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C 45~-1 C. 48 :4-2.1a et al. 

P. L. 1DS7, CliAP1'EH 4C)2, appro-ad January 19, 1988 

19SG Assemllly No. 2177 (Second Official C01JY Rpprint) 

A5 ACT concerning autobuses and revising parts of the 
statutory la·w. 

"1 BE IT E~ACTED by the Senate and G(,1lcml Assembly of the State 
2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Seeti on 90 of P. L. 19G2, c. 198 (C. 48 :4-2.1a) is amended to 
2 read as fo11o\vs: 

3 90. a. The [board] Commissioner of Transportation may make 
4 rules, regulations and orders applicable to the construction, equip­
5 ment and insurance required of every motor vehicle within [its] 
6 the jurisdiction of the DelJa1·tment of Transportation, and shall 
7 inspect, through [its] the department's agents, inspectors and 
8 employees, any such motor vehicle to determine the manner of 
9 compliance 'with such rules, regulations and orders. 

10 b. In the eyent of noncompliance with such rules, regulations 
11 and orders, or with statutory requirements, the [board] commis­
12 Si011C1' may, throug'h [its] tlie de]Jartment's agents. inspectors and 
13 employees, cause the immedi:<te discontinuance of tbe operation 
14 of such motor vehicle, and no snell motor yehicle shall be restored 
15 to service without the express approYal of the [board] commis­
16 sioner. 

EXPLANATION-Maller encIosf'd in bolcl·faced brackets [thus] in the above biD 
is not f'nactcd and is intended to bf' omitted in the law. 

!\Iallpr prinlPd in italin til", i~ up", mallf'r. 
Maller enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

*-A..sembly committee amendments adopted September 8, 1986. 
**-Senate committee amendments adopted June 22, 1987. 
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17 [No] c. Any person who shall remove or deface any notice of 
18 discontinuance that has been affixed or otherwise attacbed to said 
19 motor vehicle without approval of the [board] commissioner is 
20 guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. H1n addition to any other 
20A IJenalties or remedies provided by law, a person who violates this 
20n su!Jse.ction is subject to a civil penalty of $1,000.00.·· 
21 [Any person violating any provision of this section shall be 
22 deemrd to be a disorderly person.] 
23 ·-[d. Any person U'11O operates or causes to be operated any motor 
24 vehicle subject to this section 1ciihout a 'valid certificate of in­
25 spedion issued by the commissioner is guilty of a c1·ime of the 
26 fourth degree and is also subject to a civil penalty of $1,000.00 
27 for each vehicle so operated. 
28 e. Any person who operates or causes to be operated any motor 
29 vehicle subject to this section in violation of rules or orders made 
30 by the commissioner concerning insu1'ance requirements of that 
31 vehicle is guilty of a crime of tllP fourth degree and is also subject 
31A to a civil penalty of $1,000.00 for each 'vehicle so operated.]"­
32 ..d. A ny person who owns or causes to be operated a motor 
33 vehicle sub,jed to this section without a 1'alid certificate of inspec., 
34 tion issued by the commissioner, Or in violation of rules or orders 
35 made by the commissioner concerning insurance requirements of 
3G that vehicle, is a disorde.rly person. In addition to any other 
37 pC17Qlties or remedies provided by law, a person who violates this 
38 subsection is sub,ject to a civil penalty of $500.00 per day for 
39 each 1.;ehicle so operated. 
40 e. Any person who operates a motor vehicle subject to this 
41 section without a 1;alid certificate of inspection issued by the 
42 commissioner, or in violation of rules or orders made b1/ the 
43 commissioner concerning insurance requirements of that vehicle, 
44 is a petty disorderly person." 
1 2. R. S. 48 :4-3 is amended to read as follows: 
2 48 :4-3. Q. No autobus, charter bus operation or special bus 
3 operation which is engaged, wbollv or partly, in intrastate com­
4 merce shall be operated or run while carrying passengers for bire 
5 within the State of New Jersey unless there is in force with respect 
6 to SUCll operation a certificate of puhlic convenience ann necessity 
7 issued by the [Board of Public Utility Commissioners] Cornmis­
8 sioner of Transportation authorizing such operation Ullon a deter­
9 mination that such operation is in the public interest [except that 

