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SENATE, No. 1990 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
TNTHO])LTED APTIIL 7. 1!)86 

By Senators COWAN. Mc.M.\NIMON and O'CONNOR 

Referred to Committel) Oil Jlliititutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT concerning the Commission for the Blind and Visually 

Impaired, am(!llding RHo 30:G-1 and R. R. :30:6-15, and r;upple­

rnellting chuptm' (i or Title ::;0 of the HcviHcd Statutcs. 

1 BE IT ENACT1,;D b.lJ the Senate and General Assembly 0/ tlte State 

2 of New Je"sey: 

1 1. It 8. 30 :6-1 is amrnded to read as follows: 

2 :10 :&--1. 'fhe (',onlllli:;sion for 1he amelioration of the condition of 

3 tile Llind antI the viiSually. . aired, bereinafterc in this article 

4 ref'el'l'ed to as the "('!.P)7~';;,:· k:,," ..Jm,1l ht"'"after bC! known as the 

;) COJlJl))i~:;ion for the Blint.! awl Visually Impaired. It shall provide 

(j all means Wllich it dcems feasiblc for ameliorating the condition 

7 or tIle blind and vi:·maJIy impaired and shall prepare and main­

s tlli)) it r~gister of all the 1,lim] within the State. [Every physician 

!l ,;hall report to tll<:' eommis,.;ioll <:""HY case of defective Yision which 

10 ill his jmlgnH'llt llIay l'psnll in pprmanent blindness. Bvery 1l111nici­

11 pHI and county, IIl-altll alll] w('lfal'l~ ago(·ncy. and every institution and 

12 l1011in!;titutionul a~Plwy ",ithill the State Department. of Il1stitu­

1:; tioJls and AW'Jlcil',"; shall promptly rrport to the commission every 

H individual (~omill!!; jo its aitl'1l1ioll who is known to Iw or is helieved 

1;) likely to heC01ll1' perIllalH'lltly hlind.] WhereveJ' uSlld herein, the 

Hi word" blind" :-;lJaJl IJC (h~enled to mean and include the yisually 

17 impaired. 

J :2. R. S. 30:(j-!;) is DIIlf'JHh·d to reall as follows: 

2 . :>,0 :6-1:), Tlw ('ommission is empo\\'(!f(!d to make inqUIrieS con­

3 cerning the Cfinsl'S of hlindness and the proportion of cases within 

4. the State whidl is prewutablc and is entitled to receire fhe co­

EXPLANATION-l\buer enclose.! in bold·faeed braekeb [tbas] fa the aboore bill
 
;. nool eDaded and i. intended to he omitted fa the law.
 

Matter priDted ia itaUe. lhal I. DeW ma"••
 



~) fi}wrafif,n of fI//'''1" Sin/,> flIlfl'fl(;rJ.l ,fJfin~nmumt a,f}('!ncirs in makin.fJ 

G t//NIC i'lIfJl.liriNi [('ooIJlo"alr wit.h th" State Department of Health 

7 /llld other inh'l'p,.,tt'!l !1o",.,!",. "odic,; and ()ffi(Oials in enforcing proper 

" 0) IJrcventive Tl/f';l;.,UJ'l'H]. Tlte ('OllilUi8StU'Yt s1l.all publish an annual 

!J r!!I}(U't, incllldii<), but not limited to, incidence and prevalence rates 

10 of Vlind anrl '/'isllall!! illljJair,.,J persons in all areas of the State. 

1 :3. (New section) As usc,l in this act: 
0
:;., a. "Blind" mc~an~ having' a eondition which qualifies an indi­
.) 
.J viclualus a I,lind IWfson Ull dcfi!wd in section ~~ of P. L. 1964, c. 200 

4 (C. 30:()-li~)' 

;) h. I'Commis~i()II" ID"lH1S tlw Commission for the Blind and 

(i Visually Impnired cd tlw Department of Human Servic{1s. 

