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ASSEMBLY, No. 1925

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCED FEBRUAUY 10, 1986

By Assemblymen HENDRIUKSON, COLLINS, COLBURN, SHINN,

MORAN, SINGER, AssemblywOlllan COOPER and Assemblyman

CHINNICI

AN ACT eoneernin~ agricultural land, amending and supplement­

ing P. lJ. l!JfH, Cl. 48, and making an appropriation.

1 BE IT ENACTW by tlte Senate and General.Assembly of the State

2 of New .Jen/t'y:

1 1. Section 3 of P. L. 1!J64, c. 48 (C. 54 :~23.3) is amended to

2 rend as follows:

3 3. Land shall be deemed to be in agricultural use when devoted

4 to the production for sale of plants and animals useful to mau,

5 including but not limited to: forag'es and sod crops; grains and

6 fced crops j d:liry aniumlH and dairy IJI'oducts; poultl·y anclpoultry

7 products; livestock, including beef cattle, ~heep, swin!!, horses,

8 ponies, mules or goats, including tIle breeding and grazing of any

9 or all of such animals; bees and apiary product.s j fur animals;

10 trees and forest products j or when devoted to and mceting tho

11 requiremcnts ana qualifications for payments or other eompenSll­

12 tion pursuant to a soil conservation prograli1 llIHIl'!' liD agreement

1:J with an ngcncy of the [li'eueral GovcrlllllClIt] [cfltmtl .'JovITnmr·nt.

14 except that land "[lIsed]~ "which i,,, devotc"'" exdusil,c/y ·[for]'"

15 ·to'" ti,e production ~ fo,. sale" of tree and forest /,,'Odlld,c;!,i [, ex­

16 clusit:e of]~ "'ather than'" Christmas treeEl, al/d "'[wltidt]· is not

17 appurtenant woodlmlfl. *[i,\]'" "',.;lUIU'" not "'be'" deemed. "'fa LB"'

17.\ in agricultural use unless tlte lanrloumer fltlfills the !,ollowing

17B additional condition':

EXPLANATIOH-1Ualler eDdo~ ia bold·fanod brackets (thus] ia the Dbo.·e bill
i. nOI CD.."t.... aDd hi intended to be omilled in the law.

Maller prinled in italies IhlU i.. new nlDIler.
Malter -nrlosedin asterisk. or Slars hal been adopted as follows:

"'-Aslemhl,. eommiltee amelldmeat. adopted FeIwa.u,. 20, 1986.

. l"
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18 a. The landowner est(~blishes and cOl1tplies with the provisions

19 of a woodland management plan for this land prepared in accor­

20 dance with policies, guidelines and practices approved by the Di­

21 vision of Parks and Forestry in the Depart-ment of Environmental

22 Protection, in consultation with the Department of Agriculture

23 and the Dean of Cook College at Rutgers, The State University,

24 which policies, gttidelines and practices are designed to eliminate

25 excessive and unnecessary cutting.

26 b. The landowner and a fOiester fro-m a list of foresters approved

27 by the Department of Environmental Protection *[shall]* an­

28 nually attest to compliance -ll/itk subsection a. of this section; and

29 c. The landowner *[shall]'" anmtally f.'[s-ubmit]* '~submits'~ an

30 application, as pre:oc1'ibed in :oed-ion 13 of P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C.

31 54 :4-23.13), to the assessorY.[withT' 'x accompanied by';;' a copy

32 of the plan *[accompunied by]* ""estctblished pursuant to sub­

33 section a. of this seetion;'~ written documentcttion of compliance

34 with subsection b. of this section; a sttpple-mentary woodland data

35 form setting forth woodland management actions taken in the

35A pre-tax year*[;]* ~', the')' type and quantity of tree and forest

35B products sold*[;]~' "', and the~' amount of income received or an­

36 ticipated for same; a map of the land showing the location of the

37 activity and the soil group classes of the land; and other pertinent

38 information required by the Director of the Division of Taxation

39 as part of the application for valuation, assessment and taxation

40 as provided in P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.1 et seq.). The land­

41 owner shall, at the same time, submit to the Commissioner of the

42 Department of Environmental Protection an exact copy of the

43 application and accompanying information submitted to the asses­

44 sor *pursuant to this subsection*. For the purposes of this amen­

45 datory and supplementary act, "appurtenant woodland" means

46 a 'wooded piece of p1'operty which is contiguous to, part of, or

47 beneficial to a tract of land, which tract of land has a minimum

48 area of at least five acres devoted to agricultnral or h01'ticultural

49 uses other than the prodltction *for sale'" of trees and forest

50 products, exclusive of Christmas trees, to which ;;tract of land~'

51 the woodland is supportive and subordinate.

