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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

 
 

P.L.2011, CHAPTER 129, approved September 16, 2011 
Assembly, No. 1748 

 
AN ACT concerning domestic violence and amending P.L.2003, 1 

c.225. 2 
 3 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 
of New Jersey: 5 
 6 
 1.  Section 3 of P.L.2003, c.225 (C.52:27D-43.17c) is amended 7 
to read as follows: 8 

 3.  a.  The board shall consist of [21] 23 members as follows: 9 

 (1)  the Commissioners of Community Affairs, Human Services, 10 
Children and Families, and Health and Senior Services, the Director 11 
of the Division on Women in the Department of Community 12 
Affairs, the Attorney General, the Public Defender, the 13 
Superintendent of the State Police, the Director of the Division of 14 
Youth and Family Services in the Department of Children and 15 
Families, the Supervisor of the Office on the Prevention of Violence 16 
Against Women in the Department of Community Affairs 17 
established pursuant to Executive Order No. 61 (1992), the State 18 
Medical Examiner, the Program Director of the Domestic Violence 19 
Fatality Review Board established pursuant to Executive Order No. 20 

110 (2000) and [the Executive Director of the New Jersey Task 21 

Force on Child Abuse and Neglect] the chairperson of the Child 22 

Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board, or their designees, who 23 
shall serve ex officio; 24 
 (2)  eight public members appointed by the Governor who shall 25 
include a representative of  the County Prosecutors Association of 26 
New Jersey with expertise in prosecuting domestic violence cases, a 27 
representative of the New Jersey Coalition for Battered Women, a 28 
representative of a program for battered women that provides 29 
intervention services to perpetrators of acts of domestic violence, a 30 
representative of the law enforcement community with expertise in 31 
the area of domestic violence, a psychologist with expertise in the 32 
area of domestic violence or other related fields, a licensed social 33 
worker with expertise in the area of domestic violence, a licensed 34 
health care professional knowledgeable in the screening and 35 
identification of domestic violence cases and a county probation 36 
officer; and 37 
 (3)  two retired judges appointed by the Administrative Director 38 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts, one with expertise in 39 
family law and one with expertise in municipal law as it relates to 40 
domestic violence. 41 
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2 
 

 

 b.  The public members of the board shall serve for three-year 1 
terms, except that of the public members first appointed, four shall 2 
serve for a period of one year, three shall serve for a period of two 3 
years and two shall serve for a period of three years.  The members 4 
shall serve without compensation, but shall be eligible for 5 
reimbursement for necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in 6 
the performance of their official duties and within the limits of 7 
funds appropriated for this purpose.  Vacancies in the membership 8 
of the board shall be filled in the same manner as the original 9 
appointments were made. 10 
 c.  The board shall select a chairperson from among its members 11 
who shall be responsible for the coordination of all activities of the 12 
board. 13 
 d.  The board is entitled to call to its assistance and avail itself of 14 
the services of employees of any State, county or municipal 15 
department, board, bureau, commission or agency as it may require 16 
and as may be available for the purposes of reviewing a case 17 
pursuant to the provisions of this act. 18 
 e.  The board may seek the advice of experts, such as persons 19 
specializing in the fields of psychiatric and forensic medicine, 20 
nursing, psychology, social work, education, law enforcement, 21 
family law, academia, military affairs  or other related fields, if the 22 
facts of a case warrant additional expertise. 23 
(cf. PL.2003, c.225, s.3) 24 
 25 
 2.  This act shall take effect immediately. 26 
 27 
 28 

                                 29 
 30 

 Expands membership of Domestic Violence Fatality and Near 31 
Fatality Review Board.  32 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

AN ACT concerning domestic violence and amending P.L.2003, 1 
c.225. 2 

 3 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 
of New Jersey: 5 
 6 
 1.  Section 3 of P.L.2003, c.225 (C.52:27D-43.17c) is amended 7 
to read as follows: 8 

 3.  a.  The board shall consist of [21] 23 members as follows: 9 

 (1)  the Commissioners of Community Affairs, Human Services, 10 
Children and Families, and Health and Senior Services, the Director 11 
of the Division on Women in the Department of Community 12 
Affairs, the Attorney General, the Public Defender, the 13 
Superintendent of the State Police, the Director of the Division of 14 
Youth and Family Services in the Department of Children and 15 
Families, the Supervisor of the Office on the Prevention of Violence 16 
Against Women in the Department of Community Affairs 17 
established pursuant to Executive Order No. 61 (1992), the State 18 
Medical Examiner, the Program Director of the Domestic Violence 19 
Fatality Review Board established pursuant to Executive Order No. 20 

