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SENATE, No. 817
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION
 

By Senator DUMONT
 

AN ACT concerning the "Municipal Court Administration
 

Reimbursement Fund" and amending P. L. 1983, c. 531.
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jen,eJI: 

1 1. Section G of P. L. 1983, c. :5:31 (C. 2G :2B-:35) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 6. a. Moneys dedicated for enforcement pursuant to section 2 

4 of this act shan be distributed as fol1ows: 

fi (l) One third shall be distributed to the "Municipal Court 

6 Administration Reimbursement Fund" pursuant to subsection b. 

7 of this section. 

8 (2) Two thirds shall he distrihuted in the "Drunk Driving En

g fOl'cement Fum]" established pursuant to [Po L. 1983, c. . .. (C. 

10 ) (now pending before the Legislature as Assembly Bill 

11 2262 of 1982)] section 1 of P. L. HJ84, c. 4 (C. .1!J:-i-fSO.8). 

12 h. (l) Each municipality in this State shall present to the 

13 Administrative Office of the Courts, before December 31, 1983, the 

14 numher of drunk driving arrests in the municipality during calendar 

15 year 1980. This number shall be tlle base year number of arrests. 

16 Tn any 1nunicipalityin which the number of drunk driving arrests 

17 for calendar !lear 1980 exceeds the average of the n'wnber of drunk 

18 driving an'ests for calendar Jlears 1.97.9 and 1D81, that municipality 

19 may substitute the lower avera,rJe figure as the base fim1re for the 

20 calculation in this subsection. The rnunicilJalit]! shall certify this 

21 substitution in l.oritin.r; to the Ad111inistrative Offiee of the Gauds. 

21A within 90 days of the elfective date of this 1.986 amendatory act. 

22 Once a substituted base year figure is used, it may not thereafter 

EXPLANATION-l't'IaUer enclosed in bold·faeed brackets [thus] in the above bilJ
 
is not enacted and is intended to be omiued in the law.
 

Matter printed in italics thus is new Dlatter.
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23 be changed. Beginning.January 15, 1984, and each year thereafter 

24 the llJunicipality shall report to the Administrative Office of the 

25 Courts the number of drunk driving arrests made in its munici

26 pality during' the preceding calendar year. 

27 (2) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall certify the 

28 amounts submitted by each municipality and shall calculate for 

29 each municipality any increase in the number of arrests between 

30 the base year and the number of arrests reported for the preceding 

31 calendar year. The Administrative Office of the Courts shall then 

32 calculate the sum of all increases for all municipalities reporting. 

33 (3) Beginning for calendar year 1983, the following fraction 

34 shall he calculated for each municipality: 

35 The increase in drunk driving arrests in the municipality between 

36 the base year and the preceding year over the total of increases in 

37 drunk driving arresh:; between the hase year and the preceding ~'ear 

38 in all reporting municipalities in the State. 

39 This fraction shall be IIlultiplied by the total amount of the money 

40 available in the "l\[unicipal Court Administration Reimbursement 

41 Fund" in the preceding calendar year. This amount shall be alIo

42 cated to the municipality for the purpose of maintaining its munici

43 pal court which may include payments to municipal court judges, 

44 municipal prosecutors and other mUlJicipal court personnel for 

45 work performed in addition to regular employment hours. 

1 2. This act slIall take effect immediately and shall apply to 

2 amounts allocated from the "Municipal Court Administration 

3 Reimbursement Fund" to municipalities in 1986. 

COURTS 

Permits use of a substituted base year for drunk driving arrests 

to determine municipal share in the "Municipal Court Reimburse

ment Fund." 
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'23 71(' changed. Beginning January l!1, 1984. and paeh yf'ar thprpafter 

24 tIll" municipalit~· shall nport to tIl(' Administratiye Officp of the 

25 Courts the llUmhC'r of drunk driving arr<,sts made in its munici

2G pality during the preceding calendar year. 

