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ASSEMBLY, No. 2103, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

IN'rRonUCEIl FEBRUARY 24, 1986 

By AMemblymNI SCHW.\ RTZ, liMITH, ZIMMER and
 

KAVANAUGH
 

All ACT to eetahliRh the New .Jersc)r Birthplnce of Football Monu­

Ulent Commi88ion and prescribing the powers, duties and fune­

60.. thenof. 

1 DB IT BIUOPD by the SetUJk awl Geraeral.As,embly of the State 

2 of NefII Jer.,: 
1 1. TIle Lecis1ature &ucla ad declares: 
2 a. The ftnt intercollegiate game of footbal~ in the distinctively 

3 Amen-n 8ellHe of the term, "'as pla)red in tbi. State, at New 

.. BI'UII81riek, ia, the )"L"8r 186!J. lJotweeu UQ\gOI'l College and the 

5 CoUep of New Jersey (PriDeeton). 

6 b. The BU'-'equcut do,rclopment of tbis sport, wi~ its widespread 

7 popw.nt)' ad its pervasive influence upon th.,valucs and elbol 

8 of the Amel'iean JlCOple. haa bad a profound impact upou the life 

!) aDd culture of tllia country. 

10 e. It i.e Otting that the event of 1869 which renders New Jersey 

11 the birthplaee of American football be commeUlorated through the 

12 ereetion of *,IDC 8uitahle memorial; firstly, for ~e iuherent im­

1:1 portaDee of the c\"ent. and secondly, RO that this State's bisLoric 

14 role reeeive appropriate, public and durable reeognition, together 

15 with uy i"cntal heneftta that may BCCnIe to the State tbrough 

16 the ............tion or tourism eneouraged by tbiBfpnn of memorial. 

17 d. WIIile it iR IlJ)JII'O)lriate that organs of State Government 
• 
18 proride o,.nizational and admiJlietrative direetion and support 

1!J 'or tII!1a p~ it ill feuihJe 8Dd c1Hirable that private organiza­

20 ....'... '..... dtUeDa provide the IDeaIl8 of eal'ir,ing it oat. 
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) 2. Th(,I"(, is t'fPatNl in tlu' Ilh'ision of Parks llud Fort'st r~' in th(' 

2 Deparhllellt or "~II\"ir()lInU'litul flrutl'Ction a cOlllmission to he known 

3 as the Nr·\\' .ll·rlll·Y Hlr1hphtl'l' of 1<'00thl111 M011ument Commission, 

.J Ilcrein.fh-r rl·r{'rr(~1 to liS "tIll' l·ommissiou." The commission 

:; ...,.11 con"hit "f n, the CIlJlllllil'!'lionl!f of till! D,'pnrt.ml'nt. of En­

g viron"","t,,1 PI'llt""lion, whu ~h,,1J Ill! UI'~ cluilrmlln and chief ex­

7 ceoth'e oAiI'rr or till' l'01mnif;l'ion; h. th" l~h8irmnn. or his ,1elii1-,"1lee, 

8 or the N.·w .lrrMer Hiliiloril'ul CunnnillsioJl in the Department of 

9 State; C:. till' maYI;f I" tho ('if~' of New Brunswick; d. the .\dminis­

10 trator of Ihl' Offi,',- of NI'\\' .T(,fMC~~- Heritage, within the D(lpurtment 

J1 of Environnll'ntnl Protl....HolI; l\nd e. three eitiz('ns an,l resident/> 

12 o( tllu. ~U81t· 1I0t hoMing nn~- oHler public office or position, who 

1:1 ..hall IN' ..llOJ«>1I without r('/ranl to politi<'al affiliation an.1 solely 

14 ul,.,n .h.. hn,.i~ flf knowll'f!ge or experience in areas relevant to 

15 tllP. clatic''; ilnd runl·tiun8 of the commiRsion. Appointh'(' memllers 

1& .haJJ be :1~llOint("Cl 11,- tlu' Om'ernor with the ad"icp and com,ent of 

17 the Seantl'. :l11d shlln MC'T\"C for tp.rlllJ~ of thrl'C rcars, f>xcept that of 

18 the find thr.... a,I""illtec>M. on~ 8hull Herve for a ternl of three years. 

