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Mcgreevey Enacts Protections for New Jersey’s Ocean Waters 

Governor signs legislation setting strict standards for PCBs in dredged 
materials.

 
(SANDY HOOK) – Taking a significant step toward safeguarding the State’s 
precious ocean resources, Governor James E. McGreevey today signed a bill, 
Senate Bill 1969, strictly limiting the amount of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 
in dredged materials transported through New Jersey’s waters for disposal off 
New Jersey’s coast.  
 
“With this new law, we will have the power we need to protect our coastal 
resources and more importantly, our families, from harmful materials like PCBs,” 
said McGreevey.  “The message is clear: Any and all dredged materials dumped 
in New Jersey’s ocean waters must meet our strict health standards. If they do 
not meet our tough standards, you can take the materials elsewhere.”
 
The Governor was joined by Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
Commissioner Bradley M. Campbell, Congressmen Rush Holt and Frank Pallone, 
ocean advocates, and bill sponsors Senator Joseph Palaia, and Assemblymen Reed 
Gusciora and Steve Corodemus.  
 
More than 100 students and parents from Nut Swamp Elementary School located 
in Middletown, Monmouth County, joined Governor McGreevey to support the 
bill signing. As part of an “Action Through Government” project, the students 
sent postcards to the Governor asking him to support the ban of unsafe ocean 
dumping off of the New Jersey coast. 
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"New Jersey's residents can be assured that the persistent threat of unsafe levels 
of PCBs in dredge materials used to cap toxic areas off of Sandy Hook has been 
laid to rest," said DEP Commissioner Campbell. "Under Governor McGreevey's 
leadership, this Administration has issued important health advisories to warn the 
public of harmful concentrations of PCBs in fish, and it has now acted to reduce a 
source of that contamination."
 
“Today is a good day for the ocean. The state has taken a bold and important step 
toward ensuring that the ocean continues to improve,” said Clean Ocean Action’s 
Executive Director Cindy Zipf. “The swift action and unanimous, bipartisan 
support for this legislation is proof of the unwavering commitment of all citizens 
to a healthy ocean.”
 
At an oceanfront event at Sandy Hook Gateway Recreation Area, Governor 
McGreevey signed a bill that bans the transport of all sediments with PCB 
concentration that exceed 113 parts per billion – as tested in the tissues of worms 
exposed to the dredged materials - that are slated for placement at the Historic 
Area Remediation Site (HARS) or any other ocean site within New Jersey’s 
waters. HARS is located about three and one-half miles off the coast of Sandy 
Hook.
 
At the urging of the Governor, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
finalized a similar rule this year that set the 113 parts per billion standard for PCB 
concentration in dredged material destined for HARS. The passage and the 
signature of New Jersey’s legislation will help enforce the stricter standard and 
solidify the state’s ability to protect its citizens, ocean waters and marine life.
 
"Today's bill signing, on the heels of EPA's finalization of a PCB guideline, 
provides a double victory for the Jersey Shore weeks before the summer beach 
season begins," Pallone said.   "Both of these actions solidify the importance of 
the 113 PCB standard, making it virtually impossible for contaminated materials 
to be sent out to the old Mud Dump Site."     
 
"A clean ocean is important for New Jersey and the nation, and we should take 
every step to keep it clean. I applaud the administration and the state legislature 
for passing this bill," said Holt.
 
Elevated levels of PCBs from dredge spoils represents a health risk to humans and 
wildlife, and threatens the environment and the safe recreational use of New 
Jersey’s shores. Long-term exposure to PCBs has been shown to cause a number 
of serious health effects, including impacts on the nervous system of developing 
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fetuses, the immune system and the reproductive system. PCBs are also 
considered a probable human carcinogen.
 
The HARS is a 15.7 square nautical-mile area located approximately 3.5 nautical 
miles east of the New Jersey Highlands. HARS was designated to allow EPA and 
the Army Corps of Engineers to remediate portions of the ocean floor that had 
been contaminated by disposal practices dating back to the 1800s. To properly cap 
and remediate the HARS and ensure that contaminants are not released, only 
dredged material that meets federal requirements is allowed to be placed there. 
 
"This bill could not have been signed a minute too soon.  No family should have 
to worry about their kids' health when they go swimming at one of New Jersey's 
beaches," said Senator John H. Adler (D-Camden).  "As we enter into the 
summer season, those up and down the Jersey Shore should have the peace of 
mind that their waters are protected.  These provisions will set up strict standards 
for those transporting cancer-causing materials through our state waters."      
 
"The state must protect its citizens from increased exposure to harmful 
carcinogens in our coastal waters," said Gusciora (D-Mercer).  "Just because the 
federal government has relaxed its standards of PCB contamination doesn't 
mean New Jersey should follow suit."
 
"Increasing the harmful levels of PCBs in New Jersey's coastal waters is a 
disservice to our residents and the tourists who enjoy our beaches," said Van 
Drew (D-Cape May).  "It's time to draw a line in the sand and stop dumping highly 
contaminated sludge into our ocean."
 
"New Jersey has a long and proud history of protecting and investing in our 
waterways and coastal areas.  We cannot afford to jeopardize our hard work and 
our shore tourism industry," Palaia said. 
 
"It is imperative that as legislators we do everything in our power to ensure that 
these harmful toxins are kept away from people and that our shores remain 
clean.  The current methods of disposal were unacceptable, adopting and 
enforcing the federal standards will help improve and protect our natural 
resources," said Corodemus.
 
 
 

Photos and audio and video clips from Governor McGreevey’s press 
conferences are available on the Governor’s web page at 
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http://www.state.nj.us/governor/.  
Links are located in the Governor’s Newsroom section of the page.
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