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[SECOND OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 3123 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED MARCH 11, 1987 

By Senators BROWN, LIPMAN and ORECHIO 

Referred to Committee on State Government and Federal and 

Interstate Relations and Veterans Affairs 

AN ACT concerning international trade, establishing an Office for 

Sister State Relations in the Division of International Trade 

*in the Department of Commerce and Economic Development*, 

supplementing P. L. 1981, c. 122 (C. 52 :27H-1 et seq.) and making 

an appropriation. 
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in other countries; 

b. This same concept has been applied to a sister state-province 

relationship between New Jersey and Zhejiang Province in the 

Peoples Republic of China since May 11, 1981, and has resulted in 

a number of successful cultural, educational and economic ex

changes; "'and'" 

c. As a means of furthering cultural, educational and trade re

lationships between this State and similar jurisdictions in other 

countries, it is important to build upon existing knowledge con

cerning sister city and sister state relationships and to aggressively 

seek to establish other sister state relationships. 

2. a. There is established in the Division of International Trade 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

of New Jersey: 

1. The Legislature finds and declares that: 

a. The Sister Cities program both in concept and practice has 

been a valuable program for encouraging cultural, educational and 

trade relationships between cities in the United States and cities 

lA "'in the Department of Commerce and Economic Development"', 

2 an Office for Sister State Relations. This office shall have as its 
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 
"-Senate committee amendments adopted May 21, 1987. 

""-Senate committee amendments adopted June 15, 1987. 
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3 ,primary function, the development and implementation of a "Sister 

4 States Initiatives Program" to focus the attention and efforts of 

5 this State on particular jurisdictions in other countries \vith which 

6 to establish a sister state relationship. 

7 b. The Director of tIle Division of International Trade *[shall]* 
8 *may* appoint and employ any persons *[as may be necessary]*, 

9 including accountants, attorneys, persons who are fluent in foreign 

10 languages, financial advisors, and any other individuals wit11 exper

11 tise in foreign trade or marketing' *[as']* *, who1n* the office may 

12 require within the limits of available appropriations. 

13 c. This offi.ce shall 'York closely \vith *[the Governor's Commis

14 sion on International Trade,]-*- the Ne,v Jersey Department of State 

15 and the U. S. Department of Commerce in determining jurisdictions 

16 in other countries \vith which to establish a sister state relationship,. 

17 d. This office shall work closely with the New Jersey Department 

18 of Education to develop programs to stimulate the interest of stu

19 dents in the schools of tIle State in the culture, history, art and 

20 languages of other jurisdictions with whom a sister state relation

21 ship is formed. 

22 e. This office shall work closely with the Ne,v Jersey Department 

23 of Higher Education to develop programs or encourage existing 

24 programs, as the case may be, for undergraduate, graduate and 

25 professional students focusing on international relations generally, 

26 and international trade ~~[more]* specifically. 

27 f. This office shall work closely with the Dean of Cook College 

28 and the Director of the Nevv J-ersey **[agricultural experiment 

29 statioll]** **Agricult~lral Experiment Station** to develop wa.ys 

30 in which Cook College alld the agricultural experiment station can 

31 actively participate in New Jersey's sister state relationships. 

32 g. This office shall actively encourage businesses in New Jersey 

33 to develop tlleir export capabilities specifically in relation to those 

34 jurisdictiolls "\vhich are g'ranted a sister state designation and it 

35 shall do so by carrying out those duties already given to the Divi

36 sian of International Trade pursuant to section 23 of P. L. 1981, 

37 c. 122 (C. 52 :2711-22) and section 2 of P. L. 1985, c. 160 (C. 

38 52 :2711-22.2) . 

1 3. The office shall **an1lu,ally** report on its a.ctivities and pro

2 gress by subnlitting a ,vritten report to *[the Governor's Commis

3 sian on International Trade alld tIle appropriate committees of the 

4 New Jersey Legislature within 180 days following the effective 

5 date of this act and again within 011e: year following the effective 

6 date. Thereafter, on an aIlnual basis, the office shall report on its 

7 activities and accomplishmellts in the past year and its goals for the 
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8 coming year to]* the Director of the Division of International 

9 Trade a,nd the Commissioner of Commerce a,nd Economic Develop

10 ment and tllrough them to the Governor's Commission on Inter

11 national Developll1ent**, to the p'resi,ding officer of ea,ch house of 

12 the State L-egislature** a,nd **to** the a,ppropTiate committees of 

13 the Legislature. 

