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SENATE, No. 638

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
209th LEGISLATURE

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2000 SESSION

Sponsored by:
Senator JOHN J. MATHEUSSEN
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senators Sinagra, I nverso and Singer

SYNOPSIS
Extends period of restricted sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel.
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S638 MATHEUSSEN
2

AN AcT concerning the sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans and amending P.L.1938, c¢.207.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.1938, c.207 (C.38:25A-4) is amended to read
asfollows:

4. The[11-day] period of such restricted sale designed to provide
funds for such charitable purposes shall be [the 10 days immediately
preceding Memorial Day and] May 1st to Memorial Day, of each year.
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.4)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Current State law recognizes the poppy or its replica as a
remembrance of the deceased veterans of World War | and 11 and
other military conflictsin which the United States Armed Forces have
participated. During a certain period of the year, the sale of poppies
to raise funds to benefit veteransis restricted to veterans organizations
chartered by Congress and their auxiliaries. State law requires the
proceeds from this period of restricted sale to be devoted exclusively
to the benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military
conflicts and their families and to the veterans organizations in this
State. Thisperiod of restricted sale begins 10 daysimmediately before
Memorial Day and ends on Memorial Day. The purpose of thisbill is
to change the day the sale may begin to May 1st of each year. This
extended period will result in an increase in revenues for the worthy
causes funded by the sale of poppies.

The use of the poppy as aremembrance of deceased soldiers and to
help ex-service personnel and their dependents was inspired by the
poem "In Flanders Fields", written in 1915 during World War | by
John McCrae, a Canadian doctor-soldier. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States organized the first nationwide distribution
of poppies by veterans organizations in May of 1922. The 15 line
poem begins

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.



SENATE SENIOR CITIZENS, VETERANS AFFAIRS AND
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 638

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY 31, 2000

The Senate Senior Citizens, Veterans Affairsand Human Services
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 638.

Current State law recognizes the poppy or its replica as a
remembrance of the deceased veterans of World War | and 11 and
other military conflictsin which the United States Armed Forces have
participated. During a certain period of the year, the sale of poppies
to raise funds to benefit veteransis restricted to veterans organizations
chartered by Congress and their auxiliaries. State law requires the
proceeds from this period of restricted sale to be devoted exclusively
to the benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military
conflicts and their families and to the veterans organizations in this
State. Thisperiod of restricted sale begins 10 daysimmediately before
Memorial Day and ends on Memorial Day. The purpose of thisbill is
to change the day the sale may begin to May 1st of each year. This
extended period will result in an increase in revenues for the worthy
causes funded by the sale of poppies.

The use of the poppy as a remembrance of deceased soldiers and
to help ex-service personnel and their dependents was inspired by the
poem "In Flanders Fields", written in 1915 during World War | by
John McCrae, a Canadian doctor-soldier. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States organized the first nationwide distribution
of poppies by veterans organizationsin May 1922. The 15 line poem
begins

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row . . . .

This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 2000-2001 session
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes
required by technical review which has been performed.



ASSEMBLY COMMERCE, TOURISM, GAMING AND
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 638

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: NOVEMBER 9, 2000

The Assembly Commerce, Tourism, Gaming and Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 638.

Current State law recognizes the poppy or its replica as a
remembrance of the deceased veterans of World War | and 11 and
other military conflictsin which the United States Armed Forces have
participated. During a certain period of the year, the sale of poppies
to raise funds to benefit veteransis restricted to veterans organizations
chartered by Congress and their auxiliaries. State law requires the
proceeds from this period of restricted sale to be devoted exclusively
to the benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military
conflicts and their families and to the veterans organizations in this
State. Thisperiod of restricted sale begins 10 daysimmediately before
Memorial Day and ends on Memorial Day. The purpose of thisbill is
to change the day the sale may begin to May 1st of each year. This
extended period will result in an increase in revenues for the worthy
causes funded by the sale of poppies.

The use of the poppy as a remembrance of deceased soldiers and
to help ex-service personnel and their dependents was inspired by the
poem "In Flanders Fields", written in 1915 during World War | by
John McCrae, a Canadian doctor-soldier. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States organized the first nationwide distribution
of poppies by veterans organizationsin May 1922. The 15 line poem
begins

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row . . . .



