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[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1633 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1986 

By Senator DALTON 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT concerning public assistance payments, and amendjng 

P. L. 1947, c. 156. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1iJ47, c. 156 (0. 44:8-125) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 19. 'l'he fact that an applicant for public assistance or any of 

4 his dependents shall be receiving, or entitled to receive, income 

5 from other sources 01' compensation for part-time or casual services 

6 shall not make such person ineligible to receive public assistance 

7 if such income or compensation is insufficient to support him and 

8 his dependents properly but the amount of such income or com­

9 pensation shall be taken into consideration in determining the 

10 amount of his public assistance by deducting from the amount of 

11 public assistance which he otherwise would be entitled to receive, 

12 the amount of such income or compensation; except that any money 

13 received because of a settlement agreement or judgment in a law­

14 suit brought against a manufacturer or distributor of "Agent 

15 Orange" for damages resulting from exposure to "Agent Orange" 

16 sha,ll not reduce the amount of public assistance received by the 

17 applicant ~'and shall not be subject to a lien or be available for re­

18 payment to the State M' m'unicipality for public assistance received 

19 by the applicant"". 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

PUBLIO ASSISTANOE 

Exempts "Agent Orange" awards from being considered income 

for purposes of' determining General Public Assistance benefits. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
 
Malter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as folloWSI
 

.. -Senate amendment adopted May 5, 1986.
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SENATE, No. 1633 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1986 

By Senator DALTON 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT concerning public assistance payments, and amending 

P. L. 1947, c. 156. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 19 of P. L. 1947, c. 156 (C. 44 :8-125) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 19. The fact that an applicant for public assistance or any of 

4 his dependents shall be receiving, or entitled to receive, income 

5 from other sources or compensation for part-time or casual services 

6 shall not make such person ineligible to receive public assistance 

7 if such income or compensation is insufficient to support him and 

8 his dependents properly but the amount of such income or com­

9 pensation shall be taken into consideration in determining the 

10 amount of his public assistance by deducting from the amount of 

11 public assistance which he otherwise would be entitled to receive, 

12 the amount of such income or compensation; except that any money 

13 received because of a settlement agreement or judgment in a law­

14 suit brought against a manufacturer or distributor of "Agent 

15 Orange" for damages resulting fr01'n exposure to "Agent Orange" 

16 shall not reduce the amount of public assistance received by the 

17 applicant. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill amends the "General Public Assistance Law" so that 

compensation received because of a judgment or settlement agree­

ment in a lawsuit brought against a manufacturer or distributor 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 



2 

of "Agent Orange" for damages resulting from exposure to 

" Agent Orange" would not reduce the amount of public assistance 

received by the applicant. 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

Exempts "Agent Orange" awards from being considered income 

for purposes of determining General Public Assistance benefits. 
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ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1633 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRI;lfT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: JUNE 5, 1986 

The Assembly Health and Human Resources Committee favorably 

reports Senate Bill No. 1633 OCR. 

This bill amends section 8 of tbP "(jenera! Public Assistance Law," 

P. L. 1947, c. 156 (C. 44:8-12,)), to provide that compemation received 

because of a judgment or settlemcnt agreement in a lawsuit brought 

against a manufacturer or distributor of "Ap'ent Orunge" for damages 

l'esultin~~ from exposure to "Agent Change" shall not reduce the 

amount of puhlic assistance rccei':ed 1)~' th\· applicant amI s11al] not 

be subject to a lien or ])l' availal)h~ for repayment to the State or 

municipality for public a;,;;,;istullce already received by thi~ applicant. 

This bill is identical to A;,;sem bIy Bjll :-Jo. 2386 Aca of 1986 

(Kelly/DiGaetano), which the cOIlJlnittee also reported favorably on 

this date. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1633 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 24, 1986 

The Senate Institutions, Health and Welfare Committee favorably 

reports Senate Bill No. 1633. 

This bill amends the "G eneral Public Assistance Law" to provide 

that compensation received berm1s(l of a judgment or settlement agree­

ment in a lawsuit brought against a manufacturer or distributor of 

"Agent Orange" for damages resulting from exposure to "Agent 

Orange" shall not reduce the amount of public assistance received 

by the applicant. 

In 1984, the United States District Court in New York reached a 

$180 million settlement on a class action suit brought by Vietnam 

veterans against manufacturers of "Agent Orange." While issues 

concerning the distribution of the proceeds of the settlement are still 

being resolved, the Executive Director of the New Jersey Agent 

Orange Commission estimates that distribution of the settlement's 

proceeds will begin in September or October 1986. 

Presently, under the General Public Assistance Law (municipal 

welfare), a person receives a monthly welfare grant of $133.00 if 

employable and $200.00 if considered unemployable. If the person 

has any source of income, the amount of the income is deducted from 

the monthly grant. 

The committee considered and reported an identical bill (Senate 

Bill No. 2341 of 1984) in December 1984. The bill passed in the Senate 

but was not acted upon in the General Assembly. 
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Senate Am d t .en men a 

sponsored by senator Dal ton. 

to ~.. 

senate Bill No. _16_3_3__ 

Sponsored by senator Dal ton . 

Line 

After "applicant" Insert "and Shalfoot be subj~t to 

a lien or be available for repayment to the State or 

municipality for public assistance received by the appli ­

.t ...... ~. ~ • , ... 

STATEMENT 

This amendment provides that Agent Orange
 

awards are not sUbject to a lien .?r repayment
 

to the State or municipality for any
 

public assistance received by the applicant.
 

>.' 

~_.-:".- _uu ••·~u.I/t:e ,'ccewed bv tIle 

---------~ 
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