1 4. There is appropriated **[$300,000.00]** **$150,000.00** from 

2 the Genera.! Fund to *the Dep!artm,ent ofCommBrce ,and Econ,omic 

3 Develop'ment to* accomplish the purpose of this act. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTR,y 

Establishes an Office for Sister State Relations, a,ppropriates 

$150,000. 
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STATEMENT 

This bill establishes an Office for Sister State Relations ill the 

Division of International Trade, DelJartment of Commerce and 

Econonlic Developmellt. The basic purpose of this office is to focus 

the attention aud effort of the State in its cultural, educational and 

trade relatiollships ,vith other similar jurisdictions in the world. 

The responsibilities of the office are both long and short term. It 

is charged with establishing' an educational base from which to 

build, over the long term, all en1lJhasis on positive international 

exchang'es of all kinds. At the same time, it is to provide the hasis 

for offering inlmediate assistance to New Jersey businesses which 

have export potential and "rhich desire assistance toward the 

realization of this potelltial. $300,000.00 is appropriated to carry 

out tIle purposes of tbis act. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Establishes an Office for Sister State Relations, appropriates 

$300,000.00. 



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COM~IITTEE 

STATE11ENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3123 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVE1fBER 30, 1987 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee favorably reports Senate 

Bill No. 3123 2nd OCR. 

Senate Bill No. 3123 2nd OCR establishes an Office of Sister State 

Relations in the Divisio'n of International Trade in tIle Department of 

Commerce and Economic l)e"velo!)mellt and aIJpropriates $150,000.00 

for its activities. 

The function of the Office of Sister State Relations is to de\relop and 

implement a "Sister State Initiatives Frograll1" and to ,vork \vith 

specified State and federal ag'encies and officials to foster trade, cultural 

alld educational relationshil)S bet\veen Ne,v Jersey" and sinlilar jurisdic

tiOllS in other COUlltries. 'l'}lC office is directed to annuall)T relJOrt 011 its 

activities to the l)ivision of Illternatiollal Trade, tbe DelJartnlent of 

Commerce and Econolllic Developnlcnt, the Governor's Conlll1issioIl on 

International Developnlcllt, tIle l)residing' officer of eacll House of the 

Legislature and apI)ropriate legislative committees. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This bill al)IJrOpriates $130,000.00 from tIle General FUlld to tIle De

partment of Commeree and ECOIIOIrlic DevelolJnlcnt to establisll an 

Office of Sister State l~elations ill tIle departmellt's Di,Yisioll of Inter

national Trade. 
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ASSEMBLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
 

S tat eTn en t to
 

, Senate. No. 3123
 

Dated: Novenlber 30, 1987
 

This bill establishes an Office for Sister State Relations in the Division 

of International Trade in the Department of COllullerce and Econonlic 

Developrnent. The purpose of this office is to focus the attention and effort of 

the State in its cultural, educational and trade relationships with other SiIllilar 

jurisdictions throughout the world. The office is charged with establishing an 

educational base froln \vhich to build, over the long tenTl, an emphasis on 

positive international exchanges of all kinds. More illlmediately, -it is to 

provide the basis for offering ilnnlediate assistance to Ne\v Jersey businesses 

which have export potential and \\'hich desire assistance toward the realization 

of this potential. $150.000.00 is appropriated to carry out the purposes of this 

act . 
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SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STAr~rE~lENT ~ro 

SENATE, No. 3123 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

with Senate COlllll1ittee alllelldments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JlTNE 15, ]987 

The Senate H,cvenue, :F'inance and .Ll})}JrOIJriatio11s Conln1ittcc l't\

ported Sellate Bill :No. 3123 (J(;R· fnvorahIy, "\\7ith COll1111ittee anlcl1cl

ments. 

Senate Bill No. 312i3 OCR, as an18nded, estahlisbes an ()ffice of Sister 

State l~elations in the l)iyisioll of InterllHtiollal Trade in tl1P l)epart

ment of Conlll1crcc and ECOllOIllic ] )eveIO})lllent and a})J)}-'opriatp.;.; 

$150,000.00 for its activities. 

