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Governor’s Statement Upon Signing Assembly Bill 2073 

                                
(TRENTON) -- Governor James E. McGreevey issued the following statement today 
regarding the passage of Assembly Bill 2073: 
  
“Assembly Bill No. 2073, which I signed today, establishes the ‘New Jersey Civil Rights 
Act’ and provides additional statutory remedies for people whose constitutional rights are 
violated.   
  
“This new law provides legal redress when a person’s substantive due process or equal 
protection rights, privileges or immunities have been interfered with or when a person has 
been deprived of substantive rights, privileges or immunities as secured by either the laws 
of the Constitution of the United States or the laws of the Constitution of New Jersey.   
  
“The bill also authorizes the Attorney General to bring actions in the name of the State and 
on behalf of an injured party for damages, injunctive or other appropriate relief.  
Importantly, in signing this new law, New Jersey has now established a State analog to the 
federal civil rights act codified at 42 U.S.C.A. ' 1983.   
  
“While the causes of action for which the new law provides statutory authorization are, for 
the most part, already available, this new civil rights act fills in the gaps in the breadth of 
our civil remedies, assuring that we have recourse when necessary to protect the enjoyment 
of our constitutional rights.  These statutory causes of action will incorporate and integrate 
seamlessly with the existing jurisprudence that protects civil rights.   
  
“This bill provides a powerful new procedural mechanism to safeguard the exercise of 
State and federal constitutional rights, enforceable in New Jersey state courts, the very 
existence of which will help deter those who would improperly deprive us of our 
constitutional rights, complementing existing statutes and procedural provisions applicable 
to litigation.    
  
“It does not create any new substantive rights, override existing statutes of limitations, 



waive immunities or alter jurisdictional or procedural requirements, including those 
established by the Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey, that are 
otherwise applicable to the assertion of constitutional and statutory rights.  And it gives us 
an additional, robust tool for appropriate legal redress when our constitutionally protected 
rights are indeed violated, either by governmental or private actors.   
  
“To accomplish these salutary purposes, to enhance the civil rights protections available to 
all our citizens, I am honored to sign this legislation.” 
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