7 e. "Visually illlpail','d" mPllns having a condition in wbicb a 

8 person hw'\ a '!Ilrrl',~lrrl \'i:-;ual aeuity not exceeding 20/70, hut nol 

!J less than 20/200, in t1w Jlllr~on 'l' better eye, or in which the periph­

10 eral field of tIll' ]lllri'on '" dsion has contracted 80 that the diameter 

11 of the visual (iC'ld ~llhten<ls an angle no greater than 40 degrees 

12 but no less than 20 <legrees. 
I 

1 4. (N(~\v section) a. The Commissioner ot the Department of 

2 Hllman ServicC's slw)1 rpquire the confidential rlJ)lortingo to the 
.) 
V commisHion I))' every ophthalmologist, optometrist, other eye or 

4 health care provider, or any otber agency, organization or facility 

5 as the! ,:ommissioner dptermines to be appropriate, of all cases in 

6 which a person is known to he hlind or visually impaired or may 

7 become hIind or visually impaired as the result of a degenerative 

8 eye condition, indu(1ing', but not limited to: corneal degeneration, 

9 un~itis, marilla)' dC';!:eneration, retinitus pigmentosa, any progrf.>S­

10 si\'c hereditary rlisl'ase causing retinal degeneration, diahetie reti­

11 nopathy W]lirh rC'qllireR treatment, ischaemic optic neuropathy, and 

12 glaucoma with a festriction of 10 uegrees or less in either eye. 

13 h. The Commissioner of Human Services shall determine by 

14 re~uJation the' pl'Oviders, facilities and agencies which shall he re­

15 quired to r<'port to the commi.'!sion pursuant to FJuhsection a. of 

16 this section immediHtely npon ascertaining that a person is hlind 

17 or visnu)):' impaire'd Of has a degenerative eye condition. The 

18 commisi'ioner shall also determine the types of conditions that shall 

(.;

r' 
19 

20 

he reported, the tYPH of information that shall he contained in the 

confidential report and the method for making the report. 

1 5. (New section) rrhe confidential reports made pursuant to this 

2 act shaH not he included under materials a'l7ailable to public in~ 

3 spection pursuant to P. L. 1963, c. 73 (C. 47:1A-l et seq.). The 

4 ~eports sllall be used only by the commission and other agencies 

5 that may be designated by the Commissioner of Human Services 



Ii and shall not otherwisC' be divulge,} or made public ~o as to dis. 

i dose the identity of allY persoJl to whom th('y reIat(\, except inso· 

~ far as: 

!) a. TIle indi"idulll irll'nlifipd III' hiH leg-al g"ufm)julI, it' I1l1y, or if 

10 he is a minor, his pUrlmt or h'gal guardian, consents to :Ill! dili­

11 closure; or 

12 b. A court, upon making a determination that disclosure is neccs­

13 sary for the conduct of proccedings before it and that failure to 

14 
II ' 

make the diselusuI'e would Ill~ eontrary to the public interest, ordrrs 

1;-) the disclosUTf'. 

1 (,. (~I'W sf'etion) An indi"idual 01' organization providing' in­

2 formatioll to til(' ('ommission in accordance with thhl amendatory 

:: and supph~IT\cntary act shall not he deemer] to be or held liahle for 

4 t1i\'ul~ing confidential information. 

1 i. O\(\W section) Nothing in this act Rhall be construed to compC'I 

.J any indh·idual to receive sl!rvices from the commission. 

1 8. The Commissioner of Human Scrvic(!s, pursuant to the" Ad­

2 mini/.;trative Procedure Ad," P. L. Itl68, c. 410 (C. 52 :14B-1 et 

3 seq.), shall adopt rules and re~lations necessary to effectuate the 

4­ provisions of thiH am1mdatory and supplementary act. 

I Y. This act !lhull tuke tdTI~et. immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This hill is intl'llded to fncilitlltp th(' e1forts of the Comll\i~sioll 

for tlw BJinrl nncl Vi"tmlly Impairer] to comply with itH statutory 

mandate under R. K ilO :fj-l to maintain a reAister of all blind Ilnd 

visually impaired persons within the State. The bill removC's the 

ambiguities that are pre!'ent in the current statute hy delineatin~ 

responsibilities aR to who is to report and specifically defining' thp 

re~istration criteria. In adr]ition, the hill provides immunity from 

liahilitv. for the reporting- fig-pnt and ensures the confidentialitv . of 

p.ach regiatrant 'A rC'cord. This hill will enable the commission to 

maintain a more a('~uratf' count of blind and visually impaired 

persons in New .Tersey, to fllrthf'r the study of causes of blindness 

and its prevention, and to offer its services to a ~r(>ater numhf'r 

of blind ann visually impairerl persons. 