1 2. (New section) a. Upon receipt of a copy of an application

2 and accompanying information pursuant to section 3 of P. L. 1964,

3 c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.3), the Commissioner of the Department of En­

4 vironmental Protection shall acknowledge receipt of such to both

5 the applicant and the assessor of the taxing district in which the

6 land is situated.

·l
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7 b. The commissioner shall provide for a review of the application

8 for compliance with subsection a. of section 3 of P. L. 1964, c. 48

9 (C. 54:4-23.3). The application review shall include an on-site

10 inspection of the property *[within]';' *cltwing one 0[* the first

11 three years in which *[an application is]* '*'applications are':'

11A received, and *[every third year thereafter]'*' *not less frequently

11B than once every three years following the first inspection'*'.

12 c. The commissioner shall notify the assessor of the taxing dis­

13 hict, in writing, of his findings of compliance or noncompliance of

14 each applicant with *[the]* subsection a. of section 3 of P. L. 1964,

15 c. 48 (C. 54 :4-23.3). If the commissioner indicates to the assessor

16 a finding of compliance the assessor may, upon his own determina­

17 tion that the property is otherwise qualified for valuation, assess­

18 ment and taxation, as provided in P. L. 196J, c. 48 (C. 54 :4-23.1

19 et seq.), approve or disapprove the application. If the commis­

20 sioner indicates to the assessor that the applicant is not in com­

21 pliance, the assessor shall disapprove the application. The asses­

22 sor's approval or disapproval shall be transmitted to the appli­

23 cant as in the case of other applications for valuation, assessment

24 and taxation, as provided in P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 54 :4-23.1 et seq.).

25 d. In the event that the commissioner does not give timely notice

26 to the assessor of his findings after review of the application, as

27 timely notice is prescribed by rules and regulations adopted by the

28 Director of the Division of Taxation, pursuant to section 3 of this

29 amendatory and supplementary act, the assessor may approve or

30 disapprove the application as in the case of other applications not

31 subject to provisions of this amendatory and supplementary act.

1 3. (New section) \Vithin 120 days of the date of enactment of this

2 amendatory and supplementary act, the Director of the Division

3 of Taxation, in coordination with the Department of Environ­

4 mental Protection, is authorized to adopt, under the "Adminis­

5 trative Procedure Act," P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.),

6 the rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purposes

7 of this amendatory and supplementary act.

8-9 Copies of all proposed rules and regulations under this amen­

10 datory and supplementary act shall be transmitted to the Senate

11 Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee and the General

12 Assembly *Econornic Developrnent and Agriculture'*' Committee

13 ('[on Environmental QualityT', or tbeiI' designated successors, on

14 a day on which both Houses are meeting during a regular or

15 special session of the Legislature. The committees may make rec­

16 ommendations to the Legislature on the proposed rules and regu­

17 lations. Notwithstanding the provisions of the "Administrative
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18 Procedure Act" or any other law to the contrary, a proposed rule

19 or regulation shall not take effect if, within 60 days of the date

20 of the transmittal of the rule or regulation to the committees, a

21 law is enacted which is contrary to the proposed rule or regulation.

1 4. (New section) Land used exclusively for the production of

2 trees and forest products, i'[exclusive of]~' "'other than* Christ­

3 mas trees, and previously deemed '~to be" in agricultural '~[or

4: horticultural]* use under section 3 of P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C.

5 54 :4-23.3) ~',* the owner of which fails to meet the additional con­

6 ditions imposed by this amendatory and supplementary act during'

7 the first tax year next following implementation of this act '*'[and

8 which continues in agricultural 01']* '*',* *[horticultural use]* is

9 not subject to the roll-back tax because of disqualification under

10 this amendatory and supplementary act, but shall be treated as

11 land for which an annual application has not been submitted.