10 (a) any municipal consent granted by any municipality and 
11 approved bv the Board of Public Utility CommissionNs prior 
12 to the effective date of this act and which is in full force and 
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13 effect on the effective date of this act shall be deemed a certificate 
14 of public convenience and necessity for the purposes of this chapter; 
15 (b) any charter bus operation or special bus operation which 
16 was in bona fide operation on the date this act was enacted may 
17 continue to operate for six months thereafter without a certificate. 
18 Such operation may continue to operate without a certificate 
19 beyond the six-month period only if an application for a certificate 
20 of public convenience and necessity authorizing that operation has 
21 been filed within the six-month period and is pending determina­
22 tion by the board. 
23 The board shall issue a certificate authorizing Statewide opera­
24 tion to any charter or special bus operation that was in bona fide 
25 operation on the date this act was enacted provided that the 
26 operation is otherwise in compliance with the laws of this State 
27 and the rules and regulations of the Board of Public Utility 
28 Commissioners]. 
29 b. Any person who "owns or causes to be operated or" operates 
30 ··[or causes to be operated]*'" an autouus without a valid certifi­
31 cate of puulic conl'enience and necessity or in violation of the pro­
32 visions thereof is subject to a civil penalty for each day of operation 
33 ·[of]'" "'in'" the following amounts: $500.00 ·per day· for each of 
34 the first four days, $6'00.00 for the fifth day, $700.00 for the sixth 
35 day, $800.00 for the seventh day, $900.00 for the eighth day and 
36 $1,000.00 for the ninth day and *$1,000.00 for· each day thereafter. 
37 c. When any person violates the provisions of this section on 
38 more than one occasion, the commissioner "[shall]" "may·" by 
39 order, ·[upon]'" ·after'" notice "'and hearing"', declare that person 
40 to be an unfit operator and cause the re.vocation of any certificates 
41 of public convenience and necessity issued to that person and 
42 declare that that person shall have no standing to petition for any 
43 further ce.rtificates. The commissioner may stay or revoke any 
44 order made under this subsection when he finds it to be in the 
45 public interest to do so. 

1 3. R. S. 48 :4-11 is amended to read as follows:
 
2 48 :4-11. a. Any person who shall operate an autobus, charter
 
3 bus operation or special bus operation within the State of New
 
4 Jersey without complyin.~ with the provisions of this article shall
 
5 be [adjudged a disorderly person] subject to the pen~lties pro­

6 vided herein.
 
7 [The Board of Public UHlity Commissioners shall proceed at 
8 at law or in equity to prevent any person from operating an 
9 autobus in violation of the provisions of this article or otherwise 

10 violating any provisions thereof. 
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11 Proceedings to prevent a person from operating an autobus 
12 without a valid certificate of public convenience and necessity may 
13 be instituted by any public utility, the business or revenues of 
14 which are adversely affected thereby.] 

15 *' Proceedings to prevent a person from operating an autobus 
16 without a 'co. lid certificate of public cOl1ueniencc and nece.ssity·., 
] 7 and to recover damages for lost rC1"enUeS caused by those opera­
]8 tions,·· may be instituted uy an autobus lJUulic utility, the business 
18A or revenues of which are adrersry affected thereby.· 

19 ·[Every]··Except for proceedings instituted by an autobus 
20 public utility, every· civil penalty for violation of any provision of 
21 this article and for a violation of section 90 of P. L. 1962, c. 198 
22 (C. 48 :4-2.10.) shall be sued for and recovered by and in the name 
23 of the Commissioner of Transportation and shall be collected and 
24 enforced by summary proceedings ptlrsuant to "the penalty en­
25 forcement law" (N. J. S. 2A :58-1 et seq.). Process shall issue at 
26 the s1Iit of the commissioner, as plaintiff, and shall be in the nature 
2i of a summons and complaint returnable in the Law or Chancery 
28 Divisions of the Superior Court 01" in the various municipal courts. 
29 Every day that a violation exists shall be a separate violation for 
30 which a penalty may be recovered. Proceedings may be instituted 
31 on any day of the week includinq Sunday or upon a holiday, and 
32 any process issued pursuant to this article or pursuant to section 90 
33 of P. L. L962, c. 198 (C. 48:4-2.10.) shall be deemed valid as if 
34 served or issued on any other day. 

35 b. The commissioner may, in addition to seeking a civil penalty, 
36 seek injunctive relief in the Chancery Division of the Superior 
37 Court as to any person found to ha1'e violated an,1j provision of 
38 this article or any provision of section 90 of P. L. 1962, c. 198 
39 (C. 48 :4-2.10.). 

1 4. The following are repealed: R. S. 48 :4-2.1 and sections 1 and 
2 2 of P. L. 1977, c. 16 (C. 48 :4-2.18 and 48 :4-2.19). 

1 5. This act shall take effect on the 60th day after enactment. 
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31 SUI. iil,iiO/rfi(, 1(li(~ ill ti" (!(rUiC( ru IJii'i"IOII 01 th( ,SupcrioJ 

3~ C I) Ii 1'1 (/ cO f (J on,if }IC1',-{11I i (I Ii iid f (. 7101'( 1·;01 of ed U11 y pro l' is; on of 

33 Oti" artlc/( or an.?1 }In'I'i::;'''11 (;T .(,,((fi(11! 9(1 of P. L 1962. c. 1.96 

34 Ie. 4E,4-.:l.1Q;. 

1 4. TlJe fc.l1CJi\'ill~ arc J(']jf"ah·<!: R. S. 4::- :+-:2.1 ancl seetions 1 and 

:2 .J of P, L. 1~li7. c:. H: !e 4.... :+-:21 .... and -t"'::4-:2.HJ). 

1 5. Tbi" act sLall tah eff pet cin t llE' Glit IJ cl ay after en admen t. 