The function of the ()ffiee of Sister State R,e]ations is to develoI) a11(1 

ill1plen'lent a "Sister State 111itiati,Tcs I>rog'ram' , and to ,vork ,vitIl 

specified Statf! alld federal ag'encie~ Hlld oftic.:ials to foster tra(10, cult ural 

and educational rclatioluships 11ct,vpcn Nfl'v ,Jersey' al1d Sill1ilar jnris

(lictiol1s in otber countric~. TIle ofliee i~ llircrted to anllual1y report 

on its aetiyities t.o the ])iyisiol1 of Jntcl'llational ~rra<le, the ])e1)a1'1

ment of Conmlerre and Ecollonlic ])eveIOpnl()nt, the (jovernor'R Conl

missioll 011 International l)evelolHl1Cllt, the }Jresiding officer of each 

House of the l.Jeg·islature and al)})rOTJriate legislatiYe conl1nittees. 

COMMITTEE AMEKDl\:1ENTS: 

The committee Hlilelldlllcnts provi(le that tl18 ()ffice of Si~t(ir Statp 

R,elatiolls rel)Ort on it~ activit irs s11a11 llc Illade allllually, alld tliut the 

recipients of tIle re}Jort shall inelllde t1Je presidillg' officer of each lIou~..~ 

of the Legislatllre. In addition, the alllC\1l(11ncllts reduce the ar)pro

priatioll in the bill to $150,000.00, fron1 $:300,000.00. ~"ec1111ical corret~

tions are also luade ill the referellce to certain State ageneies. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This hill aI)})l'or)riat(ls $150,000,00 fronl tIle General Fund to the J>e

partment of COll1}llerrp al1(l EC01H}111i(· l){lYP}oTnuC'lll to p~tabli~11 all 

Offic~ of Si~ter 81n1p Rpln1jnll~ ill 1})(' d(1)nrtnlPnt'~ I)iyi~inll of 111t01"

national Tradfl. 



LAVv LIBRARY COpy 
DO NOT REMOVE 

SENATE STATE GO\'ERNMENT AND FEDERAL AND
 
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
 

COMMITTEE
 
srrAT]~~~fJ~XT TO 

SENATE, No. 3123 
\yi t11 Senate eOllllni ttfle anlPndnlents 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: 1fAY 21, 1987 

Thp Spl1at~ Statp (jovprl!llIPllt (~Ollllllittpe }"e}1orts favoral)l~T and \\~ith 

COll1111ittpp ulnellolll:ellts SPllate J3ill K o. 3123. 

This hi]] p~tal)li~hes all Office for Ristpr State l{platioll~ ill the ])i\Ti

sion of Jl!tpT'llutiollUl Tl'aclp ill tlip })e])Urtlnellt of COllIlllpree alld 

}':eollolllir I)('V(\lo1)11IPllt. rrhp T)rilllar)T t'lllletioll of tlH\ office shall he to 

dpv"p101) and ill1l)lfllllellt a "'~ister f-;tates lliitiati,Tps })rop:ralll" to fostfir 

trad~, cultural alld edueatiollal r-p]atiollShi])s hpt\\~(I(~ll this State and 

silllilar jurisdictiol!S jl1 otllPr eoulltrif\s. 

The officp is dirertpd to \yorl{ close l~r \\-j t11 t11(1 1\e\v J ('J"se)T ])el)Urt

ll}(jnts of ~tatp, ]~:dl1('atioll al!(l llighpl" ]~~du('ntioJl, the })P:lll of Cool{ 

C~ollf)g'(~, thp ])irpetor of thp Xt·'\~ ,Jpr~e~· ap;l'iCl11tural eX])e-rilll(lllt statioll 

and tl,p 1111itpd ~..;tat(IS ])ppartl11Pllt of (iollllllerep. r~rh(l hi111)foyides that 

the Dirpttor of the ])iyi~jon of Tllt(jrnatiollul 1~rndp lllH)T a ppoi llt alld 

employ per~ollllel \\Thich the office 111ay require \\~ithill tIle limits of 

a \-ailahlp appro] >1'1a tiOllS. 

1'he hi 11 a})l)}"opriatps $3()(),()()(J.()() to pffpctuatp the }JurllOSP8 of tIlis 

act. 

The eOllllllittep ulllellded tllP hill to 8})peify tllat tIle Office for Sister 

~tate Relatiolls shall he located ill thp De!JartlllPllt of C;ollllllPree and 

]~C01l0111i(' DpYelo}llllPllt, to a}J])]'o}lriatp the fllllds to that dpl)artlllellt, 

to reJlIOYP reffll"PllepS to thp (ioyprl1or'~ C~01l1Jlli8Sioll 01] Illterllational 

~rrade all<l to 1l10dify re}lorti llg' 1)}"ocP<!11res. 
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