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McGreevey Signs Bills Protecting the Health of NJ’s Families 

     
     

                           Creates Immunization Registry for Children;  
Establishes Health Enterprise Zones Providing Access to Quality Care in Underserved 

Communities 
  

(TRENTON) – Governor James E. McGreevey today signed into law A2240, the 
“Statewide Immunization Registry Act,” and A2638, which creates Health Enterprise Zones 
to provide access to quality medical care for residents of certain medically underserved 
municipalities. 
  
“Protecting the health of New Jersey’s families is our most paramount obligation,” said 
Governor McGreevey.  “Today, we help to fulfill that obligation with a significant step to 
secure a healthy future for all of New Jersey’s children. By establishing a registry of 
childhood immunizations, we help ensure that every child begins his or her life with the 
best protection possible against some of the world’s most life-threatening diseases.” 
  
A2240, the “Statewide Immunization Act,” creates an automated and electronic 
immunization registry to compile and maintain immunization and preventative health 
screening records. The state Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) will oversee 
the centralized registry.  The registry will serve as a single repository of immunization 
records for New Jersey's children and will be used to ensure that registrants receive all 
recommended immunizations; to improve immunization rates by sending notice of overdue 
or upcoming required immunizations; to require immediate immunization in the event of a 
vaccine-preventable communicable disease outbreak; and to work with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s health advisories and immunization recommendations.   
  
Health care providers, schools and colleges, licensed childcare centers, and public and 
private agencies will have immediate access to the registry. A newborn infant will be 
included in the registry at birth unless a parent or legal guardian provides a written request 
denying participation in the database. Parents or legal guardians of children born before the 



enactment of this bill can voluntarily enroll their child in the registry. 

"The number of vaccines available to children has shot up in recent years," said Senator 
Joseph Vitale, D-Middlesex and Chair of the Senate Health, Human Services & Senior 
Citizens Committee.  "It can be very difficult for parents to track which vaccines their 
children have and which ones they will soon need.  This registry will provide parents, 
doctors and schools with a quick and powerful tool to ensure that children stay up to date 
with their shots. It will go a long way toward promoting good health practices in New 
Jersey's kids." 
  
"As students in the State prepare to go back to school, it is necessary that they have the 
proper tools to excel," said Senator John H. Adler, D-Camden.  "As parents pick up 
notebooks and pens and other classroom essentials, they should keep in mind that good 
health is possibly the most important aspect to ensure success in school.  With schools 
having greater ability to monitor vaccinations through a statewide computer database, we 
can make sure that our State's kids are focusing on school work, and not health problems, in 
the coming school year." 
  
"Readily accessible immunization records will provide emergency responders with an 
immediate sense of who could face a greater risk if exposed to toxic bio-chemical agents or 
contagious antibodies," said Assemblywoman Joan M. Quigley, D-Hudson, chairwoman of 
the Assembly Homeland Security and State Preparedness Committee. "This registry will be 
an invaluable resource." 
  
"In the event of a contagious outbreak, the registry will save precious minutes when 
identifying potentially at-risk youths and adults who should be quarantined or carefully 
monitored," said Assemblyman Robert L. Morgan, D-Monmouth, a practicing pediatrician.  
  
"Preparation is always the best defense," said Assemblyman Robert M. Gordon, D-Bergen. 
"This registry is a precaution that in the end could save many lives." 
  
A2638, also signed into law today, creates Health Enterprise Zones (HEZ) in certain 
municipalities to encourage establishment of certain primary care practices in medically 
underserved areas. 
  
“Fulfilling our obligation to protect the health of our families also means ensuring every 
family in New Jersey has access to top-quality medical care, regardless of where they live,” 
said Governor McGreevey. “Today we mark a milestone in meeting that obligation, with 
the establishment of Health Enterprise Zones.  With this new law, we expand access to 
quality health care for medically underserved communities, by offering incentives to 
physicians and dentists that practice in those communities.  These Zones will help provide 
peace of mind to every family, that when confronted with the challenge of illness, medical 
care will be available.” 
  
"New Jersey residents who live in urban areas need to have access to medical and dental 
offices," said Senator Ronald L. Rice, D-Essex.  "Urban residents who have limited 



transportation options tend to forgo regular check-ups that are necessary to remain a healthy 
individual.  By bringing the doctors to them, we are providing a great service to those in 
urban areas who have slipped through the cracks in our State's health care system."   
  
"Health Care Enterprise Zones will provide medical safety nets for residents who might 
otherwise have insufficient access to care," said Assembly Speaker Albio Sires, D-Hudson. 
"We need to provide every possible incentive to draw primary care physicians back into 
New Jersey's urban centers, where too many of our residents do not have ready access to 
basic medical care.  Local primary care providers are critical links in providing accessible 
medical services to every New Jerseyan." 
  
"Our State's urban centers are tragically underserved by the medical community, and we 
need to take action to reverse this trend," said Senator Barbara Buono, D-Middlesex.  "By 
offering incentives to doctors to set up shop in New Jersey's cities, we can begin to bridge 
the gap between the haves and the have-nots in terms of health care opportunities.  Many of 
the families in these areas are experiencing major health problems that could otherwise 
have been avoided with regular visits to a doctor. With this measure we can move forward 
and get medical attention to those New Jerseyans who have traditionally been unable to find 
a doctor within their local vicinity." 
  
"Bringing doctors back into our underserved communities will provide basic medical care 
access for countless residents currently lacking sufficient health services," said 
Assemblyman Wilfredo Caraballo, D-Essex.  "Low-interest loans will greatly help 
physicians shoulder the costs of starting or expanding medical offices in underserved urban 
centers.  The cost of medical equipment or the construction of an office should not be a 
deterrent to establishing a medical practice that would provide critical health care in 
underserved neighborhoods." 
  
Under this new law, qualified primary care physicians and dentists who practice in an HEZ 
will be: allowed to deduct from their taxable income an amount of their net income from the 
practice that is proportional to their gross receipts from providing health care services to 
eligible recipients of the Medicaid program and the New Jersey FamilyCare program at 
their practices located in an HEZ.  They also will be eligible to apply for low-interest loans, 
under a new loan program created under the bill and administered by the New Jersey 
Economic Development Authority, for the purposes of constructing and renovating their 
office spaces in an HEZ and purchasing medical equipment for use in their practices in an 
HEZ; and eligible for an exemption from taxation as real property for their qualified 
medical and dental offices located in an HEZ in which they provide health care services, if 
the municipality in which the HEZ is located adopts a resolution to that effect. 
  
Primary care physicians and dentists who practice within five miles of an HEZ will also be 
allowed the gross income tax deduction and will be eligible for the loan program if at least 
half of their gross receipts at the practice are from providing health care services to eligible 
recipients of the Medicaid program and the New Jersey FamilyCare program and at least 
half of those eligible Medicaid and FamilyCare recipients to whom they provide services 
are residents of an HEZ. 



  
  

Copies of the legislation signed by Governor McGreevey may be viewed by entering the 
bill numbers at http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/. 
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