SENATE, No. 638

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
209th LEGISLATURE

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2000 SESSION

Sponsored by:

Senator JOHN J. MATHEUSSEN
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester)
Senator DIANE ALLEN

District 7 (Burlington and Camden)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senators Sinagra, Inverso, Singer, Robertson, Kosco, Bucco,
Assemblymen Geist, Asselta, Bateman, LeFevre and R.Smith

SYNOPSIS
Extends period of restricted sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT

As reported by the Senate Senior Citizens, Veterans' Affairs and Human
Services Committee with technical review.

(Sponsor ship Updated As Of: 1/30/2001)
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S638 MATHEUSSEN, ALLEN
2

AN AcT concerning the sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans and amending P.L.1938, c¢.207.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.1938, c.207 (C.38:25A-4) is amended to read
asfollows:

4. The [11-day] period of such restricted sale designed to provide
funds for such charitable purposes shall be [the 10 days immediately
preceding Memorial Day and] May 1st to Memorial Day, of each year.
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.4)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.



ASSEMBLY, No. 2402

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
209th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MAY 11, 2000

Sponsored by:

Assemblyman GEORGE F. GEIST

District 4 (Camden and Gloucester)
Assemblyman NICHOLASASSELTA

District 1 (Cape May, Atlantic and Cumberland)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Bateman, LeFevre and R.Smith

SYNOPSIS
Extends period of restricted sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsor ship Updated As Of: 10/6/2000)
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A2402 GEIST, ASSELTA
2

AN AcT concerning the sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans and amending P.L.1938, c¢.207.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.1938, c.207 (C.38:25A-4) is amended to read
asfollows:

4. The [11-day] period of such restricted sale designed to provide
funds for such charitable purposes shall be [the 10 days immediately
preceding Memorial Day and] May 1st to Memorial Day, of each year.
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.4)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Current State law recognizes the poppy or its replica as a
remembrance of the deceased veterans of World War | and 11 and
other military conflictsin which the United States Armed Forces have
participated. During a certain period of the year, the sale of poppies
to raise funds to benefit veteransis restricted to veterans organizations
chartered by Congress and their auxiliaries. State law requires the
proceeds from this period of restricted sale to be devoted exclusively
to the benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military
conflicts and their families and to the veterans organizations in this
State. Thisperiod of restricted sale begins 10 daysimmediately before
Memorial Day and ends on Memorial Day. The purpose of thishill is
to change the day the sale may begin to May 1st of each year. This
extended period will result in an increase in revenues for the worthy
causes funded by the sale of poppies.

The use of the poppy as aremembrance of deceased soldiers and to
help ex-service personnel and their dependents was inspired by the
poem "In Flanders Fields", written in 1915 during World War | by
John McCrae, a Canadian doctor-soldier. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States organized the first nationwide distribution
of poppies by veterans organizations in May of 1922. The 15 line
poem begins

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.



ASSEMBLY COMMERCE, TOURISM, GAMING AND
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2402

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: NOVEMBER 9, 2000

The Assembly Commerce, Tourism, Gaming and Military and
Veterans' Affairs Committee reports favorably Assembly Bill No.
2402.

Current State law recognizes the poppy or its replica as a
remembrance of the deceased veterans of World War | and 11 and
other military conflictsin which the United States Armed Forces have
participated. During a certain period of the year, the sale of poppies
to raise funds to benefit veteransis restricted to veterans organizations
chartered by Congress and their auxiliaries. State law requires the
proceeds from this period of restricted sale to be devoted exclusively
to the benefit of veterans of the World Wars and other military
conflicts and their families and to the veterans organizations in this
State. Thisperiod of restricted sale begins 10 daysimmediately before
Memorial Day and ends on Memorial Day. The purpose of thisbill is
to change the day the sale may begin to May 1st of each year. This
extended period will result in an increase in revenues for the worthy
causes funded by the sale of poppies.