1 5. There is appropriated to the Department of Environmental

2 Protection from the General Fund the SUill of $150,000.00 to im­

3 plement the provisions of this amendatory and supplementary act.

1 6. This act shall take effect on August 1 of the year next fol­

2 lowing enactment.

AGRICULTURE

Redefines the criteria by which woodlands qualify for reduced

property taxation under the" Farmland Assessment Act of 1964."



ASSEMBLY, No. 1925

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

IN'!'ROnUCltW FmBRLJAHY 10, W8H

By Assemblymen HENDRICKSON, COLLINS, COLBURN, SHINN,

MORAN, SINGER, ASl!lemblywonuUl COOPER and Assemblyman

CHINNICI

AN ACT concerning agricultural land, amending and supplement­

ing P. L. 1964, c. 48, and making an appropriation.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 3 of P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.3) is amended to

2 reud as follows:

3 3. Land shall be deemed to be in agricultural use when devoted

4 to the production for sale of plants and animals useful to man,

5 including but not limited to: forages and sod crops; grains and

() feed crops; dairy animals and dairy pl'oduct8; poultry and poultry

7 l'l"oducts; livestock, including Leef cattle, !ll.Jeep, swine, horses,

8 ponies, mules or gouts, including the hI'eeding and grazing of any

9 or all of such animals; bees and apiary products j fur animals;

10 trees and forest products; or when devoted to and meeting the

11 requirements and (IUalifications for payments or other compcnsll­

12 tion pursuant to a soil conservation program under an agreement

til with an agency of the [FC'del'al Government] federal gove·rnment,

14 except that land used exclusit.·ely for the production of tree at,d

15 forest products, exclusit.·e of Cltristmas trees, and wltich is not

16 a.ppurtenant woodland, is not deemell in agricultural use Imless

17 tlte landowner fulfills the following additional condition.'!:

18 a. 7'1£e lltnclowner establishes (ltId complies wit It tile In·ovi.~iotUI

19 of a woodland management plan for this land prepared in acco,.- .

E'xPL\IUTION-Maller enclosed ia bold-faced~.. [Ihul ia Ihe .bo'e hiD
i. DOt eaaeled od i. ialeaded to be .-itled ia die Ia••

Haner priated I. Iialia t1l". II __ ..a1lieP.



20 dance with policies, glLideliJles mid practices approved by the Di­

21 vision of Parks atlel POt'eshyin the Department of EnvifonmentaZ

22 Prot.lelion, in cOJ£sultation with the Department of Agriculture

23 and the Dean of Cook College at Butget's, 1'he State University,

24 which policies, guidelines and practices an' designed to eliminate

25 excessive and unnecessary cutting.

26 b. The landowner and a forestC't· from Cl list of foresters appt'oved

27 by the Department of Environtn.ental Protection shall annuaUy

28 attest to com.pliance with subsection c/. of tlli.'! section; and

29 .c. The landowner shall fIIlrIltaf/y submit atl application, as pre­

30 scribed in section 13 of P. L. 196-1, c. 48 (C. 5.1:4-23.13), to the

31 assessor with a copy of tlte plan accomptlnied by wriUC1~ docu­

32 mentation of compliance with subsection b. uf tltis section; (L sup­

33 plementary woodland data fot'1n setting forth woodland man­

34 agement actions taken in the pre-tax .1Jem·; type and quantity of

35 tree and forest products sold; amount of income received or an­

36 ticipated for same; a map of the land showing tlte location of the

37 actit,ity and the soil group classes of the laud; on(1 other pertinent

38 .information required by the Director of the Di"ision of Taxatiot£

39 as part of the application for valuatiotl, asseslmwnt and taxation

40 as providerl in P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 5-1:-1-23.1 el .'1eq.). The land­

41 owner shall, at the same time, submit to the Commissioner of the

42 Department of Environmental Protection (In e:1.'lzct ('opy of the

43 application and accompanying information submitted to the asses­

44 SOr. For the purposes of this amendatory and !luPlJlem.entary act.,

45 Happurtenant woodlltud" means n wooded piece of property

46 which is contiguous to, lJart of, or beneficial to II tract of land,

47 which tract of land 1w,'i a minimum area of at least fi1'rJ acres

48 devoted to agricultural or horticultural use.q other th(!1t the pro­

49 duction of trees and forest products, exclusit'e of Christmas tl'Ce8,

50 to which the woodland is supportive and subor'dinate.