This bill renses the penulty proYi",iollS of' Title +8 comernin~ 

the opf"ration of antobu",e;,-. Fines colleetible b~' SUllll11ary ciYil 

proceedings under the pl'na1t~' enforeel1lent 1m\" are pro\'ided for 

opera ting a bus wi thou t a eC' rti11C:1 t C' of 1lUbEl' eonwniencC' and 

llc'ee","it~· or in ,'iolatiolJ of 1h,· pl'oyj"ionc.: tJler0ot'. operating a 

1Hl~ "'ithcl11t a yalicl in"l'ection ~tic'ker and 01Jerating a bus in 

YiolatiOl] of j]lf'ura1Jc'c' nJ~1l1<;tif)]" aul order". Crilllinal lwnalties 

an proyidecl, in Yle,\" of the inl].or1allcC' of tIJe"c' llwtters in pro­

teeting tLe public hea111J, _~afety and \"e]farc, for remoying a 

notice' of discontinuance. operating a lin" witlwllt a nllid inspection 

stickel' and olJerating a 1m,.. in "iolation of in~nranrc regulation,.. 

and orders. 

III nc1clitiol1. the bill l,royjde~ "pec·ific antlj(Jrization to tll(' ('011'­

mis~icJ1lcr of Transportatin tc. ,..(.C'1-: injnuctin> relief ,dll're :11'1'1'0­

priatl'. Tbe C'CJ111lnl~si01J(,·r·:,. statutor~' authority to onler di"C'011­

tilJl1;llIC(' of ul1cration a 11(1 ]'('\'orat] 011 of a cC'rtifieatc~ of ]1ul1lie 

COll\'emenee and necessity i" retained. 

TRAXSPORT). TIOX-cUR. RAIL. ReS, THrCK 

HeYi"p,.; tlle penalt~· l:]'O\'isiOl!~ of Title 40 cnllrprnin~ tl10 01"c'rn­

tion of autobuses. 
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ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS
 
AND HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEl\iBLY, No. 2177 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 8, 1986 

The Assembly Transportation, Communications and High Tech­

nology Committee reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 2177 with 

committee amendments. 

This bill revises the penalty provisions of Title 48 concermng the 

operation of autobuses. Fines collectible by summary civil proceedings 

under the penalty enforcement law are provided for operating a bus 

without a certificate of public convenience and necessity or in violation 

of the provisions thereof, operating a bus without a valid inspection 

sticker and operating a bus in violation of insurance regulations and 

orders. Criminal penalties are provided, in view of the importance of 

these matters in protecting the public health, safety and welfare, for 

removing a notice of discontinuance, operating a bus without a valid 

inspection sticker and operating a bus in violation of insurance regu­

lations and orders. 

In addition, the bill provides specific authorization to the Commis­

sioner of Transportation to seek injunctive relief where appropriate. 

The commissioner's statutory authority to order discontinuance of 

operation and revocation of a certificate of public convenience aIJd 

necessity is retained. 

The committee amended the bill to specify that proceedings to pre­

vent a person from operating an autobus without a valid certificate of 

public convenience and necessity may be instituted by an autobus public 

utility, the business or revenues of which are adversely affected thereby. 

In addition, the bill was amended to provide that the Commissioner 

of Transportation shall, by order, after notice and hearing, rather 

than by order, upon notice, declare a person to be an unfit operator 

and cause the revocation of any certificates of public convenience and 
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t) SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COl\1MUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMEKT TO 

ASSEl\iBLY, No. 2177 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: JUNE 22, 1987 

The Senate Transportation and Communications Committee favor­

ably reports AssemLly Bill ~o. 2177 (OCR) with Senate committee 

amendments. 

This amended bill revises the penalty provisions of Title 48 concern­

ing the operations of autobuses. It is made a crime of the fourth degree 

to remove or deface any notice of discontinuance that has been affixed 

Or attached to an autobus, without the approval of the Commissioner 

of Transportation. Any person who owns or causes to be operated an 

autobus without a valid certificate of inspection or in violation of 

insurance requirements is a disorderly person. Any person who oper­

ates an autobus without a valid certificate of inspection or in violation 

of insurance requirements is a petty disorderly person. Civil penalties 

are also provided for these violations. 

Any person who operates or causes to be operated an autobus with­

out a valid certificate of public convenience and necessity or in viola­

tion of the provisions thereof is subject to civil penalties ranging from 

$500.00 to $1,000.00 per day. The commissioner may also, after notice 

and hearing, by order declare that a repeated violator is an unfit oper­

ator and cause the revocation of any of his certificates of public con­

venience and necessity. 

An autobus public utility may sue to prevent a person from operating 

an autobus without a valid certificate of public convenience and neces­

sity, and to recover damages for lost revenues caused by those 

operations. 

Amendments approved by tbe committee generally lessened the 

degree of severity of the crimes or offenses creatd by this bill, and 

further, make a distinction between the person who owns or causes 

the autobus to be operated and the driver of the autobus, and provide 

for stricter penalties for the former. 

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 1827, as amended and 

reported by the committee. 
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