19 ODe.1I !'f>rvl~ for u teml of two ·yeRrs and one ror u tenn of one 

20 year.. Var..aneieK amoliK apJlointive memhol'8 shall h(~ filled in the 

2] NUIIC manner lUI the originul apJJOintmont WIl!'l made, but for the 

22 unexpired !f·rm only. Members of the commiMsion Khall serve with­

2:i out ....".... tiol1. h"t )l1u,U he c-ntill.... tl)~imllllrl4l!lUent for actunl 

21 eXllelQefl Ilec",,"..rily inclirrecI ill Ute "ortonJlunc~o of their ,Juties 

25 aM IIIt'!IPller8 or the Mmmill8ion. 

1 3... For pol'p08e8 of compliance with Article V, Section IV, 

2 ..rapaph 1 of the State· Constitution, the commission created by 

3 tWa_ ill aJloealecJ to the Department of Environmental Protee· 

, tioa,which shall Jlrovide 80ch office 8pace and ~neral clerical and 

a admiDilltratit'e aerviees and facUities as may be required for the 

6 perlonna,n~ of tb.. eommisllion'll (anfltions. The commission sball 

1 aIIo be entitled to 1'eQuest and J'C(.'eive such technical, professional, 

8 ~rial and aflminiRtratiYe al8istance 88 may be availahle 

9 from tbe. Department of State and the Department of Commerce 

10 and Bcnnomie Tkvelopment in relation to the responsihilities of 

] 1 tholledepalrtnlenltc in t.be areas of historical preservation and the 

12 prolDOtion or touriBlll, 81 well 8tI from the Department of Environ­

121 mell"- Prof.>etion in relation to its respoll8ibilit), for historic sites. 

14 b. lVhPDl',-er the oommiuion i8 a,tbori~ by this act. or by any 

15 otIIet~;1a", to MqUin 01' di8poee ofp~rt1, to enter into contracts 

16 or + agreementl, or toieeei"e~'bold~ '\~e8t or disbune fOD~ 
11 .It •• be tbe d1lt1 of theOcJmt.Di",~tof the Department ~ 
t8 ~talProtectioD, or·of....f~~teoMciaJ ~~ oftI.n{.,' -, , ;, , ..'-" H',; . 
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19 of the departolC"nt 118 the commi88ioner may from time to time 

~ eharge with tJaat rt!l!I)ou8ibility, to cal'ry out such, transactions on 

21 behalf of tbe oommis"ion when authorized and directed to do so 

2"l by a resolution ctt' tile (,.ooDlmillJlion duly adopted. : 

4. Jt Hhall he Ihe tlut)' of the commission to provide, within the 

.J limit or (and. aud otber mesnll availahle pursuant to section ;) 

a of tbia llet, fqrthe siting, tlesi~'1J, en.action and maintenance of a 

4 suitable U'OUUDlelit ill the city ot' New Brunswick' commemorating 

a tbe oceaeion of the lir~t intf'n'.ollegiate football game, which wa" 

ti played in lhut city ill til(' )"(,Ilf 1S6!1, togcther with such allpnrtenant 

7 f.ciJitiL'8 aDcl iDlllro\'(:mclll" atl Illay he neces81llJ" or suitable for 

H the l'rol~r dililplu~' of the monument and its fuUest use and enjoy­

!, ment hy tbe geacral ..ulllie. 

a. )o'or the l)urp0H(' of curr)·iDg out its dutics under section 4 of 

.J twa act, thp '~mmiloi"ion sJwll he entitled to: 

3 .. j\cqulre, bold unci diHJ)()8(! of real and personal property; 

4 h. HoJicit and a(!(~pt gift"" legBl~ieH, IJeflllcsts aDd oncJowmentH 

5 from private or pulJlic IIOUrccs, and in coDDcction therewith agree 

6 to aD)" nsuJatioDS or restrictioDs OD the use thereof not incon­

1 ai&teDt with the tel"lWJ ad purpose. of this act; 
~ Co bVM aD, (ullds receh'ed by it, and not i.umediately neces-

Y ary forcarryiDg out iiB duties and fuaetio.... in'seearities which 

10 are Iepl for ~t funds in the State or New JerH)"; 

11 d. JIaIr.e, elltlr into aDd perfonn all CODtraetsi :or agreements 

12 DIleBI..., or iaeidental to the performance of it,. duties, powers 

13 and fuaetio.... 

