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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy HEPHINT] 

ASSElVIBLY, No. 2396 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED MAY 8, 1986 

By Assemblywomen MUHLER and SMITH 

AN ACT establishing programs for the diagnosis and treatment of 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, supplementing Title 26 of the 

Revised Statutes and making an appropriation therefor. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Geneml Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be Imown and may be cited as the "SillS 

2 Assistance Act." 

1 2. The Legislature finds and declares that: 

2 a. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, the sudden and unexpected 

3 death of apparently healthy babies, commonly known as "SIDS" 

4 or "Crib Death," is the major cause of death of infants between 

5 the ages of one month and one year and is responsible for the 

6 deaths of approximately 7,000 infants in the United States each 

7 year. 

S b. Although the cause of SIDS is not known, there is evidence 

9 that it may be caused by an infectious agent, hypoglycemia, a 

10 neuroendocrine defect, or poor socioeconomic conditions. SIDS 

11 has also been associated with apnea, the temporary stoppage of 

12 breathing; however, there are no data firmly linking SIDS to 

13 apnea, and preliminary data suggest that the number of infants 

14 who have had a history of U[apnenic]*'~ '~'apneic** episodes may 

15 account for not more than 5% of SIDS fatalities. 

16 c. Because of the nature of SIDS and the inability to discover 

17 the cause of death, parents of victims of SIDS often experience 

18 trauma and shock and have a need for counseling and other sup­

19 port services. 
EXPLANATION-Mauer enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Mauer enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 
*-Assembly amendment adopted June 12, 1986. 

**-Senate committee amendments adopted November 17, 1986. 
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20 d. Reseach regarding the detection, treatment, cure or preven­

21 tion of SIDS has not been afforded the attention given to other 

22 areas of medicine, and many health care professionals are not 

23 familiar with the symptoms, diagnosis or treatment of SIDS; and 

24 e. Therefore, it is imperative that a program be established for 

25 identifying and treating infants who are potential victims of SIDS, 

26 referring potential SIDS victims and their families to sources of 

27 treatment and counseling, referring families whose children have 

28 been victims of SIDS to counseling and other support services and 

29 providing an educational program to health care professionals to 

30 heighten their awareness in detecting potenial SIDS victims and 

31 in preventing SIDS. 

1 3. The Commissioner of the Department of Health shall estab­

2 lish a program to educate the public and health care professionals 

3 about SIDS. The program shall include a referral service for the 

4 public and health care professionals on SIDS related services and 

5 a 24-hour telephone hotline to provide needed information and re­

6 ferrals. r:I.'he commissioner shall also encourage. the development 

7 of local support programs to provide early detection, counseling, 

8 and referrals for infants who may be at risk of SIDS. 

1 4. The Commissioner of the Department of Health shall estab­

2 lish a "SIDS Resource Center" within a State medical school. 

3 The SIDS Resource Center shall, in coordination with the De­

4 partment of Health, serve as a technical advisory center and may 

5 offer diagnostic procedures, medical treatment and counseling, as 

6 well as any other services that may be necessary to assist potential 

7 SIDS victims and their families. 

1 5. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Depart­

2 ment of Health *[$99,000.00]* **e$90,000.00*]** **$150,000.00** 

3 to carry out the provisions of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

HEALTH-GENERAL 

Establishes a "SIDS" program in the Department of Health; 

appropriates $150,000. 
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24 P. Tlll'rdol'C'. it it' llJ1}J('l'ali\"p thaI a ]lrugral1l be estahllsl,eJ for 

idelltifyiJJg' and trca ti fIg ida 1: t ~ \y}j() un' potPJJ ti al \"idilllS of SIDS, 

2G referrillg }Jotelltia) SIlJS \·il'tilll~ ulld theil families to source:; of 

27 treatlllPllt (jlld cuullsl'!illg. referring falllilips W}lUt'C childrPll llan~ 

beell victimt' of SIDS to eoulJ~('lilJg alld otller sU}Jport senices allt] 

29 providiJJg all ('ducutional pro~Talll to health care professiolJals to 

30 lleighten tlleir awareness ill dpt('ctillg potellial SIDS victillls alld 

31 in lJreveliting SIDS. 

1 3. The ('01l1lIli8ISiolll'r of the Departmellt of Health shall estab­

2 lish a prograllJ to ('due-ate tIl{' puLlic and health care llrofessiowds 

3 about SID~. Th(, program slwll include a referral sen'ice for the 

4 public and health car(' professiolJals 011 SIDS related services alld 

a 24-hour t('lel'IJOll" lJOtlillf' to pl-o\"idl:' needed illfoI'luation aIH} re­

6 ferrab. The eOJlllllissi'lller shall also elicourage the de\"elopment 

7 of local sup]Jort progrililis to ].Jrovidp parly detectiOlI, coullseling, 

and refplTah for illJ'a],ts who lllay be at risk of SIDS. 

1 4. The l'omlllissiOJler of the Departmellt of Health shall estab­

2 lisll a "SIDS Hpsuul"C(, Cenit'r" witllin a State medical school. 