110 (2000) and [the Executive Director of the New Jersey Task 21 

Force on Child Abuse and Neglect] the chairperson of the Child 22 

Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board, or their designees, who 23 
shall serve ex officio; 24 
 (2)  eight public members appointed by the Governor who shall 25 
include a representative of  the County Prosecutors Association of 26 
New Jersey with expertise in prosecuting domestic violence cases, a 27 
representative of the New Jersey Coalition for Battered Women, a 28 
representative of a program for battered women that provides 29 
intervention services to perpetrators of acts of domestic violence, a 30 
representative of the law enforcement community with expertise in 31 
the area of domestic violence, a psychologist with expertise in the 32 
area of domestic violence or other related fields, a licensed social 33 
worker with expertise in the area of domestic violence, a licensed 34 
health care professional knowledgeable in the screening and 35 
identification of domestic violence cases and a county probation 36 
officer; and 37 
 (3)  two retired judges appointed by the Administrative Director 38 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts, one with expertise in 39 
family law and one with expertise in municipal law as it relates to 40 
domestic violence. 41 
 b.  The public members of the board shall serve for three-year 42 
terms, except that of the public members first appointed, four shall 43 
serve for a period of one year, three shall serve for a period of two 44 
years and two shall serve for a period of three years.  The members 45 
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shall serve without compensation, but shall be eligible for 1 
reimbursement for necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in 2 
the performance of their official duties and within the limits of 3 
funds appropriated for this purpose.  Vacancies in the membership 4 
of the board shall be filled in the same manner as the original 5 
appointments were made. 6 
 c.  The board shall select a chairperson from among its members 7 
who shall be responsible for the coordination of all activities of the 8 
board. 9 
 d.  The board is entitled to call to its assistance and avail itself of 10 
the services of employees of any State, county or municipal 11 
department, board, bureau, commission or agency as it may require 12 
and as may be available for the purposes of reviewing a case 13 
pursuant to the provisions of this act. 14 
 e.  The board may seek the advice of experts, such as persons 15 
specializing in the fields of psychiatric and forensic medicine, 16 
nursing, psychology, social work, education, law enforcement, 17 
family law, academia, military affairs  or other related fields, if the 18 
facts of a case warrant additional expertise. 19 
(cf. PL.2003, c.225, s.3) 20 
 21 
 2.  This act shall take effect immediately. 22 
 23 
 24 

STATEMENT 25 
 26 
 This bill expands the membership of the Domestic Violence 27 
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board from 21 members to 23 28 
members by adding the Commissioner of Children and Families, the 29 
Director of the Division of Youth and Family Services in the 30 
Department of Children and Families, and the chairperson of the 31 
Child  Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board.   32 
 The bill also removes the Executive Director of the New Jersey 33 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect from the board's 34 
membership.  35 



ASSEMBLY HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1748  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 18, 2010 
 
 The Assembly Human Services Committee reports favorably 
Assembly Bill No. 1748. 
 This bill expands the membership of the Domestic Violence 
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board from 21 members to 23 
members by adding the Commissioner of Children and Families, the 
Director of the Division of Youth and Family Services in the 
Department of Children and Families, and the chairperson of the Child  
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board.   
 The bill also removes the Executive Director of the New Jersey 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect from the board's membership.  
 This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 2010-2011 session 
pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been performed. 
 
 



SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND SENIOR 
CITIZENS COMMITTEE 

 
STATEMENT TO  

 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1748  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JUNE 13, 2011 
 
 The Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens 
Committee reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 1748. 
 This bill expands the membership of the Domestic Violence 
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board from 21 members to 23 
members by adding the Commissioner of Children and Families, the 
Director of the Division of Youth and Family Services in the 
Department of Children and Families, and the chairperson of the Child  
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board.   
 The bill also removes the Executive Director of the New Jersey 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect from the board's membership.  
 This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2272 (Gordon), which the 
committee also reported favorably on this date. 
 
 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/28/2011) 

SENATE, No. 2272  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
214th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Senator  ROBERT M. GORDON 
District 38 (Bergen) 
Senator  JENNIFER BECK 
District 12 (Mercer and Monmouth) 
 
 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 Expands membership of Domestic Violence Fatality and Near Fatality 
Review Board. 
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As introduced. 
    