1 6. 'I.'Iai8 Ret 1 take effect immediately. 

STA'l'EKENT 
Tbi. hill .000d provide for the erection Of a mOnument in the 

! :':-;' 

eity of New BJiUDJnriek to COIIIIDemorete the p)a~ of the first 

iD~reo"'te football ~me, wbicb took pJaee in tlJat city in the 

yearl_. 

The plaai..., erection aDd maiDtensaee of the -.nDmeDt wODld 

he t, • '"J)()....ri1it~· of t1K· uNew .Jeney BirtbpJaee of Foothall 

MODU ,(~OBIIi..JlioDt. e....sted by thit bill. aDd!ODld he ftnaneed 

by yoiaDtary ertDI riltutienA_ TIM eoaaDiHioa wnw he allorated
• ,. ,<,-," 

io tM .......1 of EnYironDleDtal ~ ..... hupuersl 

N8pOIIIiIiIIit': t~r "bilJtorie .it." in tile Sta.., f~:""aiatrative 
JIGI'PG 1111, , 

,..c.lII1!fionel' of the Depa....... of,·.~taI Pro­
, - " '-ri- " .~)c', '_. ' ' ~,;-_ - "-:-:_~"f.~;ij5 _.' : 

........::. tile n:..·eIIal1'8Ia8'Ud'.8fl..ti"....r '
 
"C • - .'- -'- - I;~:+] :,>~ 

?t 



I ' 

01 the C!OIDIIIisaion. and would act for the ~eeion. at its direc­

tion, m~rmng out ~Ui8itio1\ of pro~rty,exeeation of eont~ 

aDd other trall8llctions. Otbpr members of the commission would 

be: (1) thc.ehainnan of the New ,Jersey Historical Commission, 
I • 

or IWa _ipee, (2) the Mayor 01 New Brunswick, (3) tbe adminis­

trator of the OOi",· of New .Jersey Heritage in the Department of 

Eavif'OlUD8lltal Protection, and (4) three citizens appointed by tbe 

Ooveraor for tenull of tbree yearlt, staggered to provide for one 

.ppoiatlDeDt each year after the initial appointments. 

ENVlBONMENT-GENERAL 
CreaUa •.caaamission to erect and maiDtam II memorial to the 

.. lirth ol America. football" in the city of New Brunswick, 

to be by voluntary contribution•. 
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19 of the department as the commissioner may from time to time 

20 charge with that responsibility, to carry out such transactions on 

21 behalf of the commission when authorized and directed to do so 

22 by a resolution of the commission duly adopted. 

1 4. It shall be the duty of the commission to provide, within the 

2 limit of funds and other means available pursuant to section ;) 

3 of this act, for the siting, design, erection and maintenance of a 

4 suitable monument in the city of New Brunswick commemorating 

5 the occasion of the first intercollegiate football game, which was 

6 played in that city in the year 1869, together with such appurtenant 

7 facilities and improvements as may be necessary or suitable for 

8 the prolJer display of the monument and its fullest use and enjoy­

9 ment by the general puhlic. 

1 G. :F'or the purpose of carrying out its duties under section 4 of 

:2 this act, the commission shall be entitled to: 

3 a. Acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property; 

4 b. Solicit and accept gifts, legacies, bequests and endowments 

5 from private or public sources, and in connection therewith agree 

6 to any regulations 01' restrictions on the use thereof not incon­

7 sistent with the terms and purposes of this act; 

8 c. Invest any funds received by it, and not immediately neces­

9 sary for carrying out its duties and functions, in securities which 

10 are legal for trust funds in the State of New Jersey; 

11 d. Make, enter into and perform all contracts or agreements 

12 necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties, powers 

13 and functions. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would provide for the erection of a monument in the 

city of New Brunswick to commemorate the playing of the first 

intercollegiate football game, which took place in that city in the 

year 1869. 

