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[OFFJCL\L COpy l:El'HI:\TI 

ASSE~lBLY, No. 1921 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBJn~~\RY 10, 1D8G 

By Assemlllyman KERN 

AN ACT concernl1Jg ('ertain auxiliary cable television equipment, 

and amending and supplemcnting P. L. 1m2, c. 18G. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 3 of P. L. 1972, c. 18G (C. 48 :5A-3) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 3. As used in this act, except as the context may otherwise 

4 clearly require or indicate: 

5 a. "Board" means the Board of Public [Utility Commissioners] 

6 Utilities of the Department of [Public Utilities] Energy of this 

7 State. 

8 b. "Office" mrans the "[office]" "Office'" of Cable Television 

9 established by tLis act. 

10 c. "Director" means the Director of the Office of Cable Televi

11 sion. 

12 d. "Cable tele\~ision system" or "CATV system" means any 

13 facility witLin this State \,,11ich is operated or intended to be 

14 operated to perform the sen~ice of recei,-ing and amplifying the 

15 signals broadcast by one or more tele,-ision statioJlS and redis

16 tribl1ting such sis-nals by wirc~, callIe or other de,~ice or means 

17 for accomplishing suell redistribution, to members of the public 

18 'who subscribe to such sen-ice, or distributing through its facility 

19 any television signals. wIlether broadc:ast or not: or any part of 

20 such facility. The term "facility" as used in this subsection in

21 eludes all real property, anit.'111Iae, poles, wires. ealJles, conduits, 

22 amplifiers, instrulllc'nts. arIJ]jalices, f1xtures and otller personal 

EXPLANATION-Matter endosed in bold·faced bracket! [thus] in the above bill 
is not enaeled and is intended to be omilled in the law. 

Maller printed in italics thus is new mailer. 
Maller enclosed in asterisk. or stan has b, fH adopled as follows: 

·-Assembly eonunillee amendrnenb adopted May 5, 1986. 



23 property used by a CArry company ill proyicling service to its sulJ

24 scribers and customers. 

25 e. "Cable television reee}ltioll sen-ice" meulls the simultaneous 

26 delivery through a CATV system of the sigllals of television broad

27 cast stations to members of the public subscribillg to such sen-ice, 

28 which service may iIlc1ude additional lionbroadcast signals de

2~ livered as a part of the sen-ice with 110 additional charge. 

30 f. "Cable COllllllUllicatioll system" OJ' "cable cOlllmunications 

31 service" means allY COlUIllullicatiolls sen-ice other tllan cable tele

32 vision reception sen"ice delivered through the facilities of a CATV 

33 system and for wllicll charges ill addition to or other than those 

34 made for cable television reception sen-ice are made or proposed 

35 to be made. 

36 g. "Cable televisioll COllJpally" or "CATV compallY" lUeans any 

37 person owning, controllilJg, operatillg or managing a cable tele

38 vision system, and the term "person" as used herein shall be COD

39 strued, without limitillg the generality thereof, to include specifi

40 cally any agency or illStrulllentality of this State or of auy of its 

41 political subdivisiomi; but this definitioll slmll lIOt include a tele

42 phone, telegraph or electric uti1ity COlHPUlIY regulated lJy the Board 

43 of PulJIic [Utility COllllJlissioHers] Utilities iII a case where it 

44 merely leases or rents or othenYise pl'oyides to a CATV company 

45 wires, conduits, cables or pole space used in tIlE' redistributi01l of 

46 television signals to or toward sulJscrilJers or customers of such
 

47 CATV company.
 

48 h. "Highway" iududes every street, road, alley, thoroughfare,
 

49 way or place of any kind used lJy the public or opeu to the use of
 

50 the public.
 

51 i. "Certificate" means a certificate of approval issued, or which
 

52 may be issued, by tbe board pursuant to tbis act.
 

53 j. "Cable television serYice" includes the c1efillitiollS of cable teIe


54 vision reception seryice and callIe COl1JlI1UUicatioJJs sen"ice herein,
 

55 as well as the pl'ovisiOlI of allY other illlpulse or signal by a cable
 

56 television CompUl!)' or other sen ice lawfully pro\'ided, utilizing tIle
 

57 facilities of the system.
 

58 k. ({Basic cable sen:ice" mCans mi.?! category of cable tderision
 

59 service or other sen ices pTorided by a cable operator, for which a
 

60 sepal'ate rate is charged thereby, alid uhich includes the retrans


61 mission of local teleeision broadcaCit sigl1als.
 