1 2. (New section) a. Upon receipt of n copy of an application

2 anu accompanying- inforlllntion pllrsUlmt tl> H!etion ~ of P. h l!J64,

~ c. 48 (C. 54 :4-,.23.3), the CormlliHl'li()fi(~1' or tllll Dl'pllJ·tnwnt of Ji~lJ­

4 vironmental Protection shall acknowledge rl'crip! of such to both

5 the applicant and the assessor or the tllxin~ district in which the

6 land is sihmteu.

7 b. The commisRioller sball provide for a review of the application

8 for compliance with subsection a. of section 3 of P. L. 1964, c. 48

9 (C. 54:~23.3). The application review shall include an on-site

10 inspection of the property ,vithin the first three years in which

11 an application is received, and every thi I'd year thereafter.



12 c. The com~lissioner shall notify the asselOsor of the taxing dis­

13 tJ'ict, in writing, of his findings of compliance or noncompliance of

14 each applicant with the subsection a. of section 3 of P. L. 1964,

15 c. 48 (0. 54:4-23.3). If the commissioner indicates to the assessor

16 a finding of compliance the asseSllor JOUY, opon his own determina­

17 tion that the pl'operty is otherwise qualified for valuation, assess­

18 ment and taxation, aH provided in P. J.... 1964, c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.1

19 et seq.), approve or disapprove the application. If the commis­

20 sioner indicates to the assessor that the applicant is not in com­

21 pliance, the assessor shall disapprove the application. The asses­

22 80r's approval 01' disapproval shall be transmitted to the appli­

23 cant as in the case of other applications for vniuntion, assessment

24 and taxation, as provided in P. L. lU64, c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.1 et seq.).

25 d. In the event tl the commissioner does not give timely notice

26 to the assessor of his findings aftel' review of the application, as

27 timely notice is prescribed by rules and regulations adopted by the

28 Director of the Division of Taxation, pursuant to section 3 of thiN

29 amendatory and supplementary act, tIle assessor may approve or

30 disapprove the application llS in the case of other applications lIot

31 subject to provisions of this amendatory and sUJlpiementnry act.

1 3. (New section) Within 120 days of the date of enactment of this

2 amendatory and supplementary act, the Director of the Division

3 of Taxation, in coordination with the Department of Environ­

4- mental Protection, il3 authorized to adopt, under the "Admillis­

5 trative Procedure Act," P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-l et seq.),

6 the rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purposes

7 of this amendatory and supplementary act.

8-9 Copies of all proposed rules and regulations ouder this amCll­

10 datory and supplementary act shall be trallsmitted to the Senate

11 Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee and the Gcncl'81

12 Assembly Committee on Environmental Quality, or their desig­

13 nated successors, on a day on which both Houses are me~ting'

14 during a regular or special session of tlle Legil'llature. The cow­

15 lI)ittees may make recommendations to the Legislature on tl.w

16 proposed rules and regulations. Notwithstanding the provisions

17 of the "Administrative Procedure Act" or any other law to the

18 contrary, a proposed· rule or regulation shall not take effect if,

19 within 60 days of the date of the transmittal of the rule or reg'll­

20 lation to the committees, a law is enacted which is contrary to

21 the proposed rule or regulation.

1 4~ (New section) Land used exclusively for the production of

2 trees and forest products, exclusive of Ohristmas trees, and
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3 previously deemed in agricultural or horticultural use under sec­

4 tion 3 of P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 54 :4-23.3) the owner of which fails

5 to IDeet the additional conditions imposed by this amendatory and

6 supplementary act during the first tax year next following imple­

7 mentation of this act and which continues in agl"icultural or hor­

B ticuItural use is not subject to the roll-back tax because of dis­

9 qualification under this amendatory and supplementary act, but

10 sh:J11 be treated as land for which an annual application has not

11 been submitted.

1 5. There is appropriated to tbe Depal·tment of Environmental

2 Protection from the General Fund tbe sum o·f $150,000.00 to im.

3 plement the provisions of this amendatory and Ilupplementary act.