The planning, erection and maintenance of the monument would 

be the responsibility of the "New Jersey Birthplace of Football 

Monument Commission" created by this bill, and would be financed 

by voluntary contributions. The commission would be allocated 

to the Department of Environmental Protection, which has general 

responsibility for" historic sites" in the State, for administrative 

purposes. 

The Oommissioner of the Department of Environmental Pro­

tection would be the ex officio chairman and chief executive officer 

A21C>3 (tqg,,) 



of the commission, and would act for the commission, at its direc­

tion, in carrying out acquisition of property, execution of contracts, 

and other transactions. Other members of the commission would 

be: (1) the chairman of the New Jersey Historical Commission, 

or his designee, (2) the Mayor of New Brunswick, (3) the adminis­

trator of the Office of New Jersey Heritage in the Department of 

Environmental Protection, and (4) three citizens appointed by the 

Governor for terms of tbree years, staggered to provide for one 

appointment each year after the initial appointments. 

ENVIRONMEWl'-GENERAL 

Creates a commission to erect and maintain a memorial to the 

"birthplace of American football" in the city of New Brunswick, 

to be financed by voluntary contributions. 



ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMI\lITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEJ\iIBLY, No. 2103 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MAY 22, 1986 

The Assemhly State Government Committee reports favorably 

Assembly Bill No. 2103. 

This hill would provide for the erection of a monument in the city 

of New Brunswick to commemorate the playing of the first intercol­

legiate football game, wbich took place in that city between Rutgers 

College and the College of New .Jersey (Princeton) in the year 1869. 

The planning', erection and maintenance of the monument would be 

the responsibility of the" New .Jersey Birthplace of Football Monu­

ment Commission" created by this bill, and would be financed hy 

voluntary contributions. The commission would be allocated to the De­

partment of Environmental Protection, which has general responsihility 

for" historic sites" in the State. 

The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection 

would be the ex officio chairman and chief executive officer of the com­

mission, and would act for the commission, at its direction, in carrying 

nl't acquisition of property, execution of contracts, and other trans­

actions. Other members of tho commission would be (1) the chairman 

of the Now Jersey Historical Commission, or his designee, (2) the 

mayor of New Brunswick, (3) the administrator or the Office of New 

Jersey Heritage in the Department of Environmental Protection, and 

(4) three citizens appointed by the Governor for terms of three years, 

staggered to provide for one appointment eaeh year after the initial 

appointments. 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
 
NEWS RELEASE
 

CN-001 TRENTON, N.J. 08625 
Contact: CARL R. GOLDEN Release: TUES., SEPT. 23. 1986 

609-292-8956 OR 292-6000 EXT. 207 

Acting Governor Chuck Hardwick today signed legislation to create a , 

seven-member "New Jersey Birthplace of Football Monument Commission" to 

place a monument in New Brunswick to commemorate the playing of the 

Nation's first intercollegiate football game. 

The legislation, A-2103. sponsored by Assemblyman David Schwartz,
 

D-Middlesex. was signed by the Acting Governor at a public ceremony in
 

the Governor's Office.
 

The Commission will be responsible for the planning, construction and
 

maintenance of a monument in the City of New Brunswick to recognize the
 

playing of the first intercollegiate football game between Rutgers College
 

and the College of New Jersey now known as Princeton
 

University --- in 1869.
 

In addition to three public members appointed by the Governor, the
 

Commission will consist of the Commissioner of the Department of
 

Environmental Protection (DEP). the Chairman of the New Jersey Historical
 

Commission. the Mayor of New Brunswick. and the Administrator of the
 

Office of New Jersey Heritage within the DEP.
 

- more ­
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"I am confident that the Commission will create a monument that 

properly reflects the courage of the players, the importance of the event 

and the historic role of the State in the development of college football," 

Hardwick said. "While college football has changed over the years, it has 

remained a worthwhile pursuit that promotes camaraderie, discipline and 

character in its players. The sport has also had a substantial impact upon 

the culture of this Nation and upon the colleges and universities that 

sponsor football programs." 

"I am pleased to have the opportunity to sign a bill that recognizes 

another first in New Jersey," he added. 

Hardwick also signed A-1807, sponsored by Assembly Majority Leader 

Chuck Haytaian, R-Warren, to permit a local unit of government which had 

created a municipal utilities authority to dissolve the authority. 

### ### ### 
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