62 l. "Hearing i1J11Jaired iildil"idllal" means all indit'idual who, be


6:3 cause of injury to, di$case oi, or deject ill tlu irl11eT, middle OJ' 

ti4 outer ear, or any C01l1[,;lIalioll tllereof. has .... ·uffo(d a loss of hear



,
 

·
 65 ing acuity such that th£' indiridual cannot receive linquistic ltl

66 formation without amplification, duulJing or calJtions. 

67 m. "In series" 1IIean8 an installation where the coaxial seJTLce 

(is w~re entering the home connects filst to a tclerision recei1'er or 

69 monitor, with the tderision receirer or monitor being connected 

70 by coaxial u;ire to a video cassette recorder OJ" other ancilla-ry de

71 vices or where the coaxial service wire can neels first to a 6deo 

72 cassette recorder or ancillaJ'V device, with the de1'ice being con

73 nected to a telel'isioJl reeeirer or monitor and 1chere JiO extanal 

74 splitting device is SUIJplied b,ll a CATT? company for either con

75 figuration. This dcfinitioJI shall JIOt be construed as prohibitiu{! a 

76 CATV company from lcoil'illg mOllthly charges should an external 

77 splitter be proz:ided U;I! the CATr COlll]WJI,IJ 1cithout a C0111..:erfcl. 

1 2. (New section) :!\o CATV company shal1 charge or ill any way 

2 penalize a subscrilJer for the po~::;essiOJI or use of allY auxiliary 

3 equipment designed to facilitate the reception of basic cahle ser

4 vice by a hearing impairecl im1i\'idual and provided by the sub

5 scriber, unless this possession or use requires the company to pro

6 vide additional seniee or equipmellL 

1 3. (New sectioll) No CATV company shall charge or in allY way 

2 penalize a subscriber for the possession or use of a video cassette 

3 recorder, video disc, computer or other auxiliary equipment pro

4 vided by the subseriber and either not connected to a teleYision 

5 receiver or monitor, or eonneeted by the subscriber to a television 

6 receiver or monitor through which cable service is not received. 

1 4. (New section) :!\o CATV company shall charge or in any way 

2 penalize a subscriber for the possession or use of a video cassette 

3 recorder, video disc, computer or other auxiliary equipment pro

4 vided by the subscrilJE'r and connected l)y the subscriber, in series, 

5 to a television receinr or monitor through which cable seryice is 

6 received. This section sha]} not be applicable if the company pro

7 vides additional sen'icc or equipmEnt to the subscriber as a result 

8 of the connection by tIle subscriher; or if the connection by the 

9 subscriber qualifies as the provision of cable service by the com

10 pany and the State regulation of the rates for that proyision of 

11 cable service is prohibited under the "Cable Communications 

12 Policy Act of 1984," Pub. L. 9S-5MI (47 U. S. C. § 521 et seq.) or 

13 any other federal law, rule, regulation or order concerning cable 

14 television. 

1 «5. (Neu: section) Any conJlection made to a cable television 

2 system, either direcl!y orine/iredly. ]JUrsuallt to the }Jrovisions of 

3 sections.2 or 4 of this act shall be made in a lI1aJmer as to pJevent 



.4 

4 signallcakage, (/nd so (/s 1I0t to otlicru:isr' interfere wit It til", proper 
l 

operation of the ralile tc1ai."iull system. The instaltat ion shall be
 

6 subject to inspection (/nd oJI)!loral by the CATT' C077ipany for
 

7 purposes of il1surillg tJ.·nt the i"",tallation 1.8 made ttl a lIW1l1u'r
 

8 as to prevent signal Icol.-a,'ll aud so (IS not to otherwise inte1fere
 

1~:ith the proper operation of the co1ll(' telerision systcm. 

10 N othillg in this act shall preclude a CATF company f1'om charg

11 ing its normally aplJlicab1r .~(,f1'ice charge.'" 

1 t[5.]' ·6.· (Ne\\' ~ectioll) Xothing in this act shall br construed
 

2 as prohibiting a CATY company from charging a subscriber for
 

~ c011llection sen-iccs l'ellocl'pd t11r subscTiber for auxiliary equip


4 ment pro,-ided and connpeted by t110 sullS('riher.
 

1 '[G.] *7." (Ne\\' section) X (Jthing ill this act shall be construed
 

:2 afo' authorizing the u;oC' or pos;oC'ssiol1 of equipment prohibited by
 

3 X. .T. S. 2C :20-8.
 

1 *[7.]" ·8.* This act shall take effect on the 30th day after enact

2 111ent.
 

