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ASSEMBL "'"i, No. 184 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR IN'rRODUC'l'TON U\" THE 1986 S~SSION 

By Assemblyman lIAYTATAN 

AN ACT concernmg ballots for school elections and amending 

N. J. S.lRA :14-57. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jel'sey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 18A :14-57 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :14-57. Immediately nftcr the close of the polls, the election 

3 officers shan proceed to count the votes for each candidate and the 

4 votes for and against the adoption of each proposal, resolution or 

5 question submitted to the voters at the election. The counting shall 

6 be open and public but the number of persons permitted to be pres­

7 ent shall not be such as to hinder, delay or incollveniellce the election 

8 officers in coullting and ascel'taining the result. The election officers 

9 shan keep tally sheets of the votes as counted which shall he signed 

10 by the judge of the election and two clerks of the election. 

11 Notwithstanding the provisions of N. J. S. 18A :14-55 to the 

12 contrary, a ballot shall not be declared invalid becaw::e the 'llwrk 

13 made with ink aI' the 'inark made with lead pencil appears other 

14 than black. 

1 2. This act shall take effect inunediately. 

EDUCATION-GENERAL 

Provides that ballots for school elections shall not be declared 

invalid because the marks made with ink or lead pencil appeal' 

to be other than black. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 



ASSEMBL Y, No. 184 
Introduced Pending l'eclmical Heview by Legislative Counsel
 

PRE-FILED FOR IN~llRODUC'rIONIX TJ-UD 1986 SESSION
 

By Assemblyman HAYTAIAN
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 3929 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED AUGUST 28, 1985 

By Assemblymen HAYTAIAN and LITTELL 

AN AOT concernmg ballots for school elections and amending 

N. J. S.18A :14-57. 

1 BE IT ENAOTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 18A :14.-57 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18..A. :14.-57. Immediately after the close of the polls, the election 

3 officers shall pToceed to count the votes for each candidate and the 

4 votes for alld against the adoption of each proposal, resolution or 

5 question submitted t6 the voters at the election. The counting shall 

6 be 0l)e11 ulld public but the number of persons permitted to be pres­

7 ent shall not be such as to hinder, delay or inconvenience the election 

8 officers in coullting and ascertaining the result. The election officers 

9 shall keelJ tally sheets of the votes as counted which shall be signed 

10 by the judge of the election aud two clerks of the election. 

11 Notw-ithstanding the provisions of N. J. S. 18A :14-55 to the 

12 contra1'y, a ballot shall not be declared invalid because the mark 

13 made with ink or the mark made with lead pencil appears other 

14 than black. 

1 2. 'rhis act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would provide that ballots for school elections shall 

not be declared invalid because the marks made with ink or lead 

pencil appear to be other than black. The purpose of this bill is 

to conform the school elections law to the general elections law 

(R. S. 19 :16-4)	 and void the invalidation of ballots merely because 

voters	 may use any color ink or lead pencil by mistake. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new mattet'o 



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 295 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 6, 1986 

'rhe Senate Education Committee favorably reports Senate Bill 

No. 295. 

'l'his bill provides that school election ballots shall not be declared 

invalid IJecause the marks made with ink or lead pencil are not black. 

N. J. S. 18A :14-55 requires that school election ballots be marked in 

black and provides no exception to permit the counting of ballots 

marked in a color other than black. 

General elections law also requires black ink or lead (R. S. 19 :15-27 

and R. S. 19 :15-28), Imt provides that use of a color other than black 

is not gronnds to invalidate a Imllot (R. S. 19 :16-4). This bill would 

conform the school elections law to the general elections law. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending 

technical review. As reported the bill includes the changes required 

by technical review which has been performed. 

This bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 184 (Haytaian) which has 

been released by the Assembly Education Committee and is currently 

on second reading in the A<;sembly. 
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