, thousands of younger 
women are being diagnosed with the illness each year," said Assemblywoman Loretta 
Weinberg (D-Bergen). "Fortunately, breast cancer can be cured at any age if detected early 
enough; this law will ensure that." 
  
"Breast cancer knows no boundaries, including age," said Assemblyman Joseph J. Roberts 
(D-Camden). "Because a family history of breast cancer is a predicator of one's potential 
susceptibility, covering the cost of mammograms at any age should be required by 
insurers."  
  
"There are two steps to protecting women at risk for breast cancer: detection and 
treatment," said Assemblyman Neil M. Cohen (D-Union). "This law will guarantee the 
availability of insurance coverage for women who need treatment the most." 
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