27 (2) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall certify the 

28 amounts suhmitted 11: eaeh municipality and shall calculate for 

29 pacll municipality any increasf> in the numher of arrests between 

30 the base year ano the numhpr of arrests reported for the preceding 

31 calendar year. The Administrati"e Office of the Courts shall then 

32 calculate the sum of all increases for all municipalities reporting. 

33 (3) Beginning for calendar year 1983, the following fraction 

34 shall he calculated for each municipality: 

35 The increase in drunk driving arrests in the municipality between 

36 the base year and the preceding year over the total of increases in 

37 drunk driving arrests between the base year and the preceding year 

38 in all reporting municipalities in the State. 

39 This fraction shall be multiplied by the total amount of the money 

40 available in the "Municipal Court Administration Reimbursement 

41 Fund" in the preceding calendar year. This amount shall be all0

42 cated to the lllunicipality for the purpose of maintaining its munici

43 pal court which may include payments to municipal court judges, 

44 municipal prosecutors and other municipal court personnel for 

45 work performed in addition to regular employment hours. 

1 2. This act shall \ake effect immediately and shall apply to 

2 amounts allocated from the "Municipal Court Administration 

3 Heimbursement Fund" to municipalities in 1985. 

STATEMENT 

This bill permits a municipality to use a substituted base year 

figure for the purpose of calculating the municipality's share of 

the money available in the "Municipal Court Administration Reim

bursement Fund". 

A municipality may suhstitute the average number of drunk 

driving arrests made in 197~j and 1981 as the base figure rather 

than the number made in 1980. '1'his provision makes the allotment 

more equitable for municipalities in which calendar year 1980 

arrests were disproportionate to the years precedil1g and following. 

Once the sullstituted hase figure is used, it may not be chaJlged 

but will remain the base figure for all future calcuJa tions. 



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, DEFENSE AND
 
CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 817 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 11, 1986 

The Assembly Law, Public Safety, Defense and Corrections Com

mittee favorably reports Senate Bill No. 817. 

In 1984, P. L. 1983, c. 531 (C. :26 :2B-32 8t seq.) created the Alcohol 

Education, Rehabilitation, and Enforcement Fund. One third of the 

money dedicated for enforcement from this fuud is distributed through 

the :l\fuuicipal Court Administratiol1 Fund which allocates money to 

each municipality pursuant to a formula based on the increase in drUlik 

driving arrests in that municipality. The base year for this formula is 

set by statute at 1980. 

This bill would permit a Ulunieipality in which the average number 

of drunk driving arrests for 1979 am} 1981 was less than the number 

for 1980 to substitute the lower figure for the calculations to be made 

under the Municipal Court Administration Fund. A municipality which 

wants to use the substituted base year would have to notify the 

Administrative Office of the Courts within 90 days of the bill's enact

ment into law. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEME~T TO 

SENATE, No. 817 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DA'rED: MARCH 24, 1986 

The Senate JudiciaTY Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 

817. 

P. L. HJ83, c. 531 created the Alcohol Education Rehabilitation and 

Enforcement Fund. One-third of the moneys dedicated for enforcement 

from this fund are to be distributed through the "Municipal Court 

Administratioll Fund" which allocates mOlley to each municipality pur

suant to a formula which is based on an increase in drunk driving 

arrests in the municipality. 

'1'he base year for this formula is 1~)80. The designation of 1980 as 

the base year has worked to the disadvantage of Phillipsburg, a munici

pality in the sponsor's district. In 1980, there were 209 arrests for 

drunk driving in Phillipsburg as compared to 110 in 1979 and 93 in 

1981. The abnormally large number of arrests in 1080 is attrihutahle 

to the fact that a State Police rllad ']leam worked in Phillipsburg during 

1980. 

In order to address this situation, this bill would permit a munici

pality whose drunk driving arrests for 1979 and 1981 average less than 

the number of 1980 arrests to substitute the lower average figure as 

its base number for purposes of allocation under the "Municipal Court 

Administration Fund." If a municipality wishes to use a substitute 

figure, it must certify that figure to the Administrative Office of the 

Courts within 90 days of the bill's enactment. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending' 

technical review. As reported the bill includes the changes required 

1)y technical review which has been performed. 
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