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Sponsor's Statement: 

This bill would authorize all municipalities in first class counties to establish 
full-time municipal housing courts. Presently only cities of the first class are permitted 
to establish municipal housing courts. 
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CHAPTER 1'<5 u.s or •.J. 18~'
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SENATE, No. 1728 

STAT'E OF NEWJ'ERS,EY
 
INTHODl!eEl) F'J<;BRUARY 2,4,1986 

By Rt:natDr ORBOUIO 

Referf(·d to Committee on Judiciary 

AN Ac'l' concerniug lIIuuicipal housillg courts and 111J1elldillg N. J. S. 

2A :6-34, P. L. 1983, c. 207, P. L. 1966, c. 168 and P. 1..1971, c. 224. 

1 BE IT ENAC'l'Jill by the Senate ana Genual .,tssembly 0/ the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 L N. J. S. 2"\ :6-34 is amended to read a8 follows; 

2 2A :6-34; (u) Every adion of a civil nature at Law, other thall a 

:~ proceeding in lieu of a prerogative writ,alld ey~ry action to recover 

4 allY pCllalty i1Jlposed nr authorized by any law of this State, where 

;) the debt, b8hUle(~, p(malty, damage or nther matter ill digpute does 

() 1I0t excf~ed th~ Hum or VII hH~ of $5,000.00, f!Xflul;iv(~ of (!Ost8, Rhull 

7 be cognizable ill the [ec.unty distl'illt courts Of this Sttite] .special 

8 civil part oj the 8upen:or Court. 

!) (b) [Count)' distrid courts] The .special civil part of th(~ Supef·j,nr 

11) COUf't shallull'p lJa \'e .iu,.: .' fltion in actions of replevin wher(~ the 

11 value of the goods or chal,ds of which replevin is sought docs not 

12 exceed tile vahle of $5.000.00, exclusive of costs; in actions of attach­

l:i ment, for a SUlll ~lOt exceediug $5,000.00, exclusive of costs; alld ill 

14 actious betwooll landlords alld tellaots, except tllllt an action for 

15 eviction invoh'ing propert}' located in a [c~tY] municipality in a 

16 cott,dy of' the first claf.;s that has f!stnblislJeda full-time municipal 

17 housing court may be transferreu to th(> municipal housiug court 

18 of that cit), hpfore it comes to trial; if the [oount.y district court] 

lH Sl)(~cialcivil part of the Superior Court decides to transfer the 

20 matter, eithf')' uflon its OWII initiativp, or iii re81'l)nse to a request 

21 from the Dlullicipal Iiousing conrt to have the Illatter transferred. 

22 After the transfer has been made, the municipal housing court 

23 shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the act~on. 

EuLA..4'1'1OJII-....... eaeIoeed .. ...., = 'IduuJ .. tile ...... wu 
Ie _I euded ' ' ........................·r· . 
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24 (c) [County district courts] The spec:ial civil part of tlle Superior 

25 Court shall ha\c Jlllisdictioll of actions by:or against county gov­

26 verninghodies, quasi, domestic, foreign and municipal corpora­

27 tions, equally with natural persons, of actions by creditors of a 

28 decedellf against the heirs or devisees of the deeedent where the 

29 amount iu dispute, exclusive of c.osts, does uot exceed the sum or 

30 vulue or $;:;,000.00, and of such other actions or procecdiugs as are 

31 now or may hereafter be given by law., 

32 (d) In an)' aetion tran~ferred to the~cQunty district court] 

33 special ci1:i1 p{~rt f~om the Supi.it'Jot Court, the [county district 

34 court] special civil part shall hav€ jurisdiction to enter judgment 

;,5 in such amount us the .judge or jury fijIan deterllliIw the dum-
I 

36 ages to be, notwithstanding that sueh damages cxeccd the sum or 
37 $5,000.00; provided that such juri~diction: ,shall not be consider(~d 

38 detemtining whether costs shall be denied in the Superior Court 

39 pursuant to N. J. S. 2A:lfH32. 

1 2. Section 4 of P. L. 1983, c. 207 (C. 24-':8-24.1) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. Municipal housing courts in [citief/] tra-l"~icipalitiesin counties 
4 of tlie first class that have established fUII-.ti~lJe nlnni(!ipa] housing 

5 court~shull have exclusive jurisdiction Qyer actions for eviction 

6 tran~f~rred to the municipal housin&,:cour~,b¥ the [county district 

7 cour.t):slJecial civil part of l1te Super/,?1" Cq#,-t pursuant to the pro­

8 visions of subsection b. of N. J. S.':2;A.:~4i and shall have con-
J.;~ '.; _ _ 

9 curreIl~ jurisdiction to appoint re~~verspjIrsuantto section 6 of 

10 P. L.',1966. c. 168 (C. 2A:42-79) an4·to '~iforce the provisions of 

11 P. L.1.971, c. 224 (C. 2A :4:wl5 et s~C{:). ,~ 
1 3. Section 6 of P. L. 1966,c. 16~?(C. ~4:42-79) is amended to 

2 reaq as follows: 

3 6, Any ordinance adopted unde~ thisaci'~ay provide that in the 

4 eventthe owner of a substandard mtiltipl~:~wellingfails to comply 

5 with an order for repair, alterationot;imp~g~ementafter notice and 

6 reasonable opportunity to do so an<iwhe~~a such failure to comply 

7 results ill the continuation of acondition,«tt conditions harmful to 

8 the health and safety of tbe occupants of !ll~hlu1tiple dwelling or to 

9 the general public, the public office~i~Y~'~i,and with the approval' 

10 of the governing body of the mU11i?lp~1i~tribringanaction in the 

11 Superior Court, or, in casesinvol~gp;9~rtylocated.in ifcities) 

12' muni(;ipalities in counties ,oi;th.el~t ';lhalhave estilbliBhed" 

13 fullt~e municipal hOU8ingcqllrtJ'~":,'cipalhoU8ing~urt' 
14,' of t!t~1 [city] m'vnicipalitlliD.'whi" '. rly :i,8il00atfi~/'to~:. 

