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SPONSOR(S) Girgenti and others 
 
DATE INTRODUCED: February 17, 2011 
 
COMMITTEE:  ASSEMBLY: Law and Public Safety 
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DATE OF PASSAGE:  ASSEMBLY: December 15, 2011 
 
    SENATE: April 28, 2011 
 
DATE OF APPROVAL:  January 5, 2012  
 
FOLLOWING ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 
 
 FINAL TEXT OF BILL (Introduced version of bill enacted) 
   
 S2731 
  SPONSOR’S STATEMENT: (Begins on page 2 of introduced bill)  Yes   
 
  COMMITTEE STATEMENT:   ASSEMBLY:  Yes  
 
        SENATE:  Yes  
   
(Audio archived recordings of the committee meetings, corresponding to the date of the committee statement, may possibly 
be found at www.njleg.state.nj.us) 
 
  FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENT:     No 
 
  LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE:     No  
  
 A3876 
  SPONSOR’S STATEMENT: (Begins on page 2 of introduced bill)  Yes 
   
  COMMITTEE STATEMENT:   ASSEMBLY:  Yes   . 
 
        SENATE:  No  
 
  FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENT:     No  

 
  LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE:     No    
  
     (continued) 
 
  
  
  



 VETO MESSAGE:        No 
 
 GOVERNOR’S PRESS RELEASE ON SIGNING:     No 
 
FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 
 To check for circulating copies, contact New Jersey State Government 
 Publications at the State Library (609) 278-2640 ext.103 or mailto:refdesk@njstatelib.org 
 
 REPORTS:         No 
 
 HEARINGS:         No 
 
 NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:       No 
 
LAW/RWH 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

 
 

P.L.2011, CHAPTER 158, approved January 5, 2012 
Senate, No. 2731 

 
AN ACT concerning police training and amending P.L.1961, c.56.   1 
 2 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 
of New Jersey: 4 
 5 
 1. Section 3 of P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-68) is amended to 6 
read as follows:  7 
 a. Every municipality and county shall authorize attendance at 8 
an approved school by persons holding a probationary appointment 9 
as a police officer, and every municipality and county shall require 10 
that no person shall hereafter be given or accept a permanent 11 
appointment as a police officer unless such person has successfully 12 
completed a police training course at an approved school; provided, 13 
however, that the commission may, in its discretion, except from 14 
the requirements of this section any person who demonstrates to the 15 
commission's satisfaction that he has successfully completed a 16 
police training course conducted by any Federal, State or other 17 
public or private agency, the requirements of which are 18 
substantially equivalent to the requirements of this act.   19 
 b. A police officer who is terminated from an agency for 20 
reasons of economy or efficiency shall be granted an exemption or 21 
waiver from retaking the basic training course if, within five years 22 
from the date of termination, the police officer is appointed to a 23 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or is 24 
reemployed by the agency from which he was terminated.   25 
(cf:  P.L.1971, c.321, s.2) 26 
 27 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   28 
 29 
 30 

STATEMENT 31 
 32 
 This bill establishes that certain laid-off police officers would 33 
not have to retake the basic police training course if they are 34 
employed within five years from the date of being laid-off.   35 
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 36 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 37 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a 38 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed 39 
by the agency from which they were terminated would not have to 40 
retake the basic police training course if the date of termination was 41 
within five years from the new appointment.   42 



 
S2731 

2 
 

 

 According to the sponsor, due to current economic conditions, it 1 
is taking longer for laid off police officers to find new employment. 2 
This bill would give these police officers more time to procure a 3 
new job without having to retake the course.   4 
 5 
 6 

                                 7 
 8 
 Establishes that certification for police training course lasts five 9 
years.  10 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/16/2011) 

SENATE, No. 2731  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
214th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 17, 2011 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Senator  JOHN A. GIRGENTI 
District 35 (Bergen and Passaic) 
Senator  NICHOLAS J. SACCO 
District 32 (Bergen and Hudson) 
Assemblyman  JON M. BRAMNICK 
District 21 (Essex, Morris, Somerset and Union) 
Assemblywoman  CONNIE WAGNER 
District 38 (Bergen) 
Assemblyman  CRAIG J. COUGHLIN 
District 19 (Middlesex) 
Assemblywoman  ELEASE EVANS 
District 35 (Bergen and Passaic) 
 

Co-Sponsored by: 
Senator Bateman, Assemblywoman McHose and Assemblyman Fuentes 
 

 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 
 Establishes that certification for police training course lasts five years.  
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As introduced. 
    



 
S2731 GIRGENTI, SACCO 

2 
 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

AN ACT concerning police training and amending P.L.1961, c.56.   1 
 2 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 
of New Jersey: 4 
 5 
 1. Section 3 of P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-68) is amended to 6 
read as follows:  7 
 a. Every municipality and county shall authorize attendance at 8 
an approved school by persons holding a probationary appointment 9 
as a police officer, and every municipality and county shall require 10 
that no person shall hereafter be given or accept a permanent 11 
appointment as a police officer unless such person has successfully 12 
completed a police training course at an approved school; provided, 13 
however, that the commission may, in its discretion, except from 14 
the requirements of this section any person who demonstrates to the 15 
commission's satisfaction that he has successfully completed a 16 
police training course conducted by any Federal, State or other 17 
public or private agency, the requirements of which are 18 
substantially equivalent to the requirements of this act.   19 
 b. A police officer who is terminated from an agency for 20 
reasons of economy or efficiency shall be granted an exemption or 21 
waiver from retaking the basic training course if, within five years 22 
from the date of termination, the police officer is appointed to a 23 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or is 24 
reemployed by the agency from which he was terminated.   25 
(cf:  P.L.1971, c.321, s.2) 26 
 27 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   28 
 29 
 30 

STATEMENT 31 
 32 
 This bill establishes that certain laid-off police officers would 33 
not have to retake the basic police training course if they are 34 
employed within five years from the date of being laid-off.   35 
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 36 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 37 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a 38 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed 39 
by the agency from which they were terminated would not have to 40 
retake the basic police training course if the date of termination was 41 
within five years from the new appointment.   42 
 According to the sponsor, due to current economic conditions, it 43 
is taking longer for laid off police officers to find new employment. 44 



 
S2731 GIRGENTI, SACCO 

3 
 

 

This bill would give these police officers more time to procure a 1 
new job without having to retake the course.   2 



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2731  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 3, 2011 
 
 The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 
Senate Bill No. 2731. 
 This bill establishes that certain laid-off police officers would not 
be required to retake the basic police training course if they are 
employed within five years from the date of being laid off.   
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a similar 
law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed by the 
agency from which they were terminated would not be required to 
retake the basic police training course if the date of termination was 
within five years from the new appointment.   
 According to the sponsor’s statement, it is taking longer for laid-
off police officers to find new employment due to current economic 
conditions. This bill would give these police officers more time to 
procure a new job without being required to retake the basic training 
course.   

 



ASSEMBLY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2731  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  DECEMBER 8, 2011 
 
 The Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 
Senate Bill No. 2731. 
 Senate Bill No. 2731 establishes that certain laid-off police officers 
would not have to retake the basic police training course if they are 
employed within five years from the date of being laid-off.   
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a similar 
law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed by the 
agency from which they were terminated would not have to retake the 
basic police training course if the date of termination was within five 
years from the new appointment.   
 According to the sponsor’s statement, due to current economic 
conditions, it is taking longer for laid off police officers to find new 
employment. This bill would give these police officers more time to 
procure a new job without having to retake the course.   
 As reported, this bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 3876, also 
reported by the committee on the same date. 
 
 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/16/2011) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3876  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
214th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 2011 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Assemblyman  JON M. BRAMNICK 
District 21 (Essex, Morris, Somerset and Union) 
Assemblywoman  CONNIE WAGNER 
District 38 (Bergen) 
Assemblyman  CRAIG J. COUGHLIN 
District 19 (Middlesex) 
Assemblywoman  ELEASE EVANS 
District 35 (Bergen and Passaic) 
 
Co-Sponsored by: 
Assemblywoman McHose and Assemblyman Fuentes 
 
 

 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 Establishes that certification for police training course lasts five years.  
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As introduced. 
    



 
A3876 BRAMNICK, WAGNER 

2 
 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

AN ACT concerning police training and amending P.L.1961, c.56.   1 
 2 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 
of New Jersey: 4 
 5 
 1. Section 3 of P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-68) is amended to 6 
read as follows:   7 
 a. Every municipality and county shall authorize attendance at 8 
an approved school by persons holding a probationary appointment 9 
as a police officer, and every municipality and county shall require 10 
that no person shall hereafter be given or accept a permanent 11 
appointment as a police officer unless such person has successfully 12 
completed a police training course at an approved school; provided, 13 
however, that the commission may, in its discretion, except from 14 
the requirements of this section any person who demonstrates to the 15 
commission's satisfaction that he has successfully completed a 16 
police training course conducted by any Federal, State or other 17 
public or private agency, the requirements of which are 18 
substantially equivalent to the requirements of this act.   19 
 b. A police officer who is terminated from an agency for 20 
reasons of economy or efficiency shall be granted an exemption or 21 
waiver from retaking the basic training course if, within five years 22 
from the date of termination, the police officer is appointed to a 23 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or is 24 
reemployed by the agency from which he was terminated.   25 
(cf:  P.L.1971, c.321, s.2) 26 
 27 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   28 
 29 
 30 

STATEMENT 31 
 32 
 This bill establishes that certain laid-off police officers would 33 
not have to retake the basic police training course if they are 34 
employed within five years from the date of being laid-off.   35 
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 36 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 37 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a 38 
similar law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed 39 
by the agency from which they were terminated would not have to 40 
retake the basic police training course if the date of termination was 41 
within five years from the new appointment.   42 
 According to the sponsor, due to current economic conditions, it 43 
is taking longer for laid off police officers to find new employment. 44 



 
A3876 BRAMNICK, WAGNER 

3 
 

 

This bill would give these police officers more time to procure a 1 
new job without having to retake the course.   2 



ASSEMBLY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3876  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  DECEMBER 8, 2011 
 
 The Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 
Assembly Bill No. 3876. 
 Assembly Bill No. 3876 establishes that certain laid-off police 
officers would not have to retake the basic police training course if 
they are employed within five years from the date of being laid-off.   
 Under Police Training Commission policy, a police officer who 
has a break in service of more than three years must retake the basic 
training course.  Under the bill, police officers appointed to a similar 
law enforcement position in another agency or reemployed by the 
agency from which they were terminated would not have to retake the 
basic police training course if the date of termination was within five 
years from the new appointment.   
 According to the sponsor’s statement, due to current economic 
conditions, it is taking longer for laid off police officers to find new 
employment. This bill would give these police officers more time to 
procure a new job without having to retake the course.   
 As reported, this bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2731, also 
reported by the committee on the same date. 
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