The use of the poppy as a remembrance of deceased soldiers and
to help ex-service personnel and their dependents was inspired by the
poem "In Flanders Fields", written in 1915 during World War | by
John McCrae, a Canadian doctor-soldier. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States organized the first nationwide distribution
of poppies by veterans organizations in May of 1922. The 15 line
poem begins

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row . . . .
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P.L. 2001, CHAPTER 31, approved March 10, 2001
Senate, No. 638

AN AcCT concerning the sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans and amending P.L.1938, ¢.207.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.1938, ¢.207 (C.38:25A-4) is amended to read
asfollows:

4. The [11-day] period of such restricted sale designed to provide
funds for such charitable purposes shall be [the 10 days immediately
preceding Memorial Day and] May 1st to Memorial Day, of each year.
(cf: P.L.1981, c.231, s.4)

2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Extends period of restricted sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans.

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.



CHAPTER 31

AN ACT concerning the sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit veterans and amending
P.L.1938, c.207.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.1938, ¢.207 (C.38:25A-4) is amended to read
as follows:

C.38:25A-4 Period of restricted sale of poppies.

4. The period of such restricted sale designed to provide funds for such charitable purposes
shall be May 1st to Memorial Day, of each year.

2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Approved March 10, 2001.
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EMBARGOED UNTIL SATURDAY AT 2:30 p.m.

Acting Governor Signs Bill Extending Sale of
Poppiesfor Veteran's Organizations

Acting Governor Donad DiFrancesco signed legidation Saturday that will extend the period of
sale for poppies, sold by veteran's organizations to raise funds to benefit veterans. The hill Sgning
was part of the Spring Conference of the Ladies Auxiliary VFW, Department of NJ. DiFrancesco
a o presented a proclamation to the Nationa President of the organization recognizing the groups
efforts.

"Wein New Jersey government have taken many stepsto honor our veterans," said DiFrancesco.
"Sometimes that honor has come in financia support. Increasing the property tax deduction for
veterans. Excdluding military pengons from the sate income tax. And exempting groups like the
VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary from the sdles tax. Sometimes our honor has come in the form of
medical care, as when we funded the new veterans home in Menlo Park. Of course, sometimes we
have honored veterans by helping to remember. Contributing to the nationd World War 11
Memorid. And bringing home and improving the USS New Jersey. Now it's time to do more.”

"Right now as you know, poppy salesin New Jersey are restricted to a 10 day period up to and
including Memoria Day," said Acting Governor DiFrancesco. "'l want to change that. | want to
give you moretimeto sdl- not only because it will increase your opportunity for fundraisng but
aso because it will increase public recognition of our veterans and the patriots like you who
support them."”

"| want to recognize the remarkable volunteer efforts of everyonein the Ladies Auxiliary,” said
DiFrancesco. "I applaud your work in supporting veterans of foreign wars across America but
especidly the veterans of our state. We know al they have done for our nation. They risked their
lives. They served with honor. They made us proud.”

S-638, sponsored by Senators Matheussen (R-Camden/Gloucester) and Allen (R-Burlingtor/
Camden) and Assemblymen Geigt (R-Camden/Gloucester) and Assdlta (R-Atlantic/Cape
May/Cumberland), extends the period of restricted sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans. Previoudy sdes of poppies were restricted from 10 days immediately before Memoria
Day, ending on Memorid Day. Thishill will change the day the sdle of poppies can begin to May
1<t of each year. Last year, $1.3 million was raised from the sale of poppies according to the
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. The poppy is the State souvenir of deceased veterans
of al armed conflicts in which the Armed Forces of the Untied States have participated.



Saturday's event is an annua event held by the Ladies Auxiliary VFW, Department of NJ. During
the event the Nationd President of the organization meets with NJ members. The over 200
attendees &t the event include members of the Ladies Auxiliary VFW, Department of NJ, the
Nationd President, the VFW State Commander Manuel Almeidaand other invited guests.

The Ladies Auxiliary VFW, Department of NJ was founded in 1925. It was formed asthe NJ
chapter of the Nationd Ladies Auxiliary VFW to provide support to veterans of foreign wars, their
families, and the community. The organization has more than 15,000 members across NJ, and hosts
food and clothing drives, hospitd parties for veterans, asssts veterans in getting to the polls, and
hosts an outdoor concert at the Menlo Park Veterans Home.
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