. . ji:""i ' ." .•'," " ' " •i'" 

15, 'ap~gtted receiver ex officiq;ii.o~;;.iJ;qQmelrom:,,~' 

16; p~~,ty and expend the&8Dl~:'[~~ +~(f.~~n~'lt~~~r 
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17 pairs, alterations 01' \ml':c\~mcnts as are uecessary to correct said 

18 harmful condition or conditions. 'rhe said l".mts and income so 

19 collected by t~lC saill r('(~(:i vcr shall also be available for the pay­

20 mcnt of such costs and expenses of the l'cceivershiJl, us lIlay be 

21 adjudged by the court, and for the payment to the, municipality of 

22 any fines or penaltitls whieh mar have been imposed 011 the owner 

23 for violations of the ordinance and \\~hich have riot been paid hy 

24 thl! person liable therefor. The ('A)urt may proceed in the action 

25 ill u sunllllary 1l1l1ll11l'l' 0/' othClrwilole. SUO}) receiver 8hall not he 

26 required to give boud amI shall be appointed oIlly for the said 

27 purposes. 

1 4. Section 3 of P. L. 1971, c. 224 (C. 2A:42-S7) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 :3. A proceeding h~' a public officer, tenant, or t~J1llnts of a dwell­

4 illg for a :judgment dirpeting the deposit of rents into comt and 

5 their use for the Ilm'lIOf'" of remedying conditiQnH ill 1ol1l11loltl11ltil11 
" 

6 violation of the standards of fitness for bUmaJl~lahitutioll e!o1tub­
"7 Hsiled ullderthe State or local housing codes oHregulatioJls or a 

8 proceeding by a ZJttblir officer, a tenant whosc¥tilitY service has 

9 been diverted or a utility company fOf a judgment directing the 

10 deposit of rents into court and their use for correcting any wrong­

11 ful diversion of utilit!1 service in a dweUing 1nay;OO maintained in 

12 a court of competent jurisdiction. Theplaceof'trial of the pro­

13 ~eeding shall be within the county in which the~al property or a 

14 Jlortion thereof from which the rents issue is8~tuated. In cases 

15 involving reid property located in [cities]munipipalitie.s in coun­

16 ties of the first class that have established full-tiiJie municipal hOllS­

17 iug courts, the proceedings may he broughtintJJ;e municipal llOUS­

18 ing court of dIe [city] municiz)ality ill whichtheptoperty is located. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT'
 
This bill would authorize all municipalities in':i~rst class counties
 

to establish full-time llIunicipal hQusin~co?r~r" Presently only
 

cities' of the first class are permitted to estapli~~!;;~unicipal housing
 
, courts. ',' :;'
 

Auth()1!~f'~unicipalitie8 
COURTS 

in first .'Class ,C)C)'l:IJit~~ 
,'i., , '0' 

establish t;on~
 
timej"iriti4l~~1 housing courte.
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ASSEMBLY COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1728 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: SEPTEMBER 15, 1986 

The Assembly County Government Committee reports favorably 

Senate Bill No. 1728. 

Senate Bill No.172S amends N..J. S. 2A:6-34, section 4 of P. L. 1983, 

c. 207 (C. 2A :8-24.1), section 6 of P. L. 1966, c. 168 (C. 2A :42-79) and 

section 3 of P. L. 1971, c. 224 (C. 2A :42-87) to permit any municipality 

in a county of the first class to establish a full-time municipal housing 

court. 

Currently only cities of the first class (i.e. Newark and Jersey City) 

may establish municipal housing courts. The provisions of Senate Bill 

No. 1728 would permit any municipality which is located in Bergen, 

Essex or Hudson counties to do so. 

lt is the committee's understanding that municipal housing courts 

have jurisdiction over actions involving eviction and over actions in­

volving the remediation of substandard conditions or violations in 

multiple dwellings. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1728 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 24, 1986 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate Bill 

No. 1728. 

Presently, only Newark and Jersey City are authorized to establish 

full-time municipal housing courts. This bill would authorize all 

municipalities located in counties in the first class to establish full­

time municipal housing courts. Essex, Bergen and Hudson counties 

are counties of the first class. Municipal housing courts have juris­

diction over actions for eviction and over actions involving the re­

mediation of substandard conditions in multiple dwellings. 



S:'30 _ S-1947/ A-2237, S-414, S-1728 , A-471 
··page· 2 
October 10, 1986 

S-1728, sponsored by Senator Carmen Orechio, D-Essex, authorizes any 

municipality in a first class county to establish a full-time municipal 

housing court. Currently, only Newark and Jersey City are permitted to 

establish municipal housing courts. The first class counties are Essex, 

Bergen and Hudson. The legislation is effective immediately. 
. .
 

A-471, sponsored Assemblyman Guy Muziani, R-Cape May, repeals the 

law that created and funded the New Jersey Urban Loan Authority and the 

New Jersey Area Redevelopment Authority. The New Jersey Economic 

Development Authority would be required to turn pver to the State 

Treasurer all repayments on ARA loans. The legislation is effective 

immediately. 
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