HANDICAPPED-MENTAL AND PHYSICAL
 

Specifies requirements for reportin~ cases of blindness and visual
 

impairment to the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
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6 and shall not otherwise be divulged or made public so as to dis­


7 close the identity of any person to whom they relate, except inso­


8 far as:
 

9 a. The individual identified or his legal guardian, if any, or if
 

10 he is a minor, his parent or legal guardian, consents to the dis­


n closure; or
 

12 b. A court, upon making a determination that disclosure is neces­


13 sary for the conduct of proceedings hefore it and that failure to
 

14 make the disclosure would be contrary to the public interest, orders
 

15 the disclosure.
 

1 6. (New section) An individual or organization providing in­

2 formation to the commission in accordance with this amendatory 

3 and supplementary act shall not he deemed to be or held liable for 

4 divulging confidential information. 

1 7. (New section) Nothing in this act shall he construed to compel 

2 any individual to receive services from the commission. 

1 8. The Commissioner of Humull Services, pursuant to the" Ad­

2 ministrative Procedure Act," P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52 :14B-1 et 

3 seq.), shall adopt rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the 

4 provisions of this amendatory and supplementary act. 

1 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill is intended to facilitate the efforts of the Commissioll 

for the Blind and Visually Impaired to comply with its statutory 

mandate under R. S. 30 :6-1 to maintain a register of all hlind and 

visually impaired persons within the State. The bill removes the 

ambiguities that are present in the current statute by delineating 

responsibilities as to who is to report and specifically defining the 

registration criteria. In addition, the bill provides immunity from 

liability for the reporting agent and ensures the confidentiality of 

each registrant's record. This bill will enable the commission to 

maintain a more accurate count of blind and visually impaired 

persons in New .rersey, to further the study of causes of blindness 

and its prevention, and to offer its services to a greater numher 

of blind and visually impaired persons. 

HANDICAPPED-MENTAL AND PHYSICAL
 

Specifies requirements for reporting cases of blindness and visual
 

impairment to the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
 



ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 1990 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: SEPTEMBER 18, 1986 

The Assembly Health and Human Hesources Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 1990. 

This bill amends and supplements chapter 6 of Title 30 of the Revised 

Statutes concerning the Commission for the Blind and Visually Im­

paired ~ CRVI) in the Department of Human Services to clarify the role 

of the CBVI in annually reporting the incidence of blindness and visual 

impairments in the State, to ensure that all cases of blindness and visual 

impairment are reported to the CnVI immNliately upon ascel'tainin,'.;' 

that a person is lJlinc1 or visually impaired or has a degenerative e:,T(' 

condition, to ensure that all information so reported to the CBVI is kept 

confidential, and to provide immunity from liability for the reporting­

agent. 

The bill directs the Commissioner of Human Servicps to determine 

which health care providers, facilities and agencies are requirell to 

report to the CBVl, the types of eye conditions that shall be reported, 

the information that shall be contained in the report, and the method 

of reporting. The bill provides that all reported information shall be 

kept, confidential and may be disclosed only with the consent of the person 

or his guardian who is the subject of the information or upon the order 

of a court. 

This bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 2474 (Smith/Azzolina), 

which the committee also reported on this clate. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1990 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MAY 12, 1986 

The Senate Institutions, Health and Welfare Committee favorahly 

reports Senate Bill No. 1990. 

This bill amends and supplements statutes concerning the Commission 

for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CRYI) to clarify the role of the 

CBVI in annually reporting the incidence of blindness and visual im­

pairments in the State, to insure that all cases of blindness and visual 

impairment are reported to the CBVI immediately upon ascertaining 

that a perSOll is blind or visually impaired or has a degenerative eye 

condition, and to ensure that all information so reported to the CBVI 

is kept confidential. 

The bill directs the Commissioner of Human Services to determine 

~which health care providers, facilities and agencies are required to 

report to the CBVI amI the types of eye conditions that shall be re­

ported. The bill provides that all reported information shall be kept 

confidential and may be disclosed only with the consent of the person 

or his guardian who is the subject of the information or upon the order 

of a court. 
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