3 The SIDS Hesource Cellter shall, in coordinatioll witll the De­

4 partmellt of Health. sene as a tpelmical advisory center and Illay 

5 offer diagJlOstie }Jl'oeedul'eis, medical treatmellt and counseling, as 

6 well as allY otlwI' sen'ices that lllay 1)e neeessary to assist potential 

7 SIDS vietims and their families. 

1 5. There is appropria ted from the General FUlld to the Depart­

2 ment of HealtlJ $09,000.00 to carry out the provisions of this act. 

1 6. Thi8 act shall takp effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill establishes a Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) 

program withill the Department of Health and appropriates 

$99,000.00 for this purpose. 

The bill requires the Conmlissioner of Health to establish a 

program to educate the public and health care professionals about 

SIDS. The commissioner is also l'equired to establish a "SIDS 

Resource Center" ill a State llledical school wllich will serve as 

a technical advisory center to assist potential SIDS victims and 

their· families. 

HEALTH-GENERAL
 

Establishes a "SIDS" program III the Department of Health; 

appropriates $99,000.00. 

( /'1 f~ 



ASSEl\lBLY HEALTH AND HUl\1AN RESOURCES
 
COMl\fITTEE
 

ST.\TE~l1':;\1' T( \ 

ASSEl\IBL Y, No. 2396
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: :JfAY ~2, 1~18() 

11
1J() ~\:-,,;eml)]y Healtll <ll'd TfuIlJaJ1 }{esonr<~e:-: Committee rp]lorf" 

faYorah]y ;\ss('mhl~- Bill ?\"(). :Z:-:!Hj. 

1'hi:- bill ei"ta1,lifo:)IPf' 11 prO~~Tal11 \yithin t)l(' Departnwnt of Jlealth to 

pdu('atl' t)\e Jl1Jhlip aml JI0altli ('ar/' profpssiol!aJ:..; allo111 the diaQ"nosifo: awl 

treatment of Snddel 1 I!lfallt n('atll S~-Jldrol1le (RIDS) ,md proJllojp 

effort:- tn com hat RIDS. 

1'11(' bill reqllil'Ps the COlllllJisfoiioller of "Health to set 1]]1 a puhlie edue(l­

tion propTUlll. im·]ndin.l! ,I State\\'idp te]ephOlle hotlillP to proyide in­

formation and refPl"rnls. and to C11('ourage the (\('ye]o]111]ent of loeal 

support pro0.TH1I1;'; to pl'oyidp ear)~' detection, counsf'liJli-( alld referrals 

for infaJlts who lllay lIe at risk of SIDS. 

'rhe hi1l aPl,ro]Jriates $~I!J.OOO,O() to the Department of Health and 

requires HII' COtnlllissioller of Health to establisll a "SIDS Resol1reE:' 

('pnter" wit hill a State medical school. 1'be cellter would coordinate 

\\"itll tIle Department of JIt'aJtll it~ efforts to proYide technical advice, 

diagllo8is, treatlllellt and cOllllselilig alld other services to assist 

potential SIDS vieti]jjs and their families. 
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ASSEMBLY FLOOR Amendments 
Sponsored by Assemblywoman Muhler 

to 

ASSSEMBLY Bill No. 2396 
Sponsored by Assemblywomen Muhler and 

Smith 

Sec. LIne 

5 2 Omit $99,000.00" Insert "$90,000.00" 

STATEMENT 
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SEXATI INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND \\ELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATE~rE?'~T TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2396 
[OFFICIAL CU}'y REPIUKT] 

with Scnate committcc amenclments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATE}): ~nYE:MBER ]7, ]~18G 

The Scnate Institll1io1'''. llc[\Jtll am1 'Welfare Committc(' ffiyora1.Jy 

reporb _\",...embly nill 1\0. :2:} ;(; (len \yitll cOlllmittcC' amendments. 

Afi a111c1H[l·(I. tlJj" l'ill efita hlis]ws a ]Jro,~ram within the Department 

of HeallL to educatc the pu])lie mid ll('~lltL ('are professionals a l J011t tIle 

diagnm:;is anl] trcatlllent of Sll'1'~en Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) 

and promote efj ort" to com hat SInS. 

TLe i:ill relluires the Comllli,,:-.io]]('r of Health to set up a pul,lic 

education ]lrO~Tam, illcludin;..; a Statewicle telephone hotline to proyide 

information alld refelTab, and to pllcouragl' the development of local 

support programs to proyide e<'l.l'ly detection, counseling and referrals 

for infant,..; \\IJO may be at risk of SIDS. 

TLe ],ill approrriate $150,OO().OO to the Department of HeaHh and 

requin>,..; the Commissionl'r of H calnJ to establish a "SIDS Resource 

Center" within a State nwc1ica] school. 'rhe center, in coor(1inatiOll 

with tlle 1)l'partmcnt of Health. WOllle) senoe as a technical advisory 

center. and may offer dia~nosis, trc'utnlent and counseling services to 

assist potential SIDS victims and their families. 

The commitl ee amended the ]Jill to jlH;r('aSl' the appropriation from 

::;;:-IO.O()().OO to $l~)O,OOO.OO. 
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