1 6. This act shall take effect on August 1 of the year next fol­

2 lowing enactment.

STATEMENT

The purpose of this bill is to redefine the criteria for extendin~

farmland assessment benefits under the "Farmland Assessment

Act of 1964" to land used exclusively for the production of tree

and forest products, exclusive of Christmas trees, /lnu not ap­

purtenant to open farmland. 'rhe conditions imposed for qualifi­

cation of thi~ land for farmland assessment are:

a. The owner establishes aud complies :with a woodland man·

agement plan prepared in ac~col'dance with policies, guidelines and

practices approved by the Division of Parks and Forestry in tbe

Department of Environmental Protection in consultation with tbe

Department of Agriculture and tile Dean of Cook College j

b. The submission by the landowner of this plan, plus the man­

agement actions which have been taken during the pr.e-tax year,

type and quantity of forest products sold, amount of income

received or anticipated, a map of land showing location and soil

classes, and any other pertinent infonnation required by the

Director of the Division of Taxation as purt of the application

for valuation, assessment and taxation. The bill would also require

an annual approval of tbe plan by the Department of Environ­

mental Protection after receipt of all necessary documentation

and on~site verification not less than every three years. These

inspections will be phased in over three years.

Rules and reguJations to carry out the purposes of ;the bill arc

to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of Taxation in

coordination with the Department of Environmental' Protection
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and are snbject to re\"iew by the Senate Natural Resources, and

Agriculture Committee and the Geueral Assembly Committee on

Environm(!ntal Quality.

This bill will take effect August 1 of the year following enact­

ment.

Finally, the bill would appropriate $150,000.00 to the Depart­

ment of Environmental Protection to accommodate the added

responsibilities of the Division of Purks und Forestry.

AGRICULTURE

Redefines the criteria by which woodlands qualify for reduced

property taxation under the" Farmland Assessment Act of 1964."



ASSEMBLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1925
with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 20, 1986

This bill imposes stricter requirements for certain woodlands to

receive the benefits of farmland assessment provided under the "Farm­

land Assessment Act of 1964". The provisions of the bill apply to any

woodland which is used exclusively to produce forest products other

than Christmas trees and is not appurtenant to open farmland. For the

woodland to qualify for farmland assessment, the bill requires that the

owner:

1. Establish and comply with a woodland management plan which

conforms to guidelines approved by the Department of Environmental

Protection's Division of Parks and Forestry in consultation with the

Department of Agriculture and the Dean of Cook College; and

2. Submit to both the local assessor and the Department of Environ­

mental Protection copies of the plan, documentation of compliance

attested by a department-approved forester, and information regarding

woodland management actions taken, forest products sold, income

received, the location and type of land used and other information

required by the Division of Taxation.

The Department of Environmental Protection is directed by the bill

to provide for the review of the application and notify the local assessor

in writing whether or not the application is in compliance with the

requirements of the bill. The bill requires that an on-site inspection be

included as part of the review during one of the first three years in

which applications are received and at least once every three years

following the first inspection.

If an owner of land subject to the provisions of the bill fails to comply

with the bill's requirements, the land, although not receiving a farmland

assessment, would not be subject to the roll-back tax currently imposed

when agricultural or horticultural land is converted to other uses.

The bill appropriates $150,000.00 to the Department of Environmental

Protection to implement its provisions.

The committee amendments are mainly technical but also include a

clarification that the on-site inspections may occur more frequently than

once every three years following the first inspection.



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1925
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: MARCH 13, 1986

The committee favorably reported this bill.

Assembly Bill No. 1925 (OCR) provides for a redefinition of the

criteria for extending farmland assessment benefits under the" Farm­

land Assessment Act of 1964" to any woodland which is used exclusively

to produce forest products other than Christmas trees and is not ap­

purtenant to open farmland. The conditions imposed for qualification

of this land for farmland assessment are:

a. The owner establishes and complies with a woodland management

plan prepared in accordance with policies, guidelines and practices

approved by the Division of Parks and ]'orestry in the Department of

Environmental Protection in consultation with the Department of Agri­

{\ulture and the Dean of Cook College;

b. The submission by the landowner of this plan, plus the manage­

ment actions which have been taken during the pre-tax year, type and

quantity of forest products sold, amount of income received or antici­

pated, a map of land showing location and soil classes, and any other

pertinent information required by the Director of the Division of Taxa­

tion as part of the application for valuation, assessment and taxation.