COM:MUXICATIO~S AND BROADCASTIKG
 

Prohibits cable teJe\'isioll cOlllpallies from charging for use of
 

VCR or penalizing subscriber for use of auxiliary equipment.
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S'l'Arrl~1\lE.K T 

Some cable telcyil:iioll cOllllmllie~ Iwvc beell <:lwrgillg a customer 

additional amount foJ' tile (,U.--tOllll'J"S use of yideo ca~~rttc rccordprs 

or other equipment wlJich COIIllC\.'t to a teleYision set. This bill will 

prevent that practice when' u cullle television company does not 

provide additional senices or equipJllCut. 

This bill will also preyent a cable televisioll company 1'1'0111 

charging or in any way penaJizillg a suhscriber for th(' possession 

or use of any auxiliary equipment designed to facilitate the re

ception of basic cable senicc by a hearing impaired indi \'idua1 and 

provided by the subscriber, mJ1ess this possessioll or use requires 

the company to provi(le additional sen'ice or equipment. 

CO~BIUNIC.l\.TIO.KS.\XD BROADCASTIXG 

Prohihits cahle television conlpanies from charging for use of 

VCR or penalizillg sullscriber for use of auxiliary equipmf'nt. 
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~h' ASSEl\1BLY TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS 

AND HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

STAT~~l\n~NT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1921 
with cOlllmittee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: APRIL 3, 198G 

The Assembly Transportation, Communications ~ll1d High Tecb

nolog~- OOl11mitt('(' reports faYorably Assembly Bill No. 1921 witb 

committee amendments. 

Some cable television comTwllies haY() 1)('en charging a customer an 

additional amount for the customer's use of video cassette recorders 

or other equipment which connc'et to a tel('\'ision set. This bill will 

prevent that practice 'wher(' a cahl(' television company does not pro

vide additional services or equilJment. 

This bill "ill also prennt a cable television company from cbarging 

or in any 'way penalizing a subscriber for the possession or use of 

any auxiliary equipm('nt designed to facilitate the reception of basic 

cable service by a hearing im] laired individual and provided by the 

subscriber, unless tlli-; pos-;ess.ion oj' usc' requires the company to pro

vide additional sen-ice or equipment. 

The committe!:' adopted an amendment to the bill which provides 

that a connection made to a cable television sp:tem shall be made in 

a manner as to pren~nt signal leakage and so as not to otherwise 

interfere with the proper o]"W"ation of t]le cable television system and 

which further pro"ides that an:' installation of equipment for the 

hearing impaired or installation f'qnipment furnished b~' the subscriber, 

in series, to a te1e'\'1si011 recei"er or monitor through which cable 

service is received, sllalJ b(' subject to inspection and approval by tbe 

CATV compfll1Y. 

'1'110 committee has noted that this bm clarifies and updates Nev.

Jers('y law in J'espolF~e to chanr.res made in federal cable teleyision 

law. 



SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COi'\fMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1921 
[OFFICIAL COpy REFIal\T] 

witll Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: OCTOBER 27, UlR6 

T1J0 Senate Tran,-,portation a1\(1 Communication" Committee favor

a))l~- u?}lorts Ai:'sembly Bill ?\o. ]~:2l (OCR) with Senate committee 

amendment s. 

Some cable television compani0f; bave heen clwrging a suhscriher an 

additional nmount for the sullscrih'r's use of video cassette recorders 

or other equipment which connect to a televisiOlI S0t. r.I'his amended hill 

will prC',-ent that prilctice when' a caHo telpvision com}Jany does not 

provide acl(litional serV1C('S or eC)nipment and tbe connection is made 

"in series." 

This amended bill will also prevent a callIe television compan>" from 

cbarging or in any W<lY penalizing a sub:"criLer for tlle po:"sl'ssion or 

use of any auxiliary equlpmE'nt desiglJE·d to farilitate the reeeptioJl of 

basic ca1)le servicp l,y a hearing impaired individual and provlded by 

the subscri1er. 11nless the possession or use requires the COlllPaJlY to 

provide additional senice or equipment. The cable television company, 

however, may inspect and approve any installation for tbe purposes of 

insuring tbat tbe installation if; made in a manlier as to prevent slgnal 

leakage. 

Amendments apJ.rond by the committee clarifie(i the definition of 

"in series" or were technical in nature. 

This 8lnendedlliJl is identical to Sc~wte Billl\u. 2(;;-,2, as amended by 

tbis committe(:'. 
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