 
S2272 GORDON, BECK 

2 
 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
 
 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
 
 

AN ACT concerning domestic violence and amending P.L.2003, 1 
c.225. 2 

 3 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 
of New Jersey: 5 
 6 
 1. Section 3 of P.L.2003, c.225 (C.52:27D-43.17c) is amended 7 
to read as follows: 8 

 3. a.  The board shall consist of [21] 23 members as follows: 9 

 (1) the Commissioners of Community Affairs, Human Services, 10 
Children and Families, and Health and Senior Services, the Director 11 
of the Division on Women in the Department of Community 12 
Affairs, the Attorney General, the Public Defender, the 13 
Superintendent of the State Police, the Director of the Division of 14 
Youth and Family Services in the Department of Children and 15 
Families, the Supervisor of the Office on the Prevention of Violence 16 
Against Women in the Department of Community Affairs 17 
established pursuant to Executive Order No. 61 (1992), the State 18 
Medical Examiner, the Program Director of the Domestic Violence 19 
Fatality Review Board established pursuant to Executive Order No. 20 

110 (2000) and [the Executive Director of the New Jersey Task 21 

Force on Child Abuse and Neglect] the chairperson of the Child 22 

Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board, or their designees, who 23 
shall serve ex officio; 24 
 (2) eight public members appointed by the Governor who shall 25 
include a representative of  the County Prosecutors Association of 26 
New Jersey with expertise in prosecuting domestic violence cases, a 27 
representative of the New Jersey Coalition for Battered Women, a 28 
representative of a program for battered women that provides 29 
intervention services to perpetrators of acts of domestic violence, a 30 
representative of the law enforcement community with expertise in 31 
the area of domestic violence, a psychologist with expertise in the 32 
area of domestic violence or other related fields, a licensed social 33 
worker with expertise in the area of domestic violence, a licensed 34 
health care professional knowledgeable in the screening and 35 
identification of domestic violence cases and a county probation 36 
officer; and 37 
 (3) two retired judges appointed by the Administrative Director 38 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts, one with expertise in 39 
family law and one with expertise in municipal law as it relates to 40 
domestic violence. 41 
 b. The public members of the board shall serve for three-year 42 
terms, except that of the public members first appointed, four shall 43 
serve for a period of one year, three shall serve for a period of two 44 
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years and two shall serve for a period of three years.  The members 1 
shall serve without compensation, but shall be eligible for 2 
reimbursement for necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in 3 
the performance of their official duties and within the limits of 4 
funds appropriated for this purpose.  Vacancies in the membership 5 
of the board shall be filled in the same manner as the original 6 
appointments were made. 7 
 c. The board shall select a chairperson from among its 8 
members who shall be responsible for the coordination of all 9 
activities of the board. 10 
 d. The board is entitled to call to its assistance and avail itself 11 
of the services of employees of any State, county or municipal 12 
department, board, bureau, commission or agency as it may require 13 
and as may be available for the purposes of reviewing a case 14 
pursuant to the provisions of this act. 15 
 e. The board may seek the advice of experts, such as persons 16 
specializing in the fields of psychiatric and forensic medicine, 17 
nursing, psychology, social work, education, law enforcement, 18 
family law, academia, military affairs  or other related fields, if the 19 
facts of a case warrant additional expertise. 20 
(cf. PL.2003, c.225, s.3) 21 
 22 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 23 
 24 
 25 

STATEMENT 26 
 27 
 This bill expands the membership of the Domestic Violence 28 
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board from 21 members to 23 29 
members by adding the Commissioner of Children and Families, the 30 
Director of the Division of Youth and Family Services in the 31 
Department of Children and Families, and the chairperson of the 32 
Child  Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board. 33 
 The bill also removes the Executive Director of the New Jersey 34 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect from the board's 35 
membership. 36 



SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND SENIOR 
CITIZENS COMMITTEE 

 
STATEMENT TO  

 

SENATE, No. 2272  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JUNE 13, 2011 
 
 The Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens 
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 2272. 
 This bill expands the membership of the Domestic Violence 
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board from 21 members to 23 
members by adding the Commissioner of Children and Families, the 
Director of the Division of Youth and Family Services in the 
Department of Children and Families, and the chairperson of the Child  
Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board. 
 The bill also removes the Executive Director of the New Jersey 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect from the board's membership. 
 This bill is identical to Assembly Bill No.1748 (Watson 
Coleman/Tucker), which the committee also reported favorably on this 
date. 
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