The bill would also require an annual approval of the plan by the De­

partment of Environmental Protection after receipt of all necessary

documentation and on-site verification no less than every three years.

If an owner of land subject to the provisions of the bill fails to comply

with the bills requirements, the land, although not receiving a farmland

assessment, would not be subject to the roll-back tax currently imposed

when agricultural land is converted to other uses.

The bill would become effective August 1 of the year following

enactment.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The bill appropriates $150,000.00 to the Department of Environmental

Protection to implement its provisions.



SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICULTURE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1925
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: SEPTEMBER 22, 1986

The Senate Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee favorably

reported Assembly Bill No. 1925 (OCR).

This bill imposes stricter requirements for certain woodlands to

receive the benefits of farmlands assessment provided under the "Farm­

land Assessment Act of 1964." The provisions of the bill apply to any

woodland which is used exclusively to produce forest products other

than Christmas trees and is not appurtenant to open farmland. For the

woodland to qualify for farmland assessment, the bill requires that the

owner:

1. Establish and comply with a woodland management plan which

conforms to guidelines approved by the Department of Environmental

Protection's Division of Parks and Forestry in consultation with the

Department of Agriculture and the Dean of Cook College; and

2. Submit to both the local assessor and the Department of Environ­

mental Protection copies of the plan, documentation of compliance

attested by a department-approved forester, and information regarding

woodland management actions taken, forest products sold, income

received, the location and type of land used and other information

required by the Division of Taxation.

The Department of Environmental Protection is directed by the bill

to provide for the review of the application and notify the local assessor

in writing whether or not the application is in compliance with the

requirements of the bill. The bill requires that an on-site inspection be

included as part of the review during one of the first three years in

which applications are received and at least once every three years

following the first inspection.

In an owner of land subject to the provisions of the bill fails to comply

with the bill's requirements, the land, although not receiving a farmland

assessment, would not be subject to the roll-back tax currently imposed

when agricultural or horticultural land is converted to other uses.

The bill appropriates $150,000.00 to the Department of Environmental

Protection to implement its provisions.



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1925
[OFFIOIAL COpy REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: NOVEMBER 24, 1986

The Senate Revenue, Finance and Appropriations Committee re­

ported this bill favorably.

This bill imposes stricter requirements for certain woodlands to

receive the benefits of farmland assessment provided tiLdeI' the "Fal'm­

land Assessment Act of 1964," P. L. 1964, c. 48 (C. 54:4-23.1 et seq.).

The bill requires that privately owned woodland, whieh is devoted

exclusively to the production for sale of tree and forest produds, otlwr

than Christmas trees, and other than land which is appurtenant to other

agricultural land, be subject to individual woodland management plans

in order for the land to qualify for farmland assessment. Added to the

farmland assessment application process for such woodlands is a review

by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) which is made

responsible for verification of compliance by landowners with the

woodland management plans. On-site inspection of woodlands is to be

conducted by DEP no less than every three years as part of the applieu­

tion review.

The annual application process for farmland assessment must include

wTitten documentation of compliance with the plan attested by the

owner and an approved forester, data on woodland management actiollS

taken in the pre-tax year, information on the quantity of forest products

sold, the amount of income received or anticipated, a map of the land

showing location and soil classes and other pertinent information as

may be required by the Division of Taxation. The DEP is to notify

local assessors of its receipt and approval or disapproval of applica­

tions for farmland assessment for such woodlands.

If an OWller of woodlands subject to the requirements of the bill fails

to meet the additional conditions imposed during the first tax year after

its implementation, the land would not receive a farTillm:d assessmeA

because of disqualification, but would llot be subject 10 the roll-lmek tax.

The Division of Parks and Forestry of the Deparllilellt of EnvirOli­

mental Protection has indicated that the bill is illtended to }Jl'ovide a



reasonable means of eliminating the widespread practice of indiscrimi­

nate cutting of woodlands to meet the current earned income reqmre­

ments of farmland assessment.

FISCAL IMPACT:

This bill appropriates $150,000.00 from the General Fund to the

Department of Environmental Protection to implement the provisiollS

of the bill.
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