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McGreevey Helps Families Suffering from President’s Cuts to Federal Housing 
Program  

New Law Allocates $10 Million Annually to Help New Jersey’s Poorest Residents  
  

(TRENTON) – Governor James E. McGreevey today signed into law A2476, which creates 
a permanent program to provide rental assistance to low income residents affected by 
President Bush’s cuts to the federal Section 8 housing program.  
  
“President Bush’s cuts to the Section 8 program will leave thousands of New Jersey’s 
neediest families behind,” said McGreevey. “We can’t stand by and let this happen. 
Families struggle enough just to feed and clothe their children. Losing rental assistance 
would be devastating.”  
  
The new law allocates $10 million a year to fund the state rental assistance program, $3 
million of which is to be allocated for assisting senior citizens 65 or older. The Department 
of Community Affairs will administer the program. 
  
“As a result of the federal cuts to the Section 8 Program, thousands of New Jersey’s low-
income residents would suffer – and some would lose their housing funding entirely,” DCA 
Commissioner Susan Bass Levin said.  “Here in New Jersey, we refuse to leave our 
hardworking families out in the cold.  We understand that it is our responsibility to create 
quality, affordable housing options for low-income individuals and families, and this rental 
assistance law helps us do just that.”   
  
Rental assistance payments will only be available to low income residents who are eligible 
for Section 8 vouchers, but are unable to obtain them because of lack of funding for the 
federal program. Under the law, state assistance would end once a resident receives Section 
8 money. 
  
The bill’s sponsors include Assembly Speaker Albio Sires, Senate President Pro Temp 
Shirley K. Turner, Senators Ronald L. Rice, Sharpe James, and Assembly members Bonnie 
Watson Coleman, Reed Gusciora, Gordon M. Johnson and Louis Chiappone.  



  
“Cuts to Section 8 housing in the President's proposed budget have left thousands of New 
Jersey's neediest families living in fear that they may no longer be able to afford a place to 
live," said Speaker Sires (D-Hudson). “This program will help replace what these families 
are having taken away.” 
  
"With the waiting lists for federal housing assistance growing rapidly, and the high cost of 
living in New Jersey rising even higher, the State is taking the only responsible action by 
stepping up to help those in need,” said Senator Turner (D-Mercer.)  “We've looked at our 
priorities, and come to the conclusion that we must meet the obligation that the federal 
government is failing to meet in terms of helping low- and moderate-income residents find 
and maintain their housing.” 
  
“I am glad that this bill was passed and hope that even more will be done for the poor in 
New Jersey over the next year," said Senator Rice (D-Essex).  “There are 18,000 people in 
Newark who are waiting to be enrolled in Section 8 and we need to step up our support for 
them as well as the middle-class and senior citizens, who are having trouble making ends 
meet in New Jersey's expensive housing market.” 
  
“The State housing subsidy program is a step in the right direction for New Jersey because 
it helps those that need our help the most," said Senator James (D-Essex and Union). 
“Parents are working multiple jobs just to cover the cost of living in New Jersey.  They 
should be spending their money on more than just putting food on the table, clothing their 
children, and paying so much in rent. They should do what they can to ensure a better life 
for themselves and for generations to come.” 
  
“For many families, rental assistance doesn't just go to pay the landlord, it buys peace of 
mind and security,” said Assemblywoman Watson-Coleman (D-Mercer). 
  
“The sheer number of applicants vying for the few available housing units and vouchers 
across the state speaks directly to the need for this program,” said Assemblyman Gusciora 
(D-Mercer).  “We must do the right thing by ensuring that thousands of low-income 
residents are not priced out of their homes.” 
  
“The proposed cuts in federal housing assistance show a true lack of compassion from the 
Bush Administration,” said Assemblyman Johnson (D-Bergen). 
  
“This law shows we are working to ensure that no one in New Jersey is left behind or left 
out in the cold,” said Assemblyman Chiappone (D-Hudson). 
  
An estimated 100,000 New Jersey residents are currently on the Section 8 waiting list. The 
Bush Administration cuts would mean that more than 7,700 families would lose their 
vouchers in 2005 and more than 18,500 would lose their vouchers by 2009. 
  
David Legow, President of the New Jersey Apartment Association, praised the Governor 
for signing the bill into law. 



  
“The NJAA looks forward to working with the Administration in efforts to create a rental 
assistance program that works for residents and property owners alike; one that is 
streamlined, unified, consistent between jurisdictions, and truly consumer-friendly,” Legow 
said. 
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Copies of legislation signed by Governor McGreevey may be viewed by entering the bill